
Journal of
Materials Chemistry A

PAPER

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 0

1 
M

ar
ch

 2
02

4.
 D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
on

 6
/2

6/
20

24
 7

:4
6:

42
 P

M
. 

 T
hi

s 
ar

tic
le

 is
 li

ce
ns

ed
 u

nd
er

 a
 C

re
at

iv
e 

C
om

m
on

s 
A

ttr
ib

ut
io

n-
N

on
C

om
m

er
ci

al
 3

.0
 U

np
or

te
d 

L
ic

en
ce

.

View Article Online
View Journal  | View Issue
Fe-doped a-MnO
aDivision of Fuel Cell & Battery, Dalian Nati

Institute of Chemical Physics, Chinese Acad

E-mail: edwang@dicp.ac.cn
bEnergy Administration of Inner Mongolia A

† Electronic supplementary informa
https://doi.org/10.1039/d3ta07587g

Cite this: J. Mater. Chem. A, 2024, 12,
8167

Received 8th December 2023
Accepted 1st February 2024

DOI: 10.1039/d3ta07587g

rsc.li/materials-a

This journal is © The Royal Society o
2/rGO cathode material for zinc
ion batteries with long lifespan and high areal
capacity†
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Currently, research interest in aqueous zinc ion batteries (ZIBs) has surged throughout the world owing to

their merits of high theoretical energy density, high safety and low cost. However, the lack of suitable

cathode materials with high energy density and cycling stability has severely restricted the further

development and practical application of ZIBs. Herein, we propose a facile Fe heteroatom doping and

rGO external coating modification strategy for preparing an Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO cathode material

with excellent kinetic performance and structural stability for ZIBs. The introduction of heterogeneous Fe

increased carrier concentration and induced Mn-defects in the a-MnO2 lattice, which not only improved

electronic conductivity, but also attenuated electrostatic interactions during the process of Zn2+ ion

insertion/extraction. Furthermore, the coated rGO layer with a thickness of about 4 nm significantly

suppressed the dissolution of Mn2+ ions and volume expansion during cycles. Consequently, it delivered

a high specific capacity of 167.7 mA h g−1 at 1 A g−1 after 2000 cycles and an excellent rate capacity of

62.5 mA h g−1 at 15 A g−1. Encouragingly, an imposing areal capacity of 32.8 mA h cm−2 and a specific

capacity of 164.2 mA h g−1 were observed at 0.05C (1C = 308 mA h g−1) for a highly active material

loading of 200 mg cm−2.
Introduction

Aqueous zinc-ion batteries (ZIBs) have developed into a prom-
ising energy storage battery system with an inherent nature of
high safety, high energy density and environmental
friendliness.1–3 As is well known, metal Zn anodes have the
advantages of low redox potential (−0.76 V vs. the standard
hydrogen electrode (SHE)), high theoretical capacity
(820 mA h g−1, and 5855 mA h cm−3), high compatibility/
stability, and abundant natural reserves.4,5 Besides, mild
aqueous electrolytes are non-ammable and have higher
conductivity and lower cost compared with organic
electrolytes.6–8 Although ZIBs are considered one of the most
effective ways to utilize zinc metal resources and are available to
meet the growing market demands for high-performance
energy storage devices at a low cost, the lack of suitable excel-
lent cathode materials for the storage of Zn ions has seriously
limited the further development of ZIBs.9,10

Compared with conventional materials analogous to Prus-
sian blue (low capacities, <100 mA h g−1) and burgeoning
onal Laboratory for Clean Energy, Dalian

emy of Sciences, Dalian 116023, China.

