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d metal–organic frameworks
(Ln-MOFs): synthesis, properties and applications

Kankan Patra *ab and Haridas Pal *bc

Micro- and meso-porous solid materials based on metal–organic frameworks (MOFs) have been gaining

significant attention for the last three decades as they offer diverse applications in a large number of areas.

An advantage of these materials is that they can be rationally designed with desired characteristics using

several metal ions belonging either to the s-, p-, d-, or f-block elements of the periodic table, in

combination with suitable polytopic organic linkers (multidentate ligands), resulting in various structural and

application aspects. Among the MOFs, those composed of lanthanide ions {Ln(III)}, commonly referred to as

Ln-MOF systems, have attracted enormous attention because they display favorable characteristics, like

large structural diversity, tailorable structural designs, tunable porosity, large surface area, high thermal

stability, and immense chemical stability. All these characteristics are very useful for their widespread

applications in diverse areas. Since Ln(III) ions possess higher coordination numbers compared to transition

metal (TM) ions, Ln-MOF materials are generally more porous, offering better applications. Further, hybrid

MOF systems consisting of both Ln(III) and TM ions (Ln–TM-MOF systems) can introduce additional features

to these mixed metal porous materials for their much wider applications. Luminescence and magnetic

properties of Ln(III) ions make these materials ideal for various display and sensing applications, in addition to

their porosity-related applications. In this review article, our aim is to discuss the basic aspects, preparation

methodologies, important properties, and utilizations of MOF materials with a special emphasis on Ln(III)-

based MOF systems. Initially, a short introduction is provided on MOF systems, which is followed by other

aspects of these materials as mentioned above. Subsequently, we sequentially highlight the interesting

characteristics of these materials, including their structural aspects, porosity, magnetic properties, and

luminescence behavior. Finally, some of the potential uses of these systems have been presented with

special emphasis on their gas storage, catalysis and luminescence-based chemical sensing applications.
Sustainability spotlight

In recent times, porous Ln-MOF (lanthanide-based metal–organic framework) materials have attracted immense academic and applied interests owing to their
many advantages, including their unique framework structures, extensive porosity, large surface area, ample opportunities for derivatization with functional
groups, and excellent chemical stability, in comparison to other conventional porous materials. We have presented potential features of Ln-MOFs along with
their synthesis procedures, important structural characteristics and relevant categorization of these solid porous network systems. The important properties
that have been discussed are the porous characteristics of these materials, their magnetic properties, and their luminescence characteristics. Furthermore, we
have explored the potential applications of Ln-MOF materials, including gas separation and storage, catalysis, and luminescence-based chemical sensing.
1. General introduction to metal–
organic frameworks (MOFs)

The unique crystalline and highly porous inorganic–organic
hybrid materials constituted through regular arrays of metal
nodes (metal ions or their clusters) interconnected via
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coordination bonds created by the involvement of organic
linker molecules are designated as metal–organic framework
(MOF) materials, or simply MOFs.1 In these materials, metal
nodes are tightly held together in three dimension with regular
arrangements, where organic linkers provide the anchoring
arms and act as the spacers for the metal nodes to maintain
their three-dimensional highly ordered arrangements,
providing these materials with very unique network structures
that possess numerous rigid inbuilt pores, useful for diverse
applications. As mentioned before, the metal nodes in these
materials can be either individual metal ions, clusters of metal
ions, or even some type of metal compounds that can provide
required coordination sites to hold multiple organic linkers,
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leading to the formation of the desired MOF network. Since the
last three decades, MOF materials have been realized as the
most intriguing and promising inorganic–organic hybrid solid-
state materials owing to their unique characteristics, like high
porosities, controllable size and shapes of their inbuilt pores,
tailormade network structures, high crystallinity, high thermal
and chemical stability, and ready functionalization of their pore
walls.2,3

It is possible to prepare MOF materials using cations of
several metallic elements belonging either to the s, p, d, or f
block elements, which can display varying coordination
numbers, diverse coordination geometries, and different
oxidation states. These metal ions can form suitable metal
nodes or clusters, which can subsequently undergo intercon-
nections among themselves involving suitable polytopic organic
linker molecules, resulting in the formation of a very well-
dened, highly regular and extremely ordered network. Conse-
quently, this family of porous MOF materials can display many
interesting properties for wide applications.4 Themost common
metal ions employed in the synthesis of conventional MOF
materials include Ti(III), Co(II), Fe(III), Zn(II), Zr(IV), Cu(II), Cd(II),
Al(III), Mg(II), and Ca(II) ions. MOF materials can also be ob-
tained using different trivalent lanthanide [Ln(III)] ions, and this
special category of MOF systems is designated as the lantha-
nide-based MOFs, or simply Ln-MOFs. Metal ions or their
suitable clusters can offer different structural geometries for
coordination, such as tetrahedral, pyramidal, octahedral,
trigonal bipyramidal, and square pyramidal, which are essential
for the construction of the MOF networks through the forma-
tion of coordination bonds with multitopic organic linkers,
resulting in the formation of the desired hybrid solid materials
possessing inbuilt pores having various sizes and shapes.5,6

Metal ions such as Ag(I), Co(II), and Cd(II) are also known to
satisfy the above-mentioned criteria to produce MOF networks;
however, the use of these ions is not encouraged in the litera-
ture, mainly because of their substantial toxicity.7 In the
synthesis of various MOF materials, multitopic (or multi-
dentate) organic linker molecules having amine, sulfonate,
carboxylate, or phosphate units as their anchoring terminals are
considered as the useful ligand systems for various metal ions
and/or metal nodes.8–10 The most common method for the
synthesis of conventional MOF and Ln-MOF systems is the
bottom-up approach, where organic compounds andmetal ions
are allowed to interact directly in the reaction medium. This
maintains a dynamic equilibrium between the reactant and
product systems, thus ensuring the slow growth of the desired
MOF materials with a well-ordered structure and crystallinity.
With the given synthesis condition, and because the MOF
materials are formed through the formation of coordination
bonds between the organic linker molecules and metal ions or
metal nodes, the formation of these porous network materials
occurs in a reversible manner, resulting in the construction of
MOF materials with highly-ordered frameworks via the bottom-
up approach.11,12

In recent times, the potential application of porous MOF
materials has been demonstrated in diverse areas such as
analyte sorption, gas storage, catalysis, ion exchange,
630 | RSC Sustainability, 2025, 3, 629–660
luminescence sensing, nonlinear optical devices, drug delivery,
environmental pollution control, and many others.13–23 It has
been found that many MOFmaterials have outstanding stability
under critical conditions such as high acidity, high radiation
eld, and presence of high concentration of interfering ions,
which is very favorable for the application of these materials
under harsh conditions.24 In the case of large scale applications,
it is essential to develop protocols for the synthesis of the
required MOF materials involving very facile and economically
viable methods. In this context, it is important to note that most
MOF materials offer quite simple synthesis processes with low-
cost methodologies.25 Generally, porous MOF materials possess
a very large Brunauer–Emmett–Teller (BET) surface area (1000
to 10 000 m2 g−1), which is much larger than that of the tradi-
tional adsorbent materials, making the MOF systems very
advantageous for various applications in diverse areas.4

MOF materials having a variety of network structures and
possessing numerous types of permanent pores having regular
patterns, denite sizes and well-dened shapes are considered
very promising materials for adsorption-based applications
compared to other common porous materials such as activated
carbons, activated alumina, silica gels, and zeolites. This is
because the pores in the latter materials are very irregular in
regard to their size and shape. The other advantages of MOF
materials compared to the common porous materials include
their tunable physiochemical properties, tailormade orderli-
ness of their porous structures, and high BET surface area.
Owing to these advantageous characteristics of MOF materials,
they display greater performances as adsorbents, with excep-
tionally high adsorption capacity for various analytes, including
small molecules, toxic organic and inorganic species, and
hazardous metal ions. In the last few decades, several studies
have been reported in the literature demonstrating various
applications of MOF-based materials in diverse areas of chem-
ical sciences.13–21,26–33

From a general point of view, transition metal (TM) and
lanthanide (Ln) ions are suitable to form the requisite metal
nodes for the construction of various MOF structures. This is
because TM and Ln ions are capable of not only displaying
multiple coordination numbers but also creating different
coordination geometries with the binding of their organic
linker molecules, giving rise to the formation of MOF systems
with diverse network structures. Compared to TM ions, Ln ions
are generally capable of offering more advantages in the
formation of MOF systems, given that these ions have distinct
electronic, magnetic and optical properties due to the presence
of their 4f electrons. Further, Ln ions can also form
a substantially higher number of coordination bonds than TM
ions, offering more diverge coordination geometries for
binding with the organic linkers in the construction of the
MOF networks.34 It should be mentioned that although the
common coordination numbers for transition-metal ions are
typically 4 to 6, in the case of lanthanide ions, this number is
characteristically in the range of 6 to 13. Due to these high
coordination numbers, MOF systems based on lanthanide ions
(Ln-MOFs) have been found to display much better stability
than the corresponding MOF materials formed using other
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d4su00271g


Fig. 1 Overview of various aspects of Ln-MOF systems presented and
discussed in this article.
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metal ions. Evidently, Ln-MOF systems can offer much greater
opportunities for the development of smart multifunctional
porous MOF materials, which can be efficiently utilized in the
areas such as chemical sensing, heterogeneous catalysis,
biomedical applications, environmental pollution control, and
many others.26–28

In the literature, a numerous review articles have appeared
covering the fundamental aspects of the MOF systems.35–40 To
date, several reviews and monographs have summarized the
fundamental theory of MOFs and their synthesis and important
physicochemical properties.41–43 The adsorption of hazardous
organic pollutants such as toxic chemicals from industry,
poisonous volatile organic compounds, and harmful gases onto
MOF materials and their adsorption mechanisms have also
been summarized in some of these reviews.44 However, limited
review articles have been reported in the literature on the
removal or separation of toxic/radioactive metal ions using such
porous MOF materials.29,33,42,45 Recently, a review article on the
advances of Ln-MOF systems for application in ratiometric
uorescent sensing was reported.46 Mahmoud et al. reported
a review on Ln-MOF systems for the luminescence-based
sensing of toxic metal ions.47 Quite recently, a review article on
the progress in Ln-MOFs and their derivatives was reported,
focusing on their catalytic applications.48 Also, recently, Ren
et al. published a review paper on proton conductive Ln-MOFs,
describing their synthesis strategies, structural features, and
recent progress.49 In general, most of the review articles pub-
lished thus far on transition metal-based MOFs or Ln-MOFs
have dealt only with some specic applications of these mate-
rials. In contrast, a limited number of review articles have
summarized the fundamental aspects of Ln-MOF materials
systematically, covering their synthesis, important properties
and diverse applications within a single platform. Hence, we felt
that it is necessary to present an inclusive review on Ln-MOF-
based porous materials, discussing their synthesis, properties
and diverse applications comprehensively. Thus, in the present
review, we aim to systematically discuss the different charac-
teristics of MOFmaterials, with special emphasis on lanthanide
ion-based Ln-MOF systems. As can be seen, a general intro-
duction to MOFmaterials has been presented in this section. In
the forthcoming section, we present the major procedures for
the synthesis of MOF materials, followed by a discussion on the
major structural aspects and relevant classications of the solid
porous MOF materials. In the subsequent section, we highlight
and discuss the important properties of MOF materials,
covering both conventional MOF and Ln-MOF systems, high-
lighting the crucial roles of their properties towards their
various applications. The important properties that will be
discussed in this context are the porous characteristics of these
materials, their magnetic properties, and their luminescence
characteristics. Following this, the next section presents some
important applications of MOF materials, emphasizing the
applications of Ln-MOF systems, including gas separation and
storage, catalysis, and also luminescence-based chemical
sensing. Finally, we provide our concluding remarks with future
perspectives on the R&D activities in the domain of MOF
materials. An overview of the various aspects discussed in the
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
present article is schematically presented in Fig. 1 for quick
comprehension. We expect that the presentation and discus-
sion made in this impactful review covering from synthesis to
applications of both conventional MOF and Ln-MOF systems
will produce signicant academic and applied impetus, paving
the way for a better understanding and enough attention
towards Ln-MOF systems, especially. The new R&D activities in
this subject domain are expected to inspire many advanced
structural design strategies for these porous materials for the
development of high-performance porous solid adsorbent
systems that can meet all the major needs for their superior
utilization in diverse applied areas.
2. Synthesis methods for the
conventional MOF and Ln-MOF
materials

Various synthesis methodologies have been adopted in the
literature for the preparation of conventional MOF and Ln-
MOF materials. All these methods enable the facile forma-
tion of porous MOF materials having very complex but highly
ordered structural networks, maintaining the unique compo-
sition of their constitutional components, and ascertaining the
high reproducibility of the formation of these materials with
desired crystallinity. The general strategy adopted in most of
these cases is the bottom-up approach, where the metal nodes
and organic linkers are allowed to react under suitable reac-
tion conditions, as conceptually represented in Fig. 2A.
Further, the various strategies adopted in the literature to
enhance the performance of MOF materials for advanced
applications in diverse areas are schematically represented in
Fig. 2B for quick visualization of these concepts. In the
following part of this section, we present various aspects of the
reported synthesis methodologies for different porous MOF
systems, highlighting the advantages and difficulties associ-
ated with different approaches.
RSC Sustainability, 2025, 3, 629–660 | 631
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Fig. 2 (A) General scheme for the synthesis of MOF materials via the bottom-up approach involving the direct reaction of metal nodes and
organic linkers under suitable reaction conditions. (B) Different strategies reported for boosting the performance of MOF materials by their
suitable functionalizations.
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2.1. Solvothermal or hydrothermal synthesis method

Solvothermal or hydrothermal reactions are considered the
standard procedures among the synthetic methods applied for
the preparation of both conventional MOF and Ln-MOF mate-
rials. This synthetic method involves heating the appropriate
metal salts together with organic ligands under pressure for
hours or even days, as required, inside a conned container.50

The primary variable that can be controlled to build porous
MOF networks is the reaction temperature. Typically, two
conditions of the reaction temperature, namely the non-
solvothermal temperature and solvothermal temperature, may
be applied. The former situation describes the reactions that
occur in a closed vessel under a pressure that ensures that the
temperature reaches above the boiling point of the solvent used,
whereas the latter situation describes the reactions that occur
below or at the boiling point of the solvent under normal
pressure.51 In the preparation of MOF systems, the solvothermal
or hydrothermal reactions are deliberately tuned to proceed very
slowly for a long period, satisfying the condition that the
dynamics of coordination bond formations between the metal
ions and multidentate organic ligands would occur very slowly,
proceeding through the formation, breaking, and reformation
of these bonds in a reversible manner. The reversible nature of
formation of the coordination bonds effectively ensures the
rectication of the erroneous bonds that might have been
created in the initial stages of the reaction, leading to the
formation of the desired MOF materials in a highly crystalline
condition, along with exceedingly ordered network and
controlled size and shape of their inbuilt pores. In the
632 | RSC Sustainability, 2025, 3, 629–660
solvothermal/hydrothermal method, to satisfy the above-
mentioned reversibility condition, the reactions are always
carried out using substantially dilute solutions of the reactants,
allowing the reactions to take place for a very long period of
time, oen hours to days, to obtain the intended MOFmaterials
as the high-quality crystalline products.8 Because reversibility is
the major concern in the solvothermal synthesis of MOF
materials, solvothermal/hydrothermal synthesis is generally
very sensitive to small variations in the reaction conditions such
as temperature, pH, nature of the solvent, reaction time, and
concentration of the reagents. Consequently, these external
conditions can also be used as a very useful handle to control
the reactions for the preparation of desired high-quality MOF
materials with specic topological frameworks, high crystal-
linity, desired size and shape of the pores, and also with crys-
talline structures with phase purity. To obtain conventional
MOF and Ln-MOF materials with the required morphology,
topology, and particle sizes, it is vital to regulate the funda-
mental components that affect their formation, most promi-
nently the reaction temperature and pressure. In solvothermal
or hydrothermal synthesis, the nucleation process of MOF
materials is affected most signicantly by the applied reaction
temperature.

