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ation of C–Cl and C–F bonds in
persistent organic pollutants using cerium(III)
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Procedures for activating and degrading compounds containing carbon–halogen bonds are highly sought

after due to the environmental persistence and potential hazards of such compounds. Such activations are

challenging because of the high stability of these bonds, particularly those with C–F bonds. Here, we report

on the activation of carbon–halogen bonds, including C–F bonds, by the cerium(III)-triamidoamine

complex CeIIITRENTIPS (1, TRENTIPS = tris-(2-(tri-iso-propylsilylamidoethyl)amine)). Under light irradiation,

1 reaches a strongly negative excited state redox potential, and our measurements enable it to be

estimated as −3.2 V relative to Cp2Fe
0/+. Hence, the photo-reactivity of 1 with carbon–halogen bonds

has been established with numerous examples, including Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs) and

fluorinated compounds. The photoactivation of POPs is rapid, but the photoactive nature of the

cerium(IV) products precludes complete conversion. This study provides insight into the activation of

POPs that may benefit the future design of photodegradation approaches for these highly problematic

compounds.
Introduction

Halogenated organic compounds (HOCs) have been utilized in
various applications, ranging from ame retardants (bromi-
nated compounds) to pesticides and dielectrics (chlorinated
substances), including anti-adhesive materials (peruorinated
molecules). However, HOCs exhibit many adverse health and
environmental effects, as reported as early as the 1980s, due to
their lipophilicity, which tends to facilitate their accumulation
in the fatty tissues of living organisms and their resistance to
biological degradation.1 For this reason, these compounds have
been classied as Persistent Organic Pollutants (POPs), Fig. 1,
which are currently of signicant environmental and toxico-
logical concern. Although these substances were mainly intro-
duced into nature by anthropogenic activities, especially for
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food production aer World War II, and have been banned in
many countries since the mid-1970s due to their toxicity, their
persistence and bioaccumulation in the environment still cause
real environmental and toxicity concerns.2,3 The Stockholm
Convention on POPs, adopted in 2001, established global
mandates for the reduction and elimination of these chemicals,
necessitating efficient and clean methods.4 Several treatments
have been developed, including bioremediation,5 photochem-
ical oxidation using reactive oxygen species,6,7 and
Fig. 1 Examples of chlorinated POPs compounds.

© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1039/d5sc03626g&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2025-08-23
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-2446-7284
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-2653-8557
http://orcid.org/0009-0007-8104-2358
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-2412-3019
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-4639-643X
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-7411-9627
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-9911-8778
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-1515-1915
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-0599-1176
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-2646-0091
https://doi.org/10.1039/d5sc03626g
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d5sc03626g
https://pubs.rsc.org/en/journals/journal/SC
https://pubs.rsc.org/en/journals/journal/SC?issueid=SC016034


Edge Article Chemical Science

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 2

3 
Ju

ly
 2

02
5.

 D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

on
 1

2/
6/

20
25

 2
:2

0:
37

 A
M

. 
 T

hi
s 

ar
tic

le
 is

 li
ce

ns
ed

 u
nd

er
 a

 C
re

at
iv

e 
C

om
m

on
s 

A
ttr

ib
ut

io
n 

3.
0 

U
np

or
te

d 
L

ic
en

ce
.

View Article Online
electrochemical oxidation.8 However, reduction methods are
less studied, primarily due to the very low reduction potentials
of C–Cl or even C–F bonds (Ered < −2.5 V vs. Fc/Fc+). Thus, for
example, recent studies have demonstrated the degradation of
peruorooctanoic acid through a redox-neutral process
including a successive decarboxylative step,9 though a magne-
sium(I) complex enables reductive deuorination of poly(tetra-
uoroethylene),10 which is a highly challenging substrate to
activate.11

Divalent lanthanide complexes are well known to induce
a single reductive process,12,13 allowing the activation of many
difficult-to-activate substrates, including dinitrogen14–17 and
carbon monoxide.18,19 However, these divalent lanthanides
must be prepared and used stoichiometrically. Recently,
methodologies using light as a trigger have been developed to
generate in situ divalent lanthanides from trivalent complexes
bearing suitable photosensitisers.20–22 The photochemical
properties of Sm, Yb, and Eu can also enhance the reducing
potential of their divalent form, leading to C–halide bond acti-
vation reactions.23 Cerium is also well-suited to light-induced
processes,24 since it is one of the few lanthanide ions that can
easily oxidize to the +IV oxidation state. While recent highlights
of the light-induced reactivity of CeIV complexes have sparked
growing interest in the community,25–27 fewer studies have
investigated the photochemistry of CeIII, which possesses
unique spectroscopic features involving an inter-congura-
tional f-to-d transition in which energy can be modulated by the
ligand carried by the cerium ion to, for example, activate inert
chlorinated substrates, including aryl chlorides and polyvinyl
chloride (PVC).28,29

The reductive potential of CeIII is intimately dependent on
the electronic nature of its coordination sphere, where, for
example, the redox potential can vary from −2.2 V to −2.9 V vs.
Cp2Fe

0/+ for CeIII supported by amide and/or guanidinate
ligands.30 On the other hand, the use of even simple chloride
ligands in the hexachlorocerate [CeIIICl6]

3− trianion28 achieves
a high excited state redox potential of approximately −3.45 V vs.
Cp2Fe

0/+, thereby facilitating the challenging reductive activa-
tion of aryl chlorides. Despite its strong reducing character,
[CeIIICl6]

3− possesses drawbacks, since its solubility is primarily
restricted to very polar solvents, which can interfere with the
reactivity of radical intermediates and present solubility issues
with hydrophobic POPs, and it requires excitation in the ener-
getic UV range (∼330 nm) compared to amide/guanidinate
derivatives (∼420 nm).