utonomous Region, China

tion (ESI) available. See DOI:

f Chemistry 2024
vanadium-based materials (having low operating voltages,
∼0.6–0.7 V versus Zn),11–15 alpha manganese oxide (a-MnO2) has
been receiving more attention because of its high theoretical
capacity of 308 mA h g−1 (only considering the insertion of Zn2+

ions) and higher working voltage (∼1.3–1.4 V versus Zn).16–18

Unfortunately, it delivers poor kinetic performance due to its
low electronic conductivity of 10−4 to 10−3 S m−1 and the strong
electrostatic interactions between Zn2+ ions and its host
lattice.6,19 Moreover, its poor cycling stability, which is due to
the dissolution of Mn2+ ions in aqueous electrolytes, and the
structure collapse during cycles are troublesome.20–22 To date,
the most conventional modication means to overcome these
deciencies are the formation of composites with highly
conductive matrix materials such as graphene and its deriva-
tives6,23,24 and surface modication using conducting poly-
mers.16,25 Besides these external splicing modications, doping
heterogeneous atoms such as Co, Ni, and Al, intoMnO2 lattice is
another effective approach to enhance its electronic conduc-
tivity, with cation-deciency tending to change its electronic
structure.20,26,27 Moreover, cationic vacancies can attenuate the
electrostatic interaction between a host lattice and multivalent
ions and further facilitate multivalent ion insertion from the
host.28,29

Herein, we synthesized an Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO composite,
in which parts of Mn sites are substituted by Fe dopants. The
created Mn vacancy induces crystal defects and attenuates
electrostatic interaction during Zn2+ ion insertion/extraction, as
J. Mater. Chem. A, 2024, 12, 8167–8174 | 8167
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View Article Online
well as the increased carrier concentration enhances its elec-
tronic conductivity. Additionally, benetting from the
balancing of surplus protonation by appropriate Fe3+ ions
incorporated into the a-MnO2 framework, its tunnel structures
become more stable. Simultaneously, the hybrid rGO layer
further enhances its electronic conductivity and structural
stability as the dissolution and volume expansion of Mn2+ ions
during cycles are suppressed. As a cathode material for ZIBs, it
exhibits a prominent capacity of 167.7 mA h g−1 aer 2000
cycles at 1 A g−1, long-term cyclability of 72.2 mA h g−1 aer 10
000 cycles at 10 A g−1, and superior rate capability of
62.5 mA h g−1 at 15 A g−1. More encouragingly, it delivers an
imposing areal capacity of 32.8 mA h cm−2 and a specic
capacity of 164.2 mA h g−1 at 0.05C with a high loading of the
active material of about 200 mg cm−2 in a pouch battery.
Experimental
Preparation of samples

The a-MnO2-based materials were synthesized through
a hydrothermal synthesis method. GO was prepared from
natural graphite powders by a modied Hummers' method.30,31

Typically, 0.507 g MnSO4$H2O and 0.0485 g Fe(NO3)3$9H2O
were added to 50 mL deionized water with 1 mmol H2SO4 dis-
solved, accompanied by stirring for 5 min. Then, 0.316 g KMnO4

was dispersed into 20 mL deionized water and then added
dropwise to the mixed solution mentioned above within a few
minutes under vigorous stirring. Aerwards, the mixed solution
was transferred into a 100 mL Teon-lined stainless-steel
autoclave and maintained at 120 °C for 12 h. Aer natural
cooling, the Fe-doped a-MnO2 product was washed thoroughly
with ethanol and water several times via centrifugation.
Subsequently, the prepared Fe-doped a-MnO2 was redispersed
into 80 mL deionized water and 10 mg GO was added under
stirring. The mixture was then sealed in a 100 mL Teon-lined
autoclave for 12 h at 120 °C. Finally, the Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO
was collected by centrifugation aer washing with water several
times followed by vacuum drying at 60 °C for 10 h. For
comparison, the a-MnO2 material was also synthesized by the
same method without adding Fe and GO. The exible porous
zinc powder anode was prepared using the scratch-coating
method. Specically, the used zinc powder, poly(vinylidene
uoride) (PVDF), carboxymethylcellulose sodium (CMC-Na),
Bi2O3, SnO2 and NaHCO3 were dissolved in N-methyl-
pyrrolidone (NMP) solvent dispersant with a weight ratio of 87 :
5 : 1 : 1:1 : 5 under stirring. Aer the formation of an even slurry,
the solution was scratch-coated onto the surface of a glass plate
and subsequently dried at 60 °C in a vacuum oven for 2 h to
obtain the needed exible porous zinc powder anode.
Fig. 1 The calculated electronic properties of (a) Fe-doped a-MnO2