In solvothermal synthesis, it is of utmost importance that the
precursors (metal salts and multitopic organic linkers) are
adequately solubilized in the solvent used, especially at the
elevated temperatures applied for the synthesis. Further, in sol-
vothermal synthesis, clear information about the associated
balanced reactions of the precursors is also very important to
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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know, given that these balanced reactions can lead to noteworthy
time-dependent changes in the reaction mixture during the
progress of the MOF formation in some cases, affecting the
growth of the desired MOFmaterials. For example, when a metal
chloride (MCln) is used as the precursor in combination with
a multitopic carboxylic acid-based linker, a stoichiometric
amount of HCl is liberated during the reaction of the metal
precursor with the linker. Given that HCl is a very strong acid,
this liberated HCl can easily cause partial dissolution of the MOF
crystals already formed in the solution, disturbing the growth of
the MOF crystals, and thereby causing the formation of the
desired MOF materials to be exceedingly slow. Alternatively, if in
the place of a metal chloride a metal acetylacetonate [M(ACAC)n]
is used as the precursor, the byproduct formed would be acety-
lacetone, which is a mild acid (pKa z 9), and accordingly this
biproduct will hardly cause any interference in the formation and
crystalline growth of the MOFmaterials. Thus, it is apparent that
the selection of the precursors is a very important criterion to
obtain the desired MOF materials with high crystallinity.

In some situations during the solvothermal synthesis of MOF
materials, especially when the coordination bond between the
metal ion and the organic linker is very strong, simple mixing of
the precursors does not ensure the dynamic reversibility of the
MOF formation, because the reactions occur at an unusually fast
rate. This fast reaction does not allow sufficient time for the
formedMOFmaterials to undergo crystallization, leading to their
easy precipitation. In these situations, it is oen necessary to use
a suitable chemical modulator as an additional competitive
binder, usually in the form of simple monotopic ligands, which
would undergo quicker bond formation with the metal ion but
forming a thermodynamically weaker bond than that of the
multidentate ligand of the interest. Thus, the added modulator
will slow down the formation of the desired MOF system having
greater thermodynamic stability, and thus ensures sufficient time
for the perfect crystallization of the MOF material.51–54 It should
be mentioned in the present context that in some cases when
a modulator is needed to control the growth of theMOFmaterial,
the as-obtained nal product oen contains some defect sites in
its structure. Understandably, this is due to the presence of some
metal coordination sites devoid of any coordination with the
structural linkers but occupied by simple ligands such as
hydroxyl, water, and chloride.54 These defects are not oen
considered undesirable, given that they can favorably inuence
the crystal growth, topology of the framework, effective BET
surface area, pore characteristics, catalytic activity, etc., improving
the usefulness of the as-formed porous MOF materials.51

Yaghi and colleagues were the pioneers for the solvothermal
synthesis of Ln-MOF materials. These authors developed an
extended Tb-BDC framework material with a microporous
structure by dissolving Tb(III) nitrate pentahydrate and 1,4-
benzenedicarboxylic acid (H2BDC) in methanol/DMF and
mildly heating the mixture in a closed vial.50 Thermogravimetric
(TG) analysis was performed to examine the thermal stability of
the prepared Tb-BDC-based MOF crystals. The weight loss of the
sample (46.87 mg) from 120 °C to 223 °C was consistent with the
loss of 1.97 DMF molecules per formula unit of the MOF
material, Tb2(BDC)3. The stability of the synthesized Ln-MOF
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
system was established by the fact that there was no addi-
tional weight loss observed up to 320 °C. These authors also
employed the solvothermal process to prepare a Tb-BDC-based
MOF system by heating terbium nitrate and H2BDC in the
presence of triethylamine at 140 °C for 12 h. The initially
formed hydrated Tb2(BDC)3$(H2O)4 system was converted to
a microporous MOF system, Tb2(BDC)3, following heat treat-
ment and the material was stable up to 450 °C, showing good
thermal stability.

Other organic ligands with carboxyl binding groups together
with Ln(III) ions are also anticipated to generate Ln-MOF
materials with more advantages in terms of thermal stability.
Thus, Liu et al. utilized a tricarboxylic ligand, 1,3,5-benzene-
tricarboxylic acid (H3BTC), in combination with Eu(III) nitrate
hydrate in a water–DMF solvent mixture for the solvothermal
synthesis of the hierarchical topologies of Eu-BTC-based MOF
systems, Eu(BTC)(H2O)DMF.55 By varying the molar ratio of the
H2O/DMF mixed solvent, size-tunable behavior was also
observed for the synthesized Eu-BTC-based MOF materials. The
normal Eu-BTC MOF particles, which had an average length of
35 ± 6 mm, transformed into a micro crystal having an average
size of 10 ± 5 mm when the H2O/DMF volumetric ratio was
varied from 0.2 to 5. The observed results were rationalized by
considering that H2O acts both as a molecular coordinator for
the metal ions, and also as an adjustor for the solubility of the
metal salt in the presence of DMF co-solvent. The as-formed Eu-
MOF crystals demonstrated good thermal stability up to about
600 °C. However, large weight loss was observed above 600 °C
due to the breakdown of the organic linkers in the Eu-MOF
system. To realize the synthesis of Ln-MOF systems with the
desired morphology and stability, surfactants and polymer
materials have also been employed to act as the modifying
agents. Using surfactants as modiers, different porphyrin-
based Ln-MOF compounds were synthesized. To control the
growth of Ln-MOF nanocrystals, Xia et al. utilized poly-
vinylpyrrolidone (PVP) as a modier in a one-pot solvothermal
synthesis process, and consequently a square-like Ln-MOF
structure was produced.56
2.2. Microwave-assisted synthesis

In microwave-assisted synthesis, the precursors are dissolved in
a suitable solvent and placed in a sealed container, typically in
a Teon vessel, and the mixture is placed in the oscillating
electric eld of a microwave heater.57 As the medium is irradi-
ated with microwaves, coupling of the microwave frequency
with the permanent dipoles of the molecules occurs, mainly
that of the solvent molecules, causing rapid vibrational and
rotational motions of these polar molecules in the solvent
medium. Accordingly, this leads to the rapid heating of the
reaction medium, and thus triggers the reactions amongst the
precursors present in the medium, enabling the formation of
the MOF systems.

In microwave-based synthesis, the favorable conditions that
have been realized to help the overall synthesis process are as
follows: (1) the heating process acts directly on thematerials; (2)
the heating is introduced remotely in the reaction container; (3)
RSC Sustainability, 2025, 3, 629–660 | 633
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the heating process requires a shorter reaction time; and (4) it
easy to reach a temperature that is higher than the boiling point
of the conventional solvents. Due to these favorable conditions,
microwave-assisted synthesis processes can oen employ reac-
tion temperatures much higher than the boiling point of the
solvents used. This directly helps in signicantly reducing the
reaction time compared to that required in the conventional
solvothermal synthesis method.58,59 Extremely uniform size and
morphologies of Ln-MOFmaterials were produced by Klinowski
et al. using the microwave-assisted solvothermal method,
thereby reducing the reaction time signicantly, and also
improving the energy economy effectively.60 Following
microwave-assisted synthesis, Bag et al. produced a series of
isostructural microporous Ln-MOF materials, a total of about
forty different Ln-TTTPC systems (Ln = La, Ce, Pr, Nd, Eu, Tb,
Dy, Ho, Yb; H3TTTPC = 1,1',1''-tris(2,4,6-trimethylbenzene-
1,3,5-triyl)-tris(methylene)-tris(pyridine-4 carboxylic acid)).61 It
is important to note that for the above-mentioned synthesis, the
microwave-assisted method took only about 5 min to produce
the microcrystalline solids, whereas the traditional sol-
vothermal method required about 2 days for heating the reac-
tion mixture and an additional 5 days for evaporation of the
solvents to obtain the material with the same conformation and
comparable yield. It has been demonstrated in general that the
microwave-assisted approach can largely help in scaling up the
synthesis of the Ln-MOF systems, which is oen quite difficult
using the traditional solvothermal method.

Microwave-assisted synthesis has not only been found to be
useful in improving the product yield but also in improving the
purity of the synthesized materials.62–64 Thus, Savyasachi and
colleagues reported the assembly of hepta-dentated complexes
of Eu(III) and Tb(III), formed through the use of cyclen and 1,3,5-
benzene-trisethynylbenzoate as the ligands.64 The development
of these Ln-MOF systems was possible due to the high capacity
of the above-mentioned ligands for binding the Ln(III) ions, and
also due to their adaptable structural features. In the
microwave-assisted synthesis of some Ln-MOF materials,
amino acids have oen been used as the modulating agents to
slow down the reaction of the desired multidentate ligands with
the metal ions. Proline was used to modify the coordination
sphere of Tb(III) ions, because this amino acid only has one
carboxylic group, and hence it acts as a weaker ligand but with
a faster kinetics for binding with the metal ions, ensuring the
slow formation of the thermodynamically stable Ln-MOF
system involving the multidentate ligands. It was observed in
this case that with an increase in the proline concentration, it
was possible to change the shape of the produced Tb-MOF
nanomaterials from pillar-like rods to rod-like nanocrystalline
structures. Inmany cases, it was also realized that the formation
of the crystal structures of the Ln-MOF systems was signicantly
inuenced by the pH and concentration of the modifying/
capping agents used in the synthesis process.65
2.3. Precipitation synthesis method

One of the simplest strategy for the synthesis of Ln-MOF
systems is the precipitation method. The benets of the
634 | RSC Sustainability, 2025, 3, 629–660
precipitation method compared to the solvothermal method
include a high product yield, no energy requirements, and
a quick synthesis process.66 In this method, the precipitation of
the Ln-MOF is induced by the use of a poor solvent, and the
following two simple approaches are typically used. One
approach involves dissolving the precursors (metal ions and
organic linkers) separately in different solvents, and subse-
quently mixing them to induce the formation of the Ln-MOF
system and its precipitation. The other approach involves the
dissolution of the precursors in one solvent, and then trans-
ferring the solution containing the soluble MOF formed to
a different solvent that induces the precipitation process.67 The
Ln-MOFs prepared through the precipitation method can be
obtained in crystalline form by suitably modifying the precursor
concentration, solution pH, and an adequate choice of the
precipitating solvent. The primary objective of adjusting these
parameters is to vary the solubility of the precursors and that of
the nal MOF particles.68 This method has been used to
synthesize a variety of conventional MOF and Ln-MOF
systems.69,70 It should be mentioned that the rst nanoscale
Ln-MOF systemwas in fact produced in 2008 using this method,
whereby the Tb(III) ion and c,c,t-(diamminedichlorodisuccinato)
Pt(IV) (DSCP) linker were used to prepare a nanoscale Ln-MOF-
based coordination polymer.71 The PXRD data of the prepared
material suggested that the Tb-MOF material was formed in the
amorphous state.

The Tb(III)-based Ln-MOF material Tb(1,3,5-BTC)(H2O)$
3H2O was synthesized by Zhang and co-workers72 via the mixing
and vigorous shaking of an ethanol–water solution of 1,3,5-
H3BTC and aqueous solution of Tb(NO3)3 at normal tempera-
ture. The resultant Tb-MOF material was formed as a one-
dimensional nanostructure with a sheaf-like construction,
which was assumed to be formed due to the splitting growth
mechanism. The authors also used this material as a sensor for
the detection of metal ions and acetone molecules.73 Liu et al.
synthesized nano- and micro-sized coordination polymers,
Ln(1,3,5-BTC)(H2O)6, where Ln = Eu3+, La3+, and Ce3+, through
the vigorous shaking of an aqueous solution of Ln(NO3)3 with
a water–ethanol solution of 1,3,5-H3BTC at room temperature.74

Novel 3D ower-like superstructures were obtained by varying
the synthesis conditions, such as precursor concentration,
molar ratio of the reactants, use of surfactants as modiers, and
solvent. It was also possible to control the photoluminescence
color-tunability of the synthesized co-doped Tb(III) and Eu(III)-
based Ln-MOFmaterials, displaying emission from red, orange,
yellow and green-yellow to green, by adjusting the composition
of the two Ln(III) ions.
2.4. Mechanochemical synthesis method

Mechanical force imparted by milling or grinding of solid
precursors can also lead to chemical reactions, resulting in the
synthesis of various conventional MOF and Ln-MOF systems.75

Upon the application of mechanical forces, the boundaries of
the reacting components get activated, causing phenomena
such as attening, cold-welding, fracturing, and rewelding
effects on the solid materials, leading to their structural
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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deformation. Thus, the crystallographic linkages of the solid
materials are broken, promoting the creation of new surfaces
and interfaces, causing the constituent components in the
material to change their structures in a variety of ways, and
leading to the formation of new materials.75 Some of the
benets of the mechanochemical method for the synthesis of
MOF materials are as follows: (1) a solvent-free reaction, which
can minimize the need for hazardous organic solvents, (2)
a reduction in the reaction time quite substantially, (3) metal
oxides can be used directly, avoiding the use of metal salts and
the consequent formation of side products, and (4) high-energy
mechanical milling can ensure the reproducibility of the
synthesis process.76 The synthesis of MOF systems via mecha-
nochemical grinding was rst reported by Pichon et al.77 in
2006, conrming the utilization of this method for the prepa-
ration of higher-dimensional, porous coordination networks.
There are three categories of mechanochemical synthesis
procedures adopted. The rst is the dry grinding, which refers
to the grinding of solid precursors without using a solvent.
However, this straightforward approach was found to be quite
ineffective in many cases. The second is the liquid-assisted
grinding (LAG) method. This is a highly efficient method,
which can facilitate the incorporation of suitable guest mole-
cules within the MOF network structure. The third approach is
the ion and liquid-assisted grinding (ILAG), which was found to
be useful in the catalytic production of MOF systems through
the introduction of some adjuvant ions and liquids.78

Yuan and co-workers effectively synthesized several homo-
metallic and mixed-metallic Ln-MOF systems involving trivalent
rare earth ions using the simple LAGmethod.79 Several rare earth
carbonates and H3BTC linker systems were considered in the
synthesis of different homometallic Ln-MOF systems, using DMF
as the liquid to assist the grinding process. The synthesized Ln-
MOF materials showed comparable PXRD characteristics to that
of the materials prepared through the solvothermal method.
Heterometallic Ln-MOF systems were synthesized using the LAG
method for the mixing of gadolinium carbonate with Sm, Eu, Tb,
or Dy carbonates in the presence of H3BTC linker. PXRD patterns
for these heterometallic materials were quite consistent with
those of the homometallic Ln-MOF systems prepared. The
mechanochemical synthesis of these Ln-MOF systems was
accomplished more easily by using rare earth acetates than their
oxides. Three luminous Ln-MOFs based on an MIL-78 network
were developed by Alammar et al. in 2018 using a solvent-free
mechanochemical process.80 The as-prepared materials based
on Eu(III), Tb(III), and Dy(III) ions showed excellent colour purity
for red, green, and yellow emission, as demonstrated by their CIE
diagrams, respectively. The ball milling method was also used by
Balema and co-workers to prepare heterometallic MIL-78
network-based Ln-MOF systems that prominently showed mag-
netocaloric effects.81
2.5. Electrochemical synthesis method

Electrochemical synthesis is an important method for the prep-
aration of various conventional MOF and LN-MOF systems.
Moderate reaction conditions and shorter reaction times are the
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
two important benets of electrochemical synthesis,76 which can
be carried out either by anodic dissolution or cathodic deposition
methods.82 In anodic dissolution, the electrode directly acts as the
source of metal ions produced through the oxidation of a metal
under an applied anodic voltage. Subsequently, the metal ions
combine with the organic ligands present in the solution to
generate a thinMOF lm that encircles the electrode. In cathodic
deposition, under an appropriate cathodic potential, the pro-base
used in the solution undergoes reduction to generate a base
(OH−), which increases the pH locally at the electrode surface,
causing the deprotonation of the organic ligands for their coor-
dination with the metal ions in the solution, which results in the
formation of anMOF lm on the cathode surface.83Generally, the
electrochemical method for the preparation of MOF materials is
very efficient. Most importantly, this method helps to avoid the
use of metal salts, which are the source of corrosive anions that
oen alter the MOF formation kinetics.76,82–85 Additionally, the
electrochemical method works at a much lower temperature
compared to other conventional methods. The MOF materials
prepared through the electrochemical method are generally
produced in reasonably high yields.76,82–85 Further, thesematerials
are also produced with highly crystalline nature and display
relatively smaller crystal sizes compared to that prepared through
other synthesis methods.51,76,82–85

