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Maximizing sunlight absorption in narrow
bandgap semiconducting copper(I) iodides for
enhanced photocatalytic dye degradation

Gia M. Carignan, a Simon J. Teat, b Xiuze Hei,c Srinivas Chakravartula,a

Gene Hall,a Le Hong Nguyena and Jing Li *ad

Photocatalytic dye degradation leverages sunlight to break down dyes and pigments into safer, simpler

molecules. Using a material that can absorb a broad range of the solar spectrum optimizes the speed

and efficiency of this process. In this study, we explore a series of new, narrow bandgap copper iodide

semiconductors (1.5–1.7 eV) with various dimensionalities (0D to 3D) to evaluate their photocatalytic effi-

ciency in dye degradation. The most effective material achieved 95% degradation within just 27 minutes.

Mass spectrometry provided a detailed insight and in-depth understanding into the degradation

mechanism. All materials demonstrated excellent stability under ambient conditions, highlighting their

promise as eco-friendly candidates for dye degradation in water purification.

Introduction

Organic dyes are widely used in the production of various
commercial goods and, as a result, are frequently present in
industrial wastewater. These dyes pose environmental concerns
due to their toxicity and their ability to obstruct sunlight penetra-
tion, hindering photosynthetic organisms in aquatic systems.1

Therefore, there is an urgency to develop photocatalysts that can
break down these dyes in a sustainable and safe way. However,
many organic dyes are both highly water-soluble and resistant to
degradation by heat or oxidants, presenting a significant chal-
lenge. Traditional approaches, such as chemical and biological
oxidation or adsorption, aim to completely remove these com-
pounds from water.2,3 However, in addition to being time con-
suming, these methods can be costly.4 Photocatalytic degradation,
on the other hand, offers a promising alternative by harnessing
sunlight and utilizing a low-cost, eco-friendly photocatalyst to
break down dyes into harmless byproducts.5

Copper(I) halide hybrid semiconductors have been
intensively researched for the past few decades due to their
impressive luminescence efficiency,6–8 performance in a variety
of applications,9,10 and the interesting photophysical and

structural characteristics that arise from their extremely diverse
nature.11–13 Copper(I) iodide (CuI) hybrid materials have also
been shown as effective and efficient catalysts due to their
transition metal centers,14 while remaining cost-effective and
eco-friendly in contrast to their noble metal counterparts (Pt(II),
Au(III) and Ag(I)).15–17 More specifically, CuI hybrids have also
been used as photocatalysts for the degradation of common
dyes such as methylene blue (MB) and rhodamine B.4,18,19

However, their performance needs to be improved due to
various issues such as extended degradation times and poor
recyclability.20,21

Other, well established, photocatalysts such as TiO2, CdS,
AgI, CuS, etc. can, in some cases, degrade MB to the same extent
as the present work.22 However, these all-inorganic materials
suffer in their practicality as they require high sintering tem-
peratures for synthesis, utilize toxic, expensive or heavy metals,
or need co-catalysts and/or modifications to achieve promising
photocatalytic behavior.23 When considering large scale pro-
duction at the industrial level, CuI hybrids display significant
advantages over other all-inorganic alternatives. Specifically, for
example, TiO2 requires calcination temperatures of over 600 1C
for synthesis.24 CdS and AgI contain elements that are hazar-
dous and highly regulated. When considering all cost effects,
CuI hybrid materials offer a less expensive option to other
photocatalysts as their synthesis methods is more energy
efficient and their reagents are readily available and inexpen-
sive. Therefore, CuI hybrids are economically competitive for
large-scale production.

Copper(I) hybrids can be grouped into three main classes:
type-I, type-II and type-III, or all-in-one (AIO). Type-I refers to
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structures composed of CuI inorganic modules and organic
ligands via coordinate bonds between Cu and N, or S. Type-II
structures differ as their inorganic units are anionic, forming
only ionic bonds with organic cations. Type-III (AIO-type)
structures incorporate both coordinate and ionic bonds
between the inorganic and organic units, therefore combining
the structural features of type-I and type-II. They have been
designed to realize the beneficial properties of both type-I and
-II within one structure. These properties include a variety of
emission colors, impressive photoluminescence quantum effi-
ciency (PLQY), high thermal stability, robustness toward ambi-
ent conditions or water and high solubility for solution
processability.8,25,26

