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Synthesis of iron-based metal–organic
frameworks and carbon derivatives via
unconventional synthetic methods and waste
precursors with potential for gas storage

Keaoleboga Mosupi,ab Nqobile T. Mthembu,a Mike Masukume,b

Nicholas M. Musyoka*c and Henrietta W. Langmi*a

Metal–organic frameworks (MOFs) have remarkable characteristics including high porosity as well as

large internal surface areas. However, these materials have found very limited use industrially due to their

high cost of production. The use of waste materials and industrial by-products to generate cheaper and

environmentally friendly precursors could potentially open doors for industrial production of MOFs. Two

types of Fe-based MOFs (Fe-MIL-53 and Fe-MIL-88B) were prepared using acid mine drainage (AMD)

waters as a metal precursor source and waste polyethylene terephthalate-derived terephthalic acid

(PET-BDC) as a linker via microwave-assisted and sonochemical-assisted synthesis procedures.

Additionally, a carbonization strategy was utilized to enhance the porosity and surface area of these

MOF materials. Upon carbonization, surface areas were drastically improved to above 600 m2 g�1 for

both MIL-53 and MIL-88B prepared using the two unconventional methods. The obtained carbons also

exhibited reasonable gas uptake capacities, with MIL-53 derived carbons having a higher hydrogen

capacity of 1.32 wt% (at 77 K and 1 bar) and a carbon dioxide capacity of 2.09 mmol g�1 (at 298 K and

1 bar). The gas uptake capacities of MIL-88B derived carbons were found to be relatively low.

1. Introduction

More than 20 years after metal–organic frameworks (MOFs)
were discovered, the progress towards industrialization has
been slow.1 There are a few industrial players such as BASF,
NuMat Technologies, MOF Technologies and novoMOF who
have up-scaled the synthesis of MOFs.2 Wide-scale MOF indus-
trialization is mainly impeded by the lack of affordable and
sustainable synthetic methods. The conventional solvothermal
synthesis process also faces challenges such as long synthetic
time and requirements for high pressure and temperatures, in
addition to the use of harsh and toxic solvents.3 Synthetic
methods including microwave-assisted, sonochemical-assisted,
flow chemistry, electrochemistry, mechanochemical and dry heat-
ing synthesis provide alternative and viable routes for industriali-
zation. In addition, MOF precursors could also be derived from

unconventional sources. For example, organic ligands can be
obtained from waste polyethylene terephthalate (PET), biomass
and industrial by-product or waste.4–6 To demonstrate the
viability of waste-derived MOFs, Wang and Wang prepared
Fe-MIL-88B, Fe-MIL-53, Co-MOFs and Ni-MOFs using a PET-
derived organic linker and the MOFs were evaluated for syner-
gistic flame retardancy.7 Gonçalves et al. synthesized 3d transi-
tion metal MOFs (Fe, Co, Ni, Cu and Zn) employing an organic
linker derived from PET and the prepared materials were tested
for adsorption of methylene blue, methyl orange, Nile blue and
malachite green.8 Several other studies have employed PET
derived terephthalic acid for synthesis of various MOFs for a
range of applications.9–11 On the other hand, metal precursors
have previously been obtained from unconventional sources,
such as coal fly ash, mined raw minerals, domestic waste
materials and even from industrial by-products.12 Precursors
derived from waste materials or low-cost raw materials provide an
ecofriendly and cost-effective pathway to MOF industrialization.13

Importantly, the holistic combination of unconventional
synthetic methods with waste-derived precursors not only con-
tributes to the development of advanced MOF materials but
also addresses pressing environmental issues related to indus-
trial waste disposal and resource recycling. This innovative
approach paves the way for more sustainable and inexpensive
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production of iron-based MOFs (Fe-MOFs), which can have a
transformative impact on various industrial and environmental
applications. In this case, this study employs microwave-
assisted and sonochemical-assisted synthesis methods for the
preparation of flexible Fe-MIL-53 and Fe-MIL-88B MOFs. The
organic linker, terephthalic acid (H2BDC), was derived from
waste-PET bottles, whereas the iron precursor was derived from
acid mine drainage (AMD), a by-product of mining activities.