Based on the above observations, considering the utility of
tripodal ligand classes,31–36 we decided to investigate triamido-
amine CeIII complexes, which would, in principle, allow very low
excited state redox potentials but avoid the abovementioned
drawbacks. Here, we report the synthesis and characterization
of a cerium(III)-TRENTIPS complex and, with and without light
irradiation, its exceptional reactivity and selectivity toward
halide substrates, including highly challenging C–F bonds,
POPs, and PFAS. This work develops (photo)catalytic cerium-
based reactivity with robust substrates, thus advancing the
agenda for destroying environmentally persistent pollutants.
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
Results and discussion
Syntheses and structural analysis

The complex [CeIIITRENTIPS] (1) was synthesized by reacting
previously reported34 Li3TREN

TIPS with CeI3 in stoichiometric
amounts in THF overnight under an inert atmosphere. Upon
extraction and subsequent crystallization in pentane, the LiI
‘ate’ complex of [CeIIITRENTIPS] (1-LiI-THF4) could be isolated.
The base-free complex 1 was obtained by heating complex 1-LiI-
THF4 at 60 °C under reduced pressure overnight to remove the
stabilizing THF molecules. The resulting yellow solid was then
extracted with pentane and crystallized to afford 1 in 67% yield
from Li3TREN

TIPS. The isolation of 1 vs. 1-LiI-THF4 is intimately
dependent upon the work-up conditions. Furthermore, the
contact ion pair complex 1-LiI-THF3 can also be obtained when
the work-up conditions are varied, where it can be intuitively
recognized that removal of Li-coordinated THF is key to the
eventual isolation of 1 (Fig. 2). Unfortunately, although 1-LiI-
THF3 could be isolated in high-yield, attempts to oxidize it led to
intractable products, so we focused on 1. Complex 1 was
oxidized to the corresponding CeIV derivative, 2-X (X= F, Cl, Br),
using various halide-based oxidants. Thus, adding CBr4 to
a solution of 1 in pentane led to an immediate change of color
from yellow to purple, indicating the oxidation of the cerium
center as observed by Scott on the [CeIIITRENTBDMS], which
corresponds to the formation of 2-Br.35 A similar change in color
could also be observed when 1 reacted with C2Cl6 or ferroce-
nium tetrauoroborate (Cp2FeBF4),37 leading to the corre-
sponding 2-Cl and 2-F, respectively. As expected, XRD analysis
of each complex (2-F, 2-Cl, 2-Br) demonstrates the usefulness of
the bulkier TIPS group compared to the TBDMS one, because
the complexes were only observed in their monomeric form,
with no trace of the formation of the mixed valent dimer
observed by Scott.35 Structural analysis of 1 and 2-X (X = Br, Cl,
F) reveals a contraction of the tripodal ligand around the cerium
center upon oxidation, which is inuenced by the coordination
of the apical position of the cerium atom and by its oxidation
state. A shortening of the Ce–Nequatorial distances in 1 and 1-LiI-
THF4 was observed from 2.361(3) Å for 1 to 2.273(2) Å for 1-LiI-
THF4, which is even shorter on the CeIV complexes (average of
2.221(2) Å for 2-Br, 2-Cl and 2-F). This contraction phenomenon
was also observed on the Ce–Naxial bond distances at 2.534(2) Å
for 1 and 2.664(5) Å for 1-LiI-THF4. However, 2-Br, 2-Cl, and 2-F
showed a shorter distance of this bond (average of 2.61(2) Å for
2-Br, 2-Cl, and 2-F). This variation showcases the adaptability of
the TREN moiety to reorganize around the cerium center easily
during redox processes. This behavior is especially important
for catalysis because it minimizes a signicant energy barrier
for the ligand reorganization during the catalytic processes.38 A
typical dependence of the length of the Ce–halide bond towards
the size of the halide was observed (2.785(3) Å for 2-Br, 2.625(11)
Å for 2-Cl and 2.099(2) Å for 2-F). As expected, the distances are
shorter than the ones described by Scott on the mixed valent
dimer (3.115(5) Å for Ce–Br–Ce, 3.001(3) Å for Ce–Cl–Ce).35 The
Ce–I bond in 1-LiI-THF4 was found to be longer than that re-
ported by Scott with [ICeIVTRENTBDMS], which is likely due to the
Chem. Sci., 2025, 16, 15510–15517 | 15511
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Fig. 2 Synthesis of 1-LiI-THF4, 1-LiI-THF3, 1, 2-F, 2-Cl, and 2-Br and X-ray crystal structures of 1, 2-Br, 2-Cl, and 2-Fwith displacement ellipsoids
at the 50% probability level (except for the iPr groups depicted in wireframe) recorded at 150 K. H atoms have been omitted for clarity. C atoms
are in grey, N atoms are in blue, Si atoms are in orange, Ce atom is in green and F, Cl and Br atoms are in purple. X-ray crystal structures of 1-LiI-
THF4 and 1-LiI-THF3 are omitted and can be found in ESI.†
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formal anionic charge in the former and TREN ligand sterics
(3.128(6) Å for [ICeIVTRENTBDMS] vs. 3.2580(5) Å for 1-LiI-THF4).
Interestingly, an elongation of the Ce–I bond in 1-LiI-THF4
(3.2580(5) Å) and in 1-LiI-THF3 (3.2810(4) Å) could be observed
which is in accordance with a stepwise synthetic pathway in
order to reach 1.
Solution studies
1H NMR analysis of 1 showed a paramagnetic behavior, as ex-
pected for a CeIII complex. The effective magnetic moment of 1-
LiI-THF3 measured by the Evans method in C6D6 was meff = 2.58
mB, in good agreement with an f1 complex. The room-tempera-
ture value agreed with the solid-state magnetic data of 1
(Fig. S45†). Because the complex possesses an effective C3v

