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Tuning lithium–yttrium chloride local structure
through coordination control and mixing during
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Lithium halide-based solid electrolytes have high Li+ conductivity and can be synthesized through low-

temperature aqueous solution routes. While Li3InCl6 can be readily synthesized through dehydration,

other analogous materials, such as Li3YCl6, cannot. This difference may be due to differences in H2O

coordination strength, which leads to partial hydrolysis to form YOCl. In this work, we followed and com-

pared Li3YCl6 synthesis using three different methods using in situ neutron diffraction. The data revealed

that forming an ammonium halide complex intermediate is essential in synthesizing Li3YCl6 from an

aqueous solution. In carefully examining the Li3YCl6 products, we found that changes in local structure

follow on to drive significant differences in ionic transport and Li+ diffusivity as determined through

diffusion NMR measurements. These changes were ascribed to the change in the correlative transport of

Li+. This work provides insight into the reaction mechanisms involved in synthesizing halide solid electro-

lytes and highlights the importance of considering their synthetic and processing conditions to optimize

their performance in all-solid-state batteries.

1. Introduction

The demand for denser, safer, and more portable energy
storage has led to significant interest in all-solid-state batteries
(ASSBs) and solid electrolytes.1 Solid Electrolytes enable the re-
placement of conventional flammable organic liquid electro-
lytes2 and span many material classes including polymers,3

oxides,4 sulfides,5 hydrides,6 and more recently, halides.7

Halide solid electrolytes have shown promise due to their high
ionic conductivity, high voltage cathode compatibility, and
adaptability in synthesis and processing routes.8

Compositions such as Li3InCl6 have garnered interest due to
their compatibility with aqueous and organic solvent-based
synthesis.9,10 Direct synthesis of other A3MX6 (A = Li, M = Sc,
Y, Ho, Yb, Er, etc., X = F, Cl, Br, I) compositions in water or
other solvents is limited due to the hydrolysis of MCl3·nH2O
intermediates upon heating. This decomposition route leads
to the formation of MOCl and LiCl impurities. However, recent
reports have shown that it is possible to synthesize these other
compositions in water using ammonium halide coordination
reagents.11,12

This report provides a detailed examination of the for-
mation pathway for Li3YCl6 and establishes synthesis-structure
property correlations to guide the optimization of halide solid
electrolyte-based ASSBs. Large-scale synthesis and optimiz-
ation of battery materials is not trivial13,14 and often requires
process monitoring. A key enabler of large-scale chemical pro-
duction is an intimate understanding of the reaction mecha-
nism during synthesis.15 In addition, many solid electrolyte
properties are greatly influenced by the chosen synthesis
route.16 The formation mechanism of halide solid electrolytes
through these novel solvent-based routes is poorly understood.
Previous work suggested that the addition of ammonium
halides resulted in the formation of a complex halide inter-
mediate of the form (NH4)3MX6, eqn (1).17,18 This intermedi-
ate, shown in Fig. 1, is suspected to provide an alternative
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reaction route away from the oxyhalide formation side reaction
(eqn (2)) during the dehydration and the subsequent anneal-
ing steps at 350–550 °C.

