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Correction: Development of a carbon quantum
dots-based fluorescent Cu2+ probe suitable for
living cell imaging

Qiang Qu,a Anwei Zhu,a Xiangling Shao,a Guoyue Shib and Yang Tian*a

Correction for ‘Development of a carbon quantum dots-based fluorescent Cu2+ probe suitable for living

cell imaging’ by Qiang Qu et al., Chem. Commun., 2012, 48, 5473–5475, https://doi.org/10.1039/

C2CC31000G.

The authors regret that some incorrect data were included in the original article. Fig. 1A and B contain TEM and AFM images
showing the morphology of the carbon dots. These images were from the authors’ previous work1 and were included in error. The
carbon dots in the two articles were synthesized under the same experimental conditions according to the previously reported
electrochemical method.2 The authors have repeated these experiments and obtained carbon dots with an average size of around
5 nm, consistent with the previous data. These corrected data are shown in Fig. 1 below.

Fig. 1 (A) Representative TEM image of carbon dots (CQDs). (B) AFM topography image of CQDs on a silicon substrate, with the height profile along the
line in the topographic image. (C) IR spectra of the as-prepared (a) CQDs and (b) CQD–TPEA.
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There was also an error in the original supplementary information file. Fig. S4 shows the reaction rate between CQD–TPEA and
Cu2+ at pH 7.0. In the original file, the figure showed data obtained at pH 7.4 in error. The authors have repeated the experiments
at the correct conditions of pH 7.0 and these corrected data are shown in the updated version of the supplementary information
which has been republished. The corrected data in Fig. 1 and Fig. S4 do not affect the results and conclusions of the article.

The Royal Society of Chemistry apologises for these errors and any consequent inconvenience to authors and readers.
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