symmetry, the spectrum is relatively simple, with four signals
corresponding to each equivalent groups of protons. The most
upeld shied paramagnetic signal at −17.1 ppm was attrib-
uted to the CH2 of the TREN scaffold in the a-position of the
silylamide group owing to its proximity to the magnetic cerium
center. In 2-X (X = F, Cl, Br), the 1H NMR spectra are diamag-
netic, consistent with the presence of a CeIV center. The inu-
ence of the halogen atom coordinated with the cerium atom
could be observed at the signal corresponding to the CH2 in the
a-position of the silylamide group with a 2-Br signal at 5.14
ppm, a 2-Cl signal at 5.06 ppm and a 2-F signal at 4.68 ppm.

Complex 1 was studied by cyclic voltammetry to determine
its redox potentials in the ground and excited states. The
15512 | Chem. Sci., 2025, 16, 15510–15517
experiments were performed in THF, a polar solvent which
could coordinate the cerium center and where 1 was stable.
Other typical solvents used in electrochemistry, such as aceto-
nitrile or DMF, react with 1, mainly due to the basicity of the
amide group, which deprotonates the solvent. The choice of
adapted supporting electrolytes was also critical for the same
reason. Fluoride-based electrolytes, such as n-tetrabutylammo-
nium tetrauoroborate (TBABF4), reacted with 1, and tetra-
phenylborate salts TBABPh4 proved challenging due to their low
solubility in THF. Thus, the n-tetrabutylammonium tri-
uoromethanesulfonimidate (TBATFSI, 0.1 M) was identied as
the best supporting electrolyte, allowing the redox potential of 1
to be estimated at E1/2 = −0.50 V vs. Cp2Fe

0/+ (Fig. S60†).

E*
1=2 ¼ E1=2 � E0;0 þ u (1)

Using the Rehm–Weller formalism, eqn (1),39 the excited-
state reduction potential ðE*

1=2Þ was estimated at −3.2 V vs.
Cp2Fe

0/+ where E*
1=2 is the excited state half-wave redox poten-

tial, E0,0 is the difference in energy between the zeroth vibra-
tional state of the ground state and the rst excited state
(approximated by the intersection of the uorescence excitation
and emission spectra, 21 552 cm−1 here), and u the work
function, which is usually neglected in similar cases (see ESI†).

The absorption spectrum of a diluted yellow solution of 1 in
thoroughly degassed pentane exhibits a broad transition
centered around 415 nm with 3 z 400 M−1 cm−1 and a full
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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Fig. 3 Characterization of 1 in solution. (a) 1H NMR of 1 in C6D6, * are for C6H6 residue and pentane. (b) Cyclic voltammetry in THF (1 at 4 mM,
TBATFSI, 0.1 M, v = 50 mV s−1) of 1, (Fc = Cp2Fe). (c) Absorption spectra of 1 (5 × 10−4 M), 2-F (10−4 M), 2-Cl (10−4 M), and 2-Br (10−4 M) in
pentane. (d) Photoluminescence decay of 1 obtained at 550 at 400 nm, respectively, upon 354 nm excitation. The dotted red line represents the
results of the mono-exponential fit. (e) Emission (lex= 400 nm) and excitation (lem = 550 nm) spectra of 1 at 298 K in pentane at 10−6 mol L−1. (f)
Transient absorption decay of 1 obtained at 550 nm, respectively, upon 354 nm excitation. The dotted red line represents the results of the
mono-exponential fit.
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width at half maxima of 63 nm (3675 cm−1). Using TD-DFT
calculations, this band was assigned to a metal-to-metal exci-
tation of f–d type. Deconvolution of the absorption spectrum
(Fig. S47†) indicates the presence of high energy transition at
379 and 335 nm, assigned to ligand-to-metal charge transfer
(LMCT) from the amido-ligand to the 5dz2 orbital of the Ce

