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Given the current depletion of energy resources and the escalating severity of environmental issues, it is of

utmost importance to develop sustainable materials capable of detecting harmful substances and removing

adverse environmental impacts. Herein, a rare-earth-free white-light-emitting MOF Cd-PNMI (PNMI, N-(4-

pyridyl)-1,4,5,8-naphathalene-tetracarboxy-monoimide), deriving from an idea that involves the construc-

tion of a strong white-light-emitting MOFs using a weak white-light-emitting ligand PNMI with d10 metal

based on ligand-to-ligand charge transfer (LLCT) luminescent mechanism, was designed and confirmed

using time-dependent density functional theory (TDDFT) calculations. As a sustainable white-light-emitting

material, CdPNMI can not only detect explosive and highly toxic substances at low limits of detection (LOD)

but also adsorb the dyes from waste liquids. The CdPNMI emulsion demonstrated ratiometric sensing with

remarkable dual-emission fluorescence quenching for nitro explosive and highly toxic substances, which

was confirmed to be the result of a synergetic contribution of photo-induced electronic transfer (PET) and

Förster resonance energy transfer (FRET) quenching mechanism. Due to the distinctive structure character,

CdPNMI also exhibited rapid, selective and extensive adsorption for Rhodamine B (RhB) and fluorescein

(FITC) dye, contributing to the elimination of these pollutants from waste liquids.

Introduction

White light-emitting diodes (WLEDs), as the fourth generation
green light source, have acquired increasing attention in the
fields of display and lighting due to energy saving, long life-
span, environmental friendliness, and high luminous
efficiency.1,2 Among solid-state WLEDs, UV-WLEDs are regarded
as the prospective directions.3–7 As critical components of
UV-WLEDs, white-light-emitting materials upon UV light exci-
tation have become a research hotspot in recent years.5,8,9

Especially, the white-light-emitting materials from vibrant lumi-
nescent MOFs offer a novel and different route from other
materials because of their designed structures, tunable pro-

perties, and customizable functions by the judicious choice of
metal nodes and organic linkers.10,11 Luminescent MOFs orig-
inate from the three main luminescent centres of metal, ligand,
and guest molecule.12,13 White light MOFs are classified as mul-
ticomponent MOFs that are obtained from MOF pores encapsu-
lated luminescent units (dyes, luminescent molecule, and
lanthanide metal ions)14–17 and single-component MOFs that
are synthesized by adjusting the rare earth metal or transition
metal with luminescent ligand.18,19 However, multicomponent
MOFs suffer from poor colour stability, low reproducibility, and
chromatic aberration.16 Therefore, developing single-com-
ponent MOFs with white-light emission has emerged as a prom-
ising approach.20 In view of the tight supply and escalating
prices of non-renewable rare earth, it has become necessary to
explore alternative non-rare-earth single-component white-light-
emitting MOF materials.21

To date, the majority of the reported rare-earth-free white-
light-emitting MOFs are multicomponent MOFs (guest encap-
sulated emitter);13,16,22 however, single-component white-light
MOFs are relatively scarce.19,21,23 We have previously reported
single-component white-light MOFs by doping different quan-

†Electronic supplementary information (ESI) available: Experiment section,
structure description and computation details, etc. CCDC 2336490. For ESI and
crystallographic data in CIF or other electronic format see DOI: https://doi.org/
10.1039/d4qi00747f

Key Laboratory of Magnetic Molecules & Magnetic Information Materials Ministry of

Education, School of Chemistry & Material Science, Shanxi Normal University,

Taiyuan, 030031 Shanxi, P. R. China. E-mail: zhangxm@dns.sxnu.edu.cn

4826 | Inorg. Chem. Front., 2024, 11, 4826–4834 This journal is © the Partner Organisations 2024

Pu
bl

is
he

d 
on

 0
5 

ju
ni

 2
02

4.
 D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
on

 2
02

5-
11

-1
5 

04
:3

5:
34

. 