The rationale for choosing MIL-53 and MIL-88B was their
known ‘breathing effect’ since their one-dimensional pores may
contract or dilate depending on applied heat, pressure or guest
molecules.14–16 Several studies have shown that Fe-MIL-53 tends
to maintain the narrow-collapsed pores even upon heating or
when subjected to N2 adsorption.17–19 Permanent porosity and
improved surface area can be achieved in these materials
through direct carbonization. Furthermore, carbonization of
MOFs is often known to introduce varying pore structures, which
are beneficial for various applications. For example, a previous
study on carbonization of MIL-88B at elevated pyrolysis tempera-
tures led to a significant improvement in the specific surface
area, soaring from 170 to 265 m2 g�1, indicating enhanced
porosity and structural evolution of the carbon framework.20

This study focused on the preparation of iron-based MIL-53
and MIL-88B and their carbon derivatives using AMD-derived
iron and PET-derived BDC via microwave-assisted and sono-
chemical-assisted synthesis methods. The prepared carbons
were then evaluated for hydrogen (H2) and carbon dioxide
(CO2) storage applications.

2. Experimental
2.1. Conversion of wastes into reagents

Iron was extracted from AMD water by oxidative precipitation as
outlined previously.21 Briefly, 30 mL of 30% hydrogen peroxide
(H2O2) was introduced to 1000 mL of AMD water under
continuous agitation at room temperature for 1.5 h. Then, a
pH of 3.5 was obtained by a dropwise addition of 4 M sodium
hydroxide (NaOH) solution. This was followed by agitation of
the solution for an additional 15 min. The resulting iron
sediment was isolated by vacuum filtration, extensively washed
with deionized water (1000 mL) to remove any impurities,
and subsequently dried in a conventional oven at 80 1C for
12 h. The extract was confirmed to be iron hydroxide.

To extract H2BDC from waste, a published procedure was
followed.4 In this case, 12.5 g of PET flakes was combined with
12.5 mL of ethylene glycol (EG) and 300 mL of deionized water
in a 500 mL autoclave. The temperature of the autoclave was
increased to 210 1C and maintained for 8 h to promote
depolymerization. Upon reaching ambient conditions, the
reaction solution was centrifuged to isolate the sediment,
which was subsequently washed twice using ethanol and
oven-dried at 100 1C for 24 h. The product was confirmed to
be H2BDC in accordance with the study by Dyosiba et al.4 The
recovered H2BDC, derived from PET, served as the organic
ligand in the subsequent MOF synthesis.

2.2. Metal–organic framework synthesis

2.2.1. Microwave synthesis. To synthesize Fe-MIL-88B,
0.6655 g of AMD-derived iron precursor was added to 5 mL of
hydrochloric acid (HCl) and heated at 70 1C until dissolution.
Separately, the organic ligand solution was formulated by
dissolving 0.4462 g of PET-derived H2BDC in a solution of
dimethylformamide (DMF, 50 mL) and acetic acid (5 mL) using
ultrasonic agitation. Following transfer to a four-necked round-
bottom flask, the reaction mixture was heated up to 80 1C in a
microwave reactor operated at 500 W for 4 h. Upon reaching
ambient conditions, the sediment was recovered by centrifuga-
tion, rinsed three times with 50 mL of fresh DMF to remove
unreacted precursors, and then subjected to three successive
ethanol washes (3 � 50 mL) to exchange solvents. The
sample was vacuum-dried at 60 1C overnight and designated
as Micro-MIL-88B.

Fe-MIL-53 was prepared following a similar synthetic
method to that described for Fe-MIL-88B without the addition
of acetic acid and using a shorter time of 2 h. The resulting
sample was designated as Micro-MIL-53.

