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n A-site and oxygen-vacancy
ordering, and mixed electron/oxide-ion
conductivity in n = 1 Ruddlesden–Popper
perovskite Sr2Nd2Zn2O7†

Danhe Li,‡a Guangxiang Lu,‡a Zien Cheng,a Maxim Avdeev, *bc Jungu Xu, d

Zhengyang Zhou,e Rihong Cong, a Tao Yang *a and Pengfei Jiang *a

Oxygen vacancies in Ruddlesden–Popper (RP) perovskites (PV) [AO][ABO3]n play a pivotal role in

engineering functional properties and thus understanding the relationship between oxygen-vacancy

distribution and physical properties can open up new strategies for fine manipulation of structure-driven

functionalities. However, the structural origin of preferential distribution for oxygen vacancies in RP

structures is not well understood, notably in the single-layer (n = 1) RP-structure. Herein, the n = 1 RP

phase Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 was rationally designed and structurally characterized by combining three-

dimensional (3D) electron diffraction and neutron powder diffraction. Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 adopts a novel 2-fold

n = 1 RP-type Pmmn-superstructure due to the concurrence of A-site column ordering and oxygen-

vacancy array ordering. These two ordering models are inextricably linked, and disrupting one would

thus destroy the other. Oxygen vacancies are structurally confined to occupy the equatorial sites of

“BO6”-octahedra, in stark contrast to the preferential occupation of the inner apical sites in n $ 2

structures. Such a layer-dependent oxygen-vacancy distribution in RP structures is in fact dictated by the

reduction of the cationic A–A/B repulsion. Moreover, the intrinsic oxygen vacancies can capture

atmospheric O2, consequently resulting in a mixed oxide ion and p-type electrical conductivity of 1.0 ×

10−4 S cm−1 at temperatures > 800 °C. This value could be further enhanced to > 1.0 × 10−3 S cm−1 by

creating additional oxygen vacancies on the equatorial sites through acceptor doping. Bond valence site

energy analysis indicates that the oxide ion conduction in Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 is predominated by the one-

dimensional pathways along the [Zn2O7] ladders and is triggered by the gate-control-like migration of

the equatorial bridging oxygens to the oxygen-vacant sites. Our results demonstrate that control of

anion and cation ordering in RP perovskites opens a new path toward innovative structure-driven

property design.
1. Introduction

Ruddlesden–Popper (RP) phases with the general formula [AO]
[ABO3]n are an attractive family of perovskite derivatives due to
their low dimensional topology of crystal structure and
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associated functional properties, such as high-temperature
superconductivity,1,2 room temperature multiferroic,3

ferroelectric,4–6 oxide ion conduction,7,8 and uniaxial negative
thermal expansion (NTE),9–11 and photocatalytic properties.12,13

The layered RP structure can be viewed as a stacking of [ABO3]
perovskite slabs along the [001] direction with an additional
sheet of rock salt [AO] layer interposed every n layers. The
perovskite slab is displaced relatively to its neighboring sheets
by a vector of [1/2, 1/2, 0], thereby resulting in a body-centered
tetragonal structure described by the space group I4/mmm.

Recently, the tilt engineering toward polar RP perovskite
design has been of great interest to chemists because the
traditional active distortion center-driven polar structure design
using the closed-shell d0 and s2 cations encountered failure in
the RP perovskite family. Hence, strenuous efforts had been
devoted to design NCS double- and single-layer RP perovskites
theoretically and experimentally. The trilinear ubiquitous
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1039/d4sc05323k&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2025-01-18
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-2366-5809
http://orcid.org/0000-0003-2897-5152
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-9018-6819
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-2276-4023
http://orcid.org/0000-0001-6832-7462
https://doi.org/10.1039/d4sc05323k
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d4sc05323k
https://pubs.rsc.org/en/journals/journal/SC
https://pubs.rsc.org/en/journals/journal/SC?issueid=SC016004


Edge Article Chemical Science

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 1

8 
D

ec
em

be
r 

20
24

. D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

on
 3

/3
/2

02
6 

8:
18

:3
6 

PM
. 

 T
hi

s 
ar

tic
le

 is
 li

ce
ns

ed
 u

nd
er

 a
 C

re
at

iv
e 

C
om

m
on

s 
A

ttr
ib

ut
io

n-
N

on
C

om
m

er
ci

al
 3

.0
 U

np
or

te
d 

L
ic

en
ce

.
View Article Online
octahedral tilting or rotation distortions of a−a−c+ for the
perovskite slabs have shown as an effective approach to
achieving inversion symmetry breaking for double layer (n = 2)
RP structure through a manipulation of tolerance factor3–6,10 or
topochemical incorporation of uoride ions into interstitial
sites in the rock-salt layers.14 In a single-layer (n = 1) RP struc-
ture, simple octahedral tilting and SOJT ordering models are
both incapable of breaking the inversion symmetry, however,
combining the two with A-site cation ordering allows polar
structure formation.15 This has been observed indeed for NCS
P�421m-ALnTiO4 (A = Ag and Na) with layered A/Ln ordering and
a−b0c0/a0b−c0 octahedral rotation for successive perovskite
layers.16,17 The degree of lattice freedom is plausibly responsible
for the difference in structure-driven NCS design strategy
between double- and single-layer RP structures. This structure-
driven polar RP oxide design removes the reliance on d0 and s2

cations to realize ferroelectricity and thus expands the chemical
composition space for the rational design of RP-type
multiferroics.

Another intriguing feature of the RP structure is the capa-
bility of accommodating oxygen defects which are directly
correlated to the physical properties. For instance, oxygen
vacancies are present in the RP-type superconductor La3Ni2O7−d

and are found to preferentially occupy the inner apical site of
the NiO6-octahedra.18 The oxygen vacancies can lead to strong
charge transfer characteristics for La3Ni2O7−d and have been
proposed to be crucial to high-temperature superconductivity
under high-pressure conditions, in particular the suppression
of the critical temperature Tc.19,20 In contrast, the more exible n
= 1 RP phases Ln2NiO4+d (Ln = rare earth) allow oxygen hyper-
stoichiometry in the rock-salt (RS) layer and concurrently
partially oxidizes Ni2+ into Ni3+, resulting in structural
symmetry lowering from prototype I4/mmm to orthorhombic
Fmmm.8 It has been reported that the interstitial oxygen ions in
the RS layer are ordered on a sub-mesoscopic scale21 and could
diffuse and exchange with the apical oxygens of NiO6-octa-
hedra,22,23 thus giving rise to high oxide ion conductivity at
ambient temperature. The signicant oxide ion conduction
together with the mixed Ni2+/Ni3+ valences make Ln2NiO4+d

a promising candidate as cathode materials for solid oxide fuel
cells (SOFCs).