III ion.
Upon excitation at 415 nm, an intense green emission at ca. 532
nm is observed with a quantum yield of 34% (vs. coumarin 153)
and a lifetime of 88 ns (Fig. S58†). The excitation spectrum of 1
revealed perfect overlap with the absorption spectrum. The
Stokes shi of 5350 cm−1 is very large, indicating substantial
rearrangement in the excited state. All these values are
comparable to those obtained for related CeIII amido- or gua-
nidinato-reported in the literature.40–42 Interestingly, the emis-
sion band is broad with a shoulder at lower energy, nicely
resolved into two separated transitions at low temperature (77
K) in MeTHF (Fig. S56†). These two transitions can be assigned
Fig. 4 Reactivity and computational studies of 1. (a) Reactivity of 1 with b
given alkyl- and aryl halides with Li, Na, and K given to provide additiona
complex and TDDFT of the transition at 400 nm. Hydrogen atoms are o
chloride aryl substrate implicated in the transition at 400 nm, left to righ

© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
to CeIII-based 5d/ 4f emission from the 2D excited state to the
two ground levels: 2F5/2 and

2F7/2. The energy difference between
the two contributions is 2220 cm−1 in MeTHF at 77 K, which
aligns with the splitting of the two 4f ground levels of CeIII.43,44

Transient absorption spectroscopy (TAS) in nanosecond regime
was also performed at room temperature. Between 500–800 nm,
no TAS signal was detected. In contrast, at 400 nm, a transient
absorption decay was detected with a lifetime of 77 ns (Fig. 3f).
The similarity between the TAS and luminescence lifetimes
indicates that the same 2D excited state is responsible for the
excited-state absorption and luminescence phenomena. Finally,
these results strongly suggest that the 2D state is the lowest
energy excited state responsible for the photo-induced
reactivity.

The electronic structure of 1was investigated at the DFT level
(B3PW91 functional). The ground state is found, as expected, to
be a doublet spin state with the unpaired spin density located at
enzyl chloride and bromide without light irradiation. (b) Redox scale of
l context.45,46 (c) Left to right: SOMO, LUMO, and LUMO+1 orbitals of 1
mitted for clarity. (d) Computational studies of the 1 adduct with the
t SOMO, LUMO+3, and LUMO+7.

Chem. Sci., 2025, 16, 15510–15517 | 15513
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the Ce center. The unpaired electron is located in an fd orbital,
as evidenced by the nature of the SOMO in Fig. 4c. The
absorption spectrum of 1 was also simulated using TDDFT
methods. The main features of the experimental spectrum are
nicely reproduced, that is, the primary absorption in the UV part
and a weaker absorption in the 400 nm range. According to the
TDDFT, this transition is mainly described by SOMO to LUMO
and LUMO+1 transitions, which are primarily 4f-to-5d
transitions.
Reactivity studies

The reactivity of 1 was tested on different halogenated
substrates to evaluate the redox potential of this complex.
Benzyl chloride and bromide were tested and appeared reactive
at room temperature without any light stimulus in pentane. A
change of color from yellow to purple took place, in good
agreement with the evolution observed upon chemical oxida-
tion of 1, resulting in the formation of 2-Cl or 2-Br, respectively.
This oxidation occurs through a SET process, which leads to the
formation of a benzyl radical, ultimately 1,2-diphenylethane,
which was observed in GC-MS as the result of the radical
homocoupling. Both 2-Cl and 2-Br were obtained in powder
form from these reactions in 55% and 66% yields, respectively.
Fig. 5 Scope of the substrates activated by 1. The reactions were pe
standard. Conversion of the substrates are indicated in brackets and th
molecules.

15514 | Chem. Sci., 2025, 16, 15510–15517
Substrates that are more challenging to reduce (Fig. 5), such
as aryl chloride, were also tested, but no reaction occurred in
C6D6 without a light stimulus. However, under 427 nm light
irradiation, the characteristic yellow-to-purple change in color
was observed, demonstrating the enhanced reductive potential
of 1 under light irradiation. The 1H NMR showed the formation
of 2-Cl, while the GC-MS analysis conrmed the formation of
the coupling product between the aryl radical and the deuter-
ated benzene. A radical clock experiment was performed using
2-allyloxychlorobenzene in THF-d8 with 2 equiv. of dihydroan-
thracene (DHA) under 427 nm light irradiation (see ESI†). The
formation of the product resulting from the 5-exo radical
cyclization was conrmed by 1H-NMR and GC-MS analysis of
the crude material. Additionally, using a specic radical trap-
ping agent such as Bu3SnH also led to the formation of Bu6Sn2,

supporting the formation of a radical intermediate. This light-
induced reductive SET process was tested on various haloge-
nated products in the presence of Bu3SnH, rst to support the
presence of radical formation for each tested substrate and,
second, to quench the C-centered radical that could react with 1
and deactivate it.

