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The fast Z-scan method for studying working catalytic
reactors with high energy X-ray diffraction: ZSM-5 in
the methanol to gasoline process†

David S. Wragg,*a Francesca L. Bleken,a Matthew G. O’Brien,b Marco Di Michiel,c

Helmer Fjellvåga and Unni Olsbyea

The methanol to gasoline process over the zeolite catalyst ZSM-5 in a lab-sized reactor bed (4 mm diameter)

has been studied in operando with high energy synchrotron X-ray diffraction. The fast z-scan method was

used, scanning the reactor repeatedly and at speed through the X-ray beam. The X-ray diffraction data were

processed using high throughput parametric Rietveld refinement to obtain real structural parameters. The

diffraction data show only very subtle changes during the process and this allows us to demonstrate

the combination of very large data volumes with parametric Rietveld methods to study weak features of the

data. The different possible data treatment methodologies are discussed in detail and their effects on the

results obtained are demonstrated. The trends in unit cell volume, zeolite channel occupancy and crystallite

strain indicate that more or larger reaction intermediates are present close to the reactor outlet.

Introduction

Over the last decade X-ray diffraction studies of chemical
reactions have moved from being a relatively niche area of
science providing limited information on areas such as zeolite
synthesis to a much more generally applicable method.1–21

Recent advances in high energy X-ray detectors22 and Rietveld
processing methods23 now allow us to study reactions with
excellent time resolution and even space resolution, while obtaining
real crystal structure data.3–6,24–28 It is now even possible to obtain
three-dimensional tomographic data for working catalysts at a speed
comparable to that of some industrial catalytic reactions.29–32

One excellent method for obtaining useful data on reactions
which take place in catalytic reactor beds is the Z-scanning
approach – scanning the reactor at speed through the X-ray
beam. This allows us to observe variations in the composition
of the catalyst during the progress of the reaction, for example in
the molybdenum oxide oxidation catalyst system.33 Such analysis

is possible with relatively poor diffraction data, using single
characteristic peaks to identify the phases. This very basic
analysis of the X-ray data is very useful, indeed, it is probably
the most common application of X-ray diffraction in general,
but more sophisticated analysis can yield many levels of extra
information. It is now possible not only to collect powder XRD
data of suitable quality for Rietveld refinement, but also to carry
out the structure refinements automatically on massive data-
sets with high stability using modern Rietveld software such as
TOPAS academic.34 An example of this is our recent study of the
development of reaction intermediates and coke in a methanol
to olefin (MTO) reactor.25 The variation in the unit cell para-
meters of the catalyst (which vary significantly depending on
the organic molecules inside the cavities), obtained from full
profile Rietveld refinement, was used as an indicator to track
the development and movement of reaction intermediates
and coke through a tube reactor. The data obtained gave
the information required to develop a new kinetic model for
the process.25

In this paper we will fully describe the techniques for
analysing Z-scan data with high throughput Rietveld methods,
verification of the results against high quality single point
synchrotron image plate data, and the possible pitfalls inherent
in studying data with very small variations. The example used is
the methanol to gasoline (MTG) conversion process over the
highly crystalline aluminosilicate zeolite catalyst ZSM-5.35 This
catalyst has been used for conversion of methanol to fuels since
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the 1970’s and has been applied at an industrial scale.36 It has
a zeolite framework structure with two interlinked 10-T-atom
(T = tetrahedrally coordinated Al or Si) ring channel systems;
straight channels parallel to the (0 1 0) direction and sinusoidal
or zigzag channels parallel to the (1 0 0) direction. The process
and its zeolite catalyst have been extensively studied, particu-
larly with respect to the mechanism of the MTG process.37–42

Computational methods,43,44 microscopy,45–48 isotopic labelling/
switching,49–51 catalyst dissolution52 and spectroscopies53–59

have all been used. Of particular interest here are the numerous
powder and single crystal diffraction structural studies carried
out on adsorption of hydrocarbons into ZSM-5. The groups of
Mentzen and van Koningsveld in particular studied the effects of
adsorbing a range of hydrocarbon and halogenated hydrocarbon
molecules and methanol with detailed and careful X-ray
diffraction analysis.60–75 These studies showed that very small
variations in ZSM-5 unit cell volume can be observed on the
adsorption of various different molecules and that the filling of
the pores by different molecules can change the symmetry of
the crystal structure. The high crystallinity of the zeolite catalyst
and the large body of existing research on adsorption of organic
molecules makes X-ray diffraction a very suitable method for
studying the MTG process over ZSM-5.

