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Mobile intrinsic point defects for conductive
neutral domain walls in LiNbO3†
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Sverre M. Selbach *

Conductive ferroelectric domain walls (DWs) hold great promise for neuromorphic nanoelectronics as

they can contribute to realize multi-level diodes and nanoscale memristors. Point defects accumulating

at DWs will change the local electrical transport properties. Hence, local, inter-switchable n- and p-type

conductivity at DWs can be achieved through point defect population control. Here, we study the

impact of point defects on the electronic structure at neutral domain walls in LiNbO3 by density

functional theory (DFT). Segregation of Li and O vacancies was found to be energetically favourable

at neutral DWs, implying that charge-compensating electrons or holes can give rise to n- or p-type

conductivity. Changes in the electronic band gap and defect transition levels are discussed with respect

to local property engineering, opening the pathway for reversible tuning between n- and p-type

conduction at neutral ferroelectric DWs. Specifically, the high Curie temperature of LiNbO3 and the

significant calculated mobility of O and Li vacancies suggest that thermal annealing and applied electric

fields can be used experimentally to control point defect populations, and thus enable rewritable

pn-junctions.

1 Introduction

Ferroelectric domain walls (DW) are natural interfaces between
regions with uniform polarisation with a width at the unit
cell level. Enhanced conduction at ferroelectric DWs was first
demonstrated by spatially resolved conductance measurements
of BiFeO3.1 While local changes in the band structure and band
bending induced by DW bound charges2,3 were immediately
recognized as important, it was also early realized that point
defects play a crucial role for the transport behaviour of DWs.1,4–11

Similar to the case of BiFeO3, point defects were associated
with the emergence of DW conduction in various systems,
especially at neutral DWs. For example, point defects at DWs
in PbZrxTi1�xO3,12–14 h-RMnO3

15–20 and LiNbO3,21–26 are typi-
cally reported with reduced formation energies and often alter
electronic transport, DW mobility and DW structure.

Ferroelectric LiNbO3 has been studied extensively for its
DWs27–32 and more recently also because of hyperferroelec-
tricity.33,34 The ground state structure is perovskite with space
group R3c,35 and the measured spontaneous polarisation is
B70 mC cm�2,36,37 and the TC B 1200 1C.38 While the R3c struc-
ture allows 711, 1091 and 1801 DWs,39 as observed in isostructural

BiFeO3,40 the large distortion amplitude of LiNbO3 compared
to aristotype cubic perovskite makes the coercive field for non-
1801 switching prohibitively large, rendering the material a uni-
axial ferroelectric with only two accessible polar directions.41

Consequently, only two different neutral ferroelectric DWs are
possible, commonly referred to as X- and Y-type DWs (Fig. S1,
ESI†). The experimentally observed Y-type neutral DW is the
most stable41 and thus the primary focus of this work.

DWs in LiNbO3 can display record-high conductivity ratio of
1012 higher than the surrounding domains.42 Seminal experi-
ments demonstrated that the DWs enable non-volatile field-
effect transistors,43 memory devices44,45 and memristors.42,46–48

Furthermore, integration of LiNbO3-based DW devices on silicon
has been achieved,44,49,50 emphasizing the imminent application
potential. However, the possibilities carried by point defects for
emergent DW properties in LiNbO3 remains largely unexplored.
As a perovskite with volatile Li occupying the A-site, both oxygen
and lithium vacancies are expected to form. Finite concen-
trations of O or Li vacancies will be charge-compensated by
electrons or holes, giving rise to n- and p-type conductivity,
respectively.

Here, we study neutral 1801 DWs in LiNbO3 using density
functional theory (DFT) to calculate interactions between
intrinsic point defects and DWs. Electronic structure along
with the energetics and mobility of point defects are calculated
and the possibility of reversibly tuning between n- and p-type
conductivity at DWs is evaluated. Both Li and O vacancies are
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found to be relatively mobile and to prefer accumulation at
neutral DWs, where they can reversibly induce p- and n-type
conductivity, respectively. Finally, possible experimental rea-
lisation of this potential by thermal annealing and applied
electric fields is discussed.

2 Results
2.1 Domain walls

We begin with the structure of neutral Y-type domain walls in
LiNbO3. The calculated reference bulk properties presented in
the ESI† agree with previous studies.35,37,51

Y-type DWs have a lower calculated energy (141 mJ m�2)
than X-type (158 mJ m�2), implying that Y-type DWs in the {xx0}
planes are more stable41 (Fig. S1, ESI†), thus only Y-type DWs
are studied here. For referense, DW energies reported for
neutral 1801 DWs in PbTiO3, BaTiO3, YMnO3 and YGaO3 of
132,52 7.552 and 1153 and 13–1554 mJ m�2, respectively, are all
lower than for LiNbO3, following an expected correlation
between polarisation magnitude and DW energy.6 In isostruc-
tural BiFeO3 a large DW energy of 829 mJ m�2 for 1801 DWs has
been reported,6 likely reflecting octahedral deformations and
rotations across the DWs in BiFeO3,6 which are not observed
across DWs in LiNbO3.

The calculated narrow DWs in LiNbO3, with bulk structure
almost fully restored about 7 Å away, agree with previous DFT
studies,55,56 and is expected from the high TC as the wall width
is proportional to |T–TC|�1/2.57 Polarisation from a point charge
model with formal charges, and Nb–O bond lengths, are dis-
played as a function of distance from a DW in Fig. 1(a) and (b),
respectively. The deviation from bulk polarisation at the DWs
diminishes abruptly and is almost gone about 4 Å from the DW.

Across the DW, Nb ions shift their location within the Nb–O
octahedra, as seen in Fig. 1(b), implying that three of the Nb–O
bonds contract from more than 2.1 Å to less than 1.9 Å, and
opposite for the remaining three Nb–O bonds in the octahedra.

The layer-resolved electronic DOS across a DW is displayed
in Fig. 2. The DOSes in the middle of the domains is very
similar to that of bulk and the band gap is reduced by 0.41 eV at
the DWs compared to bulk (ESI,† Fig. S3). As the structure
approaches non-polar R%3c structure at the DW, overlap between
Op and Nbd (t2g) becomes less favourable, and valence band
(VB) bonding states stabilised by second-order Jahn–Teller
effect becomes less stable while anti-bonding states in the
conduction band (CB) are shifted down in energy. The net
result is a smaller band gap, with a larger contribution from CB
minimum (CBM) lowering than raising of VB maximum (VBM).

The conduction band is significantly wider in energy at the
DW than in bulk, but with no significant changes in band
curvature (Fig. S7, ESI†). Degenerate bands at the CBM in the
G-point in bulk become more localised at the DW, with the least
curvy band being the one with the lowest energy. From these
electronic structure features we can expect enhanced conduc-
tivity at the neutral Y-type DWs, with smaller band gap as the
main contribution.

2.2 Point defects in bulk

Before examining point defects at DWs, we first examine the
stability and mobility of common point defects in bulk LiNbO3.
The thermodynamic transition level diagram, in Fig. 3, shows
calculated defect formation energies, using the PBEsol func-
tional, and chemical potentials resembling synthesis in air, as a
function of the Fermi energy. The calculated stability region is
displayed in ESI,† Fig. S10 and transition level diagrams for the
edges of the stability region are shown in ESI,† Fig. S12. Defect
formation energies do not change significantly with the HSE06
functional (ESI,† Fig. S13). The most important intrinsic defects
in LiNbO3 are predicted to be NbLi, VLi and Lii throughout the
entire stability window. The presence of NbLi and VLi are also
reported from NMR experiments58 and DFT calculations.59,60

The formation energy of VO at the Fermi level is significantly
higher than the previously mentioned defects, but it is also
significantly lower than the rest of the defects investigated. The
transition level diagrams in ESI,† Fig. S12 and S13 show
relatively similar results for the different sets of chemical
potentials except for the position of the Fermi level, which is
located more than 1 eV from the band edges for the entire
stability window.

All transition levels are within the band gap, and most
defects show either deep acceptor or donor behaviour. Calcula-
tions with PBEsol give a transition level of VLi close to the
valence band maximum (VBM), but more than 1 eV into the
band gap for the HSE06 calculations. A similar result is also
displayed in the calculated electronic defect DOS-es, displayed
in Fig. S9 (ESI†). PBEsol shows the charge compensating hole
being in the valence band (VB) while the HSE06 calculations
show the hole in the middle of the band gap. The partial charge
densities of the unoccupied state resulting from PBEsol and

Fig. 1 Structural parameters for a 160 atom Y-type DW cell as a function
of distance from the domain wall. Panel (a) displays polarisation calculated
using the point charge model, and panel (b) shows Nb–O bond lengths.
The domain wall cell is displayed at the top with the DW marked by the
solid black line, with oxygen atoms omitted for clarity.
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HSE06 are displayed in ESI,† Fig. S14 and S15, respectively.
The HSE06 calculations clearly result in the localisation of the
hole while the hole in the PBEsol calculation is delocalised over
several O ions. The HSE06 functional is known to more
correctly localise holes and electrons,61,62 and should in prin-
ciple give more correct results than PBEsol. In general, all
transition levels found using the HSE06 functional lie deeper
in the band gap than those found with PBEsol. As seen in the
DOS plots in ESI,† Fig. S9, all defects investigated using HSE06
result in states localised well within the band gap.

From CI-NEB calculations, VLi and VO show migration
barriers of B1.14 and B0.82 eV for both charged and neutral
cells, respectively, as displayed in Fig. 4. DFT-calculated migra-
tion barriers of VO in perovskites are typically in the range of
0.5–0.9 eV.63–65 The migration barrier of VO in LiNbO3 falls in
the higher end of this range, likely due to the high positive
charge of Nb which is expected to impede the oxygen mobility.
In Li solid-state electrolytes, reported migration barriers of
VLi are often under 0.4 eV,66,67 considerably lower than the
migration barrier calculated for LiNbO3 here, and than values
reported in literature.68 In addition, the migration barrier of
VLi, in LiNbO3, is substantially larger than the migration barrier
of VO. This may be explained by the difference in interatomic
distances; the O–O distance is B2.65 Å, while the Li–Li dis-
tance, of B3.78 Å, is significantly longer. Importantly, the
calculated migration barriers are still sufficiently low to allow
self-diffusion and field-migration of both VLi and VO below TC.

2.3 Point defects at Y-type domain walls

All point defects investigated show a propensity for accumulat-
ing at DWs, indicated by the lower lying dotted (at DW) and

Fig. 2 Layer resolved electronic density of states for the 160 atom domain wall cell calculated using the PBEsol functional. The middle half of the
domain wall cell is displayed to the right and aligned with the corresponding layers from which the DOS-es are extracted.

Fig. 3 Thermodynamic transition levels for intrinsic defects, calculated
for bulk (solid lines), close to (dashed lines) and at (dotted lines) a domain
wall. The numbers in the parenthesis are the distances concerning the VO.
Calculations were performed using PBEsol and the vertical faded black line
is the calculated Fermi level. The defect formation energies are plotted as a
function of the energy from the VBM to about 0.5 eV above the CBM of the
bulk structure and calculated with mO = �2.0 eV and corresponding
chemical potentials of Li and Nb.
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dashed (close to DW) lines in Fig. 3 (and ESI,† Fig. S18). The
shaded grey and green areas indicate the conduction band at
the DW and in bulk, respectively. VLi, VO and Lii show the
lowest formation energy at the DW for all charge states. NbLi, in
the +4 charge state, displays a lower formation energy at the
second row from the DW, in agreement with previous work.25,69

All donor defects are more shallow at the DW, but the
transition level of the only acceptor defect investigated, VLi, is
slightly deeper at the DW. VO shows the largest reduction in
formation energy of �0.80 eV in neutral cells and the changes
in defect formation energies from bulk are displayed in Table 1.
The reduction in formation energy of donor defects in neutral
cells calculated in this work is significantly larger than values
reported for other oxides, e.g. B 0.1,70 0.12,18 �0.02371 and
�0.29971 eV for VO in h-LuFeO3, h-YMnO3, BaTiO3 and PbTiO3,
respectively. Acceptor defects and defects in charge compen-
sated cells show segregation energies closer to what is expec-
ted from strain fields associated with the domain walls,72

indicating that the reduced energy of the CBM significantly
affects the formation energy of donor defects in neutral cells.
LiNbO3 is thus a promising model system for the purpose of
having mobile intrinsic donor and acceptor point defects which
will accumulate at DWs in order to induce local n-type and
p-type conductivity, respectively. The technological potential of
such a model ferroelectric material is discussed further below.

2.4 Domain wall mobility

DW migration barriers calculated in the absence and presence
of point defects, displayed in Fig. 5, show that NbLi will result in
strong DW pinning, in agreement with Lee et al.73 Furthermore,
the presence of VLi and VO changes the migration barriers
compared to the pristine structure. Locally, these migration
barriers do not increase significantly compared to the calcu-
lated value from the pristine cell, although a global minimum
in energy is found when the defects are close to the DW,
reflecting their mutual affinity. Surprisingly, the local energy
barrier for DW migration is not increased by VLi and VO,
implying that a thermodynamic driving force for segregation
at a DW does not necessarily imply strong pinning by a point
defect. Considering the DW energy in ESI,† Fig. S1(b), the
energy required to move the Y-type DW (34.6 mJ m�2), in the
pristine cell, is about 1/4 of the energy needed to form the DW.
With a NbLi defect in the cell, the energy needed to move the
DW past the defect exceeds the energy required to form the
DW. Migration barriers reported for neutral 1801 DWs for
h-YMnO3 and PbTiO3 of B3053,74 and 37 mJ m�2 52 are of
similar magnitude to our calculated values for pristine LiNbO3.
Far away from the point defect, the DW migration barriers for
the charged defect cells closely resembles the DW migration
barrier of the pristine cell. This is also true for neutral VLi, but
not for the donor defects, indicating that even larger cells
would have been needed in order to properly restore bulk
values. For comparison with the segregation energies, the
migration barriers are also plotted in eV in Fig. S19 (ESI†).

3 Discussion

The reduced band gap at the DWs increases the probability
of charge carrier excitation across the band gap, and thus
increased local conductivity can be expected from a higher
local charge carrier concentration. Accumulation of VO and VLi

also creates an electrostatic driving force for accumulation of
charge-compensating electrons and holes, respectively, even
if the deep defect state positions within the band gap are
not optimal for electron or hole accumulation. The effective
masses of electrons and holes, inferred from the curvature of
the conduction and valence bands, respectively, do not change
significantly at DWs compared to bulk. Reduced band degen-
eracy and lowering in the energy of the flat band at the CBM
indicate subtly reduced mobility of electrons, hence enhanced
n-type conductivity at DWs must rely on a sufficient increase
in local electron concentration in the conduction band to
compensate the lower mobility.

Fig. 4 Migration barriers for both neutral and charged VLi and VO in the
LiNbO3 bulk structure. Energy, normalised to the initial structure, is plotted
as a function of the distance moved by the defect. The charge of the
charged cells including VLi and VO are �1 and +2, respectively.

Table 1 Point defect segregation enthalpies close to and at Y-type DWs.
The numbers in the header describe the distance from the DW. The
numbers in the parentheses show the distance from the DW to the O
vacancies

Energy difference (eV)

1.3 (0.3) Å 3.9 (2.2) Å

Defect Neutral Charged Neutral Charged

VLi �0.16 �0.09 �0.13 �0.08
Lii �0.46 �0.12 �0.33 �0.03
NbLi �0.63 0.00 �0.58 �0.06
VO �0.80 �0.15 �0.69 �0.06

Paper Journal of Materials Chemistry C

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 1

1 
Se

pt
em

be
r 

20
24

. D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

on
 6

/2
2/

20
26

 4
:5

4:
33

 P
M

. 
 T

hi
s 

ar
tic

le
 is

 li
ce

ns
ed

 u
nd

er
 a

 C
re

at
iv

e 
C

om
m

on
s 

A
ttr

ib
ut

io
n 

3.
0 

U
np

or
te

d 
L

ic
en

ce
.

View Article Online

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d4tc02856b


This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2024 J. Mater. Chem. C, 2024, 12, 17099–17107 |  17103

Compared to the present study of neutral Y-type DWs, the
band gap reduction at charged head-to-head (HH) and tail-to-
tail (TT) DWs in LiNbO3 of B1.5 eV is much larger.75 Addition-
ally, a significant increase in band curvature was also found at
the DWs, explaining why DWs with an inclination angle, and
thus also some HH character, show a greater conductivity than
what we can predict in this study for neutral DWs.

As a result of the reduced CBM, a significant reduction in
defect formation energies of neutral donor defects is observed
at the DW, displayed in Fig. 3, thus shifting the transition levels
towards the middle of the band gap. Comparing this change to
the reduction of the CBM, all donor defects investigated show a
more shallow transition level at the DW than in bulk. As a
result, the probability of excitation of electrons from the n-type
defects states to the conduction band, is enhanced at the DW.
However, the predicted transition levels are still not ideally
situated within the band gap for maximizing the DW conduc-
tivity, but nevertheless we can foresee a significant ratio in DW
to bulk conductivity. As the VBM does not change at the DW, no
large change in defect formation energy is observed for neutral
VLi. The transition level of this defect is, as previously stated,
slightly deeper at the DW, but this may be an artefact of PBEsol
not easily localising the hole on O 2p, and more so in bulk than
at the domain wall. With this in mind, the transition level in
bulk should be slightly deeper than what we calculate and very
similar to the transition level at the DW.

In bulk, VLi, NbLi and Lii, followed by VO have been shown
to be the defects with the lowest formation energies. Due to

expected Li loss during synthesis, Lii are not expected to be
found to any large extent in experiments. The formation energy
of VO is relatively high compared to the other defects, but
carefully annealing LiNbO3 in H2-containing atmosphere
should result in the formation of a finite concentration of VO.
Higher temperature and pO2 will favour VO formation because
of entropy and le Chatelier’s principle, respectively. Unlike VLi

and NbLi, VO formation is fully reversible by low temperature
annealing in high pO2. Point defect formation energies are
lower at DWs than in bulk, reflecting that the local DW
structure is different from bulk. As point defects, like DWs,
distort the local structure, accumulation of point defects at
DWs maximizes the total volume of unperturbed bulk material
in the system, thus minimizing the total energy.17,74

Based on the calculated migration barriers for VLi and VO we
expect them to be mobile in an applied external electric field.
However, a migration barrier of 0.82 eV for VO is relatively large
and implies negligible self-diffusion at room temperature.
Hence, annealing is likely necessary to enable sufficient point
defect mobility to allow the energetically favourable accumula-
tion to take place on a reasonable time scale. Note that the high
TC of B1200 1C implies that the strain fields surrounding
neutral DWs survive to sufficiently high temperatures to allow
self-diffusion of VLi and VO, and thus also their segregation to
DWs. Applied electric fields can in principle drive accumulation
or depletion of point defects e.g. where a scanning probe
microscopy (SPM) tip is applied. Any field-induced accumula-
tion or depletion can in turn be progressively reversed by

Fig. 5 Domain wall migration barriers with and without a point defect in the domain wall cell. The top panel shows a domain wall moving four times
without any defects in the cell. The three other panels show similar DW movement, but with a single VLi, NbLi or VO in the cell, respectively. The position of
the point defects is marked by the filled circles. The planar defect density is B0.012 Å�2 or 0.25 per formula unit.
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annealing at progressively higher temperatures as configura-
tional entropy will favour an even spatial distribution of point
defects. Naturally, the DWs themselves are more mobile than
the point defects, and can thus be moved by lower applied
electric fields than those necessary for accumulating or deplet-
ing a local region of point defects. Herein lies an unexplored
potential for reversibly engineering local properties by SPM, in
analogy with our previous work on writing conducting regions
by electric field-induced anti-Frenkel defects in h-RMnO3.76

We stress that the presence of mobile intrinsic point defects
of opposite charge is not restricted to VLi and VO in LiNbO3. For
oxides, VPb in PbTiO3, and VBi in BiFeO3, are expected to be
reasonably mobile cation vacancies with negative relative
charge. Furthermore, point defects are generally more mobile
in halide perovskites with larger ions with smaller formal
charges,77 hence ABX3 halide perovskite where A is an alkali
metal cation and X is a halide anion should in principle also
show promise for engineering DW functionality by accumula-
tion of mobile intrinsic point defects. An open question is how
the inherent electric field from ferroelectric polarisation will
affect the point defect distributions as both elastic fields from
neutral DWs and electric fields from polarisation will benefit
from screening by vacancies.

Our results, predicting relatively poor conductivity of neutral
DWs, agree with experimental observations.27,28 However, as we
see a trend of shallower defect levels of n-type defects with
decreasing energy of the CBM together with the fact that head-
to-head DWs show drastically reduced energy of the CBM,75 one
should in principle be able to make slightly inclined DWs
where n-type conductivity easily can be tuned by altering the
VO concentration at the DWs with an external electric field.
Furthermore, experimentally neutral DWs created by poling
often result in slightly inclined DWs.78

Investigations of DW mobility reveal NbLi acting as pinning
points for Y-type DWs, and thus with an increasing concen-
tration of NbLi an increased coercive field is expected. This
interaction can easily be explained by the very low mobility of
Nb ions in the structure. As the DW moves, Li ions move a
notable distance, while Nb and O ions do not. The presence of
NbLi requires a comparatively immobile Nb ion to move the same
distance as the Li ions, thereby increasing the barrier for DW
migration. Apart from the reduced defect formation energies at the
DWs, VLi and VO do not cause any additional pinning of the DWs.

To summarise, both VLi and VO are predicted to be mobile
under applied electric fields at ambient temperature, in prin-
ciple enabling manipulation of local point defect populations.
Furthermore, both VLi and VO are predicted to accumulate at
neutral ferroelectric DWs and thus favour accumulation of
holes and electrons, respectively. The significantly reduced
band gap at DWs of about 0.41 eV also support the potential
for making memristive p-type or n-type DWs in LiNbO3 as well
as rewritable pn-junctions. However, it should be noted that the
deep defect energy levels in the band gap are not ideal for
enhancing the DW conductivity and applied electric fields are
expected to be necessary to excite electrons and holes to give
significant DW conduction.

4 Conclusion

All defects investigated display an affinity for Y-type DWs, due
to the inherent strain fields associated with the DWs. Both
VLi and VO have been shown to be relatively mobile in the bulk
structure and thus an accumulation of defects at the DWs is
possible through annealing. Furthermore, investigations of DW
mobility have reviled that NbLi will act as strong pinning points,
while VLi and VO will not.

A significant reduction in the CBM and band gap at DWs is
observed and explained by a reduced second-order Jahn–Teller
effect due to the polarisation inversion over the DW. Moreover,
the reduction in the CBM results in a drastic reduction in the
formation energy of donor defects in neutral cells, and more
shallow transition levels of these defects.

We propose that neutral Y-type DWs in LiNbO3 can in
principle be made reversibly n- and p-type conducting as mobile
positive and negative intrinsic point defects can accumulate at
the DWs. This implies locally enhanced charge carrier concen-
trations and thus enhanced DW conductivity compared to bulk.
However, the deep transition levels of both VLi and VO as well as
the relatively flat band edges are not optimal for enhancing
the electronic conductivity and model materials with smaller
band gaps and shallower defect transition levels should be
explored further for designing memristive DWs and rewritable
pn-junctions at DWs.

5 Computational methods

Density functional theory (DFT) calculations have been per-
formed with VASP79–81 using the projector-argument wave
method (PAW)82 to describe interactions between cores and
the following valence electrons (Li: (1s2, 2s1), Nb: (3s2, 3p6, 4s2,
4d3), O: (2s2, 2p4)). Both the PBEsol83 and HSE0684 were used
for electronic structure and defect calculations for bulk LiNbO3,
while only PBEsol was used for large DW supercells with
hundreds of atoms because of the trade-off between accuracy
and cost.61,62 A plane-wave energy cutoff of 700 eV was used for
all calculations.

First, an initial optimisation of lattice parameters, angles
and atomic positions was performed on the primitive structure
(10 atoms). A G-centred k-point mesh of 5 � 5 � 5 was used for
the 10 atoms rhombohedral unit cell with geometry relaxations
until the force on all atoms was less than 0.1 meV Å�1 with both
PBEsol and HSE06. Electronic structure was only calculated for
Y-type DWs where the band structure was unfolded using the
Easyunfold script85 onto the primitive unit cell.86 Spontaneous
polarisation was calculated using the point charge model with
formal charges and Born effective charges (BEC) with both
PBEsol and HSE06 as well as with the Berry phase method87

(ESI,† Fig. S2). BEC were calculated with density functional
perturbation theory with PBEsol.

An X-type neutral DW cell was created using a 1 � 8 � 1
expansion of the conventional cell with two domains of 20.5 Å
each. A Y-type DW cell was constructed by expanding a 20-atom
cell (displayed in ESI,† Fig. S16) with the Y-type DW parallel to

Paper Journal of Materials Chemistry C

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 1

1 
Se

pt
em

be
r 

20
24

. D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

on
 6

/2
2/

20
26

 4
:5

4:
33

 P
M

. 
 T

hi
s 

ar
tic

le
 is

 li
ce

ns
ed

 u
nd

er
 a

 C
re

at
iv

e 
C

om
m

on
s 

A
ttr

ib
ut

io
n 

3.
0 

U
np

or
te

d 
L

ic
en

ce
.

View Article Online

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d4tc02856b


This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2024 J. Mater. Chem. C, 2024, 12, 17099–17107 |  17105

the a–b plane, with two domains of 20.5 Å each. G-Centred
k-points meshes of 5 � 1 � 2 and 3 � 4 � 1 were used for the
X- and Y-type DW cells, respectively, and the geometries were
relaxed until all forces on the ions were less than 0.01 eV Å�1.

The mobility of Y-type DWs was studied in pristine well as in
the presence of intrinsic point defects using the climbing
image nudged elastic band method (ciNEB)88,89 method with
5 images. For DW mobility calculations, the Y-type DW parallel
to the a–b plane was constructed by a 1 � 1 � 8 expansion of a
40-atom cell (ESI,† Fig. S17) and G-centred k-point meshes of
3 � 3 � 1 were used. The ciNEB calculations were relaxed until
all forces were less 0.03 eV Å�1.

Defect calculations were performed with PBEsol and HSE06
on 120 and 80 atom supercells, respectively (ESI,† Fig. S8). Ions
were relaxed until forces on all atoms were less than 0.01 eV Å�1

with G-centred k-points meshes of 3 � 3 � 2 and 2 � 2 � 2 for
PBEsol and HSE06 calculations, respectively. Calculations of
defects at and close to Y-type DWs were done with a 2 � 2 � 8
expansion of the 20-atom cell (ESI,† Fig. S16) and a G-centred
k-points mesh of 2 � 2 � 1 with ions relaxed until the forces
were less than 0.02 eV Å�1.

Defect formation energies were calculated using90

DHFðD; qÞ ¼ EDðqÞ � EH þ
X

i

niðEi þ miÞ

þq EF þ Evbm þ Epot
corr

� �
þ EIC

corr þ EBF
corr

(1)

where q is the charge of defect D, and ED(q) and EH are the
energy of the defect cell and the host cell, respectively.P
i

ni Ei þ mið Þ is the sum of the energies of elements removed

from the structure, where ni, Ei and mi are the number, the
reference energy and the chemical potential of element i. EF is
the Fermi level, EVBM is the reference energy of the valence band
maximum (VBM), and Epot

corr, EIC
corr and EBF

corr are different types of
correction schemes needed due to the finite supercell size. The
potential alignment correction, Epot

corr, aligns the defect potential
to that of the bulk, and the image charge correction, EIC

corr,
corrects for the long-range nature of Coulomb interactions,91

adapted for non-cubic cells.92 The band filling correction, EBF
corr,

corrects for unphysical filling of electrons in the conduction
band and holes in the valence band, respectively.91,93

The chemical potential limits analysis program (CPLAP)94

was used to find the thermodynamic stability regions of
LiNbO3. The intermediate mO of �1.5 eV was chosen to reflect
typical growth conditions for single crystals (1240 1C) using the
Czochralski method. The Fermi level was determined self-
consistently using the SC-FERMI script by Buckeridge,95 which
uses charge neutrality and equilibrium defect concentrations.
More details of the chemical potentials used and the Fermi
level are provided in the ESI.†

The mobility of VLi and VO was studied using the ciNEB88,89

method with the 120-atom cell and PBEsol and 5 images and a
spring constant of 5 eV�2 for both neutral and charged cells.
Here, ions were relaxed until all forces on ions were less than
0.01 eV Å�1.
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47 C. Godau, T. Kämpfe, A. Thiessen, L. M. Eng and A.
Haußmann, ACS Nano, 2017, 11, 4816–4824.

48 H. Lu, Y. Tan, J. P. V. McConville, Z. Ahmadi, B. Wang,
M. Conroy, K. Moore, U. Bangert, J. E. Shield, L.-Q. Chen, J. M.
Gregg and A. Gruverman, Adv. Mater., 2019, 31, 1902890.

49 C. Wang, T. Wang, W. Zhang, J. Jiang, L. Chen and A. Jiang,
Nano Res., 2022, 15, 3606–3613.

50 B. Shen, H. Sun, X. Hu, J. Sun, J. Jiang, Z. Zhang and
A. Jiang, Adv. Funct. Mater., 2024, 2315954.

Paper Journal of Materials Chemistry C

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 1

1 
Se

pt
em

be
r 

20
24

. D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

on
 6

/2
2/

20
26

 4
:5

4:
33

 P
M

. 
 T

hi
s 

ar
tic

le
 is

 li
ce

ns
ed

 u
nd

er
 a

 C
re

at
iv

e 
C

om
m

on
s 

A
ttr

ib
ut

io
n 

3.
0 

U
np

or
te

d 
L

ic
en

ce
.

View Article Online

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d4tc02856b


This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2024 J. Mater. Chem. C, 2024, 12, 17099–17107 |  17107

51 A. Savage, J. Appl. Phys., 1966, 37, 3071–3072.
52 B. Meyer and D. Vanderbilt, Phys. Rev. B: Condens. Matter

Mater. Phys., 2002, 65, 104111.
53 Y. Kumagai and N. A. Spaldin, Nat. Commun., 2013, 4, 1540.
54 D. R. Småbråten, A. Nakata, D. Meier, T. Miyazaki and

S. M. Selbach, Phys. Rev. B, 2020, 102, 144103.
55 D. Lee, R. K. Behera, P. Wu, H. Xu, Y. L. Li, S. B. Sinnott,

S. R. Phillpot, L. Q. Chen and V. Gopalan, Phys. Rev. B:
Condens. Matter Mater. Phys., 2009, 80, 060102.

56 D. Lee, H. Xu, V. Dierolf, V. Gopalan and S. R. Phillpot, Phys.
Rev. B: Condens. Matter Mater. Phys., 2010, 82, 014104.

57 E. K. Salje, Phase Transitions in Ferroelastic and Co-elastic
Crystals, Cambridge University Press, 1991.

58 A. Yatsenko, E. Ivanova and N. Sergeev, Phys. B, 1997, 240,
254–262.

59 H. Xu, D. Lee, J. He, S. B. Sinnott, V. Gopalan, V. Dierolf and
S. R. Phillpot, Phys. Rev. B: Condens. Matter Mater. Phys.,
2008, 78, 174103.

60 Y. Li, W. G. Schmidt and S. Sanna, Phys. Rev. B: Condens.
Matter Mater. Phys., 2014, 89, 094111.

61 B. G. Janesko, T. M. Henderson and G. E. Scuseria, Phys.
Chem. Chem. Phys., 2009, 11, 443–454.

62 A. J. Garza and G. E. Scuseria, J. Phys. Chem. Lett., 2016, 7,
4165–4170.

63 R. Rauschen and R. A. De Souza, Phys. Rev. Mater., 2022,
6, L111401.

64 T. Mizoguchi, N. Takahashi and H.-S. Lee, Appl. Phys. Lett.,
2011, 98, 091909.

65 S. V. Inge, A. Pandey, U. Ganguly and A. Bhattacharya, Phys.
Rev. B, 2023, 108, 035114.

66 K. Meier, T. Laino and A. Curioni, J. Phys. Chem. C, 2014,
118, 6668–6679.

67 T. H. Wan and F. Ciucci, ACS Appl. Energy Mater., 2021, 4,
7930–7941.

68 C. Kofahl, L. Dörrer, B. Muscutt, S. Sanna, S. Hurskyy,
U. Yakhnevych, Y. Suhak, H. Fritze, S. Ganschow and
H. Schmidt, Phys. Rev. Mater., 2023, 7, 033403.

69 D. Lee, J. Korean Ceram. Soc., 2016, 53, 312–316.
70 P. Barrozo, D. R. SmÅbrÅten, Y.-L. Tang, B. Prasad, S.

Saremi, R. Ozgur, V. Thakare, R. A. Steinhardt, M. E. Holtz,
V. A. Stoica, L. W. Martin, D. G. Schlom, S. M. Selbach and
R. Ramesh, Adv. Mater., 2020, 32, 2000508.

71 X. Y. Li, Q. Yang, J. X. Cao, L. Z. Sun, Q. X. Peng, Y. C. Zhou
and R. X. Zhang, J. Phys. Chem. C, 2018, 122, 3091–3100.

72 X. He, S. Li, X. Ding, J. Sun, S. M. Selbach and E. K. Salje,
Acta Mater., 2019, 178, 26–35.

73 D. Lee, V. Gopalan and S. R. Phillpot, Appl. Phys. Lett., 2016,
109, 082905.

74 D. R. Småbråten, T. S. Holstad, D. M. Evans, Z. Yan,
E. Bourret, D. Meier and S. M. Selbach, Phys. Rev. Res.,
2020, 2, 033159.

75 S. Liu and R. E. Cohen, J. Phys.: Condens. Matter, 2017, 29,
244003.

76 D. M. Evans, T. S. Holstad, A. B. Mosberg, D. R. Småbråten,
P. E. Vullum, A. L. Dadlani, K. Shapovalov, Z. Yan,
E. Bourret, D. Gao, J. Akola, J. Torgersen, A. T. J. van Hel-
voort, S. M. Selbach and D. Meier, Nat. Mater., 2020, 19,
1195–1200.

77 C. Eames, J. M. Frost, P. R. F. Barnes, B. C. O’Regan,
A. Walsh and M. S. Islam, Nat. Commun., 2015, 6, 7497.

78 V. Y. Shur, E. L. Rumyantsev, E. V. Nikolaeva and E. I.
Shishkin, Appl. Phys. Lett., 2000, 77, 3636–3638.

79 G. Kresse and J. Hafner, Phys. Rev. B: Condens. Matter Mater.
Phys., 1993, 47, 558–561.

80 G. Kresse and J. Furthmüller, Comput. Mater. Sci., 1996, 6,
15–50.

81 G. Kresse and J. Furthmüller, Phys. Rev. B: Condens. Matter
Mater. Phys., 1996, 54, 11169–11186.

82 G. Kresse and D. Joubert, Phys. Rev. B: Condens. Matter
Mater. Phys., 1999, 59, 1758–1775.

83 J. P. Perdew, A. Ruzsinszky, G. I. Csonka, O. A. Vydrov,
G. E. Scuseria, L. A. Constantin, X. Zhou and K. Burke, Phys.
Rev. Lett., 2008, 100, 136406.

84 A. V. Krukau, O. A. Vydrov, A. F. Izmaylov and G. E. Scuseria,
J. Chem. Phys., 2006, 125, 224106.

85 B. Zhu, S. R. Kavanagh and D. Scanlon, Open Source Softw.,
2024, 9, 5974.

86 V. Popescu and A. Zunger, Phys. Rev. B: Condens. Matter
Mater. Phys., 2012, 85, 085201.

87 N. A. Spaldin, J. Solid State Chem., 2012, 195, 2–10.
88 G. Henkelman, B. P. Uberuaga and H. Jónsson, J. Chem.

Phys., 2000, 113, 9901–9904.
89 G. Henkelman and H. Jónsson, J. Chem. Phys., 2000, 113,

9978–9985.
90 C. Freysoldt, B. Grabowski, T. Hickel, J. Neugebauer,

G. Kresse, A. Janotti and C. G. Van de Walle, Rev. Mod.
Phys., 2014, 86, 253–305.

91 S. Lany and A. Zunger, Phys. Rev. B: Condens. Matter Mater.
Phys., 2008, 78, 235104.

92 S. T. Murphy and N. D. M. Hine, Phys. Rev. B: Condens.
Matter Mater. Phys., 2013, 87, 094111.

93 C. G. Van de Walle and J. Neugebauer, J. Appl. Phys., 2004,
95, 3851–3879.

94 J. Buckeridge, D. Scanlon, A. Walsh and C. Catlow, Comput.
Phys. Commun., 2014, 185, 330–338.

95 J. Buckeridge, Comput. Phys. Commun., 2019, 244, 329–342.

Journal of Materials Chemistry C Paper

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 1

1 
Se

pt
em

be
r 

20
24

. D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

on
 6

/2
2/

20
26

 4
:5

4:
33

 P
M

. 
 T

hi
s 

ar
tic

le
 is

 li
ce

ns
ed

 u
nd

er
 a

 C
re

at
iv

e 
C

om
m

on
s 

A
ttr

ib
ut

io
n 

3.
0 

U
np

or
te

d 
L

ic
en

ce
.

View Article Online

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d4tc02856b