The CuI inorganic modules and overall hybrid structures
can vary in dimensionality, from 0D to 3D, and their photo-
catalytic performance may vary based on this since the amount
of Cu can affect photocatalytic activity. Furthermore, since the
degradation of dyes is sunlight driven, the ideal photocatalyst
candidates will have narrow bandgaps, to maximize the absorption
of the solar spectrum. With potential applications in photovoltaics,
photocatalysis, and photodetection, this series of materials was
intentionally designed to have narrow bandgaps. The tuning of
bandgaps in CuI hybrids that undergo metal to ligand charge
transfer (MLCT) process has been investigated in depth.25,27–29

Guided by this designing principle, we have synthesized and
structurally characterized a series of narrow bandgap AIO-type
CuI hybrids, namely, 3D-Cu8I12(pnbpz)2 (pnbpz = 1,10-(pentane-1,5-
diyl)bis(pyrazin-1-ium)) (1), 0D-Cu3I5(pbpz)(MeCN) (pbpz = 1,10-
(propane-1,3-diyl)bis(pyrazin-1-ium)) (2), 0D-Cu3I5(bbpz)(MeCN)
(bbpz = 1,10-(butane-1,3-diyl)bis(pyrazin-1-ium)) (3) and 1D-Cu8I12-
(ophpz)2 (ophpz = 1,10-(1,2-phenylenebis(methylene))bis(pyrazin-1-
ium)) (4), and tested their application as photocatalysts in the
degradation of MB. Our results show that all four compounds are
narrow bandgap semiconductors exhibiting efficient and fast
photodegradation performance, impressive recyclability and water
stability.

Results and discussion
Structural design and description

To maximize sunlight absorption, narrow bandgaps semicon-
ductors are the most desirable candidate for photocatalyst
materials. To ensure this, cationic pyrazine-based ligands were
used in the synthesis due to their low-lying lowest unoccupied
molecular orbital (LUMO) energy levels. As demonstrated in
previous studies, theoretically calculating the LUMO energy of a
ligand or cation can aid in the process of designing hybrid
materials with targeted bandgaps.30 Table S1 presents the
relationship between LUMO energies of the ligands and band-
gaps of the corresponding CuI hybrid compounds. The general
molecular structures of these ligands are shown in Fig. 1a.
Their synthesis protocols have not been reported previously.
Their 1H-NMR data can be found in Fig. S1. To obtain high
quality single crystals suitable for single crystal X-ray diffraction
(SCXRD), the layer diffusion method and the antisolvent

assisted crystallization method were used13,31 (Fig. S2). The
crystal structures of compounds 1–4 are depicted in Fig. 1b–d
and Fig. S2a–d. Direct coordination between cationic ligands at
the nitrogen site and anionic CuI at Cu atoms produce a series
of overall neutrally charged AIO-type materials.

The crystal structure of compound 1 can be described as
anionic 2D-Cu8I12

4� layers connected by cationic (pnbpz)2+ ligands
to create an overall 3D structure (Fig. 1b and c). Furthermore, each
ligand that connects two layers also interpenetrates through a
third layer as depicted in Fig. 1d. To our knowledge, a 3D AIO-type
structure of this type has never been reported before. This may be
due to the structure-directing effect that arises from utilizing a
flexible and long ligand with two coordinated N sites. Compounds
2 and 3 share the same Cu3I5 molecular modules, but ligands
interact differently in each structure. Two open Cu sites are
available for bonding with organic ligands in these cluster motifs.
In compound 2, one such site bonds to one ligand and the other,
to an acetonitrile molecule (Fig. S2b). Note that only one N site on
the pbpz ligand forms a bond with Cu, which could be due to the
short alkyl chain creating steric hindrance, preventing the binding
of second N. In Compound 3, on the other hand, two Cu3I5

clusters each bind to one side of the two ligands via N atoms,
creating a dimeric ring structure (Cu3I5)2 (Fig. S2c). Compound 4
has a completely different structure, where large 0D-Cu8I12

4�

clusters are connected by ophpz ligands to form an overall 1D
structure (Fig. S2d).