It has been found that the MTG reaction is an autocatalytic
reaction, the autocatalytic species being partly alkenes, partly
arenes, and, to a smaller extent, other cyclic hydrocarbons.40

The relative significance of each autocatalytic species depends
on a variety of parameters, such as zeotype topology, acid site
density, acid strength and reaction conditions.40,76 Contact
time variation experiments using the ZSM-5 catalyst at between
290 and 390 1C showed that at short contact times, methanol
rapidly equilibrated with DME, and that the two molecules were
subsequently converted to light alkenes, which were again
converted to aromatic and paraffinic products via methylation,
cyclisation and hydride transfer reactions.77

Experimental

The ZSM-5 CBV28014 catalyst (SiO2/Al2O3 molar ratio 280) from
Zeolyst International was pressed and sieved to a particle range
of 0.25 to 0.42 mm. 100 mg of the catalyst was packed into a
4 mm internal diameter quartz tube with a quartz frit in the
tube for the catalyst to rest upon. The resulting bed depth was
16 mm. A special goniometer setup was constructed for the
experiment on beamline ID 15b of the European Synchrotron
Radiation Facility (ESRF). The tube was fitted into an L shaped
Swagelok bend mounted on a Huber goniometer head. The
goniometer head was in turn mounted on an xyz-stage capable
of very fast Z-translations over a range of 50 mm. Heat guns
were also mounted on the xyz-stage, in order that they could be
translated up and down with the reactor, maintaining the
temperature on the catalyst bed during the movement of the
bed. The reaction gases (helium inert gas or helium bubbled
through a flask of methanol at a temperature of 20 1C) were
flowed upwards through the L-bend into the reactor at a weight
hourly space velocity of 5.7 g MeOH g�1 catalyst h�1, X-ray

diffraction data were collected on a Pixium area detector with a
wavelength of 0.1426 Å (89.965 KeV). The beam size was 500 mm.
The set-up allowed us to move the catalyst bed up through the
X-ray beam at a rate of 0.5 mm s�1 with PXRD patterns being
collected at 1 second intervals. The product stream was analysed
using a European Spectrometry Systems ecoSys-P Man-Portable
mass spectrometer with capillary inlet and heated inlet tubes.
The data were scaled and reduced to 2D powder patterns using
the program DATASQUEEZE. The instrumental peak function
was characterised by a tan-2y broadening parameter as
described by O’Brien et al.26 using NIST SRM660 Lanthanum
hexaboride. This dataset was also used to calculate the sample to
detector distance (1472.5 mm) and flat plate detector geometrical
corrections used in data reduction.

Data for validation of the behaviour of the catalyst were
collected on beamline BM01A of the ESRF (The Swiss Norwegian
beamline) using the capillary reactor described by Norby et al.
and used in numerous PXRD studies of catalysts and other
systems.3–5,18–21,78–80 Helium bubbled through methanol at
20 1C was fed over the catalyst at a rate of 20 ml min�1.
Diffraction data were collected at a wavelength of 0.6978 Å on
a MAR345 image plate detector and integrated into 2D powder
patterns using FIT2D.81,82

The reaction was carried out at a temperature of 350 1C in
both the quartz tube and capillary reactors, with the catalyst
being activated prior to reaction by heating to 350 1C under a
flow of helium gas. The temperature in the capillary setup was
calibrated using the thermal expansion of silver while the tube
reactor temperature was calibrated using a thermocouple.

The data were analysed using TOPAS academic with a
parametric Rietveld approach. Polarization of the X-ray beam
was corrected for in the Rietveld refinement. The specific
methods used for analysing the data and the variations between
different analytical methodologies are discussed in more detail
below. Data were input into text files for processing with Microsoft
Excel and OriginLab Origin 8.6. A typical TOPAS input file for
the parametric refinement is included as ESI.† Curve fitting was
carried out in Origin 8.6.