View Article Online
View Journal  | View Issue

http://rsc.li/frontiers-inorganic
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-0659-9758
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-8809-3402
https://doi.org/10.1039/d4qi00747f
https://doi.org/10.1039/d4qi00747f
https://doi.org/10.1039/d4qi00747f
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1039/d4qi00747f&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2024-07-19
https://doi.org/10.1039/d4qi00747f
https://pubs.rsc.org/en/journals/journal/QI
https://pubs.rsc.org/en/journals/journal/QI?issueid=QI011015


tities of Eu3+ (red light) and Tb3+ (green light) into blue-emit-
ting MOFs based on trichromatic theory.18 However, achieving
rare-earth-free single-component white-light MOFs upon UV
light excitation remains a considerable challenge due to the
lack of effective adjustment strategies.

Herein, a feasible strategy is proposed to obtain rare-earth-
free single-component white-light-emitting MOFs constructed
using the weak white-light-emitting organic ligand with d10

metals. Indeed, the emission of luminescent MOFs comprised
of d10 metals (e.g., Zn and Cd) and fluorescent ligands typically
involve ligand-based electron transfer or ligand-to-ligand
charge transfer (LLCT) processes confirmed by recent
studies.24–26 Luminescent MOFs often show significantly
enhanced photoluminescence (PL) with respect to the consti-
tuting ligands themselves, and the shift in emission energy is
usually less than 15 nm compared to that of the ligand.27,28 In
order to create rare-earth-free, UV-excitable white-light-emit-
ting MOFs, we aim to construct cadmium or zinc-based lumi-
nescent MOFs using white-light emissive ligands. Among
various organic ligands, PNMI (N-(4-pyridyl)-1,4,5,8-naphthale-
netetracarboxy-monoimide, Scheme S1†) have attracted our
attention. The naphthalimides have a coplanar π-electron core
and display potential photophysical properties, which can be
advantageous to construct fluorescent MOFs. More importantly,
PNMI emits weak white light with a relatively low quantum
yield (Φf < 0.1%), rendering it an ideal linker candidate because
the constructed MOFs can emit stronger white light.

As far as WLED is concerned, it is undoubtedly environ-
mentally friendly. However, currently, the excess discharge of
some pollutants such as nitroaromatic explosives and dyes has
posed a serious threat to the environment and biological
health.29 How to detect and eliminate them is an urgent issue
to be resolved. In recent years, the sensing applications of
luminescent MOFs for detecting pollutants have been an extre-
mely active area of research,30 which is derived from their
tunable and stable structures with large surface areas that can
bring excellent selectivity, sensitivity, and recyclability.31–33

The versatile MOFs constructed by naphthalimides are known
to be a class of excellent candidates for sensors to detect
nitroaromatic explosives such as 2,4,6-trinitrophenol (TNP),
4-nitrotoluene (4-NT), and nitrobenzene (NB) due to the abun-
dant interactions and charge transfer between the host frame-
works and the targeted guest molecules.31 Up to now, the
reported naphthalimide-based MOF sensors have mainly been
focused on single-emission turn-off or turn-on fluorescent
sensing.34–38 However, the detection accuracy of single-signal
MOF sensors is limited by various factors, including the solu-
tion concentration, instrument, environment, and excitation
light intensity. The ratiometric fluorescence MOF sensors
could eliminate these drawbacks through self-reference of dual
emission, acquiring high-precision detection.12 The con-
structed CdPNMI, as 3D porous MOFs, exhibits a remarkable
porosity of 46% and features large pore sizes, along with abun-
dant pyridyl-N and imide-O binding sites within the internal
pore walls. Interestingly, the fluorescent titration experiments
of CdPNMI emulsion by different concentrations of nitromatic

explosives show a prominent dual-emission quenching effect.
More distinctively, the constructing CdPNMI also displays
amazing absorption for Rhodamine B (RhB) and fluorescein
(FITC) dyes. Therefore, the Cd-based MOF in the work mani-
fests multi-functional features with white light emission, fluo-
rescent sensing, and dye absorption.