The synthesis of MOF systems using the electrochemical
method was rst reported by Mueller et al.86 in 2006. Bulk
copper plates were used as the anode in this study, which was
immersed in a 1,3,5-benzanetricarboxylic acid containing
methanolic solution. The as-produced Cu-BTC MOF acted as
a more potent adsorbent than the material prepared using the
traditional method.86 Subsequently, this simple and affordable
synthesis protocol was also employed to prepare luminous Ln-
MOF materials. For example, Li and colleagues87 described
electrochemical-assisted microwave deposition technology for
the preparation of luminescent lms of Ln-MOF materials,
where electrochemical deposition was rst used to synthesize
a lanthanide hydroxide layer on the surface of conductive glass,
namely the uorine-doped tin oxide (FTO) substrate, and then
the hydroxide layer was converted into an MOF lm following
the microwave-induced synthesis. As reported by these authors,
Ln-MOF lms of various colours could be obtained by adjusting
the Tb/Eu ratio during the synthesis. These luminescent lms
were predicted to nd applications as structural probes, lumi-
nescence sensors, anti-counterfeiting barcodes, etc.
2.6. Sonochemical synthesis method

Sonochemical synthesis using high-intensity ultrasonic irradi-
ation provides exceptional advantages over conventional sol-
vothermal synthesis, namely shorter reaction time,
environmentally friendly method, ease of operation, and
excellent efficiency.88 This method relies on the interaction of
ultrasound with the reactive liquid because the wavelength of
the ultrasonic wave is larger than the size of the molecules in
the medium.89 As the high-energy ultrasonic waves propagate
through the solution, the interaction of ultrasound with the
solvent molecules results in the development of alternating
RSC Sustainability, 2025, 3, 629–660 | 635
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Fig. 3 Schematic of the different methods used for the synthesis of
Ln-MOF materials.
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high pressure (compression) and low pressure (rarefaction)
regions in the medium. Oen the pressure in the low-pressure
region drops below the vapor pressure of the solvent, leading to
the formation of small bubbles in the solution. These bubbles
sequentially grow with time as more solvent vapor diffuses into
them under the inuence of the alternating pressure created in
the liquid by the ultrasound irradiation. In this process, the
ultrasonic energy gets largely accumulated into these growing
bubbles, and eventually they reach to their critical size, where
they become unstable and suffer a sudden collapse as an
explosion. These processes of formation, growth, and collapse
of the liquid bubbles under the inuence of ultrasound irradi-
ation as a whole are known as the cavitation process, through
which a huge amount of the accumulated energy is released
suddenly in the solution, resulting in a large increase in the
temperature and pressure in a localized region. Thus, the
cavitation process effectively creates “hot spots” in the solution,
leading to the creation of activate chemical species, e.g., free
radicals, which nally promote the desired synthesis process.
Given that the temperature and pressure conditions with the
“hot spots” are very favorable for a very short period, the
precursors can quickly react inside these hot spots, resulting in
the formation of very high-quality MOF materials with a rela-
tively small crystal size and signicantly high yield of the
product.51,57 Evidently, microwave-assisted synthesis oen
occurs at a much quicker rate, typically about 10 to 100 times
faster than the conventionally used solvothermal method,90,91

making this method very useful for the synthesis of many
conventional MOF and Ln-MOF systems.

The initial use of the sonochemical method was reported by
Son et al.92 for the synthesis of the MOF-5 system. Although the
use of high boiling point inorganic solvents is the desired
choice in the sonochemical synthesis method, high boiling
point organic solvents such as 1-methyl-2-pyrrolidone (NMP)
can also be successfully used, as demonstrated by Son et al.92 A
HKUST-1-based MOF system was also synthesized by Li et al.93

using the ultrasonic approach and this material exhibited
superior porosity than the MOF system produced through the
solvothermal method, as revealed by the BET studies.
Comprehensive details on the important aspects of the sono-
chemical synthesis method have been compiled and reported in
the literature by Argirusis and co-workers.94

The synthesis of the isostructural porous Ln-MOF systems
[Ln(BTC)(H2O)4$3H2O], where Ln = Ce, Tb, and Y, and BTC =

1,3,5-benzenetricarboxylate was reported by Khan et al.95 using
sonochemical synthesis. The produced Ln-MOF nanomaterials
had a comparatively smaller particle size and larger surface area
than the corresponding materials produced through the sol-
vothermal method. The sonochemically synthesized Ln-MOF
system, [Tb(1,3,5-BTC)(H2O)6]n, having a nanowire
morphology and enhanced luminous characteristics was re-
ported by Hu et al.,96 which was achieved by adjusting the
reaction time. The as-prepared material demonstrated very
selective sensing for organic amines. Subsequently, Xiao et al.97

also reported the synthesis of another luminous Tb-MOF system
using the same sonochemical method, and the as-obtained
material showed high selectivity for sensing picric acid. The
636 | RSC Sustainability, 2025, 3, 629–660
different synthesis methods discussed thus far for the prepa-
ration of Ln-MOF materials are schematically presented in
Fig. 3 for their quick visualization.
3. Post-synthetic modification
methods for the MOF materials

In general, direct synthetic approaches are found to be less
effective in meeting the growing needs of various MOF and Ln-
MOF systems that can display advanced characteristics and
superior performances for diverse applications. In this respect,
post-synthetic modication (PSM) methods have opened up
enormous opportunities to develop numerous porous network
materials with advanced characteristics. Different PSM
methods including covalent-, dative-, encapsulation-, and
tandem-based PSMs are oen applied either for the introduc-
tion of new functional groups or to carry out post-processing of
MOF systems to achieve their target-specic utilization.
Generally, a PSM relies on the introduction of new functional
groups or the incorporation of additional functional materials
such as organic molecules and specic metal ions, with the aim
to obtain modied porous materials with better performances
towards practical applications. This is achieved through their
selective bonding, preferred coordinate bond formation, and/or
improvement in encapsulation for the identication and
sequestration of the target analytes.67 Chemical substitutions
within known MOF networks can be achieved either through
the incorporation of suitable functional modications in the
linker molecules in advance, before their utilization in the
synthesis of MOF systems, or the already synthesized MOF
materials can be modied through the incorporation of the
desired additional functional groups into the pores of these
MOF materials by adopting some suitable post-synthesis treat-
ments. Due to these functional modications and because of
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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many other advantageous and promising properties, such
conventional MOF and Ln-MOF systems have been identied as
the important porous solid materials for their utilization as
superior sorbent materials compared to their traditional porous
material counterparts.

Lanthanide-based MOF systems show imense potentials for
the fabrication of light-emitting products.98 Using the PSM,
Abdelhameed and co-workers fabricated an IRMOF-3-based Ln-
MOF system displaying both infrared and visible light emitting
characteristics.99 Due to the presence of high porosity and large
number of free amino groups on the benzene dicarboxylate
linker, which are active towards chemical modication, the iso-
reticular IRMOF-3 system was selected as the primary backbone
material for the PSM of the system through the introduction of
diethyl-(ethoxy methylene)-malonate, methyl vinyl ketone, 2-
chloroacetic acid, and glyoxylic acid groups in the frameworks.
Subsequently, these newly introduced anchoring groups were
used to coordinatively bind Eu3+ and Nd3+ ions to develop the
desired Ln-MOF systems.99 In a different report, transparent
lanthanide-functionalized luminescent MOF thin lms were
prepared by Ma and Yan,100 following PSM of a UiO (University of
Oslo)-based MOF system, namely UiO-67, aiming to apply the
obtained materials in sensing. In this case, the non-destructive
PSM strategy was utilized to modify the UiO-67 system through
the introduction of lanthanide ions together with 2-thenoyltri-
uoroacetone (TTA) and 1,1,1-triuoropentane-2,4-dione (TAA)
linkers into the framework of the backbonematerial to obtain the
lanthanide-functionalized UMOF systems, Ln(TTA/TAA)@UMOF,
where Ln = Eu, Tb, Er and Nd ions. Subsequently, the synthe-
sized Ln-MOF materials were assembled on organo-silane linker-
modied Al2O3 substrates using lanthanide ions as the bridge to
obtain Ln-MOF-based luminous thin lms. The as-prepared thin
lms were seen to be very useful for luminescence-based sensor
applications. One of these lms was seen to provide a superior
performance towards ammonia sensing, demonstrating advan-
tageous features such as quick response, outstanding selectivity,
and high sensitivity (LOD = 9 ppm).
4. Distinctive characteristics of
lanthanide-based MOF systems

Given that the structures of MOF systems are signicantly
inuenced by the coordination environments of their metal
systems and the coordination environments of the lanthanide
ions are different from that of the conventional metal ions, Ln-
MOF systems in general exhibit quite distinctive characteris-
tics in many respects compared to conventional MOF systems.
In the following section, initially we discuss some of the
important characteristics pertaining to the lanthanide ions in
Ln-MOF systems, and then the important structural charac-
teristics of different MOF systems.
4.1. Basic structural characteristics pertaining to Ln-MOF
systems

4.1.1 Coordination environment. Generally, lanthanide
ions display signicantly higher coordination numbers, typically
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
in the range of 6 to 12, than that of transition metal ions, most
commonly appear in the range of 2 to 6. The high coordination
number of lanthanide ions allows them to form quite complex
but signicantly stable metal–organic framework structures.
Further, lanthanide ions can adopt various coordination geom-
etries depending on the ligands used. The common coordination
geometries of lanthanide ions include (1) trigonally prismatic
geometry, where six ligands are arranged in a triangular pris-
matic shape around the lanthanide center; (2) square anti-
prismatic geometry, where eight ligands are arranged in a square
antiprismatic arrangement around the lanthanide ions; and (3)
dodecahedral geometry, where twelve ligands are arranged to
form a dodecahedral structure around the lanthanide ions. In
Ln-MOF systems, to develop the network connectivity, the
lanthanide ions can occupy different crystallographic sites,
mostly in the form of some specially arranged metal nodes,
which are important to provide the local coordination environ-
ments and the overall stability of Ln-MOF structures. Due to their
high coordination numbers, Ln-MOF systems oen display quite
unique characteristics such as diverse geometries, exibility in
porous network formation, signicant framework stability, and
properties with substantial tunability. These features make the
Ln-MOF systems very suitable for various applications in catal-
ysis, gas storage, sensing, etc.

4.1.2 Framework connectivity and topological diversity.
The different framework connectivity involved in Ln-MOF
systems is mainly responsible for their topological diversity.
Ln-MOF systems can be constructed with different topologies
and porosities through the coordination of lanthanide ions by
different organic linkers. The choice of the linkers can largely
affect the topology and porosity of the formed Ln-MOF frame-
works. The common linkers used for the development of Ln-
MOF systems include carboxylates (e.g., terephthalates and
adipates), phosphonates, and azoles. The framework connec-
tivity in Ln-MOF systems can signicantly vary, leading to
different topological network structures, such as (1) 1D chains,
where long and linear chains of metal ions are connected
sequentially by organic linkers; (2) 2D layers, where extend two-
dimensional planar layers are formed and these layers are
interconnected by the linkers in the third dimension to give the
resultant Ln-MOF systems; and (3) 3D networks, where three-
dimensional complex networks are formed throughout, which
are comprised of interconnected metal ions and organic
linkers, resulting in various lattice structures of cubic, tetrag-
onal, or orthorhombic geometries.

4.1.3 Framework exibility. Generally, MOF systems based
on lanthanide ions can display substantial exibility or dynamic
behavior. Thus, the Ln-MOF frameworks can undergo reversible
structural changes in response to the external stimuli such as
temperature, pressure, and guest molecules. This exibility of
Ln-MOF systems can impact their applications favorably,
especially in the gas adsorption and release processes.

4.1.4 Thermal and chemical stability. Generally,
lanthanide-based MOF systems exhibit very good thermal
stability. Most Ln-MOF systems maintain their structural
integrity and network structures at elevated temperatures. Ln-
MOF systems are also oen resistant to chemical degradation
RSC Sustainability, 2025, 3, 629–660 | 637
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and can thusmaintain their structural integrity under a range of
adverse chemical conditions, displaying resistance towards
acids, bases, and solvents. The thermal and chemical stability of
Ln-MOF systems mainly arise due to the higher coordination
numbers and strong ionic bonds formed by the lanthanide ions
with the organic ligands.

4.1.5 Symmetry and lattice parameters. The symmetry of
Ln-MOF systems can vary signicantly depending on the
lanthanide ions involved and the organic linkers used. The
common symmetries encountered with Ln-MOF systems
include cubic, tetragonal, and hexagonal symmetries. The
lattice parameters, such as the unit cell dimensions, are largely
inuenced by the size of the lanthanide ions and the length of
the organic linkers. Lanthanide ions with larger ionic radii can
lead to larger unit cells.
4.2. Characteristics pertaining to Ln-MOF systems

Ln-MOF systems are distinguished by their unique properties
originating from both the nature of their lanthanide ions and
organic ligands. The important properties of Ln-MOF systems
that are valuable in various scientic and industrial applica-
tions are discussed here.

4.2.1 Luminescent properties. Lanthanides exhibit strong
photoluminescence due to their f–f transitions. The photo-
luminescence of lanthanide ions is very sharp with well-dened
spectral lines. The luminescence decay times of the lanthanides
are also very long. Further, the luminescence can also be tuned
signicantly by varying the lanthanide ions and their ligand
environments. These tunable luminescent properties of the Ln-
MOF materials are very useful in various applications such as
sensing, imaging, analyte detection, environmental moni-
toring, and time-resolved emission-based investigations.

4.2.2 Magnetic properties. Many lanthanide ions have
unpaired f-electrons, giving rise to interesting magnetic prop-
erties. Depending on the lanthanide ions and the framework
structures involved, Ln-MOF systems can exhibit either para-
magnetism, ferromagnetism, or anti-ferromagnetism. These
magnetic properties can be useful for different magnetism-
based applications of the Ln-MOF materials.

4.2.3 Catalytic properties. Owing to the ability of lantha-
nide ions to participate in various redox reactions, Ln-MOF
systems can display efficient catalytic properties for their uses
in various chemical reactions, with the important ones being
oxidation reactions, polymerizations, and hydrolysis reactions.
The catalytic properties of Ln-MOF systems can also be
employed towards the remediation of environmental pollut-
ants, which is achieved through the catalyzed degradation of
the pollutants.

4.2.4 Gas storage and separation capacity. Generally, Ln-
MOF systems features with high surface area and tunable
pore sizes, making them very effective for gas storage and
separation. These materials are realized to be very useful for
storing gases such as hydrogen, methane, and carbon dioxide.
The specic interactions between lanthanide ions and gaseous
guest molecules can also lead to the selective adsorption and
separation of different gases.
638 | RSC Sustainability, 2025, 3, 629–660
5. Structural characteristics of metal–
organic framework (MOF) materials

In materials chemistry, porous materials play a very important
role. The repertoire of porous materials represents a vast range
of substances, which can be classied as natural, synthetic,
organic, inorganic, crystalline, and amorphous materials, and
they can be of either neutral or ionic character. Up to the mid-
nineties, only two types of porous materials, one belonging to
inorganic substances and the other belonging to carbon-based
materials, are known to be investigated reasonably substan-
tially considering their promising industrial applications. The
most signicant inorganic porous materials showing important
industrial applications are the porous aluminosilicates,
commonly known as zeolites. These materials possess complex
crystallographic structures and substantial porosity.31 Among
the carbon-based porous materials, various activated carbons
have found extensive applications in chemical laboratories and
different industries.101,102

Zeolites are crystalline solids with very complex crystallo-
graphic structures, whereas activated carbon are amorphous
materials. However, interestingly, activated carbons have
signicantly higher porosity, and hence they display much
higher BET surface area compared to zeolite materials.101–103

Presently, along with zeolites and activated carbon materials,
various other porous solid materials have also been extensively
explored for their applications in different industrial processes.
The important new types of porous solid materials are the
porous organic polymers (POPs), which are formed through
strong covalent linkages between different organic building
blocks, resulting porous 3D network structures, and the metal–
organic framework (MOF) materials, which are formed through
the linking of metal ions or metal nodes by multidentate linker
molecules, creating porous 3D network structures. All these new
generation of porous materials are indicated to play an impor-
tant role in industry in the future and will certainly inuence
the global economy signicantly.