and (b) a-MnO2.
Characterization

The crystalline characteristics of the Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO, Fe-
doped a-MnO2 and a-MnO2 materials were characterized using
X-ray diffraction (XRD) with 2q angle ranging from 10° to 80° at
a scan rate of 6° min−1. The morphological features of the
materials were determined by scanning electronic microscopy
8168 | J. Mater. Chem. A, 2024, 12, 8167–8174
(SEM), transmission electron microscopy (TEM) and high-
resolution TEM (HRTEM), which were carried out using JSM-
7500F (5 kV) and JEM-2100F (JEOL, 200 kV) instruments. The
carbon contents were analysed using a thermogravimetric
analyzer (TGA, NETZSCH STA 449F3) under an air atmosphere,
and the temperature range was from room temperature to 800 °
C with a heating rate of 10 °C min−1. X-ray photoelectron
spectrometer (XPS) analyses were performed using an ESCALAB
250 instrument.
DFT calculation

To accurately illustrate the effects of Fe doping on the electronic
conductivity of a-MnO2, the CASTEP code based on the density
functional theory (DFT) framework was performed using the
Materials Studio soware. Perdew–Burke–Ernzerhof (PBE)
parameters, as well as generalized gradient approximation
(GGA), were adopted to depict the exchange-correlation energy.
The DFT + U was used to correct the van der Waals interac-
tions.32,33 Pointedly, a 2 × 1 × 3 supercell (144 atoms) was
established with the Fe doping concentration of 2.08% (Fig. 1a);
a 600 eV cutoff energy and Monkhorst–Pack meshes with 1 × 1
× 2 were employed.
Electrochemical measurements

2032-type coin cells and so package cells were assembled to
estimate the electrochemical performances of the Fe-doped a-
MnO2/rGO, Fe-doped a-MnO2 and a-MnO2 materials. The active
material, acetylene black and poly(vinylidene uoride) (PVDF)
were added to the N-methylpyrrolidone (NMP) solvent disper-
sant with a weight ratio of 8 : 1 : 1 to prepare the cathode slur-
ries, respectively. The positive electrodes were prepared by
coating the slurries onto nickel foams and drying them at 60 °C
for 12 h in a vacuum. The active material mass loading of
positive electrodes was about 2 mg cm−2 and the thickness was
about 80 mm. The Zn foil (0.05 mm) and prepared exible
porous zinc powder anode were used as the counter electrodes,
respectively. A Whatman glass ber (GF/C) was adopted as the
separator to assemble the cells, and a solution of 2 M ZnSO4-
$7H2O with 0.2 M MnSO4$H2O additive was employed as the
electrolyte. A LAND-CT2001A battery test system was used to test
the charge–discharge curves in a voltage range of 1.0–1.8 V. The
This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2024
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specic capacities at different current densities were calculated
based on the mass of active materials. Cyclic voltammetry (CV)
curves were obtained in the voltage range of 1.0–1.8 V at a scan
rate of 1 mV s−1. The electrochemical impedance spectra (EIS)
were obtained in the frequency range of 0.1 Hz to 1 MHz with
a 5 mV amplitude. The CV and EIS measurements were per-
formed on a CHI660E electrochemical workstation.
Results and discussion