Experimental section
Materials and methods

Details on all materials and chemicals, the synthesis of
organic compound DPNDI (N,N′-di-(4-pyridyl)-1,4,5,8-naphtha-
lenete-tracarboxydiimide), PNMI and CdPNMI, the preparation
of all solutions and measurements are supplied in the ESI,†
and CCDC 2336490 contains the supplementary crystallo-
graphic data for this paper.†

Results and discussion

The organic ligand PNMI was synthesized by partial hydrolysis
of DPNDI according to Scheme S1 (Fig. S1–S3).† CdPNMI was
obtained with Cd salts and PNMI in a mixture of DMF and
H2O by a solvothermal method. Interestingly, it was acciden-
tally found that CdPNMI can also be prepared DPNDI and Cd
salts. The single-crystal structure contained a partially hydro-
lyzed product of DPNDI, which was consistent with the
reported result.39

Single-crystal X-ray diffraction analysis reveals that CdPNMI
crystallizes in the monoclinic P21/n space group, which is iso-
structural with the [Cd(PNMI)]·0.5DMA·5H2O crystal.39 The
asymmetric unit includes one Cd(II) metal ion and one PNMI
ligand. As depicted in Fig. 1, each Cd atom shows a six-co-

Fig. 1 Crystal structure of CdPNMI. (a) Representation of the Cd
coordination environment; (b) 3D net with abundant nitrogen and
oxygen sites along the inner channel walls; (c) space-filling model of a
1D channel viewed along the a-axis; (d) view of 1D channels along the a
axis filled with green balls.
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ordinated environment with a slightly distorted CdO5N octa-
hedral geometry (Fig. S4†). The Cd–O and Cd–N bond lengths
are 2.213(3) to 2.347(3) Å and 2.277(3) to 2.278(3) Å, respect-
ively. The L–Cd–L (L = N, O) bond angles range from 79.95(10)
to 176.39(12)° and deviate slightly from those of the perfect
octahedron (Tables S1 and S2†). Furthermore, a Cd2O8N2

cluster is formed by two CdO5N octahedrons with a shared
side, which is derived from a rhomboid Cd2O2 ring generated
by the two carboxylic O4 atoms of two different ligands brid-
ging two Cd atoms (Fig. 1a and Fig. S4b†). Each O4 atom in the
η2 mode coordinates with the Cd atom, and the carboxylic
group of the entire ligand in the μ4-η1:η1:η1:η2 mode is co-
ordinated to four Cd atoms (Fig. S4c†). The remaining three
oxygen atoms are connected to another Cd2O2 ring, resulting
in an extended 1D chain along the a-axis (Fig. S4d†). Four adja-
cent 1D chains are connected by Cd–N bonds of each ligand to
form 3D MOFs with 1D channel (Fig. 1b–d). Topology analysis
was conducted to further understand the 3D network, in which
PNMI ligands and Cd2O8N2 clusters are regarded as three-con-
nected and six-connected nodes, respectively (Fig. S4e and f†). A
calculation by TOPOS reveals a (3,6)-connected rtl network with
a Schläfli point symbol of (4·62)2(42·610·83). The accessible pore
void was obtained to be 46% of the total cell volume by the
PLATON program. The 1D rhombus-like channels of CdPNMI
had the interior cross-section dimensions of ca. 15.39 × 11.90 Å
along the a-axis (subtracting the van der Waals radii of the two
oxygen atoms, Fig. 1c).

X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS) was conducted to
explore the elemental composition of the CdPNMI crystal. As
depicted in Fig. S6,† the peaks of Cd, C, O and N are observed
in the survey spectrum, confirming the presence of the above
elements without impurities. The Cd 3d spectrum reveals two
types of electron orbits, Cd 3d5/2 and Cd 3d3/2, at binding ener-
gies of 412.4 and 404.8 eV, respectively (Fig. 2a).40,41 Different
carbon environments are identified from the C 1s spectrum
(Fig. 2b): three peaks at 284.8, 285.8 and 288.7 eV corres-
ponding to CvC/C–C, C–N, and OvC–O bonds, respectively.42

