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is of 4-pyrimidone-2-thioether
through base/acid-mediated condensation of S-
alkylisothiourea and b-ketoester†

Zhichao Lu, *a Tsung-Yun Wong,a Yonghong Gan,a Guihui Chen,b

Dinesh J. Paymodea and Cheng-yi Chen*a

4-Pyrimidone-2-thioethers can be useful synthetic precursors to densely functionalized pyrimidines,

commonly encountered in bioactive molecules. A convenient one-pot access to 4-pyrimidone-2-

thioethers is reported herein, which utilizes a sequential base- and acid-mediated condensation of

alkylisothioureas with b-ketoesters. Owing to mild reaction conditions, good to excellent functional

group tolerance and yields are achieved. The utility of this approach is demonstrated by the synthesis of

the crucial adagrasib intermediate on a 200 gram scale.
Introduction

A pyrimidine ring is a staple of many naturally occurring, bio-
relevant molecules and a common feature in various other
biologically active compounds.1,2 4-Pyrimidone-2-thioether
serves as a versatile building block for the introduction of
a pyrimidine ring and further chemical modications in the
syntheses of these biologically active compounds. In particular,
it enables regioselective functionalization of the 2-position over
the more reactive 4-position.3,4 For instance, with the 4-hydroxy
group intact, the alkylthio at the 2-position can either serve as
a linker to another moiety, or a latent sulfone for Nucleophilic
Aromatic Substitution (SNAr). The 4-position can serve as
a handle to introduce other moieties by ether formation or via
an activation/SNAr sequence. One good example is the synthesis
of adagrasib which is an oral, highly selective, and potent
covalent KRASG12C inhibitor drug (Fig. 1) for patients with non-
small cell lung cancer (NSCLC).4,5 Installation of a prolinol on
the 2-position followed with the functionalized piperazine side
chain on its 4-position was achieved, which avoided expensive
palladium catalysis and protecting group manipulations.2

Selected examples with 2,4-functionalized pyrimidine, as shown
in Fig. 1, include Rilpivirine as a non-nucleoside reverse tran-
scriptase inhibitor for the prevention and treatment of HIV
infection,6 Cerdulatinib as a SYK/JAK kinase inhibitor for the
treatment of peripheral T-cell lymphoma;7 Revaprazan as an
acid pump antagonist for the treatment of gastritis,8,9 Sur-
ufatinib as a tyrosine kinase inhibitor for the treatment of
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pancreatic and neuroendocrine tumor,10 and RK-287107 as
a tankyrase inhibitor for colorectal cancer treatment.11 We
envisioned that an efficient synthesis of 4-pyrimidone-2-
thioether could signicantly simplify access to these bioactive
molecules and hence facilitate the discovery of new pyrimidine-
containing drugs.

The synthesis of 4-pyrimidone-2-thioether is typically ach-
ieved by a sequential b-ketoester condensation with thiourea
and alkylation of thiol (Scheme 1A).12–15 This method usually
affords high yields, but necessitates two chemical steps and is
prone to overalkylation leading to the dialkyl impurity.4 Alter-
natively, the direct condensation of S-alkylisothiourea with b-
ketoester leads to the desired 4-pyrimidone-2-thioether.4,11,16–19

This method takes advantage of commercial availability and
Fig. 1 Approved or investigational drugs containing 2,4 functionalized
pyrimidine core.

RSC Adv., 2024, 14, 5435–5439 | 5435

http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1039/d4ra00039k&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2024-02-12
http://orcid.org/0000-0002-4746-7543
https://doi.org/10.1039/d4ra00039k
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d4ra00039k
https://pubs.rsc.org/en/journals/journal/RA
https://pubs.rsc.org/en/journals/journal/RA?issueid=RA014008


Scheme 1 General methods for 4-pyrimidone 2-thioether synthesis.