MOF systems can be broadly considered as a class of
organic–inorganic hybrid materials; however, in reality, they are
different in regard to their constitution. This is because the
constituent inorganic and organic components of MOF systems
are arranged in very regular, ordered and well-dened 3D
structures, resulting in the formation of porous solid frame-
work materials. The most important feature of MOFmaterials is
that they possess exceedingly large porosity, a special charac-
teristic that promotes their uses as high-performance porous
sorbent systems. Owing to their structural rigidity, regularity
and orderliness, different varieties of 3D network structures can
be formed by these materials. Accordingly, MOF-based mate-
rials are emerging as the superior sorbent materials for many
exotic applications in industry, chemical laboratory, and also in
common life.104 Unlike conventional porous materials such as
zeolites, MOF-based materials are quite easy to be modied
through suitable derivatization or functionalization,105,106

improving their performance in many specic applications. In
fact, through such functionalization, many new porous MOF
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d4su00271g


Critical Review RSC Sustainability

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 0

3 
 2

02
5.

 D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

on
 2

9.
01

.2
02

6 
4:

27
:2

3.
 

 T
hi

s 
ar

tic
le

 is
 li

ce
ns

ed
 u

nd
er

 a
 C

re
at

iv
e 

C
om

m
on

s 
A

ttr
ib

ut
io

n-
N

on
C

om
m

er
ci

al
 3

.0
 U

np
or

te
d 

L
ic

en
ce

.
View Article Online
materials, especially those belonging to Ln-MOF systems have
been developed with superior porosity and specic anchoring
groups, improving their sorption capacity, luminescence
behavior, magnetic characteristics, and many other
properties.105–111 It is important to mention in the present
context that MOF-based materials having very regular pore
structures are normally seen to display very high performances
towards the selective adsorption of various metal ions, espe-
cially those having environmental and/or strategic
importance.105–113

Considering the diversity of metal ions or metal nodes
interconnecting through different multitopic organic linkers,
a large variety of MOF materials has been reported in the
literature. In this respect, the coordination of metal ions with
neutral multidentate linkers possessing nitrogen donor groups
such as 4,40-bipyridine (BPy) have produced a variety of cationic
MOF materials. However, the 3D network structures formed in
this type of MOF systems are not very stable and their network
structures oen collapse during the attempted removal or
exchange of their entrapped guests, limiting the widespread
applications of these systems.114,115

Generally, MOF materials with stable network structures are
achieved through the use of multidentate carboxylate-based
linkers. These linkers have the ability to form M–O–C types of
metal clusters or metal nodes, acting as the unique secondary
building units (SBU) for further interlinking with the multi-
dentate linkers, resulting in the construction of exceptional
structural features in the MOF materials formed.53,114,115 Stable
MOF structures have also been reported to be formed by the
involvement of other polytopic ligands such as imidazolate-
Fig. 4 List of some of the MOF systems, along with their associated meta
green, N= light blue, Cr= light purple, Zn= dark red, Mg= blue, Cu = ro
ref. 116 with permission from the American Chemical Society.

© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
based linker molecules.115–118 Fig. 4 summarizes the topologies
of some of the typical MOF systems together with their associ-
atedmetal nodes (SBUs) and the polydentate ligands involved in
their construction.116

As indicated above, polycarboxylate-based ligands are very
useful for the construction of different stable MOF systems
(both conventional and Ln-MOF systems) with varying network
structures.116–119 In the synthesis of MOF systems, the molecular
geometry, molecular length, presence of other functional
groups, and relative ratio of different anchoring groups present
in the carboxylate-based linker molecules play a very signicant
role in determining the structures of the M–O–C metal nodes
(SBUs), and accordingly the construction of the network struc-
tures formed for the MOF systems. Accordingly, many conven-
tional MOF and Ln-MOFmaterials with a large variety of shapes
and sizes of the inbuilt pores have been prepared by using
different combinations of metal ions together with various
polycarboxylate based ligands. A list of the important
polycarboxylate-based ligands used in the preparation of
various conventional and lanthanide-based MOF systems is
shown in Fig. 5 for easy visualization. Regarding the structures
of the MOF materials, although in many cases the structural
characteristics of Ln-MOF systems drastically differ compared
to that of the conventional MOF systems, there are also many
cases where conventional MOF and Ln-MOF systems display
very common structural features. Such common structural
features are also important for the lanthanide-based MOF
systems that contain both transition metal (TM) ions and
lanthanide (Ln) ions to create the relevant SBUs for the
construction of their network structures. With these
l node and the organic linker constituents. Color codes: Cl= pink, Zr=
yal blue, C= grey, O= red, and Fe= yellow. The figure is redrawn from
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Fig. 5 List of some of the polycarboxylate linkers used in the construction of various MOF systems through their coordination with suitablemetal
ions or metal nodes. Reproduced from ref. 118 with permission from the Royal Society of Chemistry.

RSC Sustainability Critical Review

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 0

3 
 2

02
5.

 D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

on
 2

9.
01

.2
02

6 
4:

27
:2

3.
 

 T
hi

s 
ar

tic
le

 is
 li

ce
ns

ed
 u

nd
er

 a
 C

re
at

iv
e 

C
om

m
on

s 
A

ttr
ib

ut
io

n-
N

on
C

om
m

er
ci

al
 3

.0
 U

np
or

te
d 

L
ic

en
ce

.
View Article Online
perspectives, we felt that a discussion on the structural aspects
of the conventional MOF and Ln-MOF systems separately would
be better to appreciate the similarity and differences between
these two types of MOF systems. Accordingly, in the following
section, we present a discussion on the structural characteris-
tics of the conventional MOF systems rst, and then in the next
subsection, we discuss the structural characteristics of Ln-MOF
systems.
5.1. Important structural characteristics of conventional
MOF systems

In the ongoing research on MOF-based materials, a major
breakthrough occurred with the initial synthesis of two organic–
inorganic porous materials, one was the MOF-5 system,5 which
640 | RSC Sustainability, 2025, 3, 629–660
was later characterized as the IRMOF-1 material belonging to
the isoreticular metal–organic framework (IRMOF) series,113

and other one was the HKUST-1 material,12 where HKUST
represents “Hong Kong University of Science and Technology”,
with the material belonging to the HKUST-n series of MOF
systems.109 Both of these porous materials displayed high crys-
tallinity and demonstrated much higher BET surface area
compared to that of the conventional porous solids. The crystal
structure analysis of the IRMOF-n and HKUST-n series of
materials revealed the presence of regular arrangements of
some metal nodes interconnected with multitopic linker
molecules. Although in some of the MOF systems the individual
metal ions can also act as the metal nodes, in most of the
systems, in both the conventional and Ln-MOF categories, the
formation of some ligand-assisted M–O–C unit-based metal ion
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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clusters invariably occurs. These clusters act as the metal nodes
in the formation of the regular frameworks, serving as the
secondary building units (SBUs) in the construction of the 3D
network structures of MOF systems through their interconnec-
tion with the multidentate linker molecules.

In the IRMOF-n series of porous materials, the formation of
the M–O–C-based metal nodes (SBUs) was achieved by using
various types of dicarboxylate-based ligands, namely acetate-,
benzoate- and pivalate-based molecules.1,120–126 The rst-
generation of IRMOF-n materials, namely the IRMOF-1 or
MOF-5 system, was synthesized and characterized by Yaghi and
co-workers.1 This material has the stoichiometric composition
of Zn4(O)(BDC)3, where BDC stands for 1,4-benzenedicarbox-
ylate ligand. In its network structure, the tetra-nuclear super-
tetrahedral Zn2+ clusters were identied as the metal nodes
(SBUs), which were interconnected through the adequate
coordination with BDC ligands constituting the 3D network
structure, as schematically shown in Fig. 6a.123 In this network
structure, six Zn4O(CO2)6 clusters, each one having an octahe-
dral (Oh) geometry, are inter-connected through BDC linkers,
and thereby square-shaped pores are developed in the material
with pore openings of about 9 Å.124,125 The MOF materials in the
IRMOF-n series display substantially high thermal stability and
possess quite open skeletal frameworks with controlled pore
dimensions and large BET surface area.1,120–123 In the case of the
IRMOF-n series, the inner walls of the pores can be modied
easily by using differently functionalized dicarboxylate ligands
having different types of substituents.12,117 In fact, the system-
atic modulation of the pore size from about 2.8 to 28.8 Å was
achieved for the IRMOF-n materials by changing the fused
aromatic moieties, like biphenyl, tetrahydropyran, pyrene, and
terphenyl units, in their dicarboxylate ligands, as schematically
shown in Fig. 6b.117 The IRMOF-n series of materials have found
applications in the areas such as catalysis,5 gas storage,106 ana-
lyte separation,109 electrochemistry,85 and many others. These
materials have also shown prospective uses in biology and
medicine, especially in drug carrier applications.123
Fig. 6 (a) Schematic of the network structures in the MOF-5 system. Th
plinary Digital Publishing Institute (MDPI), Basel, Switzerland. (b) List of diff
of IRMOF-1 to IRMOF-16 networks. Color codes: polyhedral Zn cluster (g
large yellow balls. The figure is redrawn from ref. 117 with permission fro

© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
Compared to the IRMOF-n systems, the HKUST-n systems
possess different 3D network architectures, which are formed by
the Td-octahedron-structured metal nodes constituted by
grouping of four square planar di-copper-based paddle-wheel
structured SUB units, and connecting these metal nodes
involving the tri-topic linker like 1,3,5-benzenetricarboxylate
(BTC) ligand.12,117 Using various tricarboxylate linkers, a variety of
HKUST-n materials was synthesized, particularly to mention are
those obtained by using 4,40,400-s-triazine-2,4,6-triyl-tribenzoate
(TATB), 4,40,400-(benzene-1,3,5-triyl-tris(benzene-4,1-diyl))
tribenzoate (BBC), 4,40,400-s-triazine-1,3,5-triyltri-p-amino-
benzoate (TATAB), and 4,40,400-(1,3,4,6,7,9,9-heptaazaphenalene-
2,5,8-triyl)tribenzoate (HTB) as linkers, as are shown schemati-
cally in Fig. 7.12,117 All these materials have similar topologies but
signicantly different pore sizes, showing diverse applications.

The MIL-n series of MOF materials, where MIL stands for
“Materials Institute Lavoisier”, are also realized as the unique
MOF materials, where the metal nodes are formed as a type of
super-octahedron involving three metal octahedra (formed by
coordinating with di- or tri-carboxylate ligands), acting as the
SBUs, and the 3D networks are developed by the interconnec-
tion of these metal nodes involving tricarboxylate ligands.127–129

Depending on the multi-topic ligands used, the MIL-n series of
materials was reported to be formed as microporous to meso-
porous systems with pore sizes in the range of 5 to 30 Å. In these
materials, the 3D network structures lead to the formation of
two different types of cages. While one has a signicantly
smaller size with pentagonal pore openings, the other one is
signicantly larger in size with hexagonal pore openings.127–129

The network structures of the MIL-100 and MIL-101 systems
formed using BTC and BDC as the linkers are schematically
shown in Fig. 8 for easy comparison and visualization.

5.2. Important structural characteristics of Ln-MOF systems

While discussing the general structural characteristics of Ln-
MOF systems, it important to note that they can involve either
homometallic clusters or heterometallic clusters of lanthanide
e figure is reproduced from ref. 123 with permission from Multidisci-
erent fused groups in the dicarboxylate ligands used for the preparation
reenish-blue); O (red); C (black). Square-shaped pores are indicated by
m the Royal Society of Chemistry.
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Fig. 7 Examples of MOF systems constructed from tri-topic carbox-
ylate linkers and di-copper paddle-wheel SBUs. Color scheme: Cu
(turquoise); O (red); C (black). Large yellow balls indicate the pores
formed in these materials. The figure is redrawn from ref. 117 with
permission from the Royal Society of Chemistry.

Fig. 8 Schematic of the network structures of MIL-100(Cr) and MIL-
101(Cr). (A) and (B) Represent the views of the small and large cages
formed in these two materials. (C) Represents the views of the
pentagonal and hexagonal windows for the pores created in these
materials. Color codes: Cr octahedra = green and C = black. The
figure is redrawn from ref. 129 with permission from Elsevier.
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ions as the metal nodes in the construction of their topological
structures. Accordingly, it was felt that for the convenience of
presentation, the structural characteristics of the Ln-MOF
systems formed based on homometallic and heterometallic
clusters are better to be discussed seperately. Thus, in the
following two subsections, we seperately present the general
structural characteristics of the Ln-MOF systems formed
involving homometallic and heterometallic clusters as the
metal nodes, respectively.

5.2.1 Structural characteristics of Ln-MOFs involving
homometallic clusters. In Ln-MOF systems, given that the
coordination numbers of the lanthanide (Ln) ions are not only
very high but also quite exible, these systems can be con-
structed with more complex topological frameworks than
transition metal (TM)-based MOF systems. In general, Ln ions
show higher tendency to interact with oxygen-containing hard
ligands than the corresponding so ligands, which is rational-
ized based on the principle of hard–so Lewis acid–base
interactions. This particular phenomenon plays an important
role in the construction of complex network designs for Ln-MOF
materials, which are not usually possible with TM-based MOF
systems.107,130–133

In Ln-MOF systems, different types of homometallic clusters
of Ln(III) ions are realized to participate as the metal nodes,
coordinating with suitable multitopic linkers. Many of these Ln-
MOF systems are oen considered as simple Ln(III) ion-based
coordination polymers, given that these materials are formed
by interlinking the Ln(III) ions directly through the sharing of
multitopic linkers. Several of these coordination polymers were
reported in the literature involving different Ln(III) ions (Ln= La
to Tm) together with the di-topic linker BDC and having the
general formula of [Ln2(BDC)3(H2O)4]n.130 In the construction of
the [Ln2(BDC)3(H2O)4]n structural motifs, the Ln(III) ions formed
octa-coordinated metal centers, with six of them arising
through the binding of six oxygen atoms provided by six BDC
ligands and the remaining two arising through the binding of
oxygen atoms from two water molecules, as schematically
shown in Fig. 9. In these Ln-MOF systems, each BDC linker
interconnects four Ln(III) ions simultaneously, establishing the
formation of a 3D network in the desired Ln-MOF system. In
these as-formed Ln-MOF materials, when heavier Ln(III) ions
such as Tb(III) to Tm(III) are involved, the easy dehydration/
removal of their coordinating water molecules can occur, trig-
gering the easy phase transformation of these materials. This
happens because the water-free Ln(III) ions in these materials
participate in the formation of new types of coordination
structures involving the m-carboxylate bridges. However, inter-
estingly, no such phase transformation is observed for Ln-MOF
materials composed of lighter Ln(III) ions, such as La(III) to
Eu(III). In this case, the concerned Ln-MOF materials maintain
their original crystal structures even when subjected to dehy-
dration by removing their coordinating water molecules.130

Ln-MOF materials with interpenetrated metal nodes in their
network structures were reported by Zhou and co-workers.134 A
typical example of these Ln-MOF materials is the PCN-17(Ln)
system, where PCN stands for porous coordination network and
Ln stands for Dy, Er, Y, and Yb ions. As revealed by these
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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Fig. 9 Projection of an extended asymmetric unit of [Tb2(BDC)3(H2-
O)4]n. Color codes: Ln (white); O (red); and C (black). Reproduced from
ref. 130 with permission from the American Chemical Society.