Meanwhile, the peaks of O 1s at 531.4, 532.0, and 533.2 eV, are
ascribed to Cd–O, OvC–O and OvC (amide) in Fig. 2c,
respectively.43 Fig. 2d shows the characteristic peaks of N 1s at
400.1 eV (C–N) and 404.8 eV (Cd–N).41 In addition, IR spectra
of CdPNMI describe the presence of the main functional
group, further confirming the structure of CdPNMI (Fig. S3†).
The PXRD analysis of CdPNMI, as depicted in Fig. S7,† shows
close diffraction peaks with the simulated ones by single crys-
tals, indicating the phase purity of the crystal. The morphology
of the CdPNMI crystal is also investigated by scanning electron
microscopy (SEM) images. As shown in Fig. S5,† CdPNMI
crystal is composed of blocks and rods with smooth surfaces.

Similar PXRD of CdPNMI crystals immersed in different
solvents indicated identical phases (Fig. S8†), suggesting the
good solvent stability of CdPNMI. Meanwhile, thermo-
gravimetric analysis of the CdPNMI crystal was performed at a
temperature of 30–800 °C. The first weight loss in the range of
30–75 °C is attributed to the removal of water molecules from
the crystal lattice. The second stage from 75 °C to 130 °C orig-
inates from the loss of guest water molecules. The decompo-
sition of the organic ligand occurred at 320–436 °C (Fig. S12†),
indicating that the CdPNMI crystal exhibited favorable
thermostability.

CdPNMI showed a strong UV absorption band shifted to
260 nm and 370 nm (including 320 nm with the maximum
absorption peak) compared with the transition peak of PNMI
at 255 and 348 nm, corresponding to the π → π* transition of
PNMI ligands. In addition, a shoulder peak around 457 nm
can be observed in CdPNMI, which could be attributed to an
inter-molecular electron-transfer transition of the PNMI ligand
(Fig. S13†).

The solid-state emission spectra of PNMI and CdPNMI were
investigated under ambient conditions. As shown in Fig. 3a,
PNMI ligands emit a weak white light and two broad bands
with maximum emission at 446 and 541 nm under the exci-
tation of 350 nm (Φf < 0.1%), which are assigned to π → π* of
intraligand and interligand electronic transitions (Fig. S27†).
Compared with the PNMI ligands, the CdPNMI crystal emits
significantly stronger white light and exhibits two broad bands
with maximum emission at 440 and 548 nm under the exci-
tation of 356 nm (Fig. 3b and Fig. S14†). The slight shift of the
emission wavelength and broadening of the spectra are
perhaps due to charge transfer among the organic ligands
(LLCT) in the cyclically extending framework of CdPNMI. The
CIE (Commission Internationale de l’Eclairage) coordinates for
the emission of the PNMI ligand and CdPNMI crystal are cal-
culated to be (0.295, 0.342) and (0.306, 0.331), all within the
white region of the chromaticity graph (Fig. S15†).
Interestingly, CdPNMI crystals can produce bright white light
under different excitation light from 365 nm to 390 nm
(Fig. S16†). As an important parameter, the fluorescence life-
time of the CdPNMI crystal was investigated, and the time-
resolved PL lifetime measurements showed biexponential
decays, with lifetimes of 3.06 ns and 5.25 ns, corresponding to
the emission wavelength of 440 nm and 548 nm, respectively
(Fig. 3c). The absolute fluorescence quantum yield (QY) of the

Fig. 2 XPS spectra of the CdPNMI crystal: (a) Cd 3d, (b) C 1s, (c) O 1s,
and (d) N 1s.
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CdPNMI crystal was measured as 4.12% under 356 nm exciting
with diffuse light within an integrating sphere. This means the
fluorescence intensity is indeed enhanced by constructing the
d10 metal MOFs with weak white-light-emitting PNMI ligand,
confirming the feasibility of the design idea. Apparently, the
rigid structure of the CdPNMI crystal confines the free move-
ment of the PNMI ligand in the framework, resulting in the
reduction of the nonradiative decay rate, further increasing the
luminescent intensity and quantum efficiency.