All Cu atoms in compounds 1–4 are tetrahedrally coordi-
nated, while I atoms range from one to three coordination, as
commonly observed in AIO-type structures.10,32,33 They crystal-
lize in space groups P21/c, Pbca, P21/c and C2/c, respectively.
More detailed crystallographic information can be found in
Table S2, including the closest Cu���Cu and Cu���N distances
which are similar to those of other reported AIO-type hybrid
materials.9,12,32 To confirm phase purity, powder X-ray
diffraction (PXRD) patterns were collected on all samples and
compared to simulated patterns generated from SCXRD data
(Fig. S3a).

Fig. 1 (a) Structural depiction of pyrazine-based ligands. Crystal structure
of 1; (b) view of one Cu8I12 layer. (c) View down the b-axis of the Cu8I12

layer and coordinated ligands. Color scheme: cyan: Cu; magenta: I; gray:
C; blue: N. (d) Cartoon drawing of compound 1’s interpenetrating struc-
ture. Cyan and magenta lines represent CuI sheets; blue curved lines
represent coordinated ligands.
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Photophysical and stability characterization

The photophysical properties of all title compounds were
investigated using near-infrared (NIR) photoluminescence
(PL) spectroscopy and diffuse reflectance spectroscopy. The
quantitative details are outlined in Table 1. All compounds
were excited at a wavelength of 440 nm and display emission in
the NIR region of the electromagnetic spectrum. These obser-
vations are consistent with their narrow band gaps and dark
black color. Their emission profiles are broad, which is com-
monly seen in NIR emitters.34,35 They are also mostly asym-
metric, arising from differences in vibronic level distributions
between ground and excited states, which is a well-known
phenomenon of the Franck–Codon principle36,37 (Fig. 2a and
Fig. S3b). Excitation-dependent PL spectra were also collected
for each sample where the excitation wavelength ranged from
360–460 nm. In all cases, the maxima of emission energies
remained unchanged, only the PL intensity (Fig. 2b and
Fig. S4a–c). This is indicative that their emissions originate
from a single excitation process. The bandgaps of the title
compounds range between 1.3 to 1.6 eV and are in trend with
their maxima of emission energies (Table 1 and Fig. 2c inset).

To further investigate their excitation process and mecha-
nism, density functional theory (DFT) was employed to calcu-
late the density of states (DOS) of compounds 1–4. For all
compounds, the valence band maximum (VBM) is mostly made
up of the 3d and 5p atomic orbitals of Cu and I, respectively.
The conduction band minimum (CBM) is composed primarily
of the LUMO energy of ligands (N and C 2p atomic orbitals),
which points towards metal/halide-to-ligand charge transfer
[(M + X)LCT], a very common excitation process in AIO-type

materials and is well studied.38–41 This clearly shows why
ligands with low-lying LUMO energy levels give rise to narrow
bandgap hybrids (Table S1 and Fig. S5).

Finally, to test the materials’ stability before subjecting them
to dye degradation experiments, compound 1 was placed in
water at room temperature for a period of 2 months. PXRD
patterns before and after water exposure were essentially the
same, demonstrating the robustness of these materials in water
and their viability as a photocatalyst in wastewater treatment
(Fig. S6b). Finally, thermal stability was also measured through
thermogravimetric (TG) analysis (Fig. S6a). All compounds
remain stable up to 100 1C.

Photocatalytic performance and mechanism

CuI hybrid materials have been utilized as photocatalysts
for dye degradation, and it is known that due to their semi-
conducting nature, they indeed can phototactically degrade
common dyes such as MB, among others.42–44 However, as
the wastewater containing these dyes persists in the environ-
ment and poses a harmful issue to people and ecosystems,
materials with faster and more efficient degradation capabil-
ities are needed. Since sun irradiation is the main energy
source for photocatalytic degradation, narrow bandgap materi-
als are chosen to maximize sunlight absorption (Fig. 2c).

Photocatalytic degradation was tested for all compounds,
with compound 1 giving the best performance. The photocata-
lytic behavior of compound 1 is shown in Fig. 3a, where B95%
of the characteristic MB absorption peak at 664 nm is degraded
after just 27 minutes. The other compounds (2–4) also show
effective degradation of MB, reaching 73% to 98% in time
spans of 30 to 60 minutes. These results clearly demonstrate
the advantage of utilizing narrow bandgap hybrids to break
down MB. Importantly, all three components are necessary for
efficient photodegradation: compound 1, H2O2, and sunlight as
highlighted in control trials (Fig. 3b, c and Fig. S10). Interest-
ingly, compound 4, which has the lowest bandgap of 1.37 eV,
can degrade MB by the highest percentage, reaching up to
98.6% (Fig. S7c), significantly higher than compounds 2 and 3
which are 73.4% and 84.1%, respectively (Fig. S7a and b).