To evaluate the extent of the scope of substrates that can be
activated by 1, reactions were followed up during the rst hours
using a variety of substrates to report the consumption of 1 and
rformed in 20 mmol scale using 1,3,5-trimethoxybenzene as internal
e yields of 1 and 2-Cl or 2-F are indicated below the corresponding

© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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the formation of 2-Cl (Fig. S83†). Complex 1 proved to be active
under 427 nm light irradiation, with a large panel of aryl chlo-
ride possessing electron-withdrawing groups, such as –CF3
(35% of 2-Cl in 3 h), or even with electron donating group, such
as –F (13% of 2-Cl in 3 h),47 –OMe (10% of 2-Cl in 3 h) or –NMe2
(6% of 2-Cl in 3 h) (Fig. 5). By monitoring the kinetic evolutions
of the different ArCl, we noted that the proto-dehalogenation
reaction was more favorable when an electronically decient
ArCl was used. On the contrary, the aryl chloride-carrying elec-
tron-donating group showed a slow conversion even aer 3 h.
This nding is in agreement with the theory of the outer-sphere
electron transfer (see ESI†), which relates the kinetic constant of
the redox reaction with the relative redox potential of the
substrates and, therefore, by the electron-withdrawing or
donating nature of the group in the para position.48

DFT calculations were also used to understand the photo-
chemical transfer of chloride from chlorobenzene to complex 1.
The formation of a stable weak adduct was found computa-
tionally (Fig. 4d), where the chlorine points toward the cerium
center. Thus, TDDFT calculations were carried out on this
adduct to check how this weak coordination modies the main
features of the absorption spectrum of 1. It is interesting to note
that the peaks remain more or less at the same position, in line
with weak coordination, but the intensity is increased in the
visible region. The transition around 400 nm, which is a f-to-
d transition in 1, now appears as arising from the singly occu-
pied cerium 4f orbital to orbitals mainly located at the chloro-
benzene (Fig. 4d). Even more interestingly, the chlorobenzene
orbital in LUMO+7 (as well as in LUMO+3 but to a lesser extent)
displays signicant C–Cl antibonding character, nicely
accounting for the experimentally observed C–Cl bond breaking
and Ce–Cl bond formation upon photoexcitation. Surprisingly,
it appears that 1 is not completely converted into 2-Cl during the
photochemical process since the addition of the amount of 1
and 2-Cl decreased over time, which correlates with a decrease
in the reactivity of 1. This behavior originates from the insta-
bility of 2-Cl under light irradiation over time, since irradiation
of 2-Cl at 427 nm leads to its degradation, whereas it is stable for
days without light irradiation. This light sensitivity can be
explained by a light-induced homolysis process of the Ce–Cl
bond, which leads to the formation of chlorine radicals and the
regeneration of 1, as described in the literature.29 This chlorine
radical would then react with 1 or 2-Cl through a radical process
(e.g. HAT process, etc.), leading to their degradation. This
hypothesis is supported by the formation of 1 under irradiation
and the presence of non-negligible amounts of H3TREN

TIPS,
which would be formed by protonolysis with any generated HCl.
However, this photo-induced regeneration of 1 was inefficient
since, aer 5 h of irradiation, 11% of 1 was formed while 70% of
2-Cl was consumed (Fig. S69†). This behavior would partially
distort the quantication of 1 and 2-Cl, leading to an underes-
timation of the conversion. However, for several substrates, the
conversion of the halogenated starting materials was deter-
mined by 1H NMR (Fig. 5) when their characteristics signals
were not overlapping with others signals.

Given the results on aryl chlorides, we sought to extend the
scope to primary, secondary, and tertiary alkyl chlorides and
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
polychlorinated substrates, including polymer (PVC) and POPs.
Pleasingly, these challenging and important substrates were
also found to react with 1 under light irradiation, especially with
POPs, with high conversion in only a few hours. For instance,
persistent insecticides such as aldrin, mirex, or lindane reached
>60% dechlorination aer less than 60 min, 2 h or 20 min,
respectively.

Given the scope of activation of chlorinated derivatives, the
photochemical reduction of highly challenging uorinated
substrates was also examined. Different uorinated arenes were
tested in the same conditions as the chlorinated substrates i.e.
in the presence of 1 equivalent of Bu3SnH in THF-d8 under 427
nm irradiation. Remarkably, 1 is able to activate C(sp2)–F as well
as C(sp3)–F bonds on the activated substrates (C6F6, C6F5H,
C6F4H2, (CF3)3C6H3) or less activated uorinated compounds
(C6F3H3, FC6H4CN, 1,3-(CF3)2C6H4 and 1,4-(CF3)2C6H4).
However, non-activated uorinated aryls such as C6H5F and
C6H5CF3 were not activated by 1, even aer a prolonged irra-
diation. It is worth noting that multiple deuorination
processes occurred at similar rates during the process, as
observed by the formation of multiple unidentied side prod-
ucts in 19F NMR analysis of the crude reaction mixtures and by
comparison between the rates of the consumption of the uo-
rinated starting materials and the production of 2-F. However,
the formation of 2-F could clearly be identied and followed by
1H NMR analysis as being the dominant pathway, providing
informative data regarding the C–F bond activation. As ex-
pected, the electronic nature of the uoro-aryl has a marked
inuence on the reduction reaction. Peruorobenzene (33% of
2-F in 4 h) was signicantly faster than pentauorobenzene
(23% of 2-F in 4 h), tetrauorobenzene (3% of 2-F in 4 h) and
triuorobenzene (1% of 2-F in 4 h) while uorobenzene was
completely untouched. However, with extended irradiation,
chemically relevant consumption of these difficult uorinated
substrates could be reached, such as 23% for C6F4H in 12 h and
8% for C6F3H3 in 27 h. This electronic tendency was not suitable
for the triuoromethylated aryl substrates. Indeed, either 1,3- or
1,4-bis-triuoromethylbenzene were consumed at a similar rate
(z25% of conversion), while the consumption of 1,3,5-tris-tri-
uoromethylbenzene was slower (16%). As for uorinated
benzene substrates, increasing the irradiation time allowed
them to reach good conversions (z50% in 27 h). Finally, per-
uorononane, a representative example of a PFAS, was also
tested, and we were pleased to observe the activation of this
substrate by 1 (13% in 4 h). However, similar to 2-Cl, 2-F was not
stable under 427 nm irradiation over a long period, leading to
degradation products similar to 2-Cl, particularly to H3TREN