YCl3 � nH2Oþ 3NH4Cl �!�nH2O NH4ð Þ3YCl6 ð1Þ

YCl3 � nH2O �!Δ YOClþ n� 1ð ÞH2Oþ 2HCl ð2Þ

We utilized in situ neutron powder diffraction (NPD) to
track the formation of Li3YCl6 (LYC) across multiple synthesis
routes. NPD is well suited for probing reactions at relevant
mass scales due to its high penetrative power and sensitivity to
Li.19,20 In addition, neutrons are far more sensitive to protons
and deuterons groups within NH4Cl and complex halide inter-
mediates than X-ray diffraction. Deuterated precursors (D2O
and ND4Cl) were used for NPD experiments to minimize the
incoherent scattering background of protons. We confirmed
the formation of (ND4)3YCl6 during the aqueous synthesis of
LYC and its decomposition. We show that dehydration of the
complex before reaching high temperatures is critical even in
the wet chemical synthesis route to avoid the formation of LiCl
and YOCl impurities. We observe in multiple reaction mecha-
nisms that the LYC formation and then melting at higher
temperatures is crucial to driving proper mixing of precursors
and intermediates, agreeing with a previous report by Asano
et al. where LYC was thermally stable up to 450 °C.21 To our
knowledge, this is the first instance of providing structural
characterization after melting the solid electrolyte phase using
in situ diffraction techniques.22 Melting of the LYC phase
could play an essential role in separator fabrication through
melt infiltration or casting methods.23 We characterize the
influence of the LYC synthesis route on the ionic and elec-
tronic conductivity and observe the significant role of grain
boundaries in the total ionic conductivity of LYC solid electro-
lytes that undergo annealing.

2. Experimental
2.1 Synthesis

The aqueous ammonium coordinated (AC) and ammonium
free (AF) synthesis of LYC was prepared by weighing out
34 mol% excess of anhydrous YCl3 (Sigma Aldrich 99.99%,
451363), stoichiometric amounts of LiCl (Sigma Aldrich 99%,
793620) and NH4Cl (Sigma Aldrich 99.5%, A4514) in a
1 : 3 : 3 molar ratio in a glovebox (1 : 3 : 0 for AF synthesis). The
mixture was then transferred to a round bottom flask and dis-
solved in DI water, sonicated for 15 minutes, and excess water
was evaporated via rotovap. The sample was then dried over-
night at 150 °C under vacuum to remove excess water. The
white powder was ground in an agate mortar and pestle, pelle-
tized, placed in an alumina combustion boat, and annealed at
500 °C (heating rate 5 °C min−1) for 5 h under argon flow
(30 mL min−1) in a glovebox.

The mechanochemical (MC) synthesis of Li3YCl6 was con-
ducted in a Fritsch Pulvirisette 7 planetary ball mill. Here, the
LiCl and anhydrous YCl3 were loaded into zirconia milling jars
(45 mL volume) with Y-stabilized zirconia milling media
(5 mm diameter) inside a glovebox. The media-to-powder ratio
was 30 : 1. The mixture was milled at 510 rpm for 48 cycles
with 15 min of milling and a 15 min pausing step to allow the
sample to cool; after the initial 48 cycles, the jar was taken
into a glovebox, and the sample was scraped off the walls of
the jar to prevent the formation of hot zones during milling,
this was followed by another 48 cycles under the same con-
ditions. The milled powder was pelletized and annealed at
equivalent conditions to the AC and AF samples. For clarity,
this sample is referred to as the mechanochemical annealed
(MCA) sample, and the unannealed sample is referred to as
the MC sample.

2.2 Characterization

Ex situ NPD patterns were collected on POWGEN (BL-11A) at
1.5 Å wavelength. The samples were loaded into vanadium
cans under an argon atmosphere in a glovebox and sealed
with copper gaskets and aluminum lids. The patterns were
measured at 300 K. The samples were absorption corrected
after data collection. Rietveld refinements against the neutron
diffraction data were performed using GSAS II.24 The following
parameters were refined: (1) background using a Chebyshev
polynomial with 10 coefficients, (2) scale factor, (3) sample-
induced peak broadening, (4) lattice parameters, (5) atomic
positions, (6) isotropic thermal displacement parameters, and
(7) occupancies.

The loss of ammonium salt was confirmed using infrared
spectroscopy using an Agilent Cary 650 spectrometer equipped
with an attenuated total reflection accessory (Specac Ltd).
Before measurement, the samples were protected from moist-
ure by sealing them in the diamond crystal holder in a
glovebox.