Table 1 Important properties of compounds 1–4

Compound Eg (eV) lem (nm)
FWHM
(nm) Td

a (1C)
Solubilityb

(mg mL�1)

1 1.57 940 270 150 60
2 1.54 1000 260 100 120
3 1.47 970 320 100 80
4 1.37 1100 260 120 80

a Decomposition temperature. b Tested in DMSO at room temperature.

Fig. 2 (a) Excitation and emission spectra of compound 1. (b) Excitation dependent PL spectra of compound 1. (c) Optical absorption spectrum of
compound 1 overlayed with the sunlight spectrum. Inset shows Tauc plot and estimated bandgap.
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However, compound 4 takes almost double the amount of time
to reach its degradation maximum. From the present work, it
seems that higher dimensional structures (3D) with larger CuI
ratios, and therefore more metal sites, such as compound 1,
may perform best in terms of photocatalytic efficiency and
avoid certain trade-offs. With this hypothesis in mind, a
reported 1D-AIO hybrid, 1D-Cu4I6(btmmp)2,45 with band gap
of 2.5 eV was also tested with the same experimental conditions
(Fig. S9). After 30 minutes, MB was only degraded by a small
amount. After 1 day, the maximum degradation was about 34%,
further providing evidence that among AIO materials, higher
dimensionality and lower band gap may enhance photocataly-
tic performance.

Recyclability was also investigated for compound 1 through
repeated trials and PXRD. Since these hybrids are water-stable
and the degradation process is not destructive, each sample can
be used multiple times. This is especially important for prac-
tical applications in large wastewater volumes. The same 5 mg
sample of compound 1 was recycled for five trials. After each 27-
minute period, the absorption of MB solution was taken, as well
as the PXRD of filtered compound 1 to check for any crystal-
linity loss. After five trials, degradation decreased by only 5%
and all major peaks in the PXRD remained intact with similar
intensity (Fig. 4a, b and Fig. S8a–e). This confirms the struc-
tural integrity and robustness of CuI hybrids.

To fully understand the mechanism of photocatalysis of the
title compounds, known radical scavengers, along with com-
pound 1 and H2O2, were added to a separate round of trials to
test how they affect the degree of degradation. Absorption
spectra were taken before and after one hour in these trials.
Scavengers included benzoquinone (BQ), disodium ethylene-
diaminetetraacetic acid (Na2EDTA) and isopropyl alcohol (IPA)
for the capture of superoxide (�O2

�), holes (h+) and hydroxyl
radicals, respectively.46,47 Fig. 4c shows the absorption spectra
from these experiments. The addition of EDTA and IPA signifi-
cantly impedes degradation, with only B40% of MB decom-
posing in these trials. However, when BQ is added, degradation
proceeds smoothly without interference from the scavenger. In
this case, the absorption trace shows an increase of around
500 nm due to BQ’s dark color, while the 663 nm peak for MB
disappears, confirming its degradation. This behavior with
scavengers aligns with previous findings.4,19 A photocatalytic
reaction mechanism can be ascertained from this information,
as shown in Fig. 5a. As established in many instances,48–51

sunlight exposure causes the absorption of photons and separa-
tion of electron/hole pairs in which the electrons move from the
VB to the CB. When H2O2 is present, it utilizes these electrons
to make hydroxyl radicals and ions. These radicals are the key
players in MB degradation, breaking it down into less harmful
products. In the meantime, the holes also play a role,

Fig. 3 Time dependent absorption spectra of MB solution during its photocatalytic degradation: (a) Compound 1 used as photocatalyst with H2O2. (b)
Control trial without H2O2. (c) Control trial without compound 1. For each experiment, a 10 ppm aqueous solution was used, along with 5 mg of
compound 1 and 0.2 mL of H2O2 unless specified otherwise.