In this work, we turned our attention to oxygen-decient n =

1 RP structure with mixed A-cations on account of the following
reasons: (1) the exible structure with a high ratio of terminal
oxygen ions, as compared to the n $ 2 structures, may give rise
to fast ionic conduction; (2) the introduction of oxygen vacan-
cies in the structure could further facilitate the oxygen-vacancy
interexchange, thereby enhancing the ionic conductivity; (3) the
principle determining oxygen-vacancy distribution has never
been well understood in the RP-structure family. In this context,
we targeted the hitherto unreported oxygen-decient n = 1 RP
phase Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 (SrNdZnO3.5), where the A-site Sr2+ (1.31 Å
for 9-fold coordination) and Nd3+ (1.16 Å for 9-fold coordina-
tion) cations with distinctive ionic size, charges, and chemical
bonding characteristics are conducive to the oxygen-vacancy
stabilization in the local scale. Structure solution based on
three-dimensional (3D) electron diffraction (ED) and high-
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
resolution neutron powder diffraction data revealed that this
novel oxide is the rst A-site cation and oxygen vacancy
concurrently ordered n = 1 RP perovskite. Most importantly, we
found that A-site cationic ordering and oxygen-vacancy ordering
are coupled, that is, disrupting ordering in one sublattice
destroys ordering in the other. The oxygen vacancies in the n= 1
RP structure were found to favor the equatorial position of the
BO6-octahedra, in sharp contrast to the apical position prefer-
ence observed for n $ 2 RP structures. Moreover, Sr2Nd2Zn2O7

is a semiconductor exhibiting mixed oxide ionic and electronic
conduction, demonstrating its potential application as SOFC
cathode materials.
2. Experimental section
2.1 Synthesis

Polycrystalline samples of Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 were prepared by the
conventional solid-state reaction method using high purity
SrCO3 (99.99%, Alfa Aesar), Nd2O3 (99.99%, Beijing Founde Star
Science & Technology Co., Ltd) and ZnO (99.99%, Sichuan High-
Purity Material Technology Co., Ltd) powders as starting
materials. A stoichiometric amount of these raw materials was
weighed and mixed thoroughly in an agate mortar and then
preheated at 900 °C for 10 h. The resulting powders were further
ground and pelletized and then calcinated at 1100 °C with
a dwell time of 40 h with intermediate regrinding and pelleting.
The compositions Sr2Nd2−xLaxZn2O7 (x = 0.5, 1, 1.5, and 2),
Sr2Nd2Zn2−yInyO7+y/2 (y = 0.06, 0.1, 0.14, 0.2), and Sr2.1Nd1.9-
Zn2O6.95 were prepared using the same procedure described
above.
2.2 Characterization

The phase formation and purity of samples were assessed by
powder X-ray diffraction (PXRD) using a laboratory PANalytical
Empyrean Alpha-1 diffractometer (Cu Ka1 radiation) equipped
with a Johansson Ge(111) monochromator. High-resolution
PXRD used for Rietveld renements were collected in the 2q-
range of 10–120° with a step size of 0.00656° and a counting
time of 900 s. Constant-wavelength neutron powder diffraction
(NPD) data for Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 and Sr2La2Zn2O7 were collected on
the high-resolution ECHIDNA powder diffractometer at OPAL
research facility (Lucas Height, Australia) with a step size of
0.05° and a wavelength of 1.6220 Å.24 The lattice parameters of
Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 were obtained by indexing the PXRD pattern using
the LP-search method implemented in Academic Topas V7
soware.25,26 Combined Rietveld renements against both
PXRD and NPD were also performed with the Academic Topas
V7 soware.

Powder samples of Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 were ground thoroughly
and transferred into a test tube with 2 mL absolute ethanol.
Aer ultrasonic treatment for 10 min, 2 drops of the suspension
were deposited on a carbon lm-coated copper grid and then
dried for 5 min before transmission electron microscope (TEM)
and scanning electron microscope (SEM) measurements. The
precession electron diffraction tomography (PEDT) three-
dimensional (3D) electron diffraction (ED) data were collected
Chem. Sci., 2025, 16, 1932–1947 | 1933
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on the FEI Tecnai G2 F20 TEM (200 eV) equipped with a Gatan
321 camera. The precession speed was 100 Hz, and the exposure
time of every frame was 2 s. PEDT data reduction was performed
with the soware PETS version 2.0.27

The elemental analyses were performed using energy-
dispersive X-ray spectroscopy in a Talos F200s G2 TEM. X-ray
photoelectric spectroscopy (XPS) measurements were per-
formed on the Thermo Fisher Scientic ESCALAB 250Xi X-ray
photoelectron spectrometer with a monochromatic Al Ka X-
ray beam source. The binding energies were calibrated accord-
ing to the C 1s peak energy of 284.5 eV. The ultraviolet-visible
(UV-vis) light diffuse spectra for Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 were measured
from 200 to 1200 nm using a Shimadzu UV-3600 spectrometer.
Fine powders were spread on the surface of compressed BaSO4

as a 100% reectance standard.
The electronic transport properties of Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 were

investigated by using a Solartron 1260A impedance phase
analyzer in the frequency range of 10−1–107 Hz with an applied
oscillation voltage of 100 mV. The disk-shaped pellets with >
90% relative density were used for AC impedance spectroscopy
measurements over the temperature range from 300 to 1000 °C
under various atmospheres. Before the measurements, the at
parallel surfaces of the pellet were coated with Pt paste and
calcinated at 800 °C for one hour in air to formmetal electrodes
and ensure good contact between the pellet and electrodes. The
oxygen transport number was determined by measuring the
electromotive force (EMF) of the ceramic pellet of Sr2Nd2Zn2O7

using the oxygen concentration cell method over the tempera-
ture range of 500–800 °C. The pellet was attached to an alumina
tube with a glass adhesive seal. One side of the pellet was
exposed to 2% O2 in Ar ow and the other side was exposed to
pure O2 ow (1 atm).
2.3 Theoretical calculations

First principles density functional theory (DFT) calculations
were carried out using the projector augmented wave (PAW)
method implemented in the Vienna ab initio Simulation
Package (VASP).28 The generalized gradient approximation
(GGA) parametrized by Perdew, Burke, and Ernzerhof was
employed to describe the exchange–correlation potential.29,30

The cutoff energy of the plane basis was set at 520 eV, and the
lattice parameters and atomic positions were optimized until
the residual force was less than 0.01 eV Å−1. The convergence
criterion for electronic self-interactions was the change of the
total energy within 10−6 eV. A 2 × 7 × 3 k-space mesh was
employed to sample the Brillouin zone. We should emphasize
that a completely ordered Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 model was used for DFT
calculations.
3. Results and discussion
3.1 Crystal structure determination