2.2.1 Impedance spectroscopy. The solid electrolyte
samples were pelletized at 5.9 t cm−2 for 1 min in a 12.7 mm
die set with carbon-coated aluminum foil on either side to be

Fig. 1 Representative crystal structures of the (NH4)3YCl6 and anhy-
drous Li3YCl6 phases. Octahedrals represent YCl6

3− polyanions.
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used as blocking electrodes for the ionic conductivity measure-
ments. The measurements were performed by electrochemical
impedance spectroscopy (EIS) at OCV, applying an excitation
amplitude of 10 mV in a frequency range between 7 MHz and
100 mHz with 6 points per decade using a VSP potentiostat
(Biologic).

2.2.2 DSC and TGA. TA instruments TGA Q500 and DSC
Q100 were used to measure thermogravimetry and differential
scanning calorimetry (TGA and DSC), respectively. The
samples were loaded into aluminum pans and heated to
500 °C at a heating rate of 5 °C min−1 under a nitrogen flow of
50 mL min−1.

2.2.3 In situ neutron diffraction. To follow the product dis-
tribution of a larger scale reaction, large pellets (∼3–5 grams)
of the post-vacuum dried AC, AF, and MC samples were loaded
into separate quartz baskets along with quartz wool. The
basket was placed into the AGES gas flow system at POWGEN
(BL-11A) diffractometer at the Spallation Neutron Source (SNS)
at Oak Ridge National Laboratory.25,26 An initial room temp-
erature scan was taken and then ramped to 500 °C at a rate of
5 °C min−1 under flowing Ar, with 1 h holds at 100, 200, 300,
400, and 500 °C for ND data collection. Samples were cooled
and monitored in event mode to enable the re-binning of data
after the experiment. ND data were collected at a 1.5 Å center
wavelength that covered a d-space range of 0.7 to 8 Å.
Refinements of all the neutron-diffraction data were conducted
using the Rietveld method in GSAS-II.24 For the neutron-diffr-
action spectra, the background was fitted using log-interp-
olated polynomials.

2.2.4 NMR spectroscopy. 1D 7Li static and diffusion NMR
measurements were performed on a 300 MHz NMR spectro-
meter equipped with a DOTY Z-spec PFG NMR probe. The
stimulated echo pulse sequence was used to collect the 7Li
signal by varying the gradient strength up to the gradient
probe with a maximum gradient of 900 G cm−1. The diffusion
coefficients were measured with varying temperatures (from
25 °C to 88 °C) and gradient pulse separation (Δ) from 40 ms
to 150 ms with gradient pulse length (δ) of 4 ms. The diffusion
coefficients were calculated by using the Stejkal–Tanner
equation.27 1D 7Li static NMR spectra (single pulse experiment
with 90° pulse length of 12.6 μs) were collected with 32 scans
and 10 s recycling delay and fitted using DMFIT software.28 7Li
chemical shifts were externally referenced to 1 M LiTFSI
solution.

3. Results and discussion
3.1 Synthesis and phase evolution

Summary plots of in situ neutron diffraction measurements
are presented in Fig. 2, along with phase evolution and
thermal analyses. We compared three reaction routes for LYC
production at relatively large scales (3–5 grams): ammonium
coordinated (AC), ammonium free (AF), and dry mechano-
chemical (MC). This sample size aligns with a typical labora-
tory-scale synthesis procedure. For the two aqueous routes, the

precursors (LiCl and YCl3, with and without ammonium chlor-
ide) were dissolved in water and dried in a vacuum at 80 °C
before measurement. Note that the deuteron will contribute to
coherent scattering, making it possible to observe the for-
mation of complex intermediates during the phase evolution.
The reactions were conducted by heating the dried precursors
under flowing Ar with a temperature ramp rate set to 5 °C
min−1 and 1 hour holds at 100, 200, 300, 400, and 500 °C
before cooling to room temperature (∼30 °C).