Results and discussion
A. Analysis of the data

The data on the MTG were analysed by a parametric method
using the structural model of as synthesised ZSM-5 reported by
Van Koningsveld et al.83 The stability of the TOPAS Rietveld
algorithm allows us to use the occupancy factors of the atoms
in the template as dummy atoms to quantify the electron density
built up in the pores, a method used previously for in situ studies
of the MTO process.3 The occupancy of these sites refines to zero
when there is no electron density present in the pores, and was
linked to a single refined parameter for each powder pattern.
Each pattern has an independent 7-term Chebyshev polynomial
background function with a broad Lorentzian peak used in
addition to model the amorphous bump in the background
caused by the quartz reactor tube (fixed position, intensity refined
independently for each pattern, broadening linked across all
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patterns in the dataset, see below). The lattice parameters of the
structure were refined for each pattern as restricted by sym-
metry (orthorhombic space group number 62, Pnma) and the
broadening of the peaks in each pattern was modelled with the
TOPAS Lorentzian strain broadening macro, on the assumption
that strain in the crystallites rather than particle size would be
influenced by any changes caused by the build-up of reaction
intermediates inside the zeolite catalyst during reaction as for
SAPO-34 in the MTO process4,6 (sample related broadening of
powder diffraction peaks being caused principally by crystallite
size and strain). The scale, adsorption correction and zero error
were linked between the datasets and treated in different ways
in order to test the effect of the different methods. The ability to
link parameters between multiple datasets which are refined
simultaneously in a simple and intuitive way (they are simply
given the same parameter name whenever they occur in the
input file) is a major advantage of the TOPAS Rietveld refine-
ment program. This is a key part of the strategy for Rietveld
analysis of fast Z-scan high energy powder X-ray diffraction
(HEPXRD) data – limiting the number of parameters in the
large datasets and also increasing the precision in their deter-
mination. In the analysis of the MTG data we experimented
with linking of various parameters between the datasets. The
main linked parameters were zero point, scale factor, position
and broadening of the quartz background peak and adsorption
correction. For the main analysis of the complete dataset a
2-theta range of 0.5 to 6.951 was used (min d-spacing = 1.176 Å).

When dealing with very large datasets it is necessary to
separate the data into batches due to memory limitations (the
least squares matrix must be held in the RAM of the processing
computer). This means that it is important to know how certain
parameters which should be the same in all cases vary between
the batches. We, therefore investigated the influence of the zero
point on the datasets – studying the difference between refining
batches with a fixed zero point or allowing the zero point to
refine separately between the batches and hoping that it
reaches the same value in all cases. Allowing different values
of the zero point correction led to a significant oscillation in
this parameter between two values (�0.00062 and �0.00053)
which influenced the lattice parameters to a very significant
degree (a cell volume average of 5355 Å3 for zero error =
�0.00062 compared to 5368 Å3 for zero error = �0.00053).
Because of these variations due to correlation of the lattice
parameters and the zero point we decided to fix the zero point
for all refinements. We note however that this effect does not
change the actual trends in the data: the same percentage
variations are observed in the unit cell volume regardless of
the zero point chosen. This suggests that despite the correlation
with the zero point the lattice parameters are converging to
values representative of the physical behaviour (Fig. 1). The data
used in the contour plots presented below were obtained with a
fixed zero point error correction of �0.00062.

The method used to refine the position of the quartz back-
ground peak was also varied: free refinement for all powder
patterns, fixed position and linked refinement in each batch
were tested. The results showed very little variation in the unit

cell volume and channel occupancy for the different methods;
however, the spread of values is noticeably greater for the free
refinement data (Fig. 2a) and slightly greater for the fixed
position method (note points at TOS = 24.6, 77.9 and 99 minutes
in the channel occupancy plot, Fig. 2b). In view of this we used
the parametric method to refine the quartz background peak
position in the main refinements.