To further confirm whether the luminescence mechanism
in CdPNMI follows the ligand-to-ligand charge transfer (LLCT)
or metal-to-ligand charge transfer (MLCT), TDDFT calculations
were conducted. As depicted in Fig. 3d and Fig. S26,† the
change of the electron cloud density distribution on the fron-
tier orbitals of the CdPNMI model shows that an efficient
charge transfer process could occur between the organic
ligands. The calculated photophysical properties of CdPNMI
are listed in Table S3.† All transitions show π → π* transitions,
and there are two local excitation states (SLE) and four charge
transfer states (SCT). Interestingly, the two excited states exhibit
a significant charge-transfer characteristic and are denoted as

SCT1(ππ*) and SCT3(ππ*) with transition energies of 4.5295 and
4.6801 eV, respectively, corresponding to two large oscillator
strengths ( f = 0.7007 and 0.9280). The two primary types of
transitions involve charge transfer (CT) from the pyridine ring
of one ligand to the naphthalimide ring of the other ligand,
and CT from the naphthalene ring of one ligand to the
naphthalimide ring of the other ligand (Fig. 3d). The two var-
ieties of the charge transfer process are the underlying cause
of the dual-emission peak observed in CdPNMI. In fact, the
fluorescence decay profile of CdPNMI for different emission
wavelengths also suggests a different luminescent mechanism
of the two emission peaks (Fig. 3c). This calculation verifies
that the fluorescence of CdPNMI originates from LLCT, rather
than MLCT.

Given that the CdPNMI crystal showed stronger white light
under the excitation of 365 nm (Fig. S15†), the CdPNMI
material was applied on a commercially available UV-LED
lamp (Fig. 3b). Interestingly, the fabricated LED with a
reported method emitted bright white light,18 which indicated
that the rare-earth-free MOFs CdPNMI constructed using the
d10 metal exhibit favorable white-light properties.

Fig. 3 Solid-state fluorescence spectra of the organic ligand PNMI (a) and CdPNMI (b). Inset: optical images of PNMI (a) and CdPNMI (b) under the
maximum excitation, photographs of LEDs (b): a 3 mm reference UV LED (365 nm) coated with a thin layer of CdPNMI turned off (lower left) and
turn on (lower right); (c) fluorescence decay profile of the CdPNMI crystal under different emission wavelengths (λex = 356 nm); (d) energy transfer
and computed frontier molecular orbitals of the CdPNMI model by the TDDFT method.
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In addition to the application of solid white lighting,
CdPNMI also displayed a similar sensing ability to these
reported naphthalene diimide MOF, especially for nitroaro-
matic compounds (NACs) with explosive pollutants and highly
poisonous substances. Although several naphthalene diimide
MOFs showed distinctive single-emission luminescent
sensing,35–38 few reports have appeared on similar dual-emis-
sion sensing.44 The CdPNMI emulsion in DMA shows two
emission peaks at 425 nm and 468 nm (Fig. S17†). To verify
the sensing ability of CdPNMI towards a series of nitroaro-
matic explosives including TNP, NT, and NB, fluorescence titra-
tion experiments were carried out with gradual addition of
NACs solutions to the CdPNMI emulsion. Interestingly,
CdPNMI emulsion displayed remarkable dual-emission fluo-
rescence quenching in the presence of these NACs (Fig. 4).
Moreover, the decreasing degrees of the fluorescence intensity
at 425 nm and 468 nm are different, and the experimental
results show the decline of the emission peak at 425 nm are
faster than that at 468 nm, which belongs to ratiometric fluo-
rescence sensing with the same change of the two emissions
in different varying degrees.12 Given that CdPNMI shows two
emission peaks due to different LLCT pathways, these analytes
(NACs) partly interdict LLCT, which may further affect the
descent degree of fluorescence intensity of two emissions. For