Table 1 Reaction condition optimizationa

Entry Stage X− Base/acid Solvent int : 1 : 3ab (%)

1 Stage 1 I− DIPEA 2-MeTHF 94.4 : 0.5 : 5.1
2 Br− DIPEA 25.2 : 71 : 3.6
3 Cl− DIPEA 5.6 : 94.3 : 0
4 MsO− DIPEA 0 : 100 : 0
5 SO4

2− DIPEA 0 : 100 : 0
6c I− DIPEA 92.2 : 1.3 : 6.6
7 TEA 89.9 : 7.3 : 2.7
8 Pyridine 0 : 100 : 0
9d DIPEA 87.6 : 7.6 : 5.4
10e DIPEA 65.6 : 28 : 6.7
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easy access to many S-alkylisothioureas. However, the harsh
reaction conditions with strong base and heating oen cause S-
alkylisothiourea degradation to side products and pungent thiol
further complicates the workup (Scheme 1B). Herein, we wish to
report a one-pot base/acid-promoted S-alkylisothiourea and b-
ketoester condensation as an alternative method to circumvent
the aforementioned issues with the existing approaches to 4-
pyrimidone-2-thioether synthesis (Scheme 1C).

Results and discussion

During our synthesis of the key intermediate 3 for adagrasib 2nd
generation process,4 a conventional two-step b-ketoester/
thiourea condensation/alkylation was initially pursued, result-
ing in 3 in 76% overall yield. Nevertheless, this approach
generated 2,4-bis-isopropylated side-products (∼2%) which
proved difficult to purge in the downstream process. To address
these issues, a base-initiated condensation of S-isopropyl iso-
thiouronium iodide 2with b-ketoester 1was explored, which led
to discovery of a one-pot two-step sequence synthesis offering
comparable yield (Scheme 2A). However, this route still suffered
from the generation of a signicant amount of impurities
(∼10%) including pungent 2-propanethiol. In addition, this
process calls for solvent swap between two stages. With
continuous efforts to improve the synthesis of this key inter-
mediate, we found that the issues can be addressed by simple
substitution of the base with acid at the stage 2, this one-pot
protocol helped to avoid the solvent swap and signicantly
improved the yield (Scheme 2B). Given the advantages of this
new approach, we explored its generality and reported herein
a more efficient protocol for the synthesis of a wide variety of 4-
pyrimidone-2-thioethers.
Scheme 2 A case study of 4-pyrimidone-2-thioether derivative 3
synthesis.

5436 | RSC Adv., 2024, 14, 5435–5439
The optimization started with b-ketoester 1 and simple S-
methylisothiouronium salts (Table 1). The counter anion of S-
methylisothiouronium salts have substantial impact on the
solubility. The most soluble iodide salt led to highest conver-
sions (entries 1–5). Either TEA or DIPEA can be used as base
(entries 6–8, base screen in ESI). To drive the reaction to
completion, 1.1 equiv. DIPEA was sufficient (entry 1 vs. entries 9
and 10). Tetrahydrofuran (THF), dioxane, acetonitrile (ACN) and
2-methyltetrahydrofuran (2-MeTHF, entries 11–13) were all
viable as the reaction solvents. 2-Methyltetrahydrofuran pre-
sented an advantage of a facile removal of water-soluble
byproducts during work-up. On the other hand, undesirable
oiling-out during workup was observed using methyl tert-butyl
ether (MTBE) or toluene (see ESI†). Reactions proceeded well at
−10 to −25 °C. The intermediate was readily formed in 3 h and
found stable at 0 °C for at least 18 h, which grants operational
exibility between stages 1 and 2. For stage 2, weak acids such
as acetic acid were not able to drive the reaction to completion.
Strong acids such as TFA, HCl, MsOH, and TfOH substantially
improved the conversion to the desired product. However,
gummy material was observed upon working up all the reac-
tions except the ones mediated by TfOH (1 equiv.). The reaction
is optimally performed at 50 °C and reaches completion in 3–5 h
(see ESI†).
11 DIPEA THF 92.6 : 2.6 : 4.8
12 DIPEA Dioxane 87.0 : 6.8 : 6.3
13 DIPEA ACN 90.5 : 2.0 : 7.3
14 Stage 2 AcOH 2-MeTHF 93 : 1.6 : 5.4
15 TFA 0 : 22.6 : 46.9
16 HCl 0 : 0 : 61
17 MsOH 0 : 8.2 : 65.5
18 TfOH 0 : 0 : 78.4

