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Modular synthesis of triazoles from
2-azidoacrylamides having a nucleophilic amino
group†

Hinano Takemura,a Gaku Orimoto,b Akihiro Kobayashi,a,b Takamitsu Hosoya a and
Suguru Yoshida *b

Assembling methods using 2-azidoacrylamides having a nucleophilic amino group are disclosed.

Divergent transformations of the amine-type trivalent platform were accomplished with a wide variety of

electrophiles to obtain a broad range of 2-azidoacrylamides involving a fluorosulfonyl group-containing

trivalent platform. Consecutive click conjugations including triazole formation, thiol–ene-type 1,4-

addition, and SuFEx reactions realized the efficient assembly of easily available simple modules.

Introduction

Facile methods to assemble simple modules onto platform
molecules having a number of functional groups for click chem-
istry are of great significance for the preparation of multifunc-
tional compounds in broad research fields such as pharma-
ceutical science and chemical biology.1–4 Since click reactions
have been in the construction of a vast chemical library and in
the synthesis of chemical probes bearing reporter groups,
various trivalent platform molecules for consecutive click reac-
tions have been developed so far and an efficient consecutive
click assembly using compact platforms is awaited (Fig. 1A).5,6

We recently succeeded in the synthesis of 2-azidoacryla-
mides 1 bearing an alkyne or a tertiary azido moiety as
compact trivalent platforms (Fig. 1B).6d While 1,4-adducts were
not obtained when nucleophiles including thiols and amines
were treated with 2-azidoacrylamides 1, 1,4-addition of nucleo-
philes proceeded efficiently using 2-(1,2,3-triazol-1-yl)acryl-
amides 2 synthesized from azides 1 by the copper-catalyzed
azide–alkyne cycloaddition (CuAAC) reaction with alkynes,
clearly showing increased electrophilicity by triazole for-
mation. We herein designed a compact 2-azidoacrylamide plat-
form 5 possessing a sulfonyl fluoride moiety for the sulfur(VI)
fluoride exchange (SuFEx) reaction, which is an emerging click

reaction7,8 (Fig. 1C). To achieve the synthesis of trivalent plat-
form 5, we conceived a challenging and efficient synthetic
route by hydroamination of ethenesulfonyl fluoride (4)9 with
biphilic 2-azidoacrylamides 3 having an electrophilic exo-
methylene moiety and a nucleophilic free-amino group, paying
attention to the inferior electrophilicity of 2-azidoacrylamides
1 compared to that of triazole-substituted acrylamides 2. Since
diverse transformations using a free amino group have been
established so far, we also expected that amine-type platform 3
can serve as a useful platform to assemble simple modules.

Fig. 1 (A) Trivalent platform molecules. (B) Previous study. (C) This
work.
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Results and discussion
Synthesis of 2-azidoacrylamides having free amino groups

First, we succeeded in the synthesis of 2-azidoacrylamide 3a
having a free secondary amino group (Fig. 2A). Treatment of
2-acrylamide 6a with trifluoroacetic acid in dichloromethane
efficiently provided amine 3a after aqueous workup under
basic conditions. Although gradual decomposition of amine
3a was observed at room temperature under argon, we fortu-
nately isolated 3a with good purity after the aqueous workup
without further purification.10

A wide range of amines 3b–3e bearing 2-azidoacrylamide
moieties were prepared from 2-azidoacrylic acid (7) and
amines having tert-butoxycarbonyl (Boc) amide moieties in
good yields (Fig. 2B). For example, tertiary amide 3b posses-
sing a primary amino group was synthesized through conden-
sation with 4-(tert-butoxycarbonylamino)piperizine using
PyBOP11 followed by the treatment with trifluoroacetic acid in
high yield. The synthesis of secondary amides 3c and 3d
having a primary amino group was achieved. We found that
gradual decomposition of primary amine 3d occurred at room
temperature under argon,12 showing similar stability to sec-
ondary amine 3a. Also, acrylanilide 3e was synthesized via the
condensation between 2-azidoacrylic acid (7) and 4-(tert-butox-
ycarbonylamino)aniline in moderate yield.

