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It is with great pleasure that we present
this special collection of research papers
in honour of Professor Thomas P. Rus-
sell, a true pioneer in the fields of poly-
mer science and engineering, self-
assembly and solar energy conversion.
As we celebrate his 70th birthday, it is
fitting to reflect on his many contribu-
tions to the field and the impact he has
had on the research community.
Throughout his career, Professor
Russell has made significant contribu-
tions to our understanding of block
copolymer thin films, interfacial behav-
iour of nanoparticles, and X-ray and
neutron scattering methods for studying
the structure and dynamics of polymer
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thin films. His research on block copoly-
mers has revolutionised the field of soft
matter nanotechnology and his dedica-
tion to the development and application
of X-ray and neutron scattering methods
have enabled unprecedented materials
evaluation.

One of Professor Russell's most
notable contributions lies in the field of
block copolymers. He pioneered the use
of block copolymer thin films as
templates for the creation of nano-
structured  materials," leading to
advances in fields such as electronics,
optics and energy storage. His work has
led to a better understanding of the self-
assembly behaviour of block
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polymers and their devices, high-throughput sample processing,
characterization, and data-driven materials design.
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copolymers® and the ability to precisely
control the structure and orientation of
these materials at the nanoscale.»** As
shown in the themed collection, the use
of block copolymers as templates for the
fabrication of materials with applications
including energy storage (https://doi.org/
10.1039/D2TA09353G) and for patterning
of materials used, for example, in
optoelectronics (https://doi.org/10.1039/
D2NR06742K) remain active areas of
research. The themed collection also
features work by Professor Russell
himself, who, fittingly, contributes
a study assembly of polyelectrolyte star

block copolymers at the oil-water
interface (https://doi.org/10.1039/
D2NR05113C).

Another area of research for Professor
Russell is the interfacial behaviour of
nanoparticles. He discovered that nano-
particles can segregate at the interface
between immiscible fluids and form
a liquid-like assembly,>® leading to
robust encapsulation strategies, porous
membranes and double and triple emul-
sions. He extended these ideas to poly-
mer blends and block copolymers,
enabling the spatial organisation of
nanoparticles through self-assembly
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processes. Using functionalised nano-
particles and complementary end-
functionalised polymers, he developed
a nanoparticle surfactant that self-
regulates the number of chains attached
to the nanoparticles and increases the
interfacial forces holding them in place.
This led to the structuring of fluid
domains’ with potential applications in
all-liquid batteries and ultra-low friction
materials. The themed collection
includes a recent example of such so-
called structured liquids (https://doi.org/
10.1039/D2SM01559E).
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Professor Russell has also made major
contributions to the development and
application of X-ray and neutron scat-
tering and reflectivity methods for the
study of materials.>*° His work has led to
the development of new techniques for
characterising soft materials such as
block copolymers and organic photovol-
taics. In the themed collection, his friend
and collaborator Majkrzak highlights
Professor Russell's pioneering applica-
tions of neutron reflectometry to probe
the nanoscale structure of polymer thin
film systems (https://doi.org/10.1039/
D2NR06756K). Building on Professor
Russell's pioneering work, Ganesh,
Fuentes-Cabrera, Kumar and co-workers
demonstrate the automated analysis of
neutron reflectivities of block copolymer
thin films using machine learning tools
in this themed collection (https://doi.org/
10.1039/D2NR07173H). In recent years,
Professor Russell has pioneered the use
of soft X-rays to quantitatively determine
the structure and morphology of complex
polymeric systems, including three-phase
triblock copolymer morphologies'® and
organic photovoltaic active layers."* He
has also made significant contributions
to the field of organic photovoltaics itself,
where he has developed new methods for
controlling the morphology of the active
layer in these devices, resulting in higher
efficiencies and improved stability.™
Professor Russell's work has helped to lay
the scientific foundations for the design
of next-generation organic photovoltaics.
This themed collection includes several
organic photovoltaics studies reporting
high efficiencies (https://doi.org/10.1039/

D2TA09364B, https://doi.org/10.1039/
D2TA09936E, https://doi.org/10.1039/
D2TA07113D).

In addition to his impressive research
achievements, Professor Russell has
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made significant contributions to the
scientific community through mentor-
ship, education and outreach. He has
trained numerous students and post-
doctoral researchers who have gone on to
become leaders in their fields. He has
also held key advisory positions at several
major user facilities and national
laboratories.

In summary, this collection of
research papers serves as a testament to
Professor Russell's many contributions to
the field of polymer science and engi-
neering. His innovative research and
commitment to the advancement of
materials science have had a profound
impact on the field and will continue to
inspire future generations of researchers.
We are honoured to celebrate his
achievements and ongoing contributions
through this special collection.
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