Fig. 10 (A) Schematic of the structure of [Ln4(m4-H2O)] motif. (B)
Truncated octahedral cage inscribed by the SBUs formed by six units
of [Ln4(m4-H2O)] motifs, as indicated by the green octahedron. (C)
Non-interpenetrated basic Ln-MOF network with cuboctahedron
cage (blue square) formed by the interconnection of six corners of the
octahedrons. (D) Doubly interpenetrated PCN-9(Ln) structure with
reasonably complex pore structures. (E) Bridged interpenetrated PCN-
17(Ln) network with very complex arrangements for the SBUs and the
pore structures. Color codes: Ln = green, C = gray, N = blue, O = red,
and S = yellow. The figure is redrawn from ref. 134 with permission
from Wiley Inter Science.
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authors, in the PCN-17(Ln) materials, their SBUs are constituted
by using square-planar [Ln4(m4-H2O)] clusters as the basic
structural motifs or metal nodes, where all four Ln atoms are on
the same plane. In the [Ln4(m4-H2O)] motifs, all the Ln atoms are
hepta-coordinated, two due to two O atoms of a bridging sulfate
group, one due to the O atom of the m4-H2O molecule, which
interconnects all four Ln atoms, and four due to the four O
atoms arising from four different TATB linkers. In the case of
each of these TATB linkers, two of their carboxylate groups are
interconnected with two Ln atoms of the same [Ln4(m4-H2O)]
motif, while their third carboxylate group is utilized to connect
an Ln atom of a nearby Ln4(m4-H2O) motif.134 With this coordi-
nation pattern, each of the [Ln4(m4-H2O)] motifs are inter-
connected to eight different TATB linkers together with four
different bridging sulfate groups, leading to the formation of an
assembly of six [Ln4(m4-H2O)] motifs in a truncated octahedral-
shaped cage structure, acting as the secondary building unit
(SBU) of the PCN-17(Ln) systems. In the above-mentioned SBUs,
each of the [Ln4(m4-H2O)] motifs are placed at the corners (or
vertices) of the octahedron and eight TATB linker are placed on
the eight faces of the octahedron. Each of these octahedrons
participate in the formation of the extended network by sharing
their six corners with six other adjacent octahedrons involving
the bridging sulfate groups. The as-formed simple MOF
network creates the inscribed cuboctahedron cages. However,
two of these simplied networks can undergo interpenetration
with each other, stabilized and supported by the involvement of
the p–p interactions of the TATB ligands, giving rise to the
formation of a doubly interpenetrated MOF network structure,
referred as the PCN-9 system. Subsequently, these doubly
interpenetrated networks can also undergo more complex
interconnections among their octahedron units involving the
sulfate-bridged coordinative linkages, resulting in the forma-
tion of a directly bridged interpenetrated 3D framework, which
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
is referred to as the system. A schematic presentation of the
aforementioned non-interpenetrated and interpenetrated Ln-
MOF networks is shown in Fig. 10 for easy visualization.

As indicated from the above discussion, the PCN-n(Ln)
series of Ln-MOF systems can form with two types of inbuilt
cages, where the larger ones are the truncated octahedral
cages, and the smaller ones are the cuboctahedron cages,
enabling different types of applications for these Ln-MOF
materials. The unique interpenetrated frameworks produced
in the PCN-17(Ln) systems, which are supported by coor-
dinatively linked sulfate-bridges, demonstrated exceptionally
high thermal stability (up to ∼480 °C). These material also
possessed a substantially reduced pore size (∼3.5 Å) compared
to most other MOF materials. Accordingly, the PCN-17(Ln)
systems were realized to display substantially selective
adsorption properties, namely for O2 gas over N2; H2 gas over
N2; and H2 gas over CO. These selective adsorption properties
suggested the potentials of the PCN-n(Ln) series of Ln-MOF
systems for selective gas adsorption and separation applica-
tions. For more details on the structural aspects of various
other Ln-MOF materials possessing homometallic Ln clusters,
readers are referred to the monograph that was published
a few years ago by Li and Chen.135

5.2.2 Structural characteristics of Ln-MOFs involving het-
erometallic clusters. Very recently, many Ln-MOF materials
have been reported that involve both transition metal (TM) ions
and lanthanide (Ln) ions in combination to construct the
underlying SBUs in the creation of porous 3D metal–organic
network structures.107 For convenience, these materials can be
designated simply as Ln-TM-MOF systems. Generally, these
materials display many benecial properties compared to the
homometallic Ln-MOF systems.107 In the literature, although
RSC Sustainability, 2025, 3, 629–660 | 643

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d4su00271g


Fig. 11 Two different rod-shaped SBUs with constructions as (A)
[Ln6Cu2(BPy)2(O2C)11], and (B) [Ln2Cu3(BPy)2(O2C)12], and (C) the 2D
hexagonal sheet, as obtained by using IP and BPy as the O-donor and
N-donor ligands, respectively, for the synthesis of Ln-TM-MOF
systems involving Ln(III) (Ln = Er, Y and Eu) and Cu(II) ions. The figure is
redrawn from ref. 136 with permission from Wiley Inter Science.
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there are reports on the formation of heterometallic coordina-
tion compounds or polymers, either through direct bond
formation between Ln and TM ions or through ionic or elec-
trostatic associations, the porous solid networks formed
involving Ln-linker-TM based heterometallic clusters are
commonly considered as lanthanide-based heterometallic MOF
materials i.e. the Ln-TM-MOF systems. These materials not only
display fascinating structural characteristics but also offer
remarkable prospects towards applications such as lumines-
cent devices, magnetic devices, adsorption and separation
processes, and catalysis of reactions.107

Generally, Ln-TM-MOF systems possessing Ln-linker-TM-
based heterometallic clusters are produced using multi-
dentate ligands having both N-donor- and O-donor-based
arms. This is required because the O-donor ligands display
a relatively stronger affinity for Ln ions, while the N-donor
ligands exhibit comparatively stronger binding with TM ions
due to the hard–so Lewis acid–base interactions.107,131 The
typical multidentate ligands possessing both N- and O-donor
sites are pyridine-2,5-dicarboxylate (PyDC), pyrazine-2,4-
dicarboxylate (PZDC) and several amino acid molecules. In
some cases, isolated N-donors such as bipyridine (BPy) and
their derivatives and isolated O-donor ligands such as iso-
phthalate (IP, also known as 1,3-bezenedicarboxylate (BDC))
were also used to obtain heterometallic cluster-based Ln-TM-
MOF systems.107,136 In this regard, three types of Ln-Cu-MOF
systems containing heterometallic clusters of Ln(III) (Ln = Er,
Y and Eu) and Cu(II) ions were developed by Zheng and co-
workers,136 using BPy and IP as the independent N- and O-
donors, respectively. In one category of these Ln-Cu-MOF
systems, rod-shaped octanuclear heterometallic chains were
formed, involving six Ln(III)-based nodes, which were linked
through IP ligands, and both ends of this Ln(III) cluster were
terminated by two Cu(BPy) moieties, giving the SBU composi-
tional formula of [Ln6Cu2(BPy)2(O2C)11]. In the second cate-
gory of these Ln-Cu-MOF systems, rod-shaped pentanuclear
chains were formed involving a central Cu(II)-based node,
which was connected from both sides by two Ln(III)-based
nodes involving IP ligands and both the ends of this cluster
were terminated by two Cu(BPy) moieties, giving the effective
SBU with formula of [Ln2Cu3(BPy)2(O2C)12]. In the above-
mentioned two categories of the Ln-Cu-MOF systems, each
SBU was interconnect with six other SBUs via IP bridges,
producing a very complex 3D network structure in the Ln-Cu-
MOF materials. In the third category of Ln-Cu-MOF systems,
2D hexagonal networks were formed by the arrangement of the
heterometallic clusters, where six Ln(III)-based nodes were
placed at the corners and six Cu(II)-based nodes were placed at
the edges of the hexagons. Stacking of these 2D sheets in the
ABC fashion, where the IP linkers acted as the pillars to
separate the 2D sheets, resulted in the formation of the nal
3D framework. A schematic of the above-mentioned three
types of Ln-Cu-MOF systems is shown in Fig. 11. Various other
Ln-TM-MOF systems with complex structural features have
been reported in the literature and more details on these
structural characteristics can be obtained from the previously
published review articles.107,137,138
644 | RSC Sustainability, 2025, 3, 629–660
6. General properties of MOF-based
porous materials

MOF systems with tunable network structures and adaptable
properties have recently gained signicant attention owing to
their unique and favorable features towards many advanced
applications.139 In MOF systems, the incorporation of inorganic
metal nodes and suitable functional moieties in the organic
linkers can result in many advanced characteristics, leading to
superior applications. In this respect, Ln-MOF materials offer
more advantages than the conventional TM-MOF systems,
mainly owing to the presence of 4f electrons and the higher and
varying coordination numbers of the Ln ions. Although prop-
erties such as high porosity and efficient sorption are common
features for both conventional and Ln-MOF materials, the latter
systems offer additional attractive features such as magnetism
and luminescence, making them more suitable for broader
applications than conventional MOF systems. In the following
section, we discuss some of the general properties of various
MOF-based porous materials related to their applications.
6.1. Porosity of MOF-based porous materials

High porosity in the network structures of MOF-based materials
is an important property, and consequently these materials can
adsorb/hold large quantities of analytes/guests in their inbuilt
pores, making them super adsorbents. Furthermore, they
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d4su00271g


Critical Review RSC Sustainability

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 0

3 
 2

02
5.

 D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

on
 2

9.
01

.2
02

6 
4:

27
:2

3.
 

 T
hi

s 
ar

tic
le

 is
 li

ce
ns

ed
 u

nd
er

 a
 C

re
at

iv
e 

C
om

m
on

s 
A

ttr
ib

ut
io

n-
N

on
C

om
m

er
ci

al
 3

.0
 U

np
or

te
d 

L
ic

en
ce

.
View Article Online
display a high BET surface area, which increases the interaction
probability of the analytes/guests with the active sites
embedded inside their pores, enhancing their catalytic activity.
Their pore sizes and the characteristics of their active sites can
be modulated suitably by introducing adequate substituents/
functional groups in the organic linker molecules, which can
improve the performance of these materials in the adsorption
and catalytic activities.114 Given that MOF-based porous mate-
rials can be obtained with large variations in their pore sizes,
they can be classied broadly into two categories, namely
microporous MOF materials, having pore sizes less than about
2 nm, and mesoporous MOF materials, having pore sizes typi-
cally in the range of 2–50 nm.140

6.1.1 Porosity of systems having microporous characteris-
tics. Although numerous TM-ion based MOF systems have been
reported in the literature with microporous characteristics,
similar microporous MOF materials involving Ln(III) ions have
not been reported as extensively. Due to the higher coordination
number, larger coordination sphere, and varying coordination
geometries/environments of Ln(III) ions, generally, Ln-MOF
materials display much stronger and relatively more extended
connectivity among their metal nodes than that observed in the
conventional MOF systems. Accordingly, Ln-MOF materials are
generally formed with more condensed microporous structures
with their inbuilt pores typically having a size of <20 Å, which is
close to the typical molecular dimensions. With scope for
further tuning these pores, both in terms of their sizes and
chemical characteristics, adopting suitable chemical function-
alization, the modied microporous Ln-MOF materials can
Fig. 12 (A) Different types of coordinations of the La(III) ions with the BDC
as the SBUs; color codes: C = gray, O = red, and Ln= green. (C) Open ch
Polyhedral representation of the Ln-MOF framework in the [0 0 1] dir
American Chemical Society.

© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
offer many advantageous features for their applications in the
areas such as gas storage, separation, ion exchange, and
catalysis.104

Han et al. reported the synthesis of different categories of
isostructural microporous Ln-MOF systems with complex
network structures using linkers such as 1,4-dibenzoate (BDC)
and 4,40-azodibenzoate (ADB) and different Ln ions such as
La(III), Ce(III) and Nd(III).141 In the category of these materials
having the compositional formula of [Ln6(BDC)9-(DMF)6(H2-
O)3$3DMF], different types of Ln(III) ions were present in regard
to their coordination numbers, three Ln(III) ions with nine-
coordination, two with eight-coordination and one with seven-
coordination. Although the seven-coordinated Ln(III) ion
(marked as Ln6) had a unique coordination pattern, each of the
three nine-coordinated (marked as Ln1, Ln2 and Ln3) and two
eight-coordinated Ln(III) ions (marked as Ln4 and Ln6) had
signicantly different coordination patterns, as schematically
shown in Fig. 12A.141,142 Combinations of these Ln(III) nodes
resulted in the formation of two different types of 1D innite
chains acting as the SUBs and both had the general formula of
[La4(CO2)12]n (Fig. 12B). The interconnection of these SUBs
resulted in the formation of 3D networks, where the ditopic
ligands acted as the spacers for the 1D innite chains. The Ln-
MOF materials displayed enormous microporous channels
having rhomboidal openings with a size of about 4 Å × 7 Å
(Fig. 12C and D).141

Another important category of microporous Ln-MOF mate-
rials was reported by Zhou and co-workers, designated as the
PCN-n(Ln) systems.134,143 Part of the discussion on these systems
linkers in the Ln-MOF networks. (B) 1D rod-shaped La(III) clusters acting
annel representation of the Ln-MOF network in the [0 1 1] direction. (D)
ection. The figure is redrawn from ref. 141 with permission from the
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was already presented in Section 5.2.1 with reference to Fig. 10.
In these systems, different Ln(III) ions (Ln = Dy, Er, Y, Yb) were
coordinated with tri-topic TATB linkers, resulting in the
formation of microporous interpenetrated frameworks, namely,
PCN-9(Ln) and PCN-17(Ln) systems, as already discussed in
Section 5.2.1 (Fig. 10). In these materials, their pore opening
was either blocked or quite tiny due to the interpenetration of
the networks. For example, in the pristine PCN-17(Ln) material,
effectively no open pores existed along its (1 0 0) and (1 1 0)
crystal directions, and only tiny pores with an opening of∼2.0 Å
were observed along its (1 1 1) crystal direction. However, upon
activation (removing the m4-H2O molecules), some pore devel-
oped in this material with openings of ∼3.5 Å, which are suit-
able for the sorption of small gas molecules. The space-lling
models of the unactivated and activated PCN-17(Ln) materials,
as viewed from the (1 0 0) crystal direction, are shown in Fig. 13A
and B, respectively.144

6.1.2 Porosity of systems having mesoporous characteris-
tics. There are many reports in the literature on MOF-based
mesoporous materials. As discussed before with reference to
Fig. 6, the IRMOF-n category of MOF materials was typically
formed with mesoporous structures, namely, IRMOF-74 series
of materials was reported with varying pore sizes in the range of
∼14 Å to ∼98 Å.126 Similar to the IRMOF-n systems, the MIL-n
category of materials was also reported with mesoporous
structures, having pore sizes varying from a few angstroms to
tens of angstroms. The MIL-100 and MIL-101 systems were re-
ported as two important series of materials, where pore sizes
ranging from ∼6.5 Å to ∼30 Å were observed, indicating that
these materials cover the microporous to mesoporous
regions.127,128

To date, only a few robust mesoporous Ln-MOFs materials
have been reported in the literature. This is mainly due to the
diverse coordination of the Ln(III) ions, which allows them to
retain their coordinated solvent molecules in many systems,
thereby blocking their pores substantially. The rst examples of
mesoporous Ln-MOF systems were reported by Park et al.,145

having the compositional formula of [Tb16(TATB)16-
Fig. 13 (A) Space-filling model of an unactivated PCN-17(Ln) material as v
PCN-17(Ln) material showing tiny open pores as viewed from the (1 0 0) d
is redrawn from ref. 143 with permission from the American Chemical S

646 | RSC Sustainability, 2025, 3, 629–660
(DMA)24]$(DMA)91(H2O)108. The structural characterization
revealed that these materials were formed through the inter-
connections of the equilateral triangle-shaped [Tb4] clusters,
where one Tb atom was at the center and three Tb atoms
occupied the corners of the triangle. Four [Tb4] clusters were
arranged to form the truncated super-tetrahedron (ST)-shaped
SBUs, which were interconnected by TTAB linkers to give the
diamond-like interpenetrated network structures, as schemati-
cally shown in Fig. 14. In these materials, there were two types
of mesoscopic cages, some were relatively smaller (S cages),
having an internal diameter of ∼39.1 Å, and the others were
relatively larger (L cages), having an internal diameter of ∼47.1
Å. The S cages were surrounded by 20 ST units, creating 12
pentagonal windows (diameter of∼13.0 Å) and the L cages were
surrounded by 28 ST units, forming a total of 12 pentagonal
(diameter of ∼13.0 Å) and 4 hexagonal (diameter of ∼17.0 Å)
windows.