Transformations of 2-azidoacrylamides having free amino
groups

Transformations of amine 3a with various electrophiles
enabled us to synthesize a broad range of 2-azidoacrylamides

9a–9i in moderate to good yields (Fig. 3). We accomplished the
acetylation of amine 3a with acetic anhydride to provide amide
9a in good yield. Synthesis of amide 9b was achieved by the
condensation between amine 3a and carboxylic acid 8b using
PyBOP without damaging the 2-azidoacrylic amide moiety.
Carbamate 9c was successfully prepared from amine 3a and
isocyanate 8c under basic conditions. We also succeeded in
the guanidination of amine 3a with 1-amidinopyrazole hydro-
chloride (8d) yielding guanidine 9d quantitatively.
Sulfonamide 9e was also prepared from amine 3a using sulfo-
nyl chloride 8e. Triazination of amine 3a with cyanuric chlor-
ide (8f ) proceeded smoothly to provide triazine 9f in moderate
yield. Also, we synthesized amine 9g by the reductive amin-
ation of amine 3a with aldehyde 8g using sodium triacetoxy-
borohydride as a reductant leaving the electrophilic 2-azi-
doacrylic amide moiety untouched. Arylation of amine 3a with
benzyne generated in situ from o-silylphenyl triflate 8h keeping

Fig. 2 Synthesis of amines 3. (A) Deprotection of the Boc moiety of 6a.
(B) Synthesis of various amines 3 from 2-azidoacrylic acid (7). PyBOP =
(benzotriazol-1-yloxy)(trispyrrolidino)phosphonium hexafluoropho-
sphate. See the ESI† for details.

Fig. 3 Synthesis of various 2-azidoacrylamides 9. See the ESI† for
details.
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the azido group unreacted, although azides generally react
with benzyne to afford benzotriazoles.13 Furthermore, we rea-
lized the 1,4-addition of amine 3a with 2-(triazolyl)acrylamide
8i, which was prepared from 1-(2-azidoacryl)-4-(tert-butoxycar-
bonyl)piperazine (6a) and 4-tolylacetylene by the CuAAC reac-
tion14 in our previous study.6d This result clearly showed that a
wide variety of 2-azidoacrylamides can be prepared by sequen-
tial transformations using 2-azidoacrylamide-type platforms
and alkynes in a modular synthetic manner.

Subsequent transformations of 2-azidoacrylamides 9 led to
the efficient assembly of simple modules (Fig. 4). The CuAAC
reaction of azide 9g with alkyne 10a efficiently took place
affording 1,2,3-triazole 11 in a quantitative yield. We then
achieved the synthesis of amine 13 by the 1,4-addition of 2-
(triazolyl)acrylamide 11 with n-butylamine (12) in high yield.
These results indicated that diverse 2-(triazolyl)acrylamides
can be synthesized from 2-azidoacrylamide 3a, electrophiles,
alkynes, and nucleophiles in three steps.

Synthesis of 2-azidoacrylamides having sulfonyl fluoride moieties

The conjugate addition of amines with ethenesulfonyl fluoride
(4) realized the preparation of novel trivalent platforms having
an azido, an alkene, and a sulfonyl fluoride group (Fig. 5).
Treatment of amine 3a with 4 in the presence of triethylamine
provided trivalent platform 5a in an excellent yield leaving
three clickable functional groups intact (Fig. 5A). We also
accomplished the synthesis of dialkylated amine 5b from
primary amine 3d with 4 in moderate yield (Fig. 5B). These

results suggested that amine-type trivalent platforms will help
in the synthesis of a wide variety of clickable platform mole-
cules with electrophiles bearing functional groups for the click
chemistry despite the poor stability of amines 3.

We succeeded in the synthesis of various 2-azidoacryla-
mides by the SuFEx reactions of sulfonyl fluoride 5a (Fig. 6).7,8

For example, sulfonyl fluoride 5a efficiently reacted with
phenol (14a) under basic conditions to furnish phenyl sulfo-
nate 15a quantitatively without reacting with the 2-azidoacryla-
mide moiety. Treatment of sulfonyl fluoride 5a with cesium
carbonate in 2-propanol (14b) afforded isopropyl sulfonate 15b
in high yield. We also achieved the synthesis of phenyl sulfo-
nate 15a by the reaction of silyl ether 16 in the presence of 1,8-
diazabicyclo[5.4.0]undec-7-ene (DBU) keeping the electrophilic
2-azidoacrylamide moiety unreacted. Unfortunately, synthesiz-
ing sulfonyl amide 15c from sulfonyl fluoride 5a and amine
12b resulted in failure probably due to undesired side reac-
tions such as 1,4-addition.