B. Influence of the batch shape

The batches used in the analysis of z-scan data have a clear
influence on the results (see Fig. 1 and 2a in ref. 10). We
therefore carried out our analysis in two ways. In the ‘‘block
analysis’’ the batches were formed of 10 complete scans of the
reactor (each scan comprises data from all 32 slices of the
reactor). The ‘‘linear’’ analysis used batches created from a
single slice of the reactor. The overall trends seen in both types
of refinement should be the same. When the data are plotted as
contour maps in time and space the results of the two methods
are clearly closely related for channel occupancy (Fig. 3a and b)
where clear variations can be observed.

Several features of the channel occupancy plots are reproduced
between the block and linear analyses, the most important being
the onset of a significant increase in occupancy across the reactor
bed at 25 minutes on stream; an area of increased occupancy at
the outlet end of the reactor (beginning at around 14 mm from
the inlet) and two streaks of slightly increased occupancy running
vertically up the reactor bed at TOS = 82 and 95 minutes. The
significance of these features will be further discussed in Section
D below. The block method shows more periodic variations in the
reactor height dimension.

In the case of unit cell variation the changes observed are so
small that clear differences can be observed between the two
batching methods (Fig. 4a and b). In order to compare the small
variations in all parts of the reactor on the same scale the cell
volumes are presented as percentage variations around the average
value of the cell volume for each slice of the reactor bed.

The plot in Fig. 4a shows clear evidence of periodic variation
along the reactor height dimension as for channel occupancy.

Fig. 1 Percentage change in the volume of ZSM-5 for two different final refined
values of the zero error correction in the parametric Rietveld refinement, during
the MTG process in a slice of the reactor 3.5 mm from the inlet. TOS stands for
‘‘time on stream’’: the time for which the catalyst bed has been exposed to the
methanol reagent gas. Refinement was carried out along the reactor slice (see
Section B). Note the upward trend in the volume/average volume percentage.
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This may well be a sign of instability in the block refinement
strategy. The values obtained by the linear method are much
smoother (Fig. 4b), to the point of showing almost no variation.
However, careful examination indicates that a slight growth in
the unit cell occurs across the reactor bed with time, with the
biggest expansion observed at the outlet end of the bed. These
results suggest that the linear refinement method is superior
for analysis of z-scan data.

Using standard 2-dimensional plots of the unit cell variation
for individual slices of the bed shows the changes more clearly.
The lines of best fit obtained by linear regression of the data for
each slice of the bed show slightly different slopes and further
analysis of these for all slices of the reactor bed suggests a weak
trend of increasing slope higher up the bed (Fig. 5).

Clearly it is difficult to obtain useful data on this system
from the unit cell volume variations, as they are so small.

Fig. 2 Influence of the refinement method used for the quartz peak on the cell volume (a) and the channel occupancy (b) for the 0 mm slice of the MTG reactor.

Fig. 3 Contour plots of the variation of channel occupancy (colour scale) in ZSM-5 during the MTG conversion process. The occupancy is represented by the colour
scale. Plot (a) is based on data obtained by block refinement and plot (b) on linear refinement data.

Fig. 4 Percentage variations (colour scale) in the unit cell volume of ZSM-5 during the MTG conversion process shown as contour plots in time and space. Plot (a)
shows values obtained by the block refinement method and (b) values obtained by linear analysis.
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Furthermore, it was not possible to obtain good difference
Fourier maps from the z-scan data, even when the range of
d-spacing was extended to 0.88 Å, however, using the dummy
atom method the occupancy can be quantified, and this proves
much more revealing than the unit cell volume. The trend in
the channel occupancy varies with height in the bed, as can be
seen from the contour plot in Fig. 2. The variations are well
illustrated by 2-D plots of the reactor slices (Fig. 6). At the inlet
end of the reactor a linear growth in occupancy is observed
(a); the mid-section plots show a similar maximum level of
occupancy but the maximum point is reached faster, with a
rapid increase in occupancy until TOS = 20 minutes followed by
a reduction in the slope (b); at the outlet end of the reactor a

similar curve shape is observed in the middle section, but with
a higher final occupancy level (c).