The combination of Sr, Nd, and Zn cations in a 1 : 1 : 1 ratio
leads to the formation of the hitherto unreported new oxide
Sr2Nd2Zn2O7. Complementary elemental analysis using TEM-
EDS further conrms that the cationic ratio of Sr : Nd : Zn is in
1934 | Chem. Sci., 2025, 16, 1932–1947
line with the nominal chemical composition within expected
errors and no elemental aggregation was detected (Fig. S1†),
conrming the single phase of Sr2Nd2Zn2O7. High-resolution
XPS signals for Sr 3d, Nd 3d, and Zn 2p demonstrate that
these elements take valence states of +2, +3, and +2, respectively
(Fig. S2†). Compared to the PXRD of archetype n = 1 RP-
perovskite, the PXRD pattern of Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 is much more
complicated with the splitting of the main diffraction peaks and
a series of additional sharp peaks (Fig. S3†), plausibly ascribed
to either the A-site cationic order, the oxygen-vacancy ordering,
or the combination of both. Indexing of the PXRD pattern of
Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 resulted in a primitive orthorhombic unit cell with
lattice parameters of a z 13.23, b z 3.71, and c z 7.51 Å. Such
a lattice is in correspondences with a 2-fold n = 1 RP-
superstructure with a = ct, b = at, c = 2at, where at and ct are
the lattice parameters of archetype n = 1 RP perovskite
described by space group I4/mmm. Further inspection of the
reection conditions revealed h00 for h= 2n, 0k0 for k= 2n, and
h + k = 2n for hk0, indicative of two possible space groups,
Pmmn (no. 59) and Pm21n (no. 31). The lattice dimensions as
well as the reection conditions for Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 were also
validated by our 3D ED presented in Fig. 1a–c. To conrm the
structural symmetry, we measured the optical second-harmonic
generation (SHG), which is a powerful tool to probe the inver-
sion symmetry breaking for a material. The absence of SHG
signal suggests the centrosymmetric Pmmn-symmetry for
Sr2Nd2Zn2O7.

We then used the web-based tool ISODISTORT to generate
the initial Pmmn model using an archetype n = 1 RP-structure
(I4/mmm) as an input model.31,32 The resulting Pmmn model
contains two A-sites (two 4f sites), two B-sites (two 2a sites), and
six oxygen sites (two 2a, two 2b, and two 4f sites), allowing both
A-site cationic ordering and oxygen-vacancy ordering. Owing to
the presence of heavy cations like Nd3+ in Sr2Nd2Zn2O7, X-ray
diffraction is not very sensitive to distribution of oxygen
vacancies and we thus collected high-resolution NPD to gain an
insight into the possible oxygen vacancy ordering as well as A-
site cationic ordering. Consequently, the site occupancy
factors (sof.) of the six independent oxygen sites were rened
freely and the Sr/Nd distribution over the two A-sites was
allowed to vary with the constraints that each site is fully
occupied and the overall ratio of Sr/Nd is constrained to be 1 : 1
during the preliminary Rietveld renement process. The
combined Rietveld renements against both PXRD and NPD
data converged smoothly and manifested that the sof. value for
one 2a oxygen site converged to zero, whereas those of the
remaining ve oxygen sites are near unity, rmly evidencing
oxygen-vacancy ordering. Hence, during the nal renement
stage, the sof. values for the ve oxygen sites were xed to unity
and constraints were still applied to sof. values for the A-site Sr2+

and Nd3+ cations, yielding reliable overall residual factors of Rwp

= 3.27%, Rp = 2.41%, and c2 = 1.86. The nal Rietveld rene-
ment patterns are exemplied in Fig. 1d and e. The nal crys-
tallographic data, atomic coordinates, sof. values, isotropic
thermal displacement factors, and interatomic bond distances
are listed in Tables 1, 2 and S1.† This oxygen-vacancy ordered
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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Fig. 1 (a–c) Reconstructed diffraction patterns for the 0kl, h0l, and hk0 diffraction planes based on the 3D electron diffraction data. Rietveld
refinement plots of high-resolution NPD (d) and PXRD (e) data for Sr2Nd2Zn2O7. Light blue circles, red and black solid lines indicate the observed
data, calculated data, and their difference, respectively. The expected Bragg reflections are shown as green bars at the bottom of the patterns.

Table 1 Crystallographic data for Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 obtained from
combined Rietveld refinements

Formula Sr2Nd2Zn2O7

Source X-ray (Cu Ka1) Neutron
Temperature (K) 298
Wavelength (Å) 1.5406 1.622
Space group (no.) Pmmn (no. 59)
a (Å) 13.2291(4)
b (Å) 3.7145(2)
c (Å) 7.5085(4)
V (Å3) 368.98(4)
Z 2
d-Spacing (Å) 0.82–11 0.82–10
Rwp (%) 4.00 3.22
Rp (%) 3.23 2.35
Rexp (%) 2.43 2.82
c2 1.93 1.42

Table 2 Atomic coordinates, sof. values, isotropic thermal displace-
ment factors of Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 obtained from combined Rietveld
refinement against both X-ray and neutron powder diffraction data

Atom Site x y z sof. Biso (Å
2)

Sr1/Nd 4f 0.35803(7) 0 0.3704(3) 0.846(2)/0.154(2) 0.75(3)
Nd1/Sr 4f 0.34975(6) 0 0.8724(2) 0.846(2)/0.154(2) 0.43(2)
Zn1 2a 0 0 0.8812(6) 1 1.1(2)
Zn2 2a 0 0 0.3738(7) 1 0.6(1)
O1 2b 0 0.5 0.960(2) 1 1.4(2)
O2 2a 0 0 0.645(2) 1 1.5(2)
O3 2b 0 0.5 0.322(2) 1 0.3(1)
O4 4f 0.1675(6) 0 0.896(2) 1 0.4(1)
O5 4f 0.1758(5) 0 0.3459(9) 1 1.0(1)

Edge Article Chemical Science

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 1

8 
D

ec
em

be
r 

20
24

. D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

on
 3

/3
/2

02
6 

8:
18

:3
6 

PM
. 

 T
hi

s 
ar

tic
le

 is
 li

ce
ns

ed
 u

nd
er

 a
 C

re
at

iv
e 

C
om

m
on

s 
A

ttr
ib

ut
io

n-
N

on
C

om
m

er
ci

al
 3

.0
 U

np
or

te
d 

L
ic

en
ce

.
View Article Online
model was also validated by our ab initio structure solution
using the 3D ED data.
3.2 Crystal structure of Sr2Nd2Zn2O7

Fig. 2a shows an ideal n = 1 RP perovskite (PV) structure A2BO4,
which is constructed by a succession of rock-salt (RS) AO layers
separated by BO2 sheets in the sequence of –[AO–AO–BO2]–. The
layered n = 1 RP perovskite could also be described as an
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
intergrowth of the RS AO layer with a single ABO3 perovskite
layer, thereby giving the general formula of [AO][ABO3]. As
shown in Fig. 2b, Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 adopts an oxygen-decient RP
perovskite structure (n = 1) with the oxygen vacancies (,)
exclusively located at the “ZnO2’’ layers, resulting in a stacking
sequence of –[Sr0.5Nd0.5O–Sr0.5Nd0.5O–ZnO1.5]–. The oxygen
vacancies are ordered by removing every other oxygen-only
column in the ZnO2 layer, thereby doubling the c-axis and
thus forming the rst oxygen-decient 2-fold n = 1 RP super-
structure. Such an oxygen vacancy ordering converts the octa-
hedrally coordinated B-site cations in [AO][ABO3] into ZnO5

square pyramids for all crystallographically independent Zn2+
Chem. Sci., 2025, 16, 1932–1947 | 1935
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Fig. 2 Structural comparison of aristotype n= 1 RP structure [AO][ABO3] (a) and oxygen-deficient Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 (b). The one-dimensional Zn2O7

ladder (c) and the coordination environments of the A-site Sr2+/Nd3+ cations (d) in Sr2Nd2Zn2O7.