After comparing the three ND contour plots, the first obser-
vation reveals that the AC route (Fig. 2a) is more complex than
the others. At 50 °C, YCl3 and ND4Cl precursors are present
(identified by peaks at 2.76 and 1.58 Å, respectively), and the
diffraction intensities begin to fade at 100 °C (Fig. 2a). We also
initially observe both YCl3 and YCl3·6H2O (peaks at 2.74 and
3.91 Å respectively), as well as small amounts of ND4Cl and
LiCl (1.93 and 2.96 Å respectively). Rietveld refinement of the
patterns within the contour plot quantifies the phase evolution
(Fig. 2b). As the guidelines point out, these precursors are con-
sumed and form the (ND4)3YCl6 complex intermediate, AYC, at
100 °C (identified by the peak at 3.83 Å). The AYC complex
assumes a C2/c structure of the form Cs3BiCl6, where YCl6

3−

octahedrals are indeed formed and stabilized.29 Unlike the
final product, trigonal LYC (P3̄m1), the cations are not well
ordered into rows, as shown in Fig. 1. This reaction is
accompanied by an intermediate phase(s), which we call LYC-I.
We note here that this intermediate is only seen during the AC
route. The formation of AYC is seen in the thermal analysis
(Fig. 2b), which displays an endothermic peak at 100 °C (Peak
1) and significant weight loss corresponding to D2O loss. The
AYC complex is not long-lived, being consumed at 200 °C and
giving way to more intense LYC-I peaks and YCl3 formation
(Fig. 2a). DSC shows an endothermic process at 175 °C (Peak
2) that appears to be a convolution of the AYC decomposition
and LYC-I formation. Between 200 and 500 °C, the phase frac-
tion of LYC-I increases and YCl3 decreases, ending with LYC-I
melting, also congruent with an endothermic feature at 475 °C
(Peak 4). Within this range, we also observed an endothermic
process with significant mass loss between 330 and 375 °C
(Peak 3), which correlates with ND4Cl decomposition.30 Given
that LYC has known polymorphs and no additional phase was
observed in the reaction, we believe LYC-I to be a metastable
polymorph.

Ex situ infrared spectroscopy in Fig. S4† confirms the pres-
ence of H2O with NH4

+ cations with strong vibrations at
3100–3200 cm−1 (N–H stretching) and 1420 cm−1 (N–H scissor-
ing). These bands are absent after annealing at 350 °C and the
O–H bands are absent after annealing at 500 °C. The resulting
LYC phase that crystallized from all in situ melts was the target
trigonal LYC phase (P3̄m1). We note that while the YCl3 impur-
ity appears significant in the AC sample, it is likely the result
of the LYC melt dripping through the quartz basket’s porous
bottom. The ex situ samples do not show this impurity in simi-
larly large phase fractions, as discussed later.

The AF sample contour plot (Fig. 2c) begins with LiCl and
YCl3·6D2O phases being present with no anhydrous YCl3
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phase detected (Fig. 2d). The DSC shows no feature at 100 °C
associated with intermediate complexes (Fig. 2d); however,
during heating to 175 °C the DSC curve shows a large
endothermic process alongside substantial mass loss (Peak 1).
These results correlate with YCl3 hydrate consumption and
LYC formation in Fig. 2d. The LYC formed here is the targeted
trigonal phase and is associated with the second more minor
endothermic process in the DSC (230 °C, Peak 2 in DSC). The
consumption of the YCl3 hydrate also results in the formation
of the YOCl impurity phase that is formed around 350 °C
(Peak 3).31 This fact demonstrates that the synthesis routes
result in differing intermediate phases and reaction kinetics
and may allow for trapping novel metastable phases. LYC con-
tinues to increase until 500 °C when it melts, leaving insoluble
YOCl and LiCl behind. DSC shows LYC melting as a smaller
endothermic peak at 475 °C (Peak 4) commensurate with this
route’s less efficient LYC formation. After cooling, LYC reforms
while YOCl and LiCl impurities remain, allowing us to con-
clude that ammonium chloride is required to protect the YCl3
precursor from hydrolysis during heating.