These plots are easy to compare with the data from a single
point measurement in a capillary reactor (Fig. 7). The capillary
geometry gives better quality data than the large tube reactor as
the sample to detector distance and detector geometry are more
precisely defined. The plots clearly display the same trends
seen in the z-scan experiment, validating the observations from
the slightly lower quality data obtained for the bigger reactor.
The trend in the channel occupancy from the single point
measurements is closer to that observed in the middle of the
reactor bed, though some delay in the initiation of the growth
in occupancy is observed in the single point measurement.

Fig. 5 (a) Volume change in ZSM-5 (expressed as a percentage of the average volume) for the 7.5 mm slice of the MTG reactor; (b) plot of slopes of the linear
regression lines in the volume data for all slices of the reactor. Linear regression lines are shown to illustrate the trends in the data.

Fig. 6 2D Plots illustrating the different trends in ZSM-5 channel occupancy development during the MTG process for different slices of the reactor bed; (a) 3 mm up
the reactor, (b) 7 mm and (c) 13 mm. Linear (a) and 3rd order polynomial (b and c) fits are used to pick out the trends in the data. Note that the fit statistics for linear
and polynomial fitting of (b) are similar.
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The maximum occupancy value from the capillary reactor is
higher than that observed from the z-scan data, however, it is
unwise to compare absolute values of channel occupancy produced
by different experimental set ups, and we must content ourselves to
note the similarity of the curve shapes.

C. Calculation of errors

The normal method for determination of errors from Rietveld
refinement is through use of a covariance matrix. For the very
large datasets involved in experiments of the type described
here this is an exceptionally slow process. Fortunately TOPAS
supports the ‘‘bootstrap’’ method of error determination which
is based on repeated resampling of limited areas of the data
range.84 Since the convergence of the Rietveld refinements
required is very fast (even for multiple datasets) this method
is highly recommended. The current version of TOPAS academic
does not, unfortunately, support the output of bootstrap errors
to text files (a huge advantage when dealing with large datasets),
but we believe this has been remedied in the new version (TOPAS 5)
to be released in 2013.85

D. Catalytic activity and selectivity

Mass spectrometry (MS) responses characteristic for methanol
(m/z 31), DME (m/z 46) and propene (m/z 42) versus time
on stream are shown in Fig. 8. Response characteristics for
butane (m/z 58), butene (m/z 56) and propane (m/z 44) were
also measured, but their time dependence did not deviate from
that of propene, and they were therefore omitted from the
figure for clarity.

Two features are apparent from the data in Fig. 8: first,
methanol and DME responses were both non-zero throughout
the experiment, showing that the conversion level was less than
100%. Furthermore, the relative fractions of methanol, DME
and propene (or any of the other measured products, see above)
in the reactor effluent were stable during the experiment,
showing that neither the conversion nor the product selectivity
changed with time on stream. This behaviour is distinctively
different from that previously observed when feeding methanol
over a SAPO-34 catalyst under similar conditions: In that experi-
ment, the methanol conversion was seen to increase, then

reach a maximum value and subsequently decrease, during
the z-scan experiment.4,25

The observed difference between the two zeotypes as
MTO catalysts is in line with conventional tests of the two
materials, with ZSM-5 gaining rapidly a steady-state activity
and maintaining this stable activity level for several days, while
SAPO-34 generally goes to the zero conversion level after a few
hours on stream.40,86

E. Interpretation of the MTG data

X-ray diffraction structural studies of adsorbed molecules in
ZSM-5 have revealed a flexible structure with rather compli-
cated behaviour with some adsorbed molecules able to change
the symmetry of the crystal structure.60–75 The symmetry
changes seem to be related to filling of the sinusoidal channels
of the zeolite framework. Filling of the channels also leads to
expansion of the unit cell compared to the activated, empty
structure. Larger molecules which occupy the intersections of
the channels cause small or negative expansion (Table 1).

