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The Royal Society of Chemistry, with the agreement of the named authors, hereby wholly retracts this Chemical Science article due
to concerns with the interpretation of the data and the mechanistic conclusions. After publication, concerns were raised regarding
the mechanistic considerations, taking into account the previously reported details of benzil derivatives in the literature.

An assessment by a member of the journal advisory board concurred with the assessment and felt that the conclusions of the
work were not sufficiently supported by the experimental results.

Given the significance of these concerns, and to allow time to complete further experiments and data analysis to investigate the
mechanism, the authors have requested to retract the article. Jinming Song, Fengling Zhang, Zhenyi He, Lei Zhou, Jingyu Cao, Tao
Li and Xiang Ma have agreed to the retraction.

Signed: Jinming Song, Fengling Zhang, Zhenyi He, Lei Zhou, Jingyu Cao, Tao Li and Xiang Ma, 17th February 2026.
Retraction endorsed by Rebecca Campbell, Executive Editor, Chemical Science.
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