a Unless otherwise noted, stage 1 were conducted with ketoester (0.5
mmol), S-methylisothiourea (0.55 mmol), and base (0.55 mmol) in 2-
MeTHF (1.5 mL) at 0 °C for 3 hours; for stage 2, acid was added to the
stage 1 reaction mixture, using 1.1 equiv. DIPEA as the base and 2-
MeTHF as the solvent, stirred at 50 °C for 5 hours. b HPLC area
percentage. c isothiourea (1.5 equiv.) was applied. d DIPEA (2.0 equiv.)
was applied. e DIPEA (3.0 equiv.) was applied.

© 2024 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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Table 2 Substrate scope of S-alkylisothioureaa

Entry R Stage 2 (3A : 3B)
Isolated yield
(%)

1 Me 78.4 : 14.7 69
2 Et 98.6 : 0.9 84
3 n-Pr 99.0 : 0.6 85
4 i-Pr 98.8 : 0 94
5 n-Bu 99.3 : 0.4 73
6 sec-Bu 97.2 : 0 91
7 t-Bu 34.9 : 62.9 n/a
8 Dodecyl 91.4 : 0 85
9 Cyclopentyl 98.7 : 0 87
10b Cyclohexyl 83.9 : 0 60
11c Ph 0 : 0 0
12d Bn 74.0 : 0 75

a Unless otherwise noted, reactions were conducted as follows: to
a solution of S-alkylisothiouronium iodide (1.1 equiv.) and b-ketoester
(3.0–6.0 mmol, 1.0 equiv.) in 2-MeTHF (0.33 M with respect to
ketoester) at 0 °C was added DIPEA (1.1 equiv.) dropwise. The
reaction stirred at 0 °C for 18 hours and then was added with TfOH
(1.0 equiv.) dropwise. The reaction was heated to 50 °C in 0.5 h and
then stirred for 3–5 hours. b S-Cyclohexylisothiouronium bromide was
applied. c Phenylisothiouronium degraded to urea at stage 1. d S-
Benzylisothiouronium chloride was applied, and stage 1 was stirred at
room temperature for 18 h.

Scheme 3 Substrate Scope of b-ketoestera. a Unless otherwise noted,
ethyl b-ketoester substrate were applied and reactions were con-
ducted as follows: to a solution of S-alkylisothiouronium iodide (1.1
equiv.) and b-ketoester (3.0–6.0 mmol, 1.0 equiv.) in 2-MeTHF (0.33 M
with respect to b-ketoester) at 0 °C was added DIPEA (1.1 equiv.)
dropwise. The reaction stirred at 0 °C for 18 hours and then was added
with TfOH (1.0 equiv.) dropwise. The reaction was heated to 50 °C in
0.5 h and then stirred for 3–5 hours. b 2-Acetylbutyrolactone was used
as the starting material. c deBoc product was obtained.
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With the optimized reaction conditions in hand, we explored
the reaction scope of S-alkylisothiourea (Table 2). Demethyla-
tion at stage 2 was observed when S-methylisothiourea was
employed (entry 1). We envisioned that increasing the size of
the alkyl group in S-alkylisothiourea would prevent the deal-
kylation. Hence, a series of S-alkylisothiouronium iodides were
prepared by reaction of thiourea and alkyl halides in the cor-
responding alcohols under reux conditions (see ESI†). As ex-
pected, 0° (entry 1), 1° (entries 2, 3, 5, 8), and 2° S-
alkylisothiourea (entries 4, 6) displayed similar reactivity at
stage 1, while dealkylation decreases signicantly with
increased bulkiness of the alkyl group (entry 1 vs. entries 2–4).
However, dealkylation of 3° S-alkylisothiourea (entry 7) still
occurred via E2 elimination at stage 1 and E1 elimination at
stage 2, respectively, which is in accordance with literature
reports.20,21 It should be noted that reaction with S-benzyliso-
thiouronium chloride, a readily available compound, also works
given the stage 1 temperature was raised to room temperature.
S-Isopropylisothiouronium iodide can be prepared in high yield
and good quality. Based on these results, we selected S-iso-
propylisothiouronium iodide to further explore its condensa-
tion with b-ketoesters (entries 4).