The small expansions (around 0.01%) we observe during the
MTG process suggest that even during an experiment under
flowing conditions there occurs some build-up of materials
inside the channels of the zeolite catalyst. Despite the fact that
it was not possible to obtain useful difference Fourier maps

Fig. 7 Plots of the unit cell volume (a) and channel occupancy (b) of ZSM-5 during the MTG process from single point measurements in a capillary reactor.

Fig. 8 Mass spectrometry data from the MTG process over ZSM-5 collected
from the outlet of the z-scanning reactor system. Propene is used as an indicator
of the hydrocarbon output; similar traces are observed for other product
hydrocarbons.
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from the data we suggest in view of the results summarised
in Table 1 that the intermediates are not limited to the
channel intersections. The increased rate of volume increase
at the outlet end of the reactor suggests that either (1) organic
molecules build up to high concentrations faster there or (2)
larger organics which are not confined to the intersections are
present there. Clearly the feed at the outlet end of the reactor
bed has a longer contact time with the catalyst and so we expect
that larger molecules would be most likely to be found there as
they require more reaction steps to develop from methanol.

Due to the autocatalytic nature of the MTG reaction (see
Introduction) the build-up of organic molecules is expected to
proceed faster after a critical amount of autocatalytic species
have been formed, the so-called critical contact time.76 The
data reported in Fig. 6, which show an increasing slope of
the channel occupancy versus time on stream curves with
increasing contact time, is in line with such a model. A similar
distribution of autocatalytic species and coke was observed by
Schulz as colour changes in microscopic examination of a large
reactor bed88 and we observed a similar pattern of intermediate
and coke distribution driven by the flow rate of a fixed bed MTO
reactor.25 Bleken et al. have also shown that in some cases the
section of an MTG reactor bed closest to the inlet can be entirely
inert.76 The observation of a constant methanol conversion level
with time on stream (Fig. 8), in spite of an increasing amount of
product molecules (which also act as autocatalytic species) in the
catalyst channels, is more surprising. This observation may
suggest that the quantity of such species is already sufficient
for a zero order reaction rate at the start of the experiment. Or,
the added channel occupancy with time on stream may proceed
in parts of the catalyst crystals which are less important for
effluent product formation. Previous ex situ analysis of retained
aromatic molecules in a ZSM-5 catalyst after MTG testing at
350 1C showed no correlation between the amount of such
species and the methanol conversion level,89 in line with the
results of the present study. More studies, preferably under
conditions with shorter contact time or lower temperatures,
thus leading to a lower initial conversion and, possibly, more

rapid deactivation, would be required to confirm or disprove
either of the two hypotheses above.

F. Is the ZSM-5 catalyst under strain during the MTG process?

It has previously been shown that the build-up of reaction
intermediates during the MTO process causes an increase in
strain in the aluminophosphate framework catalysts SAPO-34
and SAPO-18.3,4,6 Flexibility of the framework is actually necessary
to incorporate some of the intermediate/coke molecules found in
these structures after the MTO process,6 however it is suspected
that the strain associated with the flexing of the structure may
contribute towards long term deactivation of the catalyst.90 The
contour plot of the strain data from the MTG z-scan experiment
shows little evidence of change and this is consistent with the very
small changes in unit cell volume observed in the time-scale of the
synchrotron experiment (Fig. 9a).

Looking at the linear slices through the reactor at 3, 6.5 and
13 mm, we see signs of increasing strain as the reaction
progresses (Fig. 9b–d). It is also possible to plot the channel
occupancy vs. strain for these slices (Fig. 9b–d, insets). These
plots show possible correlation in two stages (underlining the
link between filling of the zeolite cavities during methanol
conversion and increasing strain in the crystal structure, first
observed in SAPO-344), with a steep gradient up to a channel
occupancy of 0.05 and a lower gradient above. The gradients
found are shown in Table 2. The correlations suggest that
initial formation of small amounts of organic compounds in
the channels causes a large increase in strain while the further
development of larger species has less impact. Note that the
6.5 and 13 mm slices have very few points with an occupancy of
below 0.05, suggesting that large intermediates form more
quickly further from the inlet in agreement with our other
observations. The large spread of these points also leads to
rather large standard deviations in the values of slope 1. The
low levels of strain and also unit cell expansion in ZSM-5
compared to the MTO catalysts SAPO-34 and 18 are probably
due to a more open channel system which does not contain
large internal cavities where large polyaromatic molecules can

Table 1 Unit cell dimensions and locations for ZSM-5 with adsorbed molecules. The sites are numbered according to the scheme used by Mentzen et al.: I = channel
intersections, II = sinusoidal channels, III = straight channels. Volume changes are based on the calcined ZSM-5 structure reported by van Koningsveld87

Adsorbate a b c b Volume % Volume change Position Symmetry change?