2.2.2. Sonochemical synthesis. For the preparation of
Fe-MIL-88B, the metal and organic ligand solution was pre-
pared in the same manner as in the microwave synthesis. The
solution was introduced into a four-necked round bottom flask,
which was transferred to a sonochemical reactor and subjected
to continuous ultrasonication using a probe operating at
80% of its maximum frequency for 4 h. The washing and drying
steps were similar to those employed in the microwave method.
The sample was designated as Sono-MIL-88B.

Fe-MIL-53 was synthesized following an analogous method
to that described for Fe-MIL-88B but without the addition of
acetic acid and using a shorter reaction time of 2 h and 60%
of its maximum frequency. The sample was designated as
Sono-MIL-53.

2.3. MDC synthesis

Each of the synthesized MOFs was individually used to prepare
carbon materials. In this procedure, 0.5 g of MOF was loaded
into a crucible and carbonized at 600 1C (10 1C min�1) for 2 h
under a N2 atmosphere in a tube furnace. The iron–carbon
composite obtained was washed with 70 mL of HCl (32%) at
70 1C for 4 h. This was followed by vacuum filtration and
rinsing repetitively with deionized water. The obtained carbon
material was oven-dried at 100 1C for 12 h. The obtained
carbons were designated as Sono-MDC-53 or Sono-MDC-88B
(derived from Sono-MIL-53 or Sono-MIL-88B, respectively) and
Micro-MDC-53 or Micro-MDC-88B (derived from Micro-MIL-53
or Micro-MIL-88B, respectively).

2.4. Characterization

A Malvern Panalytical Aeris diffractometer using Fe-filtered Co-
Ka radiation was used to collect X-ray diffraction (XRD) data in
the range of 2y = 5–601 at a scanning rate of 0.21 s�1. A JASCO
FT/IR-4X Fourier transform infrared (FTIR) spectrometer was
employed to confirm the functional groups of the prepared
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MOFs. The spectra were obtained between 4000 and 650 cm�1

at a resolution of 16 cm�1, and background elimination was
conducted. Morphological features of MOFs were examined
using a JEOL-JSM 7500F scanning electron microscope (SEM).
Textural properties were obtained using a Quantachrome auto-
sorb iQ instrument with analysis performed using N2 gas at
77 K. The non-local density functional theory (NLDFT) model
was used to derive pore size distribution and pore volumes of
the synthesized materials. A Micromeritics 3Flex instrument
was used to record H2 and CO2 adsorption isotherms at 77 K
and 298 K, respectively, and up to a pressure of 1 bar. Prior to
gas analysis, samples were degassed at 150 1C for 12 h. A TA
Instruments Q500 model thermogravimetric analyzer was uti-
lized to determine the moisture content and decomposition
behavior of the prepared samples. For this analysis, samples
were placed on alumina crucibles heated to 900 1C at a heating
rate of 10 1C min�1. Thermogravimetric analysis for both MOFs
and carbons was performed under a flow of atmospheric air.

3. Results and discussion
3.1. Powder X-ray diffraction

XRD patterns presented in Fig. 1a and b validate the synthesis
of the individual Fe-MIL-53 and Fe-MIL-88B from both sono-
chemical and microwave-assisted methods. The observed

diffraction peaks closely matched those described in previous
studies, validating the successful formation of the target crys-
talline phase.22,23 Prominent diffraction peaks of Fe-MIL-53 are
observed at 9.3, 12.4, 16.5, 17.3, 18.7, 21.8, 25.9 and 28.21
corresponding to (110), (200), (011), (111), (220), (121), (400)
and (321) planes. Synthesized Sono-MIL-88B displayed promi-
nent diffraction peaks at 9.39 and 10.31 with additional reflec-
tions at 12.58, 18.86, 19.34 and 221, which are consistent with
the reflections for the trinuclear d-block metal containing
MOFs (Fig. 1b). The identified peaks are associated with the
(002), (101), (102), (103), (200), and (201) crystallographic
planes. The pattern for the synthesized Micro-MIL-88B exhib-
ited an additional sharp peak at 7.81, which is ascribed to the
high crystallinity of the sample.24–26 The sharp high intensity
diffraction peaks of the Micro-MIL-88B indicate the higher
crystallinity of this sample compared to that of Sono-MIL-88B.
This high crystallinity arises from the more uniform and
controlled crystal growth afforded by the microwave-assisted
method. The pattern for Sono-MIL-88B displayed comparatively
broad low intensity peaks. The low crystallinity of Sono-MIL-
88B and the absence of the peak at 7.81 (100) might be due to
the presence of defects and/or disorders. Broad and low inten-
sity peaks of MIL-88B have been previously reported.27 The XRD
results have shown that AMD-derived iron and PET-derived
H2BDC were successfully converted into Fe-MIL-53 and Fe-MIL-88B
via sonochemical and microwave-assisted methods.