Another series of mesoporous Ln-MOF based materials,
designated as the UTSA-61 systems, where UTSA stands for the
University of Texas-San Antonio, was reported by He and co-
workers,4,146 which was prepared using a hexa-topic dendritic
ligand such as 1,3,5-tris(3,5-di(4-carboxyphenyl) phenyl)
benzene (DHC) and Ln(III) ions. In these materials, octahedral-
shaped cages (diameter ∼24 Å) were inscribed with the support
of the dendritic DHC linkers. Also, there was no interpenetra-
tion of the SBUs, and the materials always maintained their
mesoporous nature permanently, displaying very good sorption
capacity for gases such as N2, H2, CO2 and CH4. The construc-
tion of the SBUs and the creation of the octahedral cages
through the interconnection of the SBUs, resulting the nal 3D
network of the UTSA-61 systems, are schematically shown in
Fig. 15.
6.2. Magnetic properties of MOF-based materials

A major challenge in the eld of magnetism is the design of
materials that can act as molecular ferromagnets.147 A step
toward this is developing molecular systems that possess high
spin multiplicity in their ground state. In this quest, the
iewed from the (1 0 0) direction. (B) Space-filling model of an activated
irection. Color code: Ln= Pink, C= gray, O= red, S= yellow. The figure
ociety.

© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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Fig. 14 (A) Fused small (S) and large (L) size mesoscopic cages formed
by the arrangements of STs as the subunits. (B) Diamond-like doubly
interpenetrating nets; blue one is formed directly by L cages and red
one is formed by the S cages (connecting the centers of tetrahedra of
the four Ln4 clusters, shown in yellow). (C) Schematic of the S and L
mesoscopic cages formed in the concerned Ln-MOF systems. Color
codes: C= gray, H=white, N= blue, O= red, and Ln= light blue. The
figure is redrawn from ref. 145 with permission from Wiley Inter
Science.

Fig. 15 Schematics of (A) hexatopic carboxylate linker DHC, (B) Ln(III)
ion node as SBU involving DHC ligands, (C) octahedral cage involving
six Ln(III) ion nodes and eight organic linkers, and (D) construction of
the overall mesoporous network for the USTA-61 materials. The figure
is redrawn from ref. 4 & 146 with permission from the Royal Society of
Chemistry.
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majority of the studies involving MOF-based materials have
been devoted to TM-based MOF systems, with attention to
their unpaired d-electrons. Alternatively, in the case of Ln-MOF
materials, there are only limited studies reported with respect
to their magnetic properties. Magnetic properties in Ln-TM-
MOF materials are very interesting because (i) many Ln ions
have large J values owing to their unquenched orbital
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
contributions, (ii) Ln ions can display a substantial extent of
easy-axis magnetic anisotropy, and (iii) Ln ions can undergo
interesting magnetic interactions with nearby TM ions.135

Among the Ln-MOF- and Ln-TM-MOF-based materials,
magnetic properties have been investigated mostly with
systems that contain Gd(III) as the lanthanide ion because
Gd(III) has relatively less magnetic anisotropy compared to the
other Ln(III) ions.107,144 A detailed discussion on the magnetic
properties of Ln-based MOF systems is beyond the scope of the
present article. However, considering the prospects of the
magnetism-based applications of Ln-MOF- and Ln-TM-MOF-
based materials, we present a brief discussion on the
magnetic aspects of these materials.

6.2.1 Magnetic properties of homonuclear Ln-MOF
systems. As mentioned, the magnetic properties of Ln-based
MOF materials have not been investigated in great detail as
reported for TM-based MOF systems. In regard to magnetic
characteristics, Zhang and co-workers148 reported two impor-
tant Ln-MOF systems, namely [NH2Me2][Ln(MDIP)(H2O)] and
[NH2Me2][Ln(MDIP)(H2O)]$0.5NHMe2, where Ln stands for
trivalent Pr, Nd, Sm, Eu, Gd, Tb, and Dy ions for the former
system and Er, Tm, and Yb ions for the latter system, while
MDIP represents the V-shaped methylene-di-isophthalate
linker. The magnetic susceptibilities of both systems followed
the Curie–Weiss law and showed a negative Weiss constant,
indicating very weak antiferromagnetic interaction between the
Ln(III) centers. Similar magnetic properties were also reported
by Biswas et al.149 for the [Ln2(PAM)3(DMF)2(H2O)2]n$nDMF
system, where Ln = Gd(III) and Dy(III) ions, and PAM = 4,40-
methylenebis(3-hydroxy-2-naphthalenecarboxylate) ligand. The
magnetic properties of the mixed ligand-based [Ln2(-
BPDC)(BDC)2(H2O)2]n system were also reported by Zhou
et al.,150 where Ln represents the trivalent Gd, Dy, Ho and Er
ions, while BPDC and BDC are the 4,40-biphenyldicarboxylate
and 1,4-benzenedicarboxylate ligands, respectively. These
materials also showed very weak antiferromagnetic interaction
between the Ln(III) centers even at very low temperatures.
According to all these studies, it can be inferred that in the Ln-
MOF materials, there is hardly any overlap of the 4f orbitals of
the Ln(III) ions present in these systems.

6.2.2 Magnetic properties of heteronuclear Ln-TM-MOF
systems. In the literature, signicant efforts have been
devoted to understanding the magnetic properties of hetero-
nuclear MOF systems involving both Ln and TM ions. These
studies were mainly driven by the interesting nding that in the
mixed metal complex of Gd(III) and Cu(II) ions, there is
substantial ferromagnetic coupling between them.151 This effect
was apparently unlikely if the 4f orbital of the Gd(III) ion was
overlapping with the 3d orbital of the Cu(II) ion because it would
have caused antiferromagnetic interaction rather than ferro-
magnetic coupling. The absence of signicant overlap between
the 4f orbital of Gd(III) and 3d orbital of Cu(II) was possibly
because the 4f shell of Gd(III) is much smaller in size and highly
shielded by its 5s and 5p orbitals. The ferromagnetic coupling
in the present system was attributed to the reasonable overlap
of the half-lled dx

2
−y

2 orbital of Cu(II) with the empty 5d orbital
of Gd(III).147 Following this interesting result, several
RSC Sustainability, 2025, 3, 629–660 | 647
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heteronuclear Ln-TM-MOF systems were investigated to explore
their magnetic properties, and quite strong ferromagnetic
interactions were observed in most of these materials. In this
respect, a theoretical study was also carried out by Hong and
coworkers,107 considering mainly the coupling of the Gd(III) ion
with various TM ions. In this study, excluding the Gd(III) ion,
other Ln(III) ions were mostly avoided because there were
substantial unquenched orbital contributions in the latter cases
that complicated the theoretical treatment.107

In the literature, attempts were also made to obtain
advanced Ln-TM-MOF materials to achieve coupling between
the 3d and 4f metal ions present in these systems. Some
representative examples are the extended Ln-TM-MOF systems
such as [Cu(BPy)Ln3(IP)5(HIP)(H2O)], [Cu3(BPy)2Ln2(IP)6]$5H2O
and [Cu3Ln2(IP)6], where Ln represents the Er(III), Yb(III) and
Eu(III) ions for the rst system, Yb(III) Gd(III) and Tb(III) ions for
the second system, and Eu(III) and Gd(III) ions for the third
system, while BPy and IP represent the 2,20-bipyridine and iso-
phthalate ligands, respectively.136 All these systems displayed
very weak antiferromagnetic interaction and the results were
rationalized based on the following factors: (i) large separation
between the Ln(III) ions, (i) well-shielding of the 4f orbitals of the
Ln(III) ions by their 5s and 5p orbitals, and (iii) relatively less
covalent characters of the Ln-ligand bonds. All these factors
minimized the Ln–Ln interaction, causing the Ln(III)–Cu(II)
interaction to be displayed by the studied Ln-TM-MOF systems.

To date, most of the Ln-TM-MOFs investigated in regard to
their magnetic behaviors are those obtained by using the
pyridine-based carboxylic acid ligands possessing both N- and
O-donor groups. A typical example is the [Ln14(m6-O)(m3-
OH)20(INA)22Cu6Cl4(H2O)8]$6H2O system, where Ln represents
Y(III), Gd(III) and Dy(III) ions and INA is the isonicotinic acid
ligand.152 In this material, the Ln14(m6-O)(m3-OH)20 clusters act
as the SBUs, which are linked by the INA ligands to form 3D
network structures. The resulting materials showed very weak
antiferromagnetic interaction between the Ln(III) ions, which
was rationalized based on the above-mentioned factors listed
for the previous systems.

A few other heterometallic Ln-TM-MOF systems have also
been reported in the literature, e.g., {[Co(H2O)6]$[Ln2(ODA)6-
Co2]$6H2O}n, {[Ln2(ODA)6Cd3(H2O)6]$mH2O}n and
{[Cd(H2O)6]$[Ln2(ODA)6Cd2]$mH2O}n systems, where Ln = Gd,
Dy, and Er ions for the rst system, Pr, Nd, Sm, Eu, and Dy ions
for the second system withm = 9, 6, or 3 in different cases, and
Dy, Ho, Er, Tm, and Lu ions for the third system with m = 6 or
12 in different cases, while ODA is the oxy-diacetate ligand.153

All these materials possessed isoreticular Ln–Cd or Ln–Co
moieties in their network structures and displayed reasonable
ferromagnetic interaction between the Ln and TM centers,
albeit only at a very low temperature (1.8 K). Based on various
studies, it was inferred that in the Ln-TM-MOF materials, some
extent of ferromagnetic coupling between the Ln and TM is
generally observed. However, in most of the Ln-TM-MOF
systems, the antiferromagnetic interaction between the Ln
and TM ions is negligible due to the large physical separation
between these ions.
648 | RSC Sustainability, 2025, 3, 629–660
6.3. Luminescence characteristics of Ln-MOF based
materials

Traditional luminescent materials such as organic dyes and
inorganic phosphor materials have been used extensively in
different applications including displays, chemical sensing,
optical devices, and many others. The rare earth ions, which
include lanthanides together with yttrium, display unique
luminescence behavior with vary narrow emission bands and
high color purity.154 The electronic transitions that contribute in
the luminescent properties of the rare earth ions include their
inner shell 4f–4f transitions, the 4f–5d charge transfer (CT)
processes, and other CT phenomena such as ligand-to-metal
charge transfer (LMCT) and metal-to-ligand charge transfer
(MLCT) processes.155 Although La(III) and Lu(III) ions are known
to be non-emissive in nature, the other Ln(III) ions are well
known for their characteristic emissions. Thus, Eu(III) emits red
light, Tb(III) gives green light, Sm(III) emits in orange, Tm(III)
emits in blue, and Yb(III), Nd(III), and Er(III) show emission in the
near-infrared region.154 The different emissive components
present in Ln-MOF systems, namely, coordinated Ln(III) ions,
bound organic linkers possessing chromophoric moieties,
entrapped chromophoric guests, and physically entrapped
Ln(III) ions, can suitably contribute to the observed lumines-
cence behavior of these materials. Given that the emission from
each of these components can be tuned suitably either by
incorporating a structural modication of the components or by
changing/replacing the components as a whole, Ln-MOF
systems can offer enormous opportunities for the develop-
ment of many new and advanced luminescent materials for
useful applications in chemical sensing, light-emitting devices,
and many others.156 In fact, an abundance of Ln-MOF systems
with diverse luminescence characteristics has been reported in
the literature, and an in-depth discussion on all these materials
is beyond the scope of the present article. However, here, we
discuss the luminescent characteristics of a few representative
Ln-MOF systems, highlighting some of the important features
of these materials in regard to their application potential.

A series of 4,40-(hexauoroisopropylidene)-bis(benzoate)
(FIPBB) ligand-based Ln-MOF systems having the composi-
tional formula of Ln2(FIPBB)3, where Ln represents the trivalent
Y, La, Ce, Pr, Nd, Sm, Eu, Gd, Tb, Dy, Ho, Er and Yb ions was
investigated in the literature for their luminescence character-
istics.157 Most of these materials displayed bluish-white emis-
sion upon UV excitation, excluding those containing Eu(III),
Tb(III), and Gd(III) ions, which showed emission in the other
spectral regions. In the case of the bluish-white emitting
materials, it was realized that their emission originated from
their ligand excited states. In the latter cases involving Eu(III),
Tb(III), and Gd(III) ions, the observed emissions were charac-
teristically found to be red, green and white, respectively, upon
UV excitation. These emissions were revealed to arise either
from the direct excitation of the Ln ions or due to the energy
transfer from the excited ligands to the Ln ions.157 In these
cases, the emission intensities were found to be substantially
stronger, which was attributed to the negligible luminescence
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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quenching due to the considerable separation between the Ln
ions in the chain-like SBUs present in these materials.

Given that the 4f orbitals of the Ln(III) ions are largely
shielded by their outer shell 5s and 5p orbitals, these 4f orbitals
are largely devoid of interactions with the surrounding matrix.
Accordingly, the emissions arising from the 4f–4f transitions in
Ln(III) ions are generally very sharp. However, the direct excita-
tion of Ln(III) ions is oen very inefficient because the absorp-
tion coefficients for the 4f–4f transitions are very low.
Accordingly, many luminescence studies involving Ln-MOF
systems were attempted by introducing the “antenna effect”,
where the excitation of the chromophoric units in the ligands
was used to sensitize the excitation of the Ln(III) ions through
a non-radiative energy transfer process.158 In this context, the
Ba2(H2O)4[LnL3(H2O)2](H2O)nCl series of Ln-TM-MOF systems
is of worth mentioning, where Ln represents the trivalent Sm,
Eu, Gd, Tb and Dy ions, and ligand L stands for 4,40-disulfo-2,20-
bipyridine-N0N00-dioxide. In these materials, the excited ligand
can successfully sensitize all the Ln(III) ions present, excluding
Gd(III) ions.159 Taking a clue from these systems, it is quite
apparent that with the incorporation of suitable Ln(III) ions
together with the appropriate organic ligands for effective
photosensitization, it is possible to obtain a variety of lumi-
nescent Ln-TM-MOF materials that can provide interesting
emission characteristics for many useful applications. For
further details on luminescent Ln-MOF and Ln-TM-MOF
materials, readers are suggested to read the important review
article published by Song et al.160
7. Applications of the MOF-based
porous solid materials

Owing to their advantages of adequate pore sizes and high BET
surface area, MOF-based porous solid materials have prospec-
tive usage in different applied areas such as gas adsorption and
storage, separation of various analytes, catalysis, construction
of magnetic property-based devices, luminescence-based
devices, luminescence sensors, and many others.161 Addition-
ally, given that the structures and chemical properties of Ln-
MOF materials can also be easily modulated through the
selection of appropriate Ln(III) ions and/or using adequate
linker molecules, these materials offer advanced applications
compared to many conventional porous solids. In the following
sections, we discuss some of the important applications of
MOF-based porous materials as highlighted in the literature.
7.1. Applications of lanthanide-based MOFs in gas storage

Extensive studies have shown that the conventional TM-based
MOF materials can exhibit huge gas storage capacities owing
to their high porosity and exceptionally large BET surface area.
The network structures and pore sizes of these materials can
also be easily modulated to enhance their gas storage capacities
and specicities for a targeted gas. However, the conventional
TM-based MOF materials oen suffer from limited thermal and
chemical stability, especially when they contain Zn, Cu and Co
ions. In terms of thermal and chemical stability, Ln-MOF and
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
Ln-TM-MOF systems are superior to TM-MOF systems, and thus
are more suitable for various gas absorption/storage applica-
tions. Coordination of the Ln(III) ions, especially with carbox-
ylate linkers, results in the formation of very strong metal–
oxygen bonds, owing to the strong affinity of Ln(III) ions for O-
donor ligands, enhancing the stability of the obtained MOF
materials. Different advanced properties can also be introduced
in the Ln-MOF frameworks by incorporating suitable chemical
functionalization within their pores, making these materials
advantageous for gas storage applications. Further, by intro-
ducing coordinatively unsaturated metal centers (UMCs) in Ln-
MOF systems, it is also possible to enhance their sorption
capacities for the absorption/storage of specic gases to a very
large extent. In the following, we present some important
aspects related to the gas storage applications of Ln-MOF
systems, restricting our discussion to the storage of CO2, H2,
CO and N2 gases.