The synthesis and mechanism of the Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO are
described in Scheme 1. As mentioned before, the Fe-doped a-
MnO2 precursor was generated by the reaction of MnSO4$H2O
and KMnO4, during which the introduced heterogeneous
atoms, Fe3+, easily occupied partial sites of Mn4+ since they have
the same [MO6] octahedron structure and similar atomic radii
(Fe3+ ∼63 pm, Mn4+ ∼53 pm).20,34,35 On the one hand, the
number of holes in the valence band of a-MnO2 increased due
to the incorporation of Fe3+ as an acceptor atom, thereby
enhancing its electronic conductivity.20,34 As the density func-
tional theory (DFT) calculation results demonstrated in Fig. 1,
the Fe-doped a-MnO2 had a lower band gap of 0.933 eV (Fig. 1a)
than pure a-MnO2 1.022 eV (Fig. 1b), indicating that its elec-
tronic conductivity was improved. On the other hand, the
induced Mn vacancies and crystal defects by the aliovalent Fe
substitution attenuated the electrostatic interactions between
Zn2+ ions and the a-MnO2 host, facilitating the insertion/
extraction of Zn2+ ions.28 The poor cycle stability of pure a-
MnO2 resulted from the Mn2+ dissolution and structural
collapse during cycles, and therefore, the coating method with
reduced graphene oxide (rGO), which has excellent electronic
conductivity and a large specic surface area, was adopted.6,36 In
the coating process, the pre-synthesized Fe-doped a-MnO2 was
attached to the surface of rGO sheets by the hydrogen bonds
between [MnO6] octahedrons and functional groups on the
surface of rGO sheets, and the rGO coating layer was formed
aer the subsequent hydrothermal reaction.6,23 Specically, the
coated rGO layer can alleviate the volume expansion when Zn2+

ions are inserted, and inhibit the dissolution of Mn2+ ions by
the adsorption effect of its rich oxygen-containing functional
groups.6,37

The XRD patterns of the synthesized a-MnO2-based mate-
rials were determined to reveal their crystal structures (Fig. 2a).
The main peaks with 2q positions at 12.88°, 18.12°, 26.18°,
28.72°, 37.74°, 41.80° and 60.30° can be indexed to the (110),
(200), (310), (211), (301), (411) and (521) lattice planes of the a-
Scheme 1 The synthesis of the Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO material.

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2024
MnO2 (JCPDS No. 44-0141), implying the presence of a-MnO2 in
the composites.20,38 The intensity of the diffraction peaks
became slightly weaker with the Fe doping and rGO coating,
indicating that the crystallinity of the composite had deterio-
rated.39 Notably, no characteristic peaks of iron compounds
appeared in the XRD patterns, manifesting that the incorpo-
rated Fe did not exist as amixture.40 The tiny peak shiing to the
le side aer the incorporation of Fe was caused by the slight
crystal expansion.20 Interestingly, the Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO
nanowires were stacked like cotton wool with lengths of 0.5–2
mm (Fig. 2b), and the accompanying EDS images of O, Mn and
Fe elements revealed the uniform distribution of these
elements in the composite (Fig. 2c). Combined with thermog-
ravimetric analyzer (TGA) results in Fig. 2d, the total carbon
content in Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO was determined to be 3.2%.
The HRTEM (Fig. 2e–f) and EDS (Fig. S1a†) images further imply
that the Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO nanowires had a diameter of
about 30–32 nm and the uniform distribution of the doped Fe
element. The rGO layer with a thickness of approximately 4 nm
was coated on the edge of the nanowire (Fig. 2e), giving it better
structural stability, which can alleviate volume expansion and
inhibit Mn2+ ion dissolution during cycles.6,36 Moreover, the
diameter of the Fe-doped a-MnO2 (about 24 nm, Fig. 2g) was
much smaller than the pure a-MnO2 (about 48 nm, Fig. 2h and
S1b†), which is consistent with the broadening of its diffraction
peaks in the XRD patterns (Fig. 2a). Similar to previous reports,
heterogeneous element doping can narrow material particle
size, thereby enhancingmaterial cycle stability.36,41 Additionally,
the selected area electron diffraction (SAED) pattern (embedded
in Fig. 2f–h) exhibited the single-crystalline nature of the three
a-MnO2-based materials, and the lattice spacings of 0.49 nm
were found, which matched well with the (200) crystal plane of
a-MnO2.20