the sensing of TNP, the fluorescence intensity at 425 nm is
reduced to 57.4% of the original level by adding 29.4 μM of
TNP into the CdPNMI emulsion, whereas the fluorescence
intensity at 468 nm decreases to 42.3% of its initial intensity.
Similarly, the 22.6% and 16.6% fluorescence quenching at
425 nm and 468 nm were observed by adding 29.4 μM of 4-NT
(Fig. S19†), and the addition of 29.4 μM of NB results in the
23.6% and 18.5% fluorescence quenching at 425 nm and
468 nm, respectively (Fig. S18†). Among all the nitro explo-
sives, TNP exhibits the highest quenching efficiency of the
emission intensity of CdPNMI (Fig. 4a and Fig. S18, S19†). In
addition, high-poisonous 4-nitro aniline (4-NA) was attempted
as a probed nitroaromatic compound. Surprisingly, the
CdPNMI emulsion shows conspicuous fluorescence quenching
and is almost completely quenched upon the addition of
114 μM of 4-NA, which is nearly the same as the quenching
efficiency of TNP. Likewise, the addition of 29.4 μM of 4-NA
caused 54.6% and 43.6% fluorescence quenching at 425 nm
and 468 nm, respectively. A detailed analysis of fluorescence
quenching for TNP and 4-NA was conducted. As shown in
Fig. S20 and S21,† the different fluorescence quenching by
TNP and NA follow the nonlinear behavior in the concen-
tration range of 0–114 μM, which is fitted by the empirical
equation of I/I0 = 1 + a × exp(K[Q]). Based upon the above

Fig. 4 Changes in the emission intensity of CdPNMI emulsion upon incremental additions of (a) TNP and (b) 4-NA; (c) spectral overlap between the
normalized absorption spectra of NACs with the normalized emission spectrum of CdPNMI; (d) HOMO and LUMO energy levels of CdPNMI and
nitro aromatic compounds.
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fitting results, a linear quenching plot was acquired, and their
quenching constants (KSV) are 4.4 × 104 and 3.8 × 104, respect-
ively.45 The limit of detection (LOD) for TNP was estimated to
be 0.42 ppm, which was a lower value,46 and the LOD of NA
was 0.49 ppm, which were calculated according to the 3σ cri-
teria. The high value of KSV and low LOD indicates the high
sensitivity of CdPNM for the detection of TNP over other nitro
analytes.

To verify the reusability of CdPNMI sensing for TNP, cycling
experiments were conducted for TNP detections. As shown in
Fig. S22,† CdPNMI exhibits excellent regenerative stability to
TNP. After five cycles, the fluorescent intensities and quench-
ing efficiencies of CdPNMI only exhibited slight decreases.
More importantly, the PXRD of CdPNMI crystal retains the
original structure in Fig. S9,† indicating the good stability of
CdPNMI. Meanwhile, the anti-interference experiments were
also carried out. The selective sensing ability of CdPNMI for
TNP was not disturbed by toluene (PhMe), NB, and 4-NT com-
petitors (Fig. S23 and S24†). High selectivity, stability, and
reusing capability endow CdPNMI with the potential for sub-
sequent practical applications.

The fluorescence quenching mechanism needs to be
further explored for interpreting the aforementioned experi-
mental results. As shown in Fig. S25,† the Stern–Volmer plot
of TNP and 4-NA shows linear growth at low concentrations
and an upward curve with increasing concentrations, however,
that of NB and 4-NT display a linear change. The nonlinear
trends indicate the energy transfer between CdPNMI and TNP,
which may be caused by static and dynamic quenching mecha-
nisms. The static quenching mechanism can be due to a
ground-state and non-fluorescent complex formed by analytes
diffusing into the pores of CdPNMI. Dynamic quenching can
relate to photo-induced electronic transfer (PET) and Förster
resonance energy transfer (FRET). To further confirm the PET
mechanism, a DFT calculation was executed for the HOMO–
LUMO energy level of analytes. As depicted in Fig. 4d, the
LUMO energy level of CdPNMI is obviously higher than that of
the probed NACs, which means photo-induced electron trans-
fer from the CdPNMI framework to the electron-deficient
NACs. It is well known that the lower the LUMO level of ana-
lytes, the easier the electron transfer. For the probed NACs, the
order of their LUMO level is 4-NA > 4-NT > NB > TNP, so TNP
has the highest fluorescence quenching efficiency among all
the probed NACs. Although the LUMO level of 4-NT and NB is
lower than that of 4-NA, the experiment results display that the
quenching efficiency of 4-NA is clearly higher, which indicates
that there lies another quenching mechanism. From Fig. 4c it
can be seen that the UV absorption spectra of TNP and 4-NA
partly overlap with the emission spectra of the CdPNMI emul-
sion, suggesting energy transfer from CdPNMI from its excited
state to NACs. This is a typical FRET mechanism. In general,
the more the spectral overlap between the UV absorbance
spectra of NACs and the emission spectra of MOF, the greater
the chance of energy transfer and therefore higher fluo-
rescence quenching. Therefore, TNP displays the highest
quenching efficiency, and there is not much difference