Fig. 4 (a) Percentage (%) degradation after multiple trials of the same sample of compound 1. (b) PXRD patterns of the same sample of compound 1 after
the completion of each degradation trial. (c) Absorption spectra of MB before and after degradation with compound 1 and various radical scavengers. For
each experiment, a 10 ppm aqueous solution was used, along with 5 mg of compound 1, 0.2 mL of H2O2 and 5 mg of selected scavenger.
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facilitating a Cu(I)/Cu(II) redox event, further producing hydro-
xyl radicals which break down MB further.

Furthermore, the products that MB decomposes into are
also of interest, since these materials will then be present in the
water supply. LC-MS analysis was performed on both a 10-ppm
aqueous solution of MB before and after degradation to deter-
mine degradation products (Fig. S11 and S12). Possible degrada-
tion products are depicted in Fig. 5b and Fig. S12c. These are
similar to other reported fragments and mechanisms, with small
differences based on each photocatalyst.52–54 There are many
possible mechanisms based on the fragmentation results, but it
can be said with certainty that MB no longer exists in the
reaction solution since characteristic fragments of MB with m/z
284 and 312 ions disappeared while much lower weight frag-
ments appeared (Fig. S13). We also confirmed through X-ray
fluorescence (XRF) analysis that there was no change in the
amount of Cu in the reaction solution post-degradation. Fig. S14
shows XRF analysis of both high-purity water and post-
degradation solution in that same water. Cu, Ni, Ca and Fe were
detected in both experiments with negligible differences based
on the standard deviation and o5% error of the instrument,
confirming there was no leeching of the photocatalyst into the
reaction solution during photodegradation.

To further assess the practicality and usefulness of this
material, a supplemental experiment was carried out for another
common and more dangerous pollutant, phenol. With all other
experimental parameters kept constant, compound 1 success-
fully degraded phenol by B53% after one hour when monitoring
it’s characteristic peak at 270 nm55 (Fig. S15). Although not to the
same extent as MB, this result shows compound 1 and other
similar CuI hybrid materials may have promise as photocatalysts
for degradation of a variety of common pollutants in wastewater.
In comparison to other copper(I) hybrids, compound 1 performs
extremely well towards MB, as it is the most efficient photo-
catalyst in this group and performs competitively among other
hybrid and all-inorganic materials (Fig. S16 and Table S3).

Conclusion

A series of new CuI-based hybrid semiconductors with narrow
bandgaps were synthesized and characterized, with their

dimensionalities ranging from 0D to 3D. These compounds
act as effective photocatalysts for the degradation of low-
concentration MB in wastewater. These materials displayed
strong absorption across the solar spectrum, accelerating the
degradation rate and achieving up to 95% dye breakdown
within 27 minutes for the most efficient compound. Mass
spectrometry offered detailed insights into degradation
mechanisms and byproducts, confirming both the high effi-
ciency and the environmentally safe nature of this approach.
These materials also demonstrated robust stability and recycl-
ability under ambient conditions. Collectively, these findings
establish that tuning and narrowing the bandgap of CuI hybrid
semiconductors can yield highly promising, eco-friendly candi-
dates for sustainable water purification through photocatalytic
dye degradation.

Experimental
Materials

Pyrazine (99%, Matrix Scientific); 1,5-diiodopentane (97%,
Thermo Scientific); 1,3-diiodopropane (98%, Ambeed Inc.); 1,4-
diiodobutane (99%, Thermo Scientific); a,a0-dichloro-o-xylene
(98%, TCI); sodium iodide (99%, VWR); potassium iodide (99%,
Alfa Aesar); potassium carbonate (99%, TCI); dichloromethane
(99%, VWR); acetone (99.5%, VWR); methanol (99%, VWR);
dimethyl sulfoxide (99%, Beantown chemical); N,N-dimethyl-
formamide (99%, VWR); acetonitrile (99.5%, VWR); ethyl acetate
(99%, VWR); copper iodide (98%, Alfa Aesar); hydrogen peroxide
(30%, VWR); benzoquinone (98.5, Thermo Scientific); disodium
EDTA (0.5 M, VWR); isopropyl alcohol (99%, VWR).

Preparation of pnbpz I

Pyrazine (0.99 g, 12 mmol) was dissolved in 20 mL of acetoni-
trile at room temperature in a round bottom flask. 1,5-
Diiodopentane (0.46 mL, 3 mmol) was added dropwise. The
mixture was then stirred and heated to reflux for 12 hours. The
reaction mixture was then subjected to rotary evaporation until
only a small amount of acetonitrile remained. Ethyl acetate was
added to fully precipitate the product which was then filtered
and washed with ethyl acetate. The yield of the bright yellow
product was 92%.