Fig. 1 X-ray diffraction patterns of (a) Fe-MIL-53, (b) Fe-MIL-88B, (c) MDC-53 and (d) MDC-88B.

Materials Advances Paper

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 1

2 
N

ov
em

be
r 

20
25

. D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

on
 1

/1
7/

20
26

 9
:1

0:
34

 P
M

. 
 T

hi
s 

ar
tic

le
 is

 li
ce

ns
ed

 u
nd

er
 a

 C
re

at
iv

e 
C

om
m

on
s 

A
ttr

ib
ut

io
n 

3.
0 

U
np

or
te

d 
L

ic
en

ce
.

View Article Online

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d5ma00994d


© 2025 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry Mater. Adv., 2025, 6, 9806–9816 |  9809

After successfully synthesizing these MOFs, they were sub-
sequently converted into carbon materials. The direct carboni-
zation under inert conditions at a high temperature resulted in
a broad diffraction peak between 20 and 301 for all the MDCs,
which is assigned to the (002) plane (Fig. 1c and d). The carbon
material may have formed via two possible processes, i.e. the
carboxylic ligand transforming into carbon and/or an in situ
redox reaction in which carbon reduced Fe3+, which led to
cleavage of the Fe–O coordination bond, thus resulting in
reduced Fe (0) species. The reduced species leads to a local
reductive environment, thus promoting the formation of tur-
bostratic carbon structures. This phenomenon has been
observed by other researchers.28–30 The lack of additional peaks
in the XRD patterns for all the MDCs signifies the successful
acid wash of the synthesized carbon materials.

3.2. Fourier transform infrared spectroscopy

Molecular architecture and functional moieties of the synthesized
MOFs were examined using FTIR spectroscopy, as displayed in
Fig. 2. The Micro-MIL-53 sample displayed a peak at 3670 cm�1,
which signifies the presence of the –OH group as a result of
trapped H2O molecules. The peak at 2972 cm�1 represents the
Csp3–H stretches. The residual materials in the pores of the MOF
can be removed using the combination of solvent exchange and
high temperature (605 K) activation, as shown by Wang et al.31

Ahnfeldt et al. and Boutin et al. also showed that solvent exchange
and high temperature activation are beneficial for the removal of
trapped molecules in MOF pores.32,33 The Sono-MIL-53 sample
does not display bands at 3670 and 2972 cm�1 due to the absence
of H2O. Vibrational bands common to both Fe-MIL-53 samples
can be observed, for instance, the bands at 1661 cm�1 (C–O, free
organic linker/DMF), 1592 and 1386 cm�1 (asymmetric and sym-
metric CQO), 1064 cm�1 (C–O–Fe), 751 cm�1 (out-of-plane C–H)
and 554 cm�1 (Fe–O) as shown in Fig. 2a.28,34 Fig. 2b shows the
FTIR spectra of Fe-MIL-88B. Bands at 550 cm�1 (Fe–O stretching),
748 cm�1 (C–H bending), 1398 and 1505 cm�1 (symmetric and
asymmetric CQO stretching), 1659 cm�1 (C–O stretching, free
organic linker/DMF), and 1096 cm�1 (C–O–Fe stretching) verify the
successful formation of Fe-MIL-88B.35–37

3.3. Scanning electron microscopy

SEM was employed to elucidate the morphology of both Fe-
MIL-53 and Fe-MIL-88B as well as their carbon derivates.
The obtained hexagonal bipyramidal morphology of the MOFs

Fig. 2 FTIR spectra of (a) Fe-MIL-53 and (b) Fe-MIL-88B.