Sequential conjugation using trivalent platform 5a

Sequential conjugation of trivalent platform 5a was achieved
with alkyne 10a and amine 12a to provide 3-amino-2-triazolyl
amide 18 having the sulfonyl fluoride moiety (Fig. 7). Indeed,

Fig. 4 Synthesis of 2-(triazolyl)amide 13. TBTA = tris((1-benzyl-4-tria-
zolyl)methyl)amine. See the ESI† for details.

Fig. 5 Synthesis of sulfonyl fluorides 5. (A) Synthesis of 5a. (B) Synthesis
of 5b.

Fig. 6 SuFEx reactions of 5a. See the ESI† for details.

Fig. 7 Modular synthesis of 18.
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triazole formation of azide 5a with alkyne 10a catalyzed by tet-
rakis(acetonitrile)copper and TBTA occurred smoothly to yield
17 in an excellent yield. Then, we successfully prepared amine
18 by efficient conjugate addition using n-butylamine (12a) at
room temperature without damaging the amine-susceptive
fluorosulfonyl group. These results clearly showed that the
2-azidoacrylamide moiety can react with alkynes and nucleo-
philes prior to the SuFEx reaction.

The successful synthesis of 2-triazolylamide 21 by three
component assembly indicated the good diversifiable reactivity
of trivalent platform 5a (Fig. 8). The CuAAC reaction of phenyl
sulfonate 15a followed by the thiol–ene reaction15 with 20 pro-
moted by a base took place efficiently to provide 2-triazolyla-
mide 21 in high yield (Fig. 8A). Moreover, the three component
assembly onto platform 5a with phenol (14a), alkyne 10a, and

thiol 20 was achieved by the consecutive click reactions in a
one-pot fashion (Fig. 8B).

Synthesis of bis(triazole) 24

To showcase the divergent potential of platforms 3 and 5, we
then examined a synthesis of diamide 24 from simple
modules (Fig. 9). First, the treatment of amine-type platform
3a with 2-(triazolyl)acrylamide 19 synthesized from trivalent
platform 5a, silyl ether 16, and alkyne 10a provided diamide
22 in good yield. Second, CuAAC reaction of diamide 22 pro-
ceeded smoothly without damaging amino, triazolyl, and phe-
noxysulfonyl groups. Third, amine 24 was synthesized efficien-
tly as a mixture of diastereomers by the conjugate addition of
n-butylamine (12a) with 2-(triazolyl)acrylamide 23. The good
reactivity of 2-(triazolyl)acrylamide 23 as a Michael acceptor
will allow us to repeat the conjugation using amine-type plat-
forms 3 to synthesize multi(triazole)s in an iterative manner.
Diamide 24 was prepared from trivalent platforms 3a and 5a,
alkynes 10a and 10b, amine 12a, and silyl ether 16 in 5 steps.
Since alkynes, phenols, silyl ethers, and nucleophiles for 1,4-
addition are easily available, the efficient modular synthetic
method will be used for synthesizing diverse multi(triazole)s
in an iterative manner from simple modules.

Conclusions

In summary, we synthesized novel trivalent platforms 5 having
azido, alkene, and fluorosulfonyl groups through 2-azidoacry-
lamides having a free amino group. A wide variety of triazoles
were synthesized from trivalent platforms 5 and simple
modules by click reactions. Since diverse multi(triazole)s can
be prepared in a modular synthetic manner, the combinatorial
chemistry using trivalent platforms will be used in construct-
ing a vast chemical library of mid-sized multi(triazole)s.
Further studies on the transformations of trivalent platforms 3
and 5 involving the scope and limitations are ongoing in our
laboratory.
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Fig. 9 Modular synthesis of multi(triazole) 24.
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