Fig. 3 Atomic displacements in Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 with respect to those in
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cations in Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 and, more importantly, transforms the
two-dimensional (2D) perovskite slabs into one dimensional
(1D) ladder-like Zn2O7 chains parallel with the c-axis. This 1D
Zn2O7 ladder built by ZnO5 square pyramids via vertex-sharing
has never been reported for perovskite-related structures to
the best of the authors' knowledge. Moreover, the oxygen
vacancy ordering also leads to one-half of A-site cations main-
taining 9-fold coordination, whereas the other half is reduced to
a 7-fold coordination (see Fig. 2d). Owing to the relatively large
contrast in ionic radius (Dr= 0.147 Å) between Sr2+ (1.31 Å for 9-
fold coordination) and Nd3+ (1.163 Å for 9-fold coordination),33

there should be a tendency for the smaller Nd3+ to preferentially
reside on the 7-coordinated A-site. This inference agrees with
the fact that a large long-range order (LRO) parameter of 69.2%
was obtained for A-site Sr2+/Nd3+ cations according to the
Rietveld renement results (Table 2) and the equation LRO = (2
× S) − 1, where S is the predominate site occupation factor of
the A-site. In terms of structure, the A-site Sr2+/Nd3+ cations are
partially column-ordered in the RS layers along the [100]p
direction, where the subscript index p represents the ideal cubic
ABO3 perovskite. Altogether, according to the A-cationic
ordering and oxygen vacancy distribution, the chemical
formula of Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 could be written as [Sr0.5Nd0.5O]
[Sr0.5Nd0.5ZnO2.5].

To stabilize the oxygen vacancy ordering and A-site cationic
ordering, synergetic atomic displacement is required to release
the lattice strain, thereby resulting in a signicant structural
distortion as compared to the archetype n = 1 RP PV structure.
To quantitatively analyze this structural distortion, the atomic
positional displacements in Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 were calculated with
respect to those in an idealized n = 1 RP PV structure with the
same lattice matrix. As shown in Fig. 3, the displacements for
the cations and O2 anion are negligible (< 0.1 Å), as compared to
the remaining oxygen ions (O1, O3, O4, and O5) located at the
basal plane of the ZnO5 square pyramid with large displace-
ments > 0.3 Å. The large displacements of O4 and O5 ions
toward the adjacent RS layer and intralayer Nd3+ cations lead to
a signicant rumpling of the RS layer, manifested by the
1936 | Chem. Sci., 2025, 16, 1932–1947
signicant protrusion of oxygens from the [Sr0.5Nd0.5]RS cationic
sublayer (see Fig. 2b). Such a protrusion of oxygen ions is
usually negligible in RP PV with neutron [A2+O] layers. Hence,
the rumpling of the RS layer in Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 should be a result
of the coordination requirement of the smaller Nd3+ and posi-
tively charged [Sr0.5Nd0.5O]

0.5+ RS layer. The rumpling of the RS
layer also leads to the deformation of the ZnO5 square pyra-
mids, reected by remarkably long Zn–O4/O5 bond lengths. As
shown in Table S1,† the Zn1–O4 and Zn2–O5 bond lengths of
2.258(6) and 2.334(7) Å, respectively, are signicantly longer
than the remaining Zn–O bonds (< 2.0 Å) and are also much
larger than the expected Zn–O bond length of 2.06 Å estimated
from the sum of the ionic radii for Zn2+ (0.68 Å) and O2− (1.38 Å),
resulting in large distortion indexes of 0.075 and 0.102 for
Zn1O5 and Zn2O5 square pyramids, respectively, from the
aspect of bond length. In this context, the O1 and O3 ions are
forced to displace within the oxygen-decient ZnO1.5 sublayer to
satisfy the bonding requirement of Zn2+, thereby causing
the archetype n = 1 RP perovskite.

© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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a compressed basal plane along the b-axis for the ZnO5 square
pyramids (see Fig. 2b). These positional displacements for
oxygen anions create perfect coordination environments for
Zn1 and Zn2 cations with bond valence sum (BVS) values of 1.99
and 2.05, respectively.34 In contrast, both Sr2+ (BVS = 1.59) and
Nd3+ (BVS = 2.59) are slightly underbonded but are in line with
the more ionic bonding character of Sr/Nd–O bonds compared
to the covalent Zn–O bonds.
3.3 A-site cation ordering and interplay with oxygen vacancy
ordering

For RP perovskites with n $ 2, there are distinct A-sites with
different coordination geometries, that is, the 12-fold coordi-
nated A-sites within the PV blocks and the 9-fold coordinated A-
sites within the RS slabs. Consequently, layered A-site ordering
could be readily achieved inmixed A-cation RP phases (n$ 2) by
enlarging the ionic radius differences (DIR) between different A-
site cations because larger A-cations are prone to occupy the 12-
coordinated sites, while smaller A-cations favor the 9-coordi-
nated sites. This has been observed indeed in n = 2 RP PVs
Ln2AB2O7 (Ln = rare earth; A = Ba2+ and Sr2+; B = Mn3+, Co3+,
Fe3+), where the A-site cationic ordering degree depends on the
DIR value between Ln3+ and A2+ cations, that is, a larger DIR
value will lead to a higher degree of A-site ordering (see
Fig. 4a).35–37 However, as for n= 1 RP PV structure, all the A-sites
are equivalently possessing a 9-fold coordination environment
and long-range A-site cationic ordering is thus improbable. To
date, A-site cationic ordering was only reported for Sr2La2-
LiRuO8 (ref. 38) and (Na/K/Ag)LaTiO4 (ref. 16 and 17) (see Fig. 4b
and c). For the former, the A-site La3+/Sr2+ ordering is a result of
1 : 1 B-site ordering, which creates two crystallographically
independent A-sites with distinct sizes and thus results in site-
selective 1 : 1 occupation for the La3+ and Sr2+ cations despite
the DIR (DIR = 0.094 Å) value being relatively small. Moreover,
we noticed that La3+/Sr2+ cations present column-ordering
Fig. 4 Crystal structures for A-site cation ordered RP perovskites
Ln2ABO7 (n = 2) (a), NaLaTiO4 (n = 1) (b), and Sr2La2LiRuO8 (n = 1) (c).

© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
along the [110]p direction, dissimilar to the [100]p-directional
column-ordering observed in Sr2Nd2Zn2O7. As for (Na/K)
LaTiO4, the A-site layered ordering is driven by the large charge
difference (DQ = 2). Herein, Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 is a unique example
that the A-site cationic ordering is associated with oxygen
vacancy ordering, which will be discussed in detail latter.

According to the above discussion, the question of whether
the large A-site cationic radius difference is essential for stabi-
lizing the unique structure of Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 will arise naturally.
To unveil the correlation between A-site cation ordering and
oxygen-vacancy ordering hidden in structure, we attempted to
synthesize a full solid solution Sr2Nd2−xLaxZn2O7 (x = 0.5, 1,
1.5, and 2). As shown in Fig. 5a, the compositions with x = 0.5–
2.0 are phase pure and their PXRD patterns could be tted
perfectly using lattice dimensions for a pristine n = 1 structure
described by space group I4/mmm, indicative of loss of long-
range orderings for both A-site cations and oxygen vacancies.
A phase separation was observed for the intermediate compo-
sition Sr2Nd1.75La0.25Zn2O7, composed of the ordered Sr2Nd2-
Zn2O7-like Pmmn-phases and disordered I4/mmm-phases. This
phase evolution behavior for Sr2Nd2−xLaxZn2O7 can be ratio-
nalized by observing that partial substitution of Nd3+ by the
larger La3+ makes the average size of Ln3+ (Ln = Nd3+, La3+)
cation larger, and thus more similar to the size of Sr2+, thereby
Fig. 5 PXRD patterns for Sr2Nd2−xLaxZn2O7 (a) and
Sr2Nd2Zn2−yInyO7+y/2 (b). The right panels show an enlargement of the
light orange regions in PXRD patterns.

Chem. Sci., 2025, 16, 1932–1947 | 1937
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disrupting the A-cation ordering of the host structure and
resulting in multiphase behavior. This result indicates that the
large size difference between Nd3+ and Sr2+ is critical to stabi-
lizing the A-site cation as well as the oxygen vacancy ordering in
Sr2Nd2Zn2O7.

Conversely, we further investigated the impact of oxygen
vacancy disordering on A-site cation ordering by maintaining
the DIR value for the A-site cations and simultaneously intro-
ducing interstitial oxygen ions via aliovalent In3+-to-Ga3+

substitution in Sr2Nd2Zn2−yInyO7+y/2 (y = 0.06, 0.1, 0.14, and
0.2) to disrupt the long-range oxygen vacancy ordering. As
shown in Fig. 5b, a biphasic region, where ordered Pmmn-
structure and disordered I4/mmm-structure coexist, was also
observed for Sr2Nd2Zn2−yInyO7+y/2, implying that a small
amount of interstitial oxygen ion on the oxygen-vacant sites
disrupt the long-range oxygen vacancy ordering and subse-
quently lead to loss of A-site ordering and thus phase separa-
tion. Together with phase formation behavior observed for
Sr2Nd2−xLaxZn2O7, we can condently conclude that the A-site
ordering is in fact strongly coupled with the oxygen vacancy
ordering in Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 and both are indispensable for stabi-
lizing its unique structure. Hence, Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 provides us
with a strategy to design A-site ordered n = 1 RP perovskite
structures by combining oxygen vacancy order. This strategy
perhaps could be expanded to oxygen-decient n $ 2 RP
perovskites, thereby resulting in various A-cation ordering
patterns in addition to the commonly observed A-site layered
ordering.
Fig. 6 Crystal structures for oxygen-deficient RP perovskites Sr2CuO3

(a), Ba3In2O6 (b), and LaSr2CuTiO6.5 (c). (d) The coordination envi-
ronment of the A-site cation in n = 2 RP structure after removing
different oxygen ions. Anionic ordering in n = 1 RP perovskites Sr2-
MnO3Cl (e), Sr2TaO3N (f), and LaSrCoO3H (g).
3.4 Oxygen-vacancy and anion ordering in RP PV

Another intriguing structural feature of Sr2La2Zn2O7 is the
presence of oxygen-vacancy arrays, which are exclusively located
at the equatorial positions of the ZnO5,-octahedra. Oxygen-
vacancy array ordering has also been observed in n = 1 RP
perovskite derivatives A2BO3 (A = La/Sr, B = Cu/Fe/Co/Ir) that
exhibit a higher count of oxygen vacancies.39–41 Most of these
compounds were synthesized by the topochemical removal of
all oxygen-only columns within the “BO2” layers, thereby
resulting in the formation of innite 1D chains of apex-linked
BO4 squares (See Fig. 6a). LaSrCuO3.5 and A2MnO3.5 (A = Sr
and Ca), with an identical oxygen-content to Sr2La2Zn2O7,
exhibit a more complex ordering manner of oxygen vacancies,
characterized by oxygen vacancies presented in both “BO”- and
oxygen-only-columns and absence of oxygen-vacancy arrays.42–44

Consequently, LaSrCuO3.5 and A2MnO3.5 are both composed of
innite 2D innite layers. The former features a complex (3 + 2)
D modulated structure comprising innite 2D layers composed
of mixed CuO4, CuO5 and CuO6 coordinate geometries,42

whereas the latter is merely consisted of interconnected MnO5

square pyramids (see Fig. S4†).43,44 A common structural feature
among these oxygen-decient n = 1 RP perovskites is that the
oxygen vacancies are exclusively located at the equatorial posi-
tions of the “BO6’’-octahedra.

For oxygen-decient n = 2 RP perovskites, the oxygen
vacancies predominantly occupy the inner apical position of the
BO6-octahedra within the perovskite layer, regardless of
1938 | Chem. Sci., 2025, 16, 1932–1947
whether the oxygen vacancies are ordered. Typical such struc-
tures for oxygen-vacancy ordered Ba3In2O6 (ref. 45) and disor-
dered LaSr2CuTiO6.5 (ref. 46) are shown in Fig. 6b and c. Our
comprehensive structural analyses revealed that this layer-
dependent difference in oxygen vacancy distributions is in
fact related to the signicant change in the coordination envi-
ronment for the A-site cations caused by oxygen vacancies.
Specically, removing the inner apical oxygen of BO6 in the n =