Fig. 3 SEM images of (a) Micro-MIL-53, (b) Sono-MIL-53, (c) Micro-MIL-
88B, (d) Sono-MIL-88B, (e) Micro-MDC-53, (f) Sono-MDC-53, (g) Micro-
MDC-88B and (h) Sono-MDC-88B.
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coincides with previously reported findings (Fig. 3a–d).38–41 The
resulting carbonized materials (Fig. 3e–h) consist of relatively
amorphous, heterogeneous and defect-rich particles. The mor-
phology of the parent MOF materials is preserved to some
extent, while the MDCs are mainly made of interconnected
small carbon particles.

3.4. Thermogravimetric analysis

Thermal decomposition of the prepared MOFs was analyzed using
TGA. The TGA plots for all MOF samples are shown in Fig. 4a and
b, which exhibit a multi-step weight loss. Moisture and/or DMF on
the surface and within pores of the MOF tend to evaporate at
temperatures below 200 1C, which explains the first weight loss for
both cases. The second decomposition step at 360 1C could be
associated with the possibility of unreacted organic ligand/DMF
within the pores of the material (as corroborated by the FTIR
spectrum (band at 1659 cm�1)). The subsequent mass loss at
400 1C is attributed to decomposition of the coordinated organic
ligand for MIL-88B and MIL-53 samples, respectively. The remain-
ing materials are the thermodynamically stable iron clusters. The
reported profiles are consistent with previous reports.42–44

The thermal robustness of the derived carbons was studied
under atmospheric air conditions across a temperature of
25–900 1C, as shown in Fig. 4c and d. The initial mass loss at
temperatures below 100 1C is attributed to the loss of physisorbed
moisture. The carbons are thermally stable until 430 1C, after which

complete combustion of the material occurs. The complete loss of
weight indicates the successful acid wash, where all iron metal
species were successfully removed from the carbons.

3.5. Raman analysis

The extent of potential graphitization, structural defects and
amorphous nature of the MDCs were evaluated by employing
Raman spectroscopy, as shown in Fig. 5. Correspondingly, all
spectra displayed both the D-band (B1355 cm�1) and the
G-band (B1600 cm�1), which are associated with the graphitic
material.45 Th D-band signifies the presence of defects or disorders
derived from the vibrations of the sp3 bonds. In contrast, the
G-band arises from the in-plane vibrational stretching of the sp2-
hybridized carbon–carbon bonds typically found in graphitic
structures. The D-to-G band intensity ratio can serve as the
indicator of the graphitic configuration, with the higher value
indicating the amorphous nature and high number of defects.46

The presence of the sp3 bonds might be due to the removal of the
iron clusters by acid wash. The intensity ratio (1.29–1.67, Table 1)
is associated with the turbostratic nature of the derived carbons.47

The lack of graphitization might be ascribed to the low carboniza-
tion temperature.

3.6. Textural properties

Fig. 6a displays the N2 adsorption–desorption isotherms of
Fe-MIL-53 at 77 K. The isotherms exhibit a combination of

Fig. 4 TGA profiles of (a) Fe-MIL-53, (b) Fe-MIL-88B, (c) MDC-53 and (d) MDC-88B samples.
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Type I and IV isotherm features corresponding to the hierarch-
ical nature of the MOF materials (micropores and mesopores).