Having identied S-isopropylisothiourea and the optimal
reaction conditions, we next explored the scope of the b-ketoester.
As shown in Scheme 3, all the b-ketoesters afforded the
© 2024 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
corresponding products in good to excellent yields. Substrates
with less bulky alkoxyl (OR3) and alkyl (R1 and R2) gave much
higher yields (entries 5a–5d; entries 5e–5h; entries 5i–5n). Aryl
ketoester (R1 = phenyl) did not give the desired product probably
due to the bulkiness of the phenyl group. A wide range of func-
tional groups such as ester (5t), ether (5q), amine (5r, 5s), alcohol
(5y) were well tolerated in this protocol. When di-b-ketoester was
applied (5u), double cyclization afforded bi-4-pyrimidone 2-thio-
ether in 61% yield. Several cyclic b-ketoester were also tested and
gave acceptable to excellent yields (5w, 5x, 5y). Obviously, acid-
labile group like Boc- was deprotected under acidic condition at
stage 2 (5aa), whereas other protecting groups such as Cbz- (5ac),
Bn- (5ab, 5ad), remained intact.

The practicality of this novel method was tested in a large-
scale synthesis of 3, a key intermediate in the synthesis of
adagrasib. Delightfully, the compound 3 was obtained in 94%
RSC Adv., 2024, 14, 5435–5439 | 5437
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Scheme 5 Plausible mechanism.

Scheme 4 Large-scale synthesis and telescope.

RSC Advances Paper

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 1

3 
Fe

br
ua

ry
 2

02
4.

 D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

on
 1

0/
26

/2
02

5 
6:

51
:1

0 
PM

. 
 T

hi
s 

ar
tic

le
 is

 li
ce

ns
ed

 u
nd

er
 a

 C
re

at
iv

e 
C

om
m

on
s 

A
ttr

ib
ut

io
n-

N
on

C
om

m
er

ci
al

 3
.0

 U
np

or
te

d 
L

ic
en

ce
.

View Article Online
yield and 99.7% purity in the 200 gram scale reaction (Scheme
4A). Furthermore, the S-alkylisothiourea preparation and cycli-
zation were telescoped to accomplish the one-pot synthesis of 3
in 92% yield (Scheme 4B).

As shown in Scheme 5, a plausible reaction mechanism was
proposed. At stage 1, the condensation of isothiourea with b-
ketoester affords int A, which readily cyclizes to give int B. The
structure of int B was denitively conrmed by NMR analysis
(see ESI†). At stage 2, cyclic aldol int B dehydration/
aromatization mediated by acid, instead of base,22,23 leads to
the desired 4-pyrimidone-2-thioether.
Conclusions

In summary, a one-pot, two-stage base/acid-mediated reaction
of isothiourea and b-ketoester provided various 4-pyrimidone 2-
thioether in good to excellent yields with broad functional
group compatibility. The broad substrate scope takes advantage
of readily available starting materials and mild reaction condi-
tions. Importantly, this methodology has been applied to the
large-scale syntheses of KRASG12C inhibitor adagrasib and can
be readily extended to the synthesis of other bioactive molecules
containing pyrimidine core.
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