The surface chemical compositions of Fe-doped a-MnO2/
rGO were analyzed by XPS measurement and the results are
presented in Fig. 2i–l. The XPS survey spectral analysis (Fig. 2i)
revealed the existence of C, O, Mn, and Fe elements. The ne
spectra of C 1s (Fig. 2j) further conrmed the sp2 bonded
carbon at 284.4 eV (C–C/C]C), the epoxy at 285 eV (C–OH/C–O)
and the carbonyls at 288.1 eV (HO–C]O).36,42 The abundant
oxygen-containing functional groups can inhibit the dissolution
of Mn2+ ions due to the adsorption effect.6,36 The formation of a-
MnO2 was veried by the two dominant peaks at 642.2 and
654.0 eV with a spin-energy separation of 11.8 eV observed in
theMn 2p spectrum (Fig. 2k), which correspond toMn 2p3/2 and
Mn 2p1/2.43,44Undoubtedly, the existence of Fe

3+ was determined
by the Fe 2p spectrum (Fig. 2l) with the peaks of Fe3+ 2p3/2 and
Fe3+ 2p1/2 located at 711.1 and 724.1 eV, respectively.45 It was
concluded that Fe3+ ions were incorporated into the crystal
lattice of a-MnO2, given that the peaks of the iron compounds
were not detected in the XRD analysis.

To demonstrate the advantages of the a-MnO2-based mate-
rials, we evaluated their electrochemical performances as
cathode materials in ZIBs. CV measurement was carried out
between 1.0 and 1.8 V with a scan rate of 0.5 mV s−1 to inves-
tigate the electrochemical behavior of Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO
and a-MnO2materials, and the CV curves for the rst four cycles
J. Mater. Chem. A, 2024, 12, 8167–8174 | 8169
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Fig. 2 (a) XRD patterns of the synthesized a-MnO2, Fe-doped a-MnO2 and Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO. TEM (b) and EDS (c) images of Fe-doped a-
MnO2/rGO. (d) The TGA curves of Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO and a-MnO2. HRTEM images of Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO (e and f), Fe-doped a-MnO2

(g) and a-MnO2 (h) with related SAED patterns. (i) The survey spectra and (j) the fine spectra of C 1s; (k) Mn 2p peaks and (l) Fe 2p peaks of Fe-
doped a-MnO2/rGO.
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are presented in Fig. 3a and S2.† A pair of reduction/oxidation
peaks appeared at 1.08/1.62 V in the rst cycle curve and dis-
appeared in the subsequent cycles, corresponding to the phase
transition of a-MnO2 during the rst discharge process.16 In the
following cycles, two pairs of reduction/oxidation peaks located
at 1.23/1.35 V and 1.60/1.64 V appeared, which are related to the
different insertion/extraction mechanisms of H+ and/or Zn2+

ions, respectively.16 Additionally, the 2nd, 3rd and 4th curves
were almost coincident, implying that these related electro-
chemical reactions have good reversibility. a-MnO2 material
(Fig. S2†) had similar electrochemical reactions to Fe-doped a-
MnO2/rGO.

The rate capacities, which range from 0.1 A g−1 to 15 A g−1,
can greatly reect the excellent electronic conductivity and
structural stability of the Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO material
(Fig. 3b). The Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO delivered capacities of
263.5, 259.3, 232.0, 191.7, 144.4, 101.4, 72.2 and 62.5 mA h g−1

at 0.1, 0.2, 0.5, 1, 2, 5, 10, 15 A g−1, which are much higher than
Fe-doped a-MnO2 and a-MnO2 at each step, respectively.
Notably, it is capable of continuous discharge at 15 A g−1, and
when the current is adjusted back to 0.1 A g−1, the discharge
capacity can return to 268.2 mA h g−1, which is close to the
initial level at 0.1 A g−1, implying that the structure of Fe-doped
a-MnO2/rGO remains stable during the rapid discharge process.
Moreover, beneting from the improvement in the electronic
conductivity and kinetic performance of Fe doping, the Fe-
doped a-MnO2 electrode demonstrated a better rate discharge
performance than a-MnO2.