As reported in the literature, the interpenetrated PCN-17(Ln)
systems, whose structural characteristics have been discussed
before (Fig. 10), have shown exceptionally high gas adsorption
capacities.134 The inbuilt pores in the PCN-17(Ln) systems are
relatively small in size, typically ∼3.5 Å, and their BET surface
area is signicantly large, in the range of ∼820 m2 g−1. The
adsorption characteristics of these materials for O2, H2, CO and
N2 gases were investigated extensively, and among them, it was
found that they show the greatest selectivity towards O2.134 This
higher O2 selectivity was explained in terms of the size selec-
tivity of their pores (∼3.5 Å opening), which are very suitable for
O2 molecules compared to the other gas molecules.

Another Ln-MOF system, NJU-Bai11 (NJU-Bai stands for Bai's
group at Nanjing University), having the compositional formula
of [Y2(TPBTM)(H2O)2]$xG, where Y is the Y(III) ion, G is a guest
molecule, and TPBTM is the acylamide-functionalized linker
N,N0,N00-tris(isophthalyl)-1,3,5,-benzenetricarboxylate, was also
reported to show a high gas sorption capacity, displaying
reasonable selectivity for CO2.162,163 The enhanced efficiency of
this material for CO2 uptake resulted from the amide groups
incorporated in the walls of its pores, given that amide groups
display strong CO2–philic interaction mediated through the
polarization of CO2 molecules. The NJU-Bai11 system showed
a large BET surface area of ∼1152 m2 g−1 (calculated from N2

isotherm at 77 K), and its CO2 sorption capacity was ∼130 cm3

g−1 at 273 K and 1 bar. However, this material showed a low
uptake for N2, only ∼4.9 cm3 g−1 at 273 K and 1 bar, a feature
which was very advantageous to achieve high CO2 selectivity
over N2.

Ln-MOF systems having the compositional formula of
Ln(BTC)(H2O)$(DMF)1.1, where Ln = Y(III), Tb(III), Dy(III), Er(III)
and Yb(III) ions and BTC = 1,3,5-benzenetricarboxylate ligand,
were also investigated for their gas sorption capabilities.164,165

These materials contained a substantial degree of coor-
dinatively unsaturated metal centers (UMCs) exposed within
their porous networks and these UMCs were useful to exhibit
selectivity for some specic gases. These isostructural Ln-MOF
materials displayed quite high thermal stability with
moderate BET surface area, ranging from ∼774 cm3 g−1 with
Er(III) to ∼1080 cm3 g−1 with Y(III), as calculated using Ar
RSC Sustainability, 2025, 3, 629–660 | 649
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Scheme 2 Schematic of different catalytic applications of Ln-MOF
systems.
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isotherms at 87 K. These Ln-MOFmaterials possessing different
Ln(III) ions were reported to show moderate H2 uptake, ranging
from ∼1.4 wt% to ∼1.8 wt%.

Various types of Ln-MOF materials, with the compositional
formula of either [Ln2(2,5-PyDC)2(2,5-PipDC)(H2O)2]n, where Ln
= Ce (MOF 1), Pr (MOF 2) and Eu (MOF3), 2,5-PyDC = 2,5-pyr-
idinedicarboxylate ligand and 2,5-PipDC = 2,5-piper-
azinedicarboxylate ligand, or (H2pip)n[Ln2(2,6-PyDC)4(H2O)2]n,
where Ln = Ce (MOF 4), Pr (MOF 5), Eu (MOF 6) and Sm (MOF
7), 2,6-PyDC = 2,6-pyridinedicarboxylate ligand and H2Pip =

protonated piperazine ligand, have been reported recently in
regard to their gas storage properties.166 X-ray crystallographic
studies revealed that the [Ln2(2,5-PyDC)2(2,5-PipDC)(H2O)2]n
system possessed 3-D coordination network structures, while
the (H2Pip)n[Ln2(2,6-PyDC)4(H2O)2]n system possessed 1-D
coordination network structures. Among these materials, the
MOF 7 system showed the highest storage capacity for H2 and
CO2 gases.166 Another Ln-MOFmaterial, namely theMOF-76(Tb)
system, has also been reported recently to show promises for
hydrogen storage and humidity sensing applications.163 This
material contains M–O–C based metal cores consisting of four
Tb(III) ions, which are interconnected by benzene-1,3,5-
tricarboxylate linkers. Each of the four Tb(III) ions are also
coordinated with an aqua ligand. The framework structure of
the MOF-76(Tb) material produces 1D channels with the typical
size of 6.6 Å × 6.6 Å, propagating along its c crystallographic
axis. The hydrogen storage capacity for the MOF-76(Tb) system
was found to be ∼0.6 wt% at 77 K and 20 bar pressure.163

Scheme 1 shows a timeline of the development of some
important MOF-based porous solid systems, which are high-
lighted in regard to their uses in the separation of some
representative gases.163,167,168

7.2. Applications of lanthanide-based MOFs in catalysis

Similar to TM-MOF systems, various Ln-MOF materials have
also been recognized to display substantial catalytic effects to
Scheme 1 Timeline of some important MOF and Ln-MOF systems deve
representative gases. The scheme is redrawn in accordance with ref. 16

650 | RSC Sustainability, 2025, 3, 629–660
support various chemical reactions. A few of these reactions are
as follows: (i) hydrolysis reactions, where esters or other
substrates can be hydrolyzed catalytically by the Ln-MOF
systems due to the Lewis acid properties of the lanthanide
ions present in these systems, (ii) oxidation reactions, where
substrates such as alcohols can be oxidized catalytically by the
Ln-MOF systems, assisted by the redox properties of lanthanide
ions, and (iii) photocatalytic reactions, where energy conversion
as well as pollutant degradation can be achieved by the catalytic
effect of Ln-MOF systems utilizing their unique photophysical
properties. Scheme 2 shows a schematic representation of the
different catalytic applications of Ln-MOF systems.

Different mechanisms can be involved in the catalytic
actions of Ln-MOF systems. These mechanistic aspects of the
catalytic activities of Ln-MOF systems can be broadly realized
loped and highlighted in regard to their uses in the separation of some
8 with permission from Elsevier.

© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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based on the following important features associated with these
materials.

7.2.1 Activation of the substrates. Given that the Ln ions in
Ln-MOF systems have unique coordination environments due
to their large ionic radii and variable coordination numbers,
they can display an enhanced interaction with the substrates.
Further, the high ionic character, efficient redox properties and
Lewis acid characteristic of lanthanide ions can also provide
additional advantages for the activation of the substrates for
their signicant catalytic transformation by Ln-MOF systems.

7.2.2 Interaction with the substrates. The organic ligands
in Ln-MOF systems can also oen possess additional anchoring
sites that can support the binding and activation of the
substrates. The porous nature of Ln-MOF systems also allows
the substrates to diffuse easily into the MOF frameworks,
whereby the substrates can easily reach the active sites to
enhance the interaction for the improvement of the catalytic
activity.

7.2.3 Catalytic transformation. Some lanthanide-based
MOFs can participate in redox reactions by changing the
oxidation states of the lanthanide centers. For example, Ce4+

can be reduced to Ce3+, facilitating the oxidation reaction of
a substrate. Lanthanide ions can also act as Lewis acids,
enhancing either the acidity of the organic ligands or activating
the substrates through the electron pair acceptor properties of
the lanthanide ions. The Lewis acid–base interaction between
the lanthanide ions and the organic linkers can easily create an
environment that is conducive to various chemical trans-
formations such as hydrolysis, cyclization, and polymerization.

7.2.4 Product formation and release. To realize the effec-
tive utilization of Ln-MOF systems as catalysts, the products
formed in the channels of these systems through catalytic
reactions need to be removed quickly from the framework. In
this regard, the porosity of Ln-MOF systems becomes useful,
given that it ensures that the products formed within the pores
can diffuse out easily, allowing the continuous catalytic opera-
tion of Ln-MOF systems to support the reactions.

In regard to their catalytic activity, the most important Ln-
MOF systems reported in the literature are those possessing
SBUs with coordinatively unsaturated metal centers (UMCs),
arising mainly due to the variable coordination numbers of the
Ln(III) ions. Together with UMCs, the presence of organic linkers
that display Lewis acid characteristics, and thus are adaptable
for easy functionalization using Lewis bases or similar other
functional groups, are also important for Ln-MOF systems to
display catalytic activity.169,170 Given that the coordination
geometry and frameworks of Ln-MOF systems are very tenable
and strong, and because a large number of Ln(III) ions can be
involved in the formation of these materials, Ln-MOF systems
are very capable of displaying promising and superior catalytic
activity.171

Different Ln-MOF systems have been investigated in the
literature for their catalytic properties, exhibiting high thermal
and chemical stability owing to their framework struc-
tures.169,171,172 An important Ln-MOF series in this regard is the
[Ln2(DPA)3(H2O)]$2H2O system, where Ln represents the triva-
lent La, Ce, Pr, Nd, Sm, Eu, Gd, Tb, Dy, Ho, Er, Tm, and Yb ions,
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
while DPA represents the 1,4-phenylene diacetate linker. These
materials were stable up to about 450 °C and displayed
substantial chemical stability towards repeated hydration and
dehydration cycles. Among them, the material having
a Tb2(DPA)3 motif in its structure showed outstanding catalytic
activity, especially for the conversion of benzaldehyde to 1,1-
dimethoxytoluene in the presence of methanol with∼78% yield
in just about 10 h. The other Ln-MOFs in the series showed
comparatively lower efficiency in the same reaction.170 It was
evident from these studies that an efficient Ln-MOF in an iso-
structural series for catalyzing a desired chemical reaction can
be identied by screening the materials involving different
Ln(III) ions.

In the context of the role of variations in the catalytic sites
and/or the changes in the microenvironments around these
sites, the succinate (SC) and sulfate (SO4

−)-based mixed ligand
containing RPF-16 systems (RPF stands for rare earth polymeric
frameworks) having the compositional formula of [Ln2(SC)2(-
SO4)(H2O)2], where Ln = La(III), Pr(III), Nd(III) and Sm(III) ions,
have attracted reasonable interest in the literature.173 These Ln-
MOFmaterials possess both redox and acid centers as the active
sites within their pores, and both the sites can adequately
participate in the catalytic activity for appropriate chemical
reactions. Thus, the RPF-16 systems can catalytically carry out
highly selective hydrogenation of nitro groups in aromatic
molecules. It was revealed that the catalytic action of the RPF-16
materials is initiated at their acid centers and selective hydro-
genation occurs at their redox centers in a subsequent step. The
catalytic acid centers basically promote the heterolytic rupture
of the H2 molecules, forming Ln-hydrides as intermediates,
which then interact with the nitro groups, resulting in their
selective hydrogenation, with a conversion efficiency of close to
100%. The RPF-16 materials were also investigated for the
catalytic oxidation of sulde groups, but this attempt was not
successful. It was revealed that in the RPF-16 materials, the
coordination number for the Ln(III) ions is at the highest
permissible limit of 9, and accordingly the system did not allow
any additional sulde coordination required to catalyze the
oxidation of the sulde groups.173

Three important RPF categories of materials, namely, RPF-
21, RPF-22, and RPF-23 systems, were also reported by D'Vries
et al.174 for their catalytic activities. The compositional formulae
of these systems are [Ln(DSB)(H2O)5], [Ln(DSB)(H2O)3] and
[Ln3(DSB)2(OH)3(H2O)3], respectively, where DSB = 3,5-sulfo-
benzoate linker, Ln = La(III), Pr(III), and Nd(III) ions for the RPF-
21 system, Ln = La(III), Pr(III), Nd(III), Sm(III), and Eu(III) ions for
the RPF-22 system, and Ln = Pr(III), Nd(III), and Eu(III) ions for
the RPF-23 system. All these materials displayed outstanding
thermal stability up to about 460–540 °C and demonstrated
excellent catalytic activity towards the solvent-free cyanosilyla-
tion reaction (CSR) of aldehyde groups. The small differences in
the catalytic activity in the three categories of the RPF systems
were understood to be due to the differences in their Ln(III)
coordination numbers, which were 9 for the RPF-21 series, 8 for
the RPF-22 series and both 8 and 9 for the RPF-23 series. It was
inferred that the CSR reaction apparently proceeded through
the displacement of the labile H2O molecules from the
RSC Sustainability, 2025, 3, 629–660 | 651
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Fig. 16 Schematic of (A) four possible emissive components and (B–
D) three typical scenarios for the construction of dual-emitting
ratiometric fluorescent sensors with Ln-MOF systems. The figure is
redrawn from ref. 46 with permission from Frontiers Media S. A.,
Switzerland.
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coordination spheres (UMC sites) by the aldehyde groups of the
substrates, which effectively initiated the activation of the
aldehyde groups for their cyanosilylation by the presence of
these Ln-MOF catalysts. It was also further realized that the
catalytic activity of the studied series of MOF materials is
determined largely by their network structures, with only
a minute inuence arising from the nature of the Ln(III) ions
present in these systems.174

Similar to the RPF systems, another set of Ln-MOF materials
having the compositional formula of [Ln2(MELL)(H2O)6], where
MELL =mellitic acid, a hexacarboxylate linker, and Ln = La(III),
Eu(III), Tb(III) and Gd(III) ions, was reported by Batista et al.175 for
their catalytic activity towards CSR reactions of the aldehyde
groups. The results showed the substantial catalytic activity of
these materials for the addition of a trimethylsilyl-cyanide
group to the aldehydes, and the reactions occurred with
exceptionally short reaction times together with excellent yields,
especially with the Ln-MOF systems possessing Eu(III) ions.175

Quite recently, two Ln-MOF-589 series of isostructural
materials with the general formula of [La(BIPA-TC)]$H2O, where
Ln = La3+, Ce3+ ions and BIPA-TC is the tetratopic linker, ben-
zoimidephenanthroline tetracarboxylate ligand, were reported
by Tran et al.176 in regard to their catalytic effects on the
oxidation of olens. The structural characterization revealed
that these materials possess [Ln2(–COO)6(–COOH)2(H2O)6]
functional units, which act as a Lewis acid, while the naph-
thalene diimide functional cores of the BIPA-TC linker act as the
electron-attracting units and oxidation centers. The combined
effect of these two functional groups resulted in the promising
catalytic activity of these Ln-MOF materials for the oxidation
reaction of olens. Between the two isostructural Ln-MOF
materials studied, the Ce-MOF-589 material exhibited an
outstanding performance for styrene and cyclohexene oxidation
(efficiency of about 94% and 90%, respectively) together with
very good selectivity towards the formation of styrene oxide
(∼85%) and 2-cyclohexen-1-one (∼95%) in the respective cases.