None87 20.078 19.894 13.372 90 5341.20 0 None No
4-Nitroaniline70 19.96 19.941 13.367 90 5320.37 �0.39 I No
Benzene71 19.996 19.935 13.427 90 5352.27 0.207 I, II Yes
Hexane74 19.8247 20.1292 13.451 90.3 5367.63 0.495 II, III Yes
Methanol65 20.118 19.884 13.382 90.5 5352.94 0.220 I, II, III Yes
Naphthalene67 19.919 19.955 13.357 90 5309.19 �0.599 I No
Naphthalene63 19.948 19.98 13.37 90 5328.76 �0.233 I No
p-Chlorotoluene62 20.017 19.935 13.377 90 5337.94 �0.061 I No
p-Dibromobenzene62 20.032 19.93 13.379 90 5341.40 0.004 I No
p-Dichlorobenzene62 20.018 19.92 13.37 90 5331.40 �0.183 I No
p-Dichlorobenzene64 20.116 19.828 13.436 90 5359.08 0.335 I, II Yes
p-Dichlorobenzene, high loading69 20.102 19.797 13.436 90 5346.98 0.108 I, II Yes
p-Dichlorobenzene, low loading68 20.009 19.909 13.366 90 5324.47 �0.313 I No
p-Xylene62 20.025 19.91 13.374 90 5332.18 �0.169 I No
p-Xylene60 20.121 19.82 13.438 90 5359.05 0.334 I, II Yes
Toluene75 20.099 19.844 13.424 90 5354.09 0.241 I, II Yes
Xylene66 20.021 19.9331 13.3809 90 5340.05 �0.022 I No

PCCP Paper

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 1

8 
 2

01
3.

 D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

on
 2

02
6/

4/
2 

 0
3:

37
:3

0.
 

 T
hi

s 
ar

tic
le

 is
 li

ce
ns

ed
 u

nd
er

 a
 C

re
at

iv
e 

C
om

m
on

s 
A

ttr
ib

ut
io

n 
3.

0 
U

np
or

te
d 

L
ic

en
ce

.
View Article Online

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/c3cp44343d


This journal is c the Owner Societies 2013 Phys. Chem. Chem. Phys., 2013, 15, 8662--8671 8669

build up and become entrapped – such molecules are seldom
observed in the internal coke extracted from exhausted MTG
catalysts by the acid dissolution method.52,76

Conclusions

This work illustrates the methods for analysis of large time and
space resolved datasets by the Rietveld method. The compar-
isons with single point capillary in situ experiments and the
analysis of the effects of variations in the refinement strategy
show that the method is robust and the use of trend analysis to
illustrate weak features of the dataset shows the value of having
a large volume of data. The data on the MTG process over ZSM-
5 proved ideal for demonstrating this due to the very small
impact of the reaction on the diffraction data, especially with
regard to the unit cell parameters. We have also shown that
data such as zeolite channel occupancy and crystallite strain
can be reliably extracted from these data. In this case these data
proved more informative than the unit cell parameters.

The results on the MTG process suggest that there are more
or larger intermediates close to the reactor outlet (from the
expansion and channel occupancy data); at least at short times
on stream, and that these may well be aromatic in nature (from
the shape of the occupancy curves compared to silicoalumino-
phosphate MTO catalysts). We also believe that strain in the
ZSM-5 crystallites increases with the build-up of reaction inter-
mediates as previously observed for SAPO-34 and 18 in the MTO
process – however, in the case of ZSM-5 these effects are very
weak compared to the two SAPOs, probably because of its more
open channel systems.
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