The voltage platforms of the a-MnO2-based materials at
a current density of 1 A g−1 were also analyzed and the results
are shown in Fig. 3c. Distinctly, there are two high-voltage
8170 | J. Mater. Chem. A, 2024, 12, 8167–8174
platforms, 1.38 and 1.29 V, for the Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO elec-
trode with a turning point at about 1.3 V dividing the voltage
platform into two parts. Interestingly, the part higher than 1.3 V
has a slower capacity decay trend than the lower 1.3 V part.
Comparatively, Fe-doped a-MnO2 and a-MnO2 have lower
voltage platforms due to their inferior electronic conductivity.

Fig. 3d displays the discharge capacity curves of the a-MnO2-
based materials measured at a current density of 1 A g−1

between 1.0 and 1.8 V. The initial discharge capacities of 278.2,
100.9 and 67.7 mA h g−1 of the Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO, Fe-doped
a-MnO2 and a-MnO2 are exhibited. For the Fe-doped a-MnO2/
rGO electrode, the specic capacity was stabilized to about
140 mA h g−1 in the rst 400 cycles and gradually increased
slightly in the subsequent cycles. As reported in similar reports,
a reasonable explanation is that the electrode will undergo an
activation process in the initial several cycles, the electrodes are
gradually wetted by electrolyte as the cycle progresses, causing
a decrease in electrode polarization.4,6 Aer 2000 cycles, the
capacities of 25.1 and 34.4 mA h g−1 of a-MnO2 and Fe-doped a-
MnO2 were maintained, respectively. Better electronic conduc-
tivity and weaker electrostatic interactions between the host
lattice and Zn2+ ions were observed for Fe-doped a-MnO2 since
Fe doping is the most likely reason for its better perfor-
mance.28,32 Exhilaratingly, the highest capacity of
167.7 mA h g−1 for Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO was obtained aer
2000 cycles, which is one of the highest capacities of ZIBs
(Fig. 3e and Table S1†). The reasons for the maintained high
capacity caused by rGO coating can be summarized as follows.
On the one hand, the electronic conductivity of the composite
could be further enhanced, which was conrmed by the later
EIS test with a lower Rct value of 34.9 U for the Fe-doped a-
This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2024
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Fig. 3 (a) CV curves of Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO. (b) Rate capacities of the a-MnO2, Fe-doped a-MnO2 and Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO ranging from
0.1 A g−1 to 15 A g−1, and (c) the corresponding galvanostatic discharge curves at 1 A g−1. The long-term discharge plots at 1 A g−1 (d) and 10 A g−1

(f). (e) The corresponding performance comparison image of MnO2-based material in ZIBs. (g) The Nyquist plots and the equivalent electrode
circuit (inserted) of the materials.
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MnO2/rGO electrode than the Rct value of 65.7 U for the Fe-
doped a-MnO2 electrode (Fig. 3g).46 On the other hand, its
structural stability was enhanced, since the coated rGO can
allow volume expansion and inhibit the dissolution of Mn2+

ions.6,36 To further evaluate the cyclic stability of the a-MnO2-
based materials under high current density, charge–discharge
cycles were tested at 10 A g−1 and the results are shown in
Fig. 3f. The optimal 72.2 mA h g−1 in ZIBs14,17,47–55 (Fig. 3e) was
maintained aer 10 000 cycles for Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO, and
Fe-doped a-MnO2 and a-MnO2 electrodes cannot cycle at such
high current density.