Ln-MOF based porous materials can also display excellent
photocatalytic activity, provided their active sites can absorb
a sufficient extent of the used light. However, in the case of most
MOF systems, given that their active sites are deep inside bulk
materials, the used light can hardly reach these active sites.
Thus, to realize an efficient photocatalytic effect, the MOF
system has to be designed to be easily dispersed in a solvent to
assist substantial light absorption by its active sites. In this
respect, a dispersible MOP system structurally resembling MOF
systems was developed and investigated for its photocatalytic
activity, which was abbreviated as MOP-Ru-Co, by Shi and co-
workers.177 The developed MOP system contained the
[Ru(bpy)3]

2+ group as the photosensitive units, where bpy stands
for 2,20-bipyridine ligand. This MOP-Ru system can combine
with Co2+ ions easily to form the MOP-Ru-Co system as the
resultant photocatalytic material. The MOP-Ru-Co system could
be dispersed into discrete cages in methanol solvent, greatly
enhancing the light absorption ability of its active sites. This
dispersed MOP-Ru-Co system exhibited better catalytic activity
for the photoreduction of CO2 than analogous MOF systems or
the undispersed MOP-Ru-Co system. This study revealed that
652 | RSC Sustainability, 2025, 3, 629–660
CO2 photoreduction by the dispersed MOP-Ru-Co system
occurred through the absorption of light by the [Ru(bpy)3]

2+

group and the subsequent transfer of the photogenerated
electrons to the Co catalytic site of the MOP-Ru-Co system,
causing the photoreduction of CO2 to occur very efficiently.177
7.3. Applications of lanthanide-based MOF systems in
chemical sensing

Owing to their excellent 3D frameworks, tunability of their
porous networks, and their intriguing luminescence properties,
Ln-MOF materials in general exhibit many advantages
compared to other conventional chemosensory materials.
Luminescence is one of the most important properties of Ln-
MOF systems, which has attracted immense attentions
towards the use of these materials as luminescent-based
sensors for many chemical species. The Ln(III) ions present in
the metal nodes, the entrapped Ln(III) ions, the chromophoric
moieties attached to the linkers, and also the emissive mole-
cules entrapped as the guests can jointly contribute, leading to
the different situations of the luminescence characteristics of
MOF systems, as schematically shown in Fig. 16.46

Given that small organic molecules, metal cations, inorganic
anions, and other chemical species can be adsorbed into and
released from the Ln-MOF pores easily in a reversible manner,
they can inuence the luminescence characteristics of the host
materials, forming the basis for luminescence-based chemical
sensing. Owing to the suitable dimensions of their pores and
the strong host–guest bonding rendered by their functional
sites, Ln-MOF systems show promise to be very effective and
quite selective for luminescence-based sensing
applications.46,154
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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Ln-MOF systems can detect gases such as CO2 and NO2, and
volatile organic compounds, through changes in their lumi-
nescence behavior. Ln-MOFs can also sense various pollutants
or toxic substances in the environment, which can easily alter
their luminescence properties, providing the desired sensing
and detection. Ln-MOFs can also be functionalized suitably for
the specic detection of biological analytes such as proteins or
DNA through luminescence-based sensing. In all these cases,
the sensing process can be interpreted and visualized in terms
of the following important reasons.

7.3.1 Interaction with target analytes. The porous structure
of the Ln-MOF framework allows the analytes to enter and
interact easily with the luminescent entities such as lanthanide
ions and/or organic chromophores present in the Ln-MOF
material. Accordingly, the electronic environment of the lumi-
nescent entities gets altered, leading to changes in the lumi-
nescence properties of the Ln-MOF systems used for sensing.

7.3.2 Changes in luminescence characteristics. The pres-
ence of analytes in Ln-MOF systems can quench their lumi-
nescence either via the direct interaction of the analytes with
the Ln ions or by altering the coordination environment of the
Ln ions. The luminescence of the lanthanide ions in many Ln-
MOF systems is oen sensitized by the chromophoric moieties
present on their organic ligands through the non-radiative
energy transfer (sensitization) process from the excited chro-
mophores.158 In this case, the luminescence quenching of Ln-
MOF systems can occur somewhat indirectly through the
alteration in the energy transfer efficiency by the presence of
analytes in the system. The presence of analytes in Ln-MOF
systems can also cause a shi in their emission spectra,
occurring due to the change in the ligand eld or in the local
environment around the Ln ions. A red shi in their spectra can
occur if the analyte affects their ligand eld strength, which
changes the energy levels of the Ln ions. Also, a blue shi can
occur in their spectra if the analyte inuences the electronic
structure of the ligand bound to the lanthanide centers.
Further, the luminescence lifetimes of the lanthanide ions can
also be changed signicantly when analytes bind with Ln-MOF
systems. Accordingly, time-resolved luminescence measure-
ments can also be used suitably for the sensing of analytes. In
short, a change in the luminescence properties (spectral,
intensity or lifetime) of the lanthanide ions caused by the
specic interactions of the analytes with the Ln-MOF frame-
works is the basic mechanism involved in the sensing and
detection of various analytes when using Ln-MOF-based lumi-
nescent materials.

With respect to metal ion sensing, an Eu(III)-based Ln-MOF
system having the compositional formula of [Eu(PDC)1.5(-
DMF)]$(DMF)0.5(H2O)0.5, where PDC = pyridine-3,5-
dicarboxylate ligand and DMF = N,N-dimethylformamide
solvent, was reported to be very useful.178 The pyridyl moiety
present in this system acts as a Lewis base and coordinates
with the analyte metal ion, forming the corresponding Lewis
adduct, and thereby quenching the luminescence of the Ln-
MOF system. Given that alkali and alkaline earth metal ions
did not coordinate with the pyridyl moieties, they did not
cause any signicant luminescence quenching in this Ln-MOF
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
material. In contrast, transition metal ions including Cu2+,
Mn2+ and Co2+ induced signicant luminescence quenching
in the Ln-MOF system, enabling the very effective sensing of
these transition metal ions.

The Ln-MOF-76 system having the compositional formula of
[Tb(BTC)(H2O)1.5]$(DMF), where BTC represents the 1,3,5-ben-
zenetricarboxylate (BTC) ligand, was also found to be quite
promising for luminescence-based chemical sensing.179,180 This
material possessed rod-like innite length SBUs consisting of
Tb(III) ions having 7-coordinations, six involving the carbonyl
groups of the BTC ligands and the other one involving one water
molecule. The as-formed Ln-MOF-76 system contains square-
shaped 1D channels, having dimensions of about 6.6 Å × 6.6
Å. These materials were investigated for their prospects in
luminescence-based anion sensing applications.180 It was found
that the luminescence intensity of the Ln-MOF material was
enhanced quite substantially by F− ions, demonstrating its
potential in the sensing of this anion in particular together with
different other anions in general.

The Eu(III) based Ln-MOF system [Eu(BTC)(H2O)]$1.5H2O
was found to display quite appreciable luminescence-based
responses towards the sensing of different small organic ana-
lytes.181 Thus, different conventional solvents including 2-
propanol, chloroform, ethanol, 1-propanol, methanol, DMF,
acetone, methanol, tetrahydrofuran, and acetonitrile were seen
to induce signicant modulations in the photoluminescence
intensity of this material, indicating its possible application in
sensing these chemical species. It was realized that the exis-
tence of the open Ln(III) sites were mainly responsible for the
observed luminescence behavior of this material. As the analy-
tes entered the pores of this system, the luminescence charac-
teristics of the host material were altered, leading to the sensing
of the particular analytes. Although the mechanistic details of
the concerned processes were not understood very clearly, the
results undoubtedly indicated that this material has enormous
potential for uses in many luminescent-based sensor
applications.

The isostructural Ln-MOF systems CUST-623, CUST-624,
CUST-625, CUST-626, and CUST-627, having the composi-
tional formula of [Ln(BDPO)(H2O)4], where BDPO is the N,N0

bis(3,5-dicarboxyphenyl)-oxalamide ligand and Ln stands for
Eu(III), Tb(III), Gd(III), Dy(III) and Sm(III) ions, respectively, for the
ve respective systems, were reported by Wang et al.182 in regard
to their luminescence-based sensing applications. All these
materials showed excellent temperature-dependent changes in
their luminescence intensity, demonstrating their high-
performance temperature sensing application with sensitivity
of about 3.7% K−1, in the temperature range of 303–423 K.
Further, the CUST-623 and CUST-624 materials showed pros-
pects for uses as multi-response luminescent sensors for the
detection of Fe3+, Cr2O7

2−, CrO4
2− and TNP as analytes.183 Very

recently, a series of Ln-TM-MOF materials, designated as MIL-
125(Ti–Ln) systems, where Ln = Eu(III) or Tb(III) ions and the
linker molecules were the typical bidentate carboxylate ligands,
was also reported to exhibit highly selective uorescence
quenching in response to Cu(II) and Fe(III) ions.183
RSC Sustainability, 2025, 3, 629–660 | 653
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Regarding the use of MOF materials in sensing applications,
the challenge is the accommodation of the target analytes
within the pores of these materials. In this case, a novel
molecular imprinting strategy was adopted by Shi and co-
workers184 to introduce target-specic recognition sites into
a tailormade multicomponent Ln-MOF system, NKU-66-
EuGdTb-P, having the compositional formula of {[Eu0.0067-
Gd0.992Tb0.0013(FDA)0.5(BETC)0.5(H2O)2]}n, where FDA and BETC
represent the 2,5-furandicarboxylate and 1,2,4,5-benzenete-
tracarboxylate linkers, respectively. The initially obtained NKU-
66-EuGdTb systems contained entrapped DMF molecules in
their pores, which on removal by methanol exchange, resulted
in the NKU-66-EuGdTb-P system, possessing a template for
bioanalytes such as methylglyoxal (MGO), a reactive carbonyl
molecule having implication inmetabolic activity. This material
displayed a strong interaction with MGO, making it useful for
the sensing and detection of this bio-analyte. It was revealed
that at lower MGO concentrations of below ∼15 mM L−1, the
entrapped MGO caused dynamic quenching of the Ln-MOF
luminescence, showing a systematic reduction in its emission
lifetime, which is useful for the selective trace-level detection of
MGO. Alternatively, at a higher concentration of MGO, the large
amount of entrapped MGO caused a signicant extent of static
quenching in the luminescence of the Ln-MOF, enabling the
detection of a higher concentration of the MGO analyte. This
work established a new molecular imprinting strategy for
obtaining advanced Ln-MOF materials useful for the trace-level
sensing and detection of bio-analytes.

In luminescence-based sensing applications, Ln-MOF
systems possessing multiple emission centers are considered
to be emerging materials that can enable the ratiometric
sensing of analytes with high sensitivity and high selectivity. In
these materials, the energy transfer between the existing light-
absorbing groups and multiple emission centers can be
utilized judicially to design very effective ratiometric sensors for
analyte detection. The functionalization of suitable MOFs with
multiple lanthanide centers, organic chromophores, carbon
dots, or other suitable emissive groups can enable the devel-
opment of multiple emission center-based Ln-MOF systems.
According to this perspective, the various synthesis strategies
and ratiometric sensing-based applications of different Ln-MOF
systems were summarized and discussed by Cheng and co-
workers185 in their recent review article. A few of the important
Ln-MOF systems that should be mentioned in the present
contexts are the {[Eu2(L)3(H2O)2(DMF)2]$16H2O}n system used
for humidity sensing, {[Cd1.5(EDDA)]$(H3O)$3(H2O)}n system
used for pH sensing, Eu0.47Tb0.53-CTP-COOH system used for
Fe3+ and volatile organic compound (VOC) sensing, Eu2(5-
bop)3(H2O)2 system for F− sensing, and MIL-125(Ti)-NH2-Eu
system for PO4

− sensing. In general, luminescent Ln-MOF and
Ln-TM-MOF systems have been found to be very important
porous solid materials for various types of emission-based
sensing applications.186

Quite recently, ve different structurally similar Ln-MOF
systems having the compositional formulae of {[Pr10L6(OH)3-
Cl(H2O)6]$4C2H8N}n, {[Nd10L6(OH)4(H2O)9]$4C2H8N}n, {[Gd10-
L6(OH)4(H2O)3]$4C2H8N}n,{[Ho10L6(OH)4(H2O)3]$4C2H8N}n and
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
{[Er10L6(OH)4(H2O)6]$4C2H8N}n were reported by Chai et al.187 in
regard to their sensing applications, though in these cases their
responses were based on their electrochemical sensing. All ve
Ln-MOF systems were crystallized with the trigonal R3 space
group, as established from their single-crystal X-ray analysis.
These materials possessed 3Dmesoporous structures, featuring
the coexistence of binuclear and tetranuclear species as the
inorganic building units. The studied materials were found to
very useful for the electrochemical detection of trinitrophenol,
a strongly explosive chemical, with excellent sensitivity.187

In the literature, various kinds of applications of lanthanide-
based Ln-MOF systems have been reported. However, a full
account of all these applications is beyond the scope of the
present article. Thus, we restricted our discussion to a limited
number of important applications of Ln-MOF systems, focusing
on the type of sensing mechanisms involved in their different
applications. For a quick reference, some more examples on the
applications of Ln-MOF materials are listed in Table 1 together
with the properties of these Ln-MOF systems that are directly
involved in their sensing responses.

8. Summary and future perspectives

In this review article we attempted to provide a brief overview of
the basic perceptions, preparation procedures, properties, and
applications of lanthanide-based MOF systems (Ln-MOFs).
Although the design and control of conventional MOF
systems involving transition metal (TM) ions are relatively easy
and well-documented in the literature, the corresponding
design and control of lanthanide-based metal–organic frame-
works are quite challenging, mainly due to the quite unspecic
coordination, larger coordination number, and multidimen-
sional coordination properties of the lanthanide ions. Although
Ln-MOF systems have great potential in diverse applications
due to their intriguing reticular frameworks, large stability of
their network structures, high porosity, promising lumines-
cence characteristics, intriguing magnetic properties, etc., these
systems, need further exploration to reveal their advanced
applications in different areas. The studies carried out thus far
have demonstrated that Ln-MOFmaterials can function as ideal
templates for gas capture and storage, sorption and separation
of analytes, catalyzing various chemical reactions,
luminescence-based sensing of analytes, inventing magnetic
property-based devices, and various other applications. The
introduction of appropriate functional groups in Ln-MOF
systems, and thus modifying the chemical nature of the inner
walls of their pores, and also their pore sizes through either pre-
or post-synthetic strategies, makes it possible to increase their
selectivity and sorption capacity for sensing various analytes
such as different inorganic ions, gaseous species, and different
organic molecules. Although signicant progress has been
made in the application of Ln-MOF materials for gas capture/
storage and analyte sorption/separation, there are still many
unsolved issues and challenges in exploring the versatility of
their practical uses. A few challenges are as follows: (i) Ln-MOF
systems perform suitably in a narrow range of pH in aqueous
solution; however, they generally do not display the desired
RSC Sustainability, 2025, 3, 629–660 | 655
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stability either in acidic or in alkaline pH conditions, which is
based on the characteristics of the materials used. Considering
this, extensive research is still warranted for the development of
suitable Ln-MOF materials that are stable at least under
moderate acidic conditions, particularly if the MOF materials
are intended to use for the treatment of nuclear waste. (ii) The
sorption mechanisms and the relationships between the
structures of Ln-MOF systems and their performances towards
different sorption-related applications are yet to be understood
clearly. Therefore, sufficient attention is needed in under-
standing these mechanistic details to explore their wider
applications, especially to develop Ln-MOF-based methodolo-
gies for harsh conditions, such as the those relevant to the
separation of radioactive metal ions. (iii) The cost-effective,
large-scale and eco-friendly preparation of Ln-MOF materials
is still to be realized satisfactorily, and thus many more studies
are necessary to achieve the goal in the aforementioned aspects.
This is especially important for the successful deployment of
these materials in commercial and industrial applications. (iv)
The adequate management of MOF materials aer their useful
life is also an important area of research, which is apparently
missing in the current research trends. Overall, it is quite
understandable that dedicated efforts are needed to design
ecofriendly and commercially viable methods for the synthesis,
utilization, recycling and disposal of various MOF materials to
write the success story for these fascinating porous 3D network
materials. Evidently, intense basic and applied research is
necessary to fully utilize the potential of these materials, and
thus efforts should continue to build on their existing applica-
tions in the literature.
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P. Couvreur, G. Férey, R. E. Morris and C. Serre, Chem.
Rev., 2011, 112, 1232–1268.

162 K. Tang, R. Yun, Z. Lu, L. Du, M. Zhang, Q. Wang and
H. Liu, Cryst. Growth Des., 2013, 13, 1382–1385.
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