TIPS

(Fig. S69†). The fate and potential use in catalysis of the highly
reactive uorine radical from the Ce–F bond homolysis is
currently under investigation and will be reported in due
course. In the reaction presented above, the Bu3Sn–H bond was
homolytically cleaved, and the resulting Bu3Snc dimerized to
give Bu6Sn2. No chlorinated or uorinated tin species were
detected indicating no possible regeneration of 1 aer halide
abstraction. In order to proceed with this regeneration and
perform catalytic transformations, other hydride donors such
as silane derivatives were tested. As such (Me3Si)3SiH has
Chem. Sci., 2025, 16, 15510–15517 | 15515
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Scheme 1 Catalytic dechlorination of cyclohexyl chloride. The reac-
tions were performed in 0.25 mmol scale using 1,3,5-trimethox-
ybenzene as internal standard. The yield was determined by 1H NMR.
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proven effective and allowed the catalytic conversion of chloro-
cyclohexane into cyclohexane using 5 mol% of 1 in 0.5 M THF-
d8 solution (Scheme 1). Unfortunately, these conditions were
not directly applicable for polychlorinated substrates such as
POPs, and other hydride donors are currently under
investigation.
Conclusions

In summary, we synthesized and characterized a series of CeIII-
and CeIV-based complexes bearing the TRENTIPS ligand. The
redox potential of [CeIIITRENTIPS] (1) (−0.50 V vs. Cp2Fe

0/+)
allowed SET to several halogenated substrates. Moreover, unlike
the widely used [CeIIICl6]

3−, 1 was also found to induce reduc-
tive SET in nonpolar solvents such as benzene or pentane.
Thanks to the peculiar photophysical properties of 1, its redox
potential can be signicantly lowered (−3.2 V vs. Cp2Fe

0/+)
under visible light irradiation (427 nm). As a result, an extended
scope of chlorinated and uorinated substrates, including
highly challenging polyhalogenated substrates, was successfully
activated. The oxidized complexes formed in the SET process
with halide substrates, 2-Cl or 2-F, also possessed photo-
induced reactivities, probably originating from Ce–Cl and Ce–F
bond homolysis, and are currently under investigation. The
striking result presented in this article concerns the rapid and
successful light-induced activation of polyhalogenated mole-
cules, such as POPs, which cause environmental and toxicity
concerns. Three popular persistent insecticides were success-
fully degraded. These promising initial activation results on
anthropogenic POPs and PFAS compounds of major environ-
mental concern signicantly advances CeIII complexes as
potential candidates for developing photo-degradation tech-
nologies for molecules that are highly problematic in the envi-
ronment, and may benet the future design of
photodegradation approaches for these highly problematic
compounds.
Data availability

The data supporting this article have been included as part of
the ESI,† including detailed experimental procedures and
characterization data. Crystal data for 1-LiI-THF4, 1-LiI-THF3, 1,
2-F, 2-Cl and 2-Br are available from the Cambridge Crystallo-
graphic Data Center under CCDC: 2387121, 2387122, 2387384,
2387125, 2387124, 2387123. Computational output is available
on request.
15516 | Chem. Sci., 2025, 16, 15510–15517
Author contributions

A. C. carried out all experiments and analyzed the data with the
help of E. A. M. G., A. J. W., and S. T. L. developed the synthesis
and characterization of 1-LiI-THF3 and in parallel 1. L. M. and S.
C. carried out the computational data. N. C. and A. C. measured
and analyzed the X-ray data. A. C. and B. T. P. carried out the
catalytic tests with hydrosilanes derivatives. A. C. and C. T.
worked out the electrochemistry measurements. A. B. and O. M.
performed the photophysical measurements. G. N. and G. D.
designed and supervised the project and analyzed and inter-
preted all the data. G. D. wrote the manuscript with contribu-
tions from all authors.
Conflicts of interest

There are no conicts to declare.
Acknowledgements

G. D. and G. N. thank the Ecole Polytechnique, CNRS and ANR
(ANR-19-CE07-0019) for funding and the Institut Polytechnique
de Paris for the doctoral fellowship of A. C. L. M. is a senior
member of the Institut Universitaire de France. CalMip is
acknowledged for a generous grant of computing time. S. T. L.
thank the EPSRC (EP/M027015/1), ERC (CoG612724), Royal
Society (UF071260 and UF110005), and The University of Man-
chester. The Alexander von Humboldt Foundation is thanked
for a Friedrich Wilhelm Bessel Research Award to S. T. L.
Notes and references

1 P. R. S. Kodavanti, L. G. Costa and M. Aschner, in Advances in
Neurotoxicology, Elsevier, 2023, vol. 10, pp. 1–25.

2 B. C. Kelly, M. G. Ikonomou, J. D. Blair, A. E. Morin and
F. A. P. C. Gobas, Science, 2007, 317, 236–239.

3 L. Melymuk, J. Blumenthal, O. Sáňka, A. Shu-Yin, V. Singla,
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Environ. Sci. Pollut. Res., 2016, 23, 765–773.