Preparation of pbpz I

A similar procedure to that of pnbpz I was used except 1,3-
diiodopropane (0.39 mL, 3 mmol) was used. A bright yellow
product was obtained, and the yield was 90%.

Preparation of bbpz I

A similar procedure to that of pnbpz I was used except 1,4-
diiodobutane (0.45 mL, 3 mmol) was used. A bright yellow
product was obtained, and the yield was 90%.

Preparation of ophpz I

a,a0-Dichloro-o-xylene (1.4 g, 8 mmol) was dissolved in acetone
in a round bottom flask. A large excess of NaI (6.8 g, 45 mmol)

Fig. 5 (a) Schematic representation of excitation and degradation
mechanism using compound 1 with H2O2. (b) Possible degradation pro-
ducts based on mass spectrometry results.

Journal of Materials Chemistry C Paper

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 0

9 
Se

pt
em

be
r 

20
25

. D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

on
 4

/1
3/

20
26

 1
2:

43
:3

3 
PM

. 
 T

hi
s 

ar
tic

le
 is

 li
ce

ns
ed

 u
nd

er
 a

 C
re

at
iv

e 
C

om
m

on
s 

A
ttr

ib
ut

io
n-

N
on

C
om

m
er

ci
al

 3
.0

 U
np

or
te

d 
L

ic
en

ce
.

View Article Online

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d5tc02511g


This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2025 J. Mater. Chem. C, 2025, 13, 20580–20588 |  20585

was added and the solution was heated to reflux for 12 hours.
After cooling, the salt precipitate was filtered off and the filtrate
was dried under vacuum. The residue was then dissolved in
dichloromethane and extracted with water. The organic layer
was then extracted with a saturated NaCl (brine) solution. The
solvent was then removed under vacuum to give a,a0-diiodo-o-
xylene. 2.5 g of this product was then dissolved into acetonitrile
and an excess of pyrazine (1.2 g, 15 mmol) was added. This
mixture was heated to reflux for 12 hours, and the reaction was
then filtered to afford a dark yellow product. The yield of the
final step is 83%.

Synthesis of compound 1

The layer diffusion method was used. 2 mmol of CuI was
dissolved in 2 mL saturated potassium iodide solution. On
top of this solution, 2 mL acetonitrile was slowly added as a
buffer layer. Finally, 0.5 mmol of pnbpz I was dispersed in
methanol and added as the top layer. After three days at 60 1C,
black rod-shaped crystals were obtained in 45% yield based
on CuI.

Synthesis of compound 2

A very similar procedure to that of compound 1 was used. Black
block crystals were obtained in 52% yield based on CuI.

Synthesis of compound 3

The antisolvent assisted crystallization method was used in this
case. 0.25 mmol of bbpz I and 1 mmol of CuI were dissolved in
1 mL of dimethyl sulfoxide in a small vial. This vial was placed
inside a 20 mL vial filled with 5 mL acetonitrile antisolvent and
placed in the 60 1C oven. Black block crystals were obtained in
39% yield based on CuI after 5 days.

Synthesis of compound 4

A similar procedure to that of compound 3 except N,N-
dimethylformamide was used instead of dimethyl sulfoxide.
Small black rod crystals were obtained in 55% yield based on
CuI after 1 week.

Characterizations

Single crystal X-ray diffraction (SCXRD) was performed using a
D8 goniostat equipped with a Bruker PHOTON100 CMOS
detector at the Advanced Light Source (ALS) using synchrotron
radiation. The structures were solved by direct methods and
refined by full-matrix least-squares on F2 using the Bruker
SHELXTL package.56 The structures were deposited in Cam-
bridge Crystallographic Data Center (CCDC) with numbers
2411484–2411487. Powder X-ray diffraction (PXRD) analysis
was carried out on a Rigaku Ultima-IV unit using Cu Ka1
radiation (l = 1.5406 Å) and a scan speed of 21 min�1.
Thermogravimetric analysis (TGA) was performed using the
TA Instrument Q5000IR thermogravimetric analyzer with nitro-
gen flow and sample purge rates at 10 and 25 mL min�1,
respectively. Optical absorption spectra were measured at room
temperature on a Shimadzu UV-3600 UV-vis–NIR spectrometer.
The reflectance data were converted to Kubelka–Munk

function. The data was further converted into a Tauc plot for
bandgap determination.57 Room temperature PL measure-
ments were carried out on a FLS1000 spectrofluorometer
(Edinburgh Instruments).