between TNP and 4-NA. For NB and 4-NT, there lies no FRET
mechanism. In conclusion, the combination of PET and FRET
mechanisms explicitly supports the fluorescence quenching of
these NACs.

In recent years, the widespread utilization of some synthetic
organic dyes, including Rhodamine B (RhB) and fluorescein
(FITC), has resulted in their elevated discharge into the
environment, posing a significant threat to life and the
environment due to their toxic nature at higher
concentrations.47,48 Procedures utilized for dye removal from
the environment encompass membrane filtration, biological
treatment, and adsorption.49 Among these, adsorption is the
most widely used technique for dye remediation in the
environment, attributed to its efficacy and impressive color
removal capabilities. The advent of MOFs can be an excellent
candidate because of their adjustable porous structure and
designable and modifiable functionality.50 However, the prom-
ising research on the removal of dyes from waste liquid using
MOFs has received less attention. In view of the structural
characteristics of CdPNMI with 46% porosity and the abun-
dant N and O sites in the pores, CdPNMI may exhibit a certain
dye absorption ability. Due to the pore size of 15.39 × 11.90 Å,
the confinement effect of CdPNMI pores results in the selec-
tion of the dye molecules with the fit size. Rhodamine B and
fluorescein possess sizes of 15.8 × 10.4 Å and 13.1 × 11.2 Å,
respectively (Fig. S28†). Therefore, these two dyes were selected
as adsorbates.

The CdPNMI crystals (each 5 mg) were individually added
to different concentrations of RhB or FITC in 20 mL acetone
solution. The solution was shaken, and allowed to stand.
Subsequently, the UV-vis spectra of the solution were
measured according to the duration of shaking. As shown in
Fig. 5, UV-vis spectra display that CdPNMI crystals rapidly
adsorb near 70% FITC dyes in 2 minutes, whereas only 60%
RhB dye was adsorbed at the same time, and after 4 h, reach-
ing complete absorption. Obviously, the rate and dose of FITC
absorption are faster and more than those for RhB absorption,
which indicates that CdPNMI exhibits not only the selective
absorption capability of these dyes but also the potential for
rapid absorption applications.

To precisely quantify the dye uptake capacities of CdPNMI,
an equal amount of adsorbents (5 mg) was added to different

Fig. 5 Temporal evolution of UV/Vis absorption spectra of 20 mL
acetone solution containing (a) RhB (20 mg L−1), (b) FITC (550 mg L−1)
for CdPNMI adsorption. The photographs show the colours of the solu-
tion and crystal before and after organic dye adsorption.
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concentrations of the organic dyes RhB (from 5 mg L−1 to
100 mg L−1) or FITC (from 50 mg L−1 to 550 mg L−1) in 20 mL
acetone. UV-vis spectra were used to monitor the uptake
capacity of CdPNMI (Fig. S29†). The adsorbent dosage for the
adsorption process was determined, and the absorbance
before and after the adsorption process was measured to calcu-
late the quantity (qe) of RhB (64 mg g−1) and FITC (1000 mg
g−1) adsorbed at the equilibrium (ESI†). To our knowledge, the
uptake capacity of FITC by CdPNMI is the highest among all of
the reported absorption materials (Table S4†), although
CdPNMI is a neutral network. Meanwhile, the PXRDs of
CdPNMI crystal after adsorbing different concentrations of
RhB or FITC in acetone solution were measured, which essen-
tially showed the intact structure, as shown in Fig. S10 and
S11,† further confirming the stability of the CdPNMI crystal.