2 structure creates a symmetric cubic AO8 coordination envi-
ronment for the A-site cations (see Fig. 6d) and maintains their
face-sharing connectivity, whereas removal of the equatorial
oxygen would lead to an asymmetric AO7 coordination envi-
ronment as observed in Sr2Nd2Zn2O7, and transform connec-
tion from face-sharing to edge-sharing. In this stage, the apical
oxygen vacancy would be energetically favorable and more
stable than the equatorial vacancy because the more symmetric
face-sharing connectivity can effectively shield the A–A electro-
static repulsion. Consequently, oxygen vacancies favor the
apical position in the perovskite layer for the n = 2 structure,
which should be also applicable to RP structures with n > 2.
More importantly, the removal of the apical oxygen in the RS
layer will lead to an extremely asymmetric coordination envi-
ronment for the A-cation and create A–A/B contacts, thereby
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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destabilizing the structure. As a result, outer apical oxygen
vacancies should be prohibited in RP structures and accord-
ingly, oxygen vacancies should be only allowed in the “BO2”

sublayer of the n = 1 RP structure. This conclusion is further
consolidated by our Rietveld renement results for the oxygen
vacancy disordered I4/mmm-Sr2La2Zn2O7 (see Fig. S5, Tables S2
and S3†), where oxygen vacancies are located expectedly at the
equatorial positions of the “ZnO6”-octahedra. Therefore, it is
reasonable to assume that long-range A-site and oxygen vacancy
disordered n = 1 RP PV structure should adopt a Sr2Nd2Zn2O7-
like ordered structure on the nanoscale, although this remains
to be conrmed by using the neutron pair distribution function
analysis.

In addition to oxygen-vacancy ordering, anionic ordering is
also readily accessible in n = 1 RP perovskite-type mixed anion
compounds, such as Sr2MO3X (M = V, Mn, Fe, Co, Ni; X= F and
Cl) oxyhalides,47–51 A2(Ta/Nb)O3N (A = Ba, Sr, and rare earth)
oxynitrides,52,53 and A2MO3H (A = La/Sr/Ba, M = V, Mn, Co, and
Li) oxyhydrides.54–59 In these compounds, Cl−/F− and N3−

anions preferentially occupy the apical and equatorial sites of
the octahedra, respectively (see Fig. 6e and f). These site-
Fig. 7 (a) UV-vis diffusion spectra for Sr2Nd2Zn2O7. The insets show the
down state electronic band structures for Sr2Nd2Zn2O7. (d) Partial density
signed COHPs for Nd–O, Sr–O, and Zn–O bonds.

© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
selective substitutions in oxyhalides and oxynitrides align
with the Pauling's second crystal rule,53,60 which posits that the
electric charge of each anion tends to balance the strength of
the electrostatic valence bonds contributed by the cations.
Similarly, the hydride anions in A2MO3H also preferentially
occupy the equatorial sites of the octahedra (see Fig. 6g).54–59

Additionally, the high mobility of the hydride ions can give rise
to signicant hydride ion conduction. For instance, La2LiO3H
exhibits a hydride ion conductivity of 4.6 × 10−6 S cm−1 at 280 °
C, associated with a relatively high activation energy of
0.72 eV.59
3.5 Electronic structure and optical property

The UV-vis absorption spectra of Nd2Sr2Zn2O7 are shown in
Fig. 7a, where the absorption edge is at around 380 nm and the
absorption peaks in the range of 350–950 nm are attributed to
the inner 4f transitions of Nd3+. The absorption spectra were
further transformed using the Kubelka–Munk equation to
obtain the accurate band gap value (Eg).61,62 By plotting (ahn)

2 as
a function of hn (a is the absorption coefficient, h is the Planck
plots of (ahn)2 as a function of phonon energy. (b) Spin-up and (c) spin-
of states for Nd, Sr, Zn, and O in Sr2Nd2Zn2O7. (e) Calculated negative-

Chem. Sci., 2025, 16, 1932–1947 | 1939
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constant, and n is the frequency), the band gap is estimated to
be Eg = 3.81 eV.

DFT calculations were carried out to gain insight into the
optical properties and the bonding characteristics of Sr2Nd2-
Zn2O7. The calculated electronic band structure in Fig. 7b and c
reveals that the conduction band minimum (CBM) and the
valence band maximum (VBM) are both located at the G points
of the Brillouin zone, indicative of a direct semiconductor with
a band gap value of Eg z 2.15 eV for Nd2Sr2Zn2O7. This calcu-
lated Eg value is much smaller than the experimental value
deduced from the UV-vis diffusion spectra due to the inaccurate
approximation of the exchange–correlation energy of the DFT
calculations. The density of states (DOS) in Fig. 7d shows that
the CBM is composed of O 2p and Zn 4s states, and the VBM
mainly comprises the nonbonding O 2p states, implying that
the optical property of Nd2Sr2Zn2O7 is only dictated by the
[Zn2O7]

5− ladder. Moreover, the COHP plots of metal–oxygen
pairs in Fig. 7e demonstrate the strong covalent bonding feature
Fig. 8 Complex impedance spectra for Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 recorded at 550 °
enlargements of the impedance spectra in the low-frequency region.
temperatures. (d) Arrhenius plots of total conductivities of Sr2Nd2Zn2O7

1940 | Chem. Sci., 2025, 16, 1932–1947
of the Zn–O pair and the VBM of Nd2Sr2Zn2O7 is in fact
composed of the occupied Zn 3d–O 2p anti-bonding states. The
Nd–O pair also show larger bonding and antibonding values,
evidencing the covalent bonding character between Nd3+ and
O2−. In contrast, the interaction between Sr2+ and O2− ions is an
ionic bond due to the negligible −COHP values for the Sr–O
pair. The integrated COHP (ICOHP) values in the sequence of
Zn–O (−2.99 eV) < Nd–O (−2.32 eV) < Sr–O (−0.29 eV) indicate
a gradual weakening trend of covalent bonding, which is fairly
consistent with the electronegativities for themetals of Zn (1.65)
> Nd (1.14) > Sr (0.95).
3.6 Transport properties

3.6.1 Mixed electronic and oxide ionic conductivity. The
transport properties of Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 ceramic materials were
comprehensively investigated by electrochemical impedance
spectroscopy over the temperature range of 300–1000 °C under
C under dry air (a) and Ar (b) atmospheres. Insets of (a) and (b) show
(c) p(O2) dependence of conductivities of Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 at different
under various atmospheres.

© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d4sc05323k


Table 3 Oxygen transport number tO2− values for Sr2Nd2Zn2O7

T (°C) EMFcal. (mV) EMFexp. (mV) tO2−

500 65.14 12.5 0.19
600 73.57 25.2 0.34
700 82.00 30.1 0.37
800 90.42 34.8 0.38
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various atmospheres. Fig. 8a shows the Nyquist plot of complex
impedance spectra recorded at 550 °C under dry air conditions,
which exhibits two well-resolved semicircles in the high and
intermediate frequency ranges. A spectroscopic plot of capacity
(C) versus frequency shows two frequency-independent plateaus
with capacities of ∼2.0 × 10−11 and 2.1 × 10−10 F cm−1 in the
high and intermediate frequencies, respectively (see Fig. S6†).
This result implies that the large and small arcs in the high- and
intermediate-frequency ranges are attributed to the bulk and
grain contributions, respectively, and the total conductivity of
Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 is dominated by the bulk contribution. A close
inspection of the low-frequency range (0.1–10 Hz) reveals a very
small semicircle with capacities within 1.0–9.3 × 10−8 F cm−1

(see Fig. 8a and S6†), which can be attributed to the electrode
response and indicative of oxide ionic conduction. The semi-
circle in the low-frequency range becomes much more atter
instead of a pronounced Warburg-type inclined line under Ar
conditions, signifying that the ionic contribution in Sr2Nd2-
Zn2O7 is very limited (see Fig. 8b). Impressively, the total
resistance measured in Ar conditions is one order of magnitude
higher than those obtained in dry air and O2 conditions at the
same temperature (see Fig. 8a, b and S7†). Further impedance
spectra were collected with oxygen partial pressure p(O2)
ranging from 10−5 to 1 atm, showing that the total conductivity
is in proportion to p(O2) and thus signifying a p-type conduction
behavior for Sr2Nd2Zn2O7. The above results altogether
demonstrate that Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 is a mixed electronic and oxide-
ionic conductor and the contribution of oxide ion conduction to
the total conduction should be very limited. The origin of p-type
electronic conduction in Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 could be rationalized by
the absorption of oxygen from high-concentration O2 atmo-
spheres by the intrinsic oxygen vacancies in the lattice accord-
ing to the following electrochemical reaction equation:

1

2
O2 þ V

��

O4O�
O þ 2hc

where V��
O and O�

O indicate unoccupied and occupied oxygen
sites in the lattice, respectively, and hc represents a hole
according to the Kroger–Vink notation.63

Arrhenius plots of total conductivity, st, versus reciprocal
temperature in Fig. 8d show that st measured in Ar condition is
an order of magnitude lower than those obtained in dry air and
O2 conditions over the entire temperature range, consolidating
the mixed conduction behavior under dry air and O2 atmo-
spheres. At 700 °C, st reaches ∼10−4 S cm−1 in dry air, which is
comparable to other mixed electronic and oxide ionic conduc-
tors at the same temperature, such as La0.7Sr2.3GaO4.85

(∼10−4 S cm−1),64 BaNdInO4 (∼7.5 × 10−5 S cm−1),65 K0.5-
Bi0.5+xTiO3+3x/2 (∼10−4 S cm−1).66 The st increases along with
temperature and conspicuous changes in slope are observed at
temperatures higher than 600 °C, associated with a signicant
lowering in the apparent activation energies (Ea) from 1.03–1.17
to 0.83–0.94 eV. Such activation energy lowering at high
temperatures is usually attributed to temperature-driven struc-
tural rearrangement, phase transition, and change in predom-
inate charge carriers.
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
To decipher the plausible predominant charge carrier
change in Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 at elevated temperatures, we carried out
EMF measurements on an oxygen concentration cell at
temperatures from 500 to 800 °C. The calculated and experi-
mental EMF values and the corresponding oxygen transport
numbers (tO2−) are listed in Table 3. At 500 °C, the measured
EMF value of 12.5 mV is signicantly smaller than the calcu-
lated value (65.14 mV), resulting in a tO2− value as small as 0.19
and thus rmly consolidating the mixed oxide ion and electron
conduction behavior for Sr2Nd2Zn2O7. At temperatures higher
than 600 °C, tO2− is enhanced signicantly to > 0.3 and increases
slightly along with temperature. Hence, the improvement in tO2−

suggests that the slope change in Arrhenius plots at elevated
temperatures should be attributed to the dramatic enhance-
ment in oxide ionic contribution to the total conductivity. The
enhancement in oxide ionic conduction at high temperatures is
plausibly attributed to the ordering-to-disordering phase tran-
sition, warranted to be conrmed by in situ PXRD. The high
mixed electronic and oxide ion total conductivity (>
10−4 S cm−1) together with the relatively high oxygen transport
number indicates the potential application in gas separation.

3.6.2 Oxide ionic migration mechanism. To decipher the
oxide ion transport mechanism in the Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 ortho-
rhombic matrix, the bond valence site energy (BVSE) method
implemented in the SoBV soware was used to nd the local
minima and saddle points by analyzing the energy level of each
point in the energy landscape and connect them by tracking
from saddle-point voxels to minima voxels to construct the
transport network.67,68 This method has been widely used for
high-throughput analysis of ion transport pathways for Li+, Na+,
and O2− conductors, showing efficient, informative, and cred-
ible ion migration pathways. The BVSE landscape with an iso-
surface energy of −1.5 eV for Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 is delineated in
Fig. 9a. One-dimensional (1D) oxide ion migration pathways
along the [010] direction that links the discrete [Zn2O7]

10−

ladders could be vividly visualized in Fig. 9a. This conduction
pathway involves the O1 and O3 ions and interstitial i1 and i2
sites in proximate to the oxygen-vacant sites, implying that the
trigger of the long-range ionic conduction is the jump of the O1
and O3 ions into the interstitial sites (oxygen-vacancy
exchange). This 1D O1/O3 4 i1/i2 4 O1/O3 pathway needs
to overcome a bond valence energy barrier as high as 0.97 eV to
pass through a saddle point (S2) located at (0, 0.667, 0.052) (see
Fig. 9c). It is widely accepted that the terminal oxygen ions
provide additional freedom to exchange oxygen positions in
a exible framework and thus play a decisive role in ionic
conduction. However, the energy barriers for the terminal O4
and O5 jumping to the interstitial i1 site are 1.43 and 1.47 eV,
Chem. Sci., 2025, 16, 1932–1947 | 1941

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d4sc05323k


Fig. 9 BVSE landscapes for oxide ions in Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 with isosurface energy of −1.5 (a) and −0.7 eV (b). (c) Migration energy barriers for oxide
ions in different dimensional pathways. (d) Scheme of the local coordination geometry for Zn2+ cations before and after the migration of the
bridging O1/O3 ions. The A-site cations in (a and b) are omitted for clarity.
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respectively, which are signicantly higher than those of O1/O3
4 i1/i2, plausibly due to the signicantly longer Zn–O4/O5
bond lengths induced longer O4/O5−i1 distances and thus
higher energy barriers. Moreover, the motion of the bridging O2
ion is rather localized, suppressed by bonding to two Zn cations
with bond lengths as short as 1.86 Å. A three-dimensional (3D)
conduction pathway involving O1, O3, O4, O5 and two addi-
tional interstitial sites (i3 and i4) in the rock-salt layers can be
envisaged in Fig. 9b. Note that the partial occupation of the
interstitial sites in the rock-salt layer of the hyperstoichiometric
Ln2NiO4+d is the structural origin of fast oxide ion conduction.
Here, the energy barrier of > 1.6 eV for the 3D O4/O54 i3/i44

O4/O5 pathways is signicantly higher than that of the 1D
pathway along the b-axis (see Fig. 9c), arising from unoccupied
interstitial sites. The above results altogether indicate that the
oxide ionic conduction of Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 should be one-
dimensional.
1942 | Chem. Sci., 2025, 16, 1932–1947
This gate-control oxide migration pathway is reminiscent of
the oxide ionic conduction mechanism of brownmillerite
A2B2O5, which is derived from ABO3 perovskite by removing
parallel h110i arrays of oxygen ions to create alternating layers
of BO4 and BO6 metal–oxygen polyhedra arranged in corner-
linked chains and sheets, respectively. The trigger of oxide
ionic conduction in A2B2O5 is the jump of the apical oxygen (the
bridge oxygen that links BO4 and BO6) of the BO6-octahedron to
the interstitial position (oxygen-vacant site) in the tetrahedral
layer, leaving oxygen vacancies in the octahedral layer and thus
realizing ionic conduction via oxygen-vacancy exchange.69–71

This gate-like ionic conduction mechanism in A2B2O5 leads to
the deformation of interconnected BO6 and BO4 into discrete
BO5 square pyramids and BO4 tetrahedra in the local scale
structure. Here in Sr2Nd2Zn2O7, the escape of the basal-plane
oxygens (O1 and O3) into the interstitial sites leads to the
formation of signicantly distorted ZnO4 and reorientated ZnO5
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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Fig. 10 Complex impedance spectra for Sr2.1Nd1.9Zn2O6.95 recorded at 450 °C under Ar (a) and day air and O2 (b) atmospheres. Insets of (a) and
(b) show enlargements of the impedance spectra in the low frequency region. (c) Arrhenius plots of total conductivities of Sr2.1Nd1.9Zn2O6.95

under various atmospheres. (d) Conductivity comparison between pristine Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 and accepter doped Sr2.1Nd1.9Zn2O6.95.
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square pyramids that point along the b-axis and links to newly
reformed ZnO6 octahedra (see Fig. 9d).

According to the above proposed gate-like conduction
mechanism, the ionic conduction component of Sr2Nd2Zn2O7

should be further enhanced by introducing excess oxygen
vacancies. To further verify this mechanism, we deliberately
prepared an acceptor-doped composition Sr2.1Nd1.9Zn2O6.95.
The Rietveld renement plot of PXRD data in Fig. S8† conrms
that Sr2.1Nd1.9Zn2O6.95 is phase pure. The complex impedance
spectra recorded at 450 °C under different atmospheres are
shown in Fig. 10a and b. Pronounced inclined lines in the low-
frequency range, indicative of oxide ionic conduction, could be
observed for the acceptor doped Sr2.1Nd1.9Zn2O6.95, in sharp
contrast to those of the pristine Sr2Nd2Zn2O7. Sr2.1Nd1.9Zn2O6.95

is still a mixed ionic and electronic conductor as hinted by the
signicantly lower total conductivity under the Ar atmosphere
compared to those in dry air and O2 conditions (Fig. 10a–c). A
comparison of conductivities between pristine Sr2Nd2Zn2O7

and acceptor-doped Sr2.1Nd1.9Zn2O6.95 is shown in Fig. 10d,
where the bulk conductivity, sb, conductivities of Sr2.1Nd1.9-
Zn2O6.95 are two orders of magnitude higher than those of
Sr2Nd2Zn2O7. At temperatures higher than 800 °C, the total
© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
conductivity of Sr2.1Nd1.9Zn2O6.95 in air is higher than 1.0 ×

10−3 S cm−1, highlighting its great application potential in
energy generation and storage devices. Note that compared to
Ea = 0.88 eV of sb for Sr2Nd2Zn2O7 in the low-temperature
range, the signicantly higher Ea of 1.13 eV for Sr2.1Nd1.9Zn2-
O6.95 should be undoubtedly attributed to a dramatic
enhancement of the ionic contribution to sb. The ionic
conductivity enhancement realized by acceptor doping for
Sr2.1Nd1.9Zn2O6.95, in turn, underpins the gate-like ionic
conduction mechanism for oxygen-vacancy ordered Sr2Nd2-
Zn2O7. Moreover, the conductivity of Sr2.1Nd1.9Zn2O6.95 at
around 300 °C (∼1.2 × 10−6 S cm−1) is comparable to the H−

conductivities of those H−/O2− ordered n= 1 RP perovskite-type
oxyhydride materials at the same temperature, such as Ln2-
LiO3H (< 5 × 10−6 S cm−1),59 Ba2ScO3H (5.2 × 10−6 S cm−1),72

and Ba2YO3H (∼1.0 × 10−5 S cm−1),73 but signicantly lower
than that of Ba1.75LiO0.9H2.7 (∼1.0 × 10−2 S cm−1), which has
a high H−-content and exhibits H−/O2− disordering.58 Addi-
tionally, the activation energy for oxide ionic conduction is also
higher than that for hydride ion conduction, which can be
attributed to the greater charge, larger size, and mass of O2−

compared to H−.
Chem. Sci., 2025, 16, 1932–1947 | 1943
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4. Conclusion

We report the rational design and crystal structure of a new
oxygen-decient n = 1 RP perovskite Nd2Sr2Zn2O7. Regarding
the aristotype I4/mmm-RP structure, Nd2Sr2Zn2O7 possesses a 2-
fold Pmmn-superstructure stemming from oxygen-vacancy-
column ordering in the perovskite layer, as conrmed by the
combined Rietveld renements of high-resolution mono-
chromatic X-ray diffraction and neutron powder diffraction
data. A comprehensive analysis of structures deciphered that
the oxygen vacancy ordering in Nd2Sr2Zn2O7 is maintained by
the A-site column-ordered Nd/Sr cations with a large difference
in ionic radii. As a result, the oxygen vacancy ordering and A-site
cation ordering in Nd2Sr2Zn2O7 are coupled. Moreover, we
found that the oxygen vacancies in the n= 1 RP perovskite are in
fact conned to the equatorial sites of the BO6-octahedra, which
can reduce the cationic A–A/B repulsion to the greatest extent
and is in stark contrast to the structurally favorable inner apical
oxygen vacancies in n $ 2 structures. Nd2Sr2Zn2O7 is a direct-
gap semiconductor with a band gap of ∼3.8 eV and exhibits
mixed ion-electron conductivity with a limited ionic contribu-
tion to the total conductivity due to oxygen-vacancy ordering.
The oxide ionic conduction in Nd2Sr2Zn2O7 is mediated by the
migration of the bridging oxygen ions to the oxygen-vacant
sites, affording a gate-like ionic motion along the [Zn2O7]-
ladders. Our work offers new insights into the crystal chem-
istry of oxygen-decient n= 1 RP perovskites, which gives a path
toward new functional RP-structure design.
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