Liquid chromatography and mass spectrometry (LC-MS)

Reverse phase liquid chromatography (RPLC) was performed
on Acquity UPLC, BEHC18,1.7 micron (2.1 � 50 mm) column
Waters Corporation Inc. Column temperature was set at 40 1C.
The following mobile phases were used: A: Water (HPLC grade)
with 0.1% formic acid (MS grade); B: acetonitrile (HPLC grade)
with 0.1% formic acid. The UPLC H-Class high flow LC (Waters
Instruments) was operated at a flow rate of 0.4 mL min�1, and
3 mL of sample was injected with an autosampler temperature
maintained at 10 1C. For the separation of compounds, the
following gradient concentrations was used starting with 5–
95% B for 3.5 minutes and later to 5% B from 3.5–5 min. For
column equilibration. Total run time of the LC-MS run was set
for 5 minutes. ESI-MS experiments were performed on high
resolution mass spectrometer (HRMS) in a sensitivity mode
using a quadrupole-TOF hybrid mass spectrometer (Xevo-G2-
XS-Q-tof: Waters Corp., Manchester, UK) in positive ionization
mode with m/z scan range 100–2000. The applied experimental
parameters were capillary voltage, 3.16 kV; sampling cone
voltage, 30 V; source offset 60 1C; source temperature, 125 1C;
desolvation temperature 300 1C: cone gas 25 L h�1 and deso-
lvation gas 600 L h�1. Data analysis was performed using Mass
Lynx 4.1.

X-ray fluorescence (XRF)

A Horiba MESA-50 K energy dispersive X-ray fluorescence
(EDXRF) spectrometer was used to measure the Cu concen-
tration in a 400-mL aqueous solution after dye degradation
experiment. The solution was transferred to an XRF cup
equipped with a four-micron-thin Mylar window. Ultrapure
water (18 megohm) from a Milli-Q Water System served as a
blank for comparison with the analyzed samples.

The operating conditions of the spectrometer equipped with
a Pd X-ray tube were as follows: 50 kV, 24 mA, 300-second
acquisition time. Horiba XRF software was used to determine
the peak area of the Cu 8.04 keV K-alpha X-ray. The detection
limit for Cu under these operating conditions was 1 mg mL�1

(1 ppm). Peak intensities are determined through peak area
integration. Concentration is not absolute but rather a relative
amount based on a total of 100%. The software also corrects
each peak based on the elements’ inherent differences in cross-
section area when evaluating the peak intensity.

Density functional theory (DFT)

The density of states (DOS) of selected compounds were calcu-
lated using the Cambridge Serial Total Energy Package
(CASTEP).58 Generalized gradient approximation (GGA) with
Perdew–Burke–Ernzerhof (PBE) exchange correlation func-
tional (XC) was used for all calculations. Ultrasoft pseudopo-
tentials were used for all elements; the plane-wave kinetic
cutoff and the total energy tolerance were set to be 351 eV
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and 1 � 10�5 eV per atom, respectively. The k-point mesh used
for compounds 1–4 were 7 � 8 � 3, 4 � 5 � 4, 7 � 4 � 3 and 8 �
8 � 3. All energy level calculations were based on Gaussian 09
with B3LYP hybrid functional and 6-311++G(3df,3pd) basis set.
A frequency calculation was always performed after geometry
optimization of all ligand molecules to confirm that the calcu-
lations resulted in a true minimum.

Photocatalytic experiments

Aqueous solutions of 10 ppm MB were prepared. 100 mL of this
solution was used for each experiment in a beaker. The MB
solution was wrapped in aluminum foil at first to keep out any
sunlight. Hydrogen peroxide (0.2 mL) was added along with 5 mg
of the selected hybrid compound. This mixture was stirred in
darkness for 10 minutes to full combine before being placed in
direct sunlight. The absorption of the solution was measured at
three-minute intervals using a Shimadzu UV-3600 UV-vis–NIR
spectrometer until the completion of the degradation process.
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