The absorption difference between RhB and FITC dyes
motivated us to explore the absorption mechanism. First, from
the size confinement, FITC molecules could be easier to
accommodate into the 1D pores of CdPNMI compared to the
RhB molecules; secondly, the carboxyl group of RhB and two
hydroxyl and carbonyl groups of FITC can generate hydrogen
bonds with the exposed oxygen of the carbonyl group in
CdPNMI pores, leading to the enlargement of adsorption. As
shown in Fig. 6, IR spectra of RhB@CdPNMI and
FITC@CdPNMI show peaks of CdPNMI and dyes, suggesting
these dyes are completely encompassed by the CdPNMI
crystal. The peak of RhB@CdPNMI at 3411 cm−1, derived from
the 3446 cm−1 peak of RhB, is attributed to the O–H stretching
vibration of –COOH in RhB. Upon absorption of the RhB mole-
cules, the peak position of CdPNMI undergoes a shift towards
the lower wavenumber, accompanied by a broadening effect.
Meanwhile, the peak of CdPNMI at 1669 cm−1 shifts to
1663 cm−1 in RhB@CdPNMI, which is ascribed to the
vibration peak of CvO, along with the increase of peak inten-
sity. These peak changes suggest the existence of a hydrogen
bond between the CvO of CdPNMI and –COOH of RhB.
Similarly, for FITC@CdPNMI, the change of the 3426 cm−1

peak of the hydroxyl group and the 1659 cm−1 peak of the car-
bonyl group can show the presence of hydrogen bonds
between the two groups. Furthermore, the more the formed
hydrogen bonds, the stronger the interaction of CdPNMI and
dyes, resulting in an increasing absorption dosage of
CdPNMI for dyes. This is consistent with our experimental
conclusions.

Conclusions

In conclusion, a single-component rare-earth-free white-light-
emitting MOFs (CdPNMI) was developed based on a designable
concept that is a strong white-light-emitting MOFs constructed
by a weak white-light emissive ligand (PNMI) with d10 metal.
Impressively, CdPNMI emits a bright white light (QY) under
different exciting wavelengths of 365–390 nm, and a WLED was
fabricated by utilizing CdPNMI on a commercially available
UV-LED lamp. TDDFT calculation indicated the LLCT mecha-
nism, excluding the possibility of MLCT. As a luminescent
material, CdPNMI also demonstrated remarkable detective
capabilities for nitroexplosive and highly toxic substances.
Different from the reported single-emission MOF sensors based
on a naphthalene diimide ligand, the CdPNMI emulsion in
DMA displayed ratiometric sensing with dual-emission fluo-
rescence quenching. The explosive TNP and high toxic 4-NA
almost completely quenched the emission of CdPNMI emul-
sion, and the LODs for TNP and 4-NA were 0.42 ppm and
0.49 ppm, respectively. The quenching mechanism was con-
firmed to be the result of a combination of PET and FRET from
DFT calculations and experiment validations. Meanwhile,
CdPNMI presents rapid, selective and large absorption capacity
for RhB (64 mg g−1) and FITC (1000 mg g−1) dyes, which are
mainly derived from the distinctive structure of CdPNMI. The
absorption mechanism can be illustrated by the confinement
effect of the CdPNMI pores and the strong hydrogen-bonding
interaction between dye molecules and the carbonyl group in
the wall of the hole. The utilization of CdPNMI for the absorp-
tion of RhB and FITC will significantly contribute to the elimin-
ation of these pollutants from waste liquids. Overall, the versa-
tile CdPNMI demonstrates remarkable properties in white light,
ratiometric fluorescence sensing, and dye absorption.
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