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The authors regret that there is an error in their article. In a recent publication® entitled “Mechanistic insights into boron-
catalysed direct amidation reactions”, Professor Andrew Whiting reinvestigated the results and showed that the borinic acid is not
the actual catalyst for amide synthesis and should be perceived as a pre-catalyst. After careful reevaluation of the data, the authors
realized that data misinterpretation, in particular for the data shown in Fig. 3, led them to propose a mechanism involving a
monoacyloxyboron intermediate that was commonly accepted (but not demonstrated) at the time of publication. Accordingly, the
authors do not find any scientific argument to maintain their initial conclusions and recommend readers to Professor Andrew
Whiting’s article for relevant mechanistic studies.
The Royal Society of Chemistry apologises for these errors and any consequent inconvenience to authors and readers.
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