The clear hysteresis loop in the isotherms is indicative of a
mesoporous structure and arises from capillary condensation
within mesopores. The surface areas of the prepared materials
were below 35 m2 g�1 and micropore volumes far below
0.1 cm3 g�1 were obtained (Table 2). The low surface areas
and pore volumes of the material might be due to the narrow
pore configuration and/or the existence of trapped molecules
within the pores of the sample. The results agree with pre-
viously obtained values.23,48,49 Typical N2 sorption isotherms
of the MIL-88B MOF are shown in Fig. 6b. The isotherms of the

Table 1 Raman analysis data

Sample name D band G band Intensity ratio (AD/AG)

Micro-MDC-53 1357 1610 1.29
Sono-MDC-53 1348 1610 1.52
Micro-MDC-88B 1353 1602 1.67
Sono-MDC-88B 1357 1606 1.56

Fig. 6 N2 adsorption–desorption isotherms of (a) Fe-MIL-53, (b) Fe-MIL-88B, (c) MDC-53 and (d) MDC-88B.

Fig. 5 Raman spectra of (a) MDC-53 and (b) MDC-88B samples.
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prepared MOFs display distinctive attributes of an IUPAC Type I
isotherm. The existence of micropores is indicated by the rapid
uptake at low relative pressure (p/p0 o 0.05). The microwave
and sonochemically prepared samples had surface areas of 34
and 19 m2 g�1, respectively.

N2 adsorption–desorption isotherms of the derived carbons
displayed hybrid IUPAC type I/IV isotherm features (Fig. 6c and d).

The high N2 uptake at low partial pressure is an indication of
abundance of micropores. The H3 hysteresis loop at partial
pressures above 0.4 signifies the existence of mesopores. The
hysteresis loop of an H3-type commonly observed in carbon-
based materials suggests the existence of slit-shaped pores. The
surface areas of the MDCs drastically improved from 16–20 m2 g�1

for the MIL-53 to 784–947 m2 g�1 for the associated MDCs.

Table 2 Textural properties of Fe-MOFs and MDCs

Sample name
BET
(m2 g�1)

Average micropore
size (nm)

Pore volume
(cm3 g�1)

Micropore volume
(cm3 g�1)

H2 uptake
at 1 bar (wt%)

CO2 uptake at
1 bar (mmol g�1)

Micro-MIL-53 16 0.41 0.03 0.001
Sono-MIL-53 20 0.70 0.54 0.008
Micro-MIL-88B 19 0.79 0.12 0.007
Sono-MIL-88B 34 0.66 0.13 0.013
Micro-MDC-53 784 0.26 0.98 0.32 1.32 1.59
Sono-MDC-53 947 0.35 1.44 0.38 1.20 2.09
Micro-MDC-88B 627 1.19 0.99 0.35 1.14 1.57
Sono-MDC-88B 650 1.75 0.85 0.43 1.17 1.47
MOF-5-MDC52 1884 — 1.84 0.59 — 2.43
ZIF-8-MDC53 716 — — 0.25 — 2.66
MOF-5-MDC54 2393 — 1.13 0.34 2.7 —
MIL-MDC-80054 628 — 0.54 0.11 0.8 —
C-100055 2872 — 2.06 — 2.60 —
IRMOF-MDC-356 1678 — 2.01 0.66 2.1 —
ZIF-8-C80057 2169 — 1.50 — 2.23 —
SFZ8C-70058 1583 — — — — 2.57
C-80059 464 3 0.25 0.11 — 1.36

Fig. 7 Pore size distribution curves for (a) Fe-MIL-53, (b) Fe-MIL-88B, (c) MDC-53 and (d) MDC-88B. The insets are the pore size distribution curves in
the microporous range.
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MIL-88B samples also displayed a major improvement from
19–34 m2 g�1 to 627–650 m2 g�1 for the corresponding MDCs.
This improvement could be attributed to permanent porosity
derived from direct carbonization.28 Several reports have
reported similar trends due to direct carbonization.50,51

The pore dimension distribution curves for both MIL-53 and
MIL-88B (Fig. 7a and b) showed that the materials possess
hierarchical pores (i.e. micropores and mesopores). The
obtained results are aligned with those described in previous
studies.28,29 Similar to the parent MOF, hierarchical pore
structures are evident for the MDCs but with superior differ-
ential pore volumes as revealed by their pore size distribution
curves (Fig. 7c and d).