The systematic measuring of the material in high mass
loading conditions was carried out. Based on its excellent elec-
tronic conductivity, the synthesized Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO elec-
trode showed specic capacities of 205.0, 187.0, 172.0 and
164.2 mA h g−1 at 0.05C (1C = 308 mA h g−1) under the condi-
tions of 50, 100, 150 and 200 mg cm−2 active substance loading
(Fig. 4a). Correspondingly, the highest area capacity of
32.8 mA h cm−2 was obtained, which never appeared in other
reports related to MnO2-based materials for (lean solution) ZIBs.
Notably, the related power density at 200 mg cm−2 under
different current densities was also tested, and an amazing
power density of 734.1 mW cm−2 at 870 mA cm−2 (Fig. 4b) was
nally demonstrated. We also assembled a pouch battery with
a theoretical capacity of 100 mA h using Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO
This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2024
as the cathode active material under a high mass loading of
180 mg cm−2 with a thickness of about 220 mm. Delightfully, it
exhibited an areal capacity of 75.9 mA h at 0.2C (Fig. 4c) and
could discharge even under a high current density of 30C.
Commercial portable fans (4.5 W) can be easily driven by two
connected batteries in series with 200 mA h (Fig. 4d and video
S1†). The battery is also extraordinarily safe and reliable even
when struck (video S2†) and can stably drive an electric toy car
(video S3†). We also designed and assembled an 800 mA h pouch
battery, simulating a commercial battery with an areal capacity of
20 mA h cm−2, with an active material mass loading of about
114 mg cm−2 and a thickness of about 170 mm. The adopted
capacity ratio between positive and negative electrodes was 1 : 2.
To solve the short lifespan of the zinc foil anode due to dendrite
growth, we designed and prepared a exible porous zinc powder
anode mentioned in the experimental section as an alternative,
which delivered 1820 h cycle life at 1 mA cm−2 and 1 mA h cm−2

(Fig. S3†). Inspiringly, the assembled pouch battery demon-
strated a considerable energy density of 61 W h kg−1 (calculated
for all parts of the battery) at 0.1C and for 31 cycles with
a capacity retention rate of 85.9% (Fig. 4e and f), which is valu-
able commercially. Moreover, the assembled pouch battery with
Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO and exible porous zinc powder anode as
cathode and anode (theoretical capacity 100 mA h) was also
subjected to storage performance testing. Aer 760 h, the open
J. Mater. Chem. A, 2024, 12, 8167–8174 | 8171
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Fig. 4 (a) The discharge capacity of Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO under high mass loadings ranging from 50mg cm−2 to 200mg cm−2 at 0.05C with
the corresponding areal capacity. (b) The power density curve of Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO under high mass loading. (c) The rate performance of
the assembled pouch battery with a theoretical capacity of 100 mA h using Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO as the cathode active material under a high
mass loading of 180mg cm−2. (d) The digital image of the commercial portable fans (4.5 W)-driven batteries by two connected assembled pouch
batteries in series with 200 mA h. (e) The discharge curve of the assembled pouch battery with a theoretical capacity of 800 mA h at 0.1C and (f)
the corresponding galvanostatic discharge profiles.
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circuit voltage of the battery was only reduced by 22.9 mV
(Fig. S4a†), and its capacity retention rate even reached an
exciting 95.2% at 0.1C (Fig. S4b†). Undoubtedly, the synthesized
Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO has bright application prospects.

Conclusions

In summary, a novel cathode material, Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO,
for ZIBs with excellent kinetic performance and cycle stability
was successfully designed and synthesized. Mn defects were
induced by heterogeneous Fe doping to attenuate the electro-
static interaction between the a-MnO2 lattice and Zn2+ ions, and
carrier concentration was increased to improve its electronic
conductivity. Its structural stability was also enhanced by rGO
coating since the volume expansion and Mn2+ dissolution were
suppressed. As a cathode material for ZIBs, it exhibited
a prominent capacity of 167.7 mA h g−1 at 1 A g−1 aer 2000
cycles, an imposing areal capacity of 32.8 mA h cm−2 and
a specic capacity of 164.2 mA h g−1 at 0.05C under a high active
material mass loading of 200mg cm−2. Besides, it can discharge
continuously at 15 A g−1 in rate cycle testing and possesses
a high power density of 734.1 mW cm−2 under mass loading of
200 mg cm−2. These excellent performances in both low and
high active substance loading conditions will undoubtedly push
the practical application of the Fe-doped a-MnO2/rGO material
in ZIBs.
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