8 A. B. T. Akhtar, S. Naseem, A. Yasar and Z. Naseem, in
Environmental Pollution and Remediation, ed. R. Prasad,
Springer Singapore, Singapore, 2021, pp. 213–246.

9 B. Trang, Y. Li, X.-S. Xue, M. Ateia, K. N. Houk and
W. R. Dichtel, Science, 2022, 377, 839–845.

10 D. J. Sheldon, J. M. Parr and M. R. Crimmin, J. Am. Chem.
Soc., 2023, 145, 10486–10490.

11 R. Doi and S. Ogoshi, Eur. J. Org Chem., 2024, 27,
e202301229.
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d5sc03626g


Edge Article Chemical Science

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 2

3 
Ju

ly
 2

02
5.

 D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

on
 1

2/
6/

20
25

 2
:2

0:
37

 A
M

. 
 T

hi
s 

ar
tic

le
 is

 li
ce

ns
ed

 u
nd

er
 a

 C
re

at
iv

e 
C

om
m

on
s 

A
ttr

ib
ut

io
n 

3.
0 

U
np

or
te

d 
L

ic
en

ce
.

View Article Online
12 M. Szostak, N. J. Fazakerley, D. Parmar and D. J. Procter,
Chem. Rev., 2014, 114, 5959–6039.

13 M. Szostak and D. J. Procter, Angew. Chem., Int. Ed., 2012, 51,
9238–9256.

14 F. Jaroschik, A. Momin, F. Nief, X. Le Goff, G. B. Deacon and
P. C. Junk, Angew. Chem., Int. Ed., 2009, 48, 1117–1121.

15 W. J. Evans, T. A. Ulibarri and J. W. Ziller, J. Am. Chem. Soc.,
1988, 110, 6877–6879.

16 A. Wong, F. Y. T. Lam, M. Hernandez, J. Lara, T. M. Trinh,
R. P. Kelly, T. Ochiai, G. Rao, R. D. Britt, N. Kaltsoyannis
and P. L. Arnold, Chem Catal., 2024, 4, 100964.

17 E. Papangelis, L. Demonti, I. Del Rosal, A. Shephard,
L. Maron, G. Nocton and T. Simler, J. Am. Chem. Soc.,
2025, 147, 9752–9763.

18 W. J. Evans, J. W. Grate, L. A. Hughes, H. Zhang and
J. L. Atwood, J. Am. Chem. Soc., 1985, 107, 3728–3730.

19 T. Simler, K. N. McCabe, L. Maron and G. Nocton, Chem. Sci.,
2022, 13, 7449–7461.

20 M. Tomar, R. Bhimpuria, D. Kocsi, A. Thapper and
K. E. Borbas, J. Am. Chem. Soc., 2023, 145, 22555–22562.

21 C. M. Johansen, E. A. Boyd, D. E. Tarnopol and J. C. Peters, J.
Am. Chem. Soc., 2024, 146(37), 25456–25461.

22 T. Kuribara, A. Kaneki, Y. Matsuda and T. Nemoto, J. Am.
Chem. Soc., 2024, 146, 20904–20912.

23 A. Prieto and F. Jaroschik, Curr. Org. Chem., 2022, 26, 6–41.
24 Y. Qiao and E. J. Schelter, Acc. Chem. Res., 2018, 51, 2926–

2936.
25 Q. Yang, Y.-H. Wang, Y. Qiao, M. Gau, P. J. Carroll,

P. J. Walsh and E. J. Schelter, Science, 2021, 372, 847–852.
26 A. Hu, J.-J. Guo, H. Pan and Z. Zuo, Science, 2018, 361, 668–

672.
27 Q. An, Y.-Y. Xing, R. Pu, M. Jia, Y. Chen, A. Hu, S.-Q. Zhang,

N. Yu, J. Du, Y. Zhang, J. Chen, W. Liu, X. Hong and Z. Zuo, J.
Am. Chem. Soc., 2023, 145, 359–376.

28 H. Yin, Y. Jin, J. E. Hertzog, K. C. Mullane, P. J. Carroll,
B. C. Manor, J. M. Anna and E. J. Schelter, J. Am. Chem.
Soc., 2016, 138, 16266–16273.

29 A. E. Kynman, S. Christodoulou, E. T. Ouellette, A. Peterson,
S. N. Kelly, L. Maron and P. Arnold, Chem. Commun., 2023,
59, 10924–10927.

30 Y. Qiao, H. Yin, L. M. Moreau, R. Feng, R. F. Higgins,
B. C. Manor, P. J. Carroll, C. H. Booth, J. Autschbach and
E. J. Schelter, Chem. Sci., 2021, 12, 3558–3567.
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
31 J. A. Bogart, C. A. Lippincott, P. J. Carroll, C. H. Booth and
E. J. Schelter, Chem.–Eur. J., 2015, 21, 17850–17859.

32 C. T. Palumbo, D. P. Halter, V. K. Voora, G. P. Chen,
A. K. Chan, M. E. Fieser, J. W. Ziller, W. Hieringer,
F. Furche, K. Meyer and W. J. Evans, Inorg. Chem., 2018,
57, 2823–2833.

33 F.-C. Hsueh, T. Rajeshkumar, L. Maron, R. Scopelliti,
A. Sienkiewicz and M. Mazzanti, Chem. Sci., 2023, 14,
6011–6021.

34 D. M. King, P. A. Cleaves, A. J. Wooles, B. M. Gardner,
N. F. Chilton, F. Tuna, W. Lewis, E. J. L. McInnes and
S. T. Liddle, Nat. Commun., 2016, 7, 13773.

35 C. Morton, N. W. Alcock, M. R. Lees, I. J. Munslow,
C. J. Sanders and P. Scott, J. Am. Chem. Soc., 1999, 121,
11255–11256.

36 S. T. Liddle, Inorg. Chem., 2024, 63, 9366–9384.
37 U. J. Williams, P. J. Carroll and E. J. Schelter, Inorg. Chem.,

2014, 53, 6338–6345.
38 B. M. Gardner, J. C. Stewart, A. L. Davis, J. McMaster,

W. Lewis, A. J. Blake and S. T. Liddle, Proc. Natl. Acad. Sci.
U. S. A., 2012, 109, 9265–9270.

39 D. Rehm and A. Weller, Isr. J. Chem., 1970, 8, 259–271.
40 P. Pandey, Q. Yang, M. R. Gau and E. J. Schelter, Dalton

Trans., 2023, 52, 5909–5917.
41 H. Yin, P. J. Carroll, B. C. Manor, J. M. Anna and

E. J. Schelter, J. Am. Chem. Soc., 2016, 138, 5984–5993.
42 Y. Qiao, D.-C. Sergentu, H. Yin, A. V. Zabula, T. Cheisson,

A. McSkimming, B. C. Manor, P. J. Carroll, J. M. Anna,
J. Autschbach and E. J. Schelter, J. Am. Chem. Soc., 2018,
140, 4588–4595.

43 L. Wang, Z. Zhao, G. Zhan, H. Fang, H. Yang, T. Huang,
Y. Zhang, N. Jiang, L. Duan, Z. Liu, Z. Bian, Z. Lu and
C. Huang, Light Sci. Appl., 2020, 9, 157.

44 M. Suta, N. Harmgarth, M. Kühling, P. Liebing,
F. T. Edelmann and C. Wickleder, Chem.–Asian J., 2018, 13,
1038–1044.

45 J. Grimshaw, Electrochemical Reactions and Mechanisms in
Organic Chemistry, Elsevier, Amsterdam; New York, 1st
edn, 2000.

46 C. P. Andrieux, C. Blocman, J. M. Dumas-Bouchiat and
J. M. Saveant, J. Am. Chem. Soc., 1979, 101, 3431–3441.

47 T. X. Carroll, T. D. Thomas, H. Bergersen, K. J. Børve and
L. J. Sæthre, J. Org. Chem., 2006, 71, 1961–1968.

48 R. A. Marcus, J. Phys. Chem., 1963, 67, 853–857.
Chem. Sci., 2025, 16, 15510–15517 | 15517

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d5sc03626g

	Visible light activation of Ctnqh_x2013Cl and Ctnqh_x2013F bonds in persistent organic pollutants using cerium(iii) triamidoamine complexElectronic...
	Visible light activation of Ctnqh_x2013Cl and Ctnqh_x2013F bonds in persistent organic pollutants using cerium(iii) triamidoamine complexElectronic...
	Visible light activation of Ctnqh_x2013Cl and Ctnqh_x2013F bonds in persistent organic pollutants using cerium(iii) triamidoamine complexElectronic...
	Visible light activation of Ctnqh_x2013Cl and Ctnqh_x2013F bonds in persistent organic pollutants using cerium(iii) triamidoamine complexElectronic...
	Visible light activation of Ctnqh_x2013Cl and Ctnqh_x2013F bonds in persistent organic pollutants using cerium(iii) triamidoamine complexElectronic...
	Visible light activation of Ctnqh_x2013Cl and Ctnqh_x2013F bonds in persistent organic pollutants using cerium(iii) triamidoamine complexElectronic...

	Visible light activation of Ctnqh_x2013Cl and Ctnqh_x2013F bonds in persistent organic pollutants using cerium(iii) triamidoamine complexElectronic...
	Visible light activation of Ctnqh_x2013Cl and Ctnqh_x2013F bonds in persistent organic pollutants using cerium(iii) triamidoamine complexElectronic...
	Visible light activation of Ctnqh_x2013Cl and Ctnqh_x2013F bonds in persistent organic pollutants using cerium(iii) triamidoamine complexElectronic...
	Visible light activation of Ctnqh_x2013Cl and Ctnqh_x2013F bonds in persistent organic pollutants using cerium(iii) triamidoamine complexElectronic...
	Visible light activation of Ctnqh_x2013Cl and Ctnqh_x2013F bonds in persistent organic pollutants using cerium(iii) triamidoamine complexElectronic...