3.7. Hydrogen and carbon dioxide adsorption

Taking advantage of the superior textural properties of
the MDCs, their H2 and CO2 uptakes were evaluated. Fig. 8a
presents H2 adsorption–desorption isotherms of the prepared
carbons at 77 K, while Fig. 8b shows CO2 adsorption–
desorption isotherms at 298 K. The absence of a plateau in the
adsorption isotherms, especially in CO2 adsorption isotherms,
indicates that the prepared materials still possess unsaturated
adsorption sites at low pressures, implying a capacity for
significantly enhanced uptakes under elevated pressures. The
hierarchical pores of carbons are advantageous for fast gas

transport, owing to the fact that mesopores act as low-
resistance conduits that facilitate rapid diffusion toward
micropores.60 The hydrogen uptake was reasonable for the
available surface areas. MIL-53 derived carbons displayed
higher adsorption of hydrogen, with the highest uptake being
1.32 wt%, while the highest uptake for MIL-88B derived car-
bons is 1.17 wt%. The Sono-MDC-53 sample exhibited highest
CO2 uptake (2.09 mmol g�1) due to the high availability of
pores. MIL-88B derived carbons displayed relatively low gas
uptakes, with the highest CO2 uptake being 1.57 mmol g�1 for
Micro-MDC-88B (Table 2). After adsorption of the gases,
desorption was performed and complete reversibility was
achieved in all cases in line with a physisorption process
(Fig. 8).

Other studies have previously reported adsorption capacities
for MDCs at 1 bar and 77 K and 298 K for H2 and CO2,
respectively (Table 2).52–59 The porous carbons in those studies
were derived from different types of MOFs (MOF-5, ZIF-8,
IRMOF-3 and MIL-101) with much higher surface areas than
the MIL-53 and MIL-88B MOFs synthesized in this study.
Consequently, the derived carbons generally exhibited larger
surface areas and pore volumes and therefore higher H2 and
CO2 uptake than the MDCs in this study. MDCs derived from
ZIF-8 are nitrogen-functionalized active microporous carbon
and the pyrrolic–N present also contributed to the enhanced

Fig. 8 (a) and (b) Hydrogen and (c) and (d) carbon dioxide uptake of the prepared MDCs at 77 K and 298K, respectively. Desorption data are represented
with open symbols.
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CO2 uptake for ZIF-8-MDC.53 It is also worth noting that unlike
the MOFs used to prepare the MDCs from the literature
reported in Table 2, the MOFs in the current study were
synthesized via unconventional approaches and using waste
precursors.

4. Conclusions

This study utilized waste-derived precursors to synthesize pure-
phase Fe-based MOFs exhibiting a well-defined hexagonal
bipyramidal morphology. Unconventional synthesis routes (i.e.
sonochemical-assisted and microwave-assisted) were employed
for the preparation of the Fe-MOFs, specifically MIL-53 and
MIL-88B. The resulting materials exhibited moderate textural
properties, characterized by relatively low surface areas and
pore volumes, which were attributed to the inherent structural
flexibility of these MOFs. The frameworks principally adopted
narrow-pore or guest-loaded forms, which inherently limited
accessible porosity.

Comprehensive characterization confirmed that the porosity
and surface area of these flexible MOFs can be effectively
enhanced via a direct carbonization approach. The process,
conducted at a relatively low temperature (600 1C), yielded
turbostratic carbon materials with a limited degree of graphi-
tization and controlled defect density. This strategy markedly
enhanced both the porosity and the surface area, with the
highest recorded value of the surface area being 947 m2 g�1.
The resulting porous carbons also demonstrated appreciable
H2 and CO2 adsorption capacities. The highest H2 uptake was
achieved at 1.32 wt% and the maximum CO2 uptake was
achieved at 2.09 mmol g�1. Future work will include cyclic
adsorption–desorption studies to assess the long-term H2 and
CO2 storage performance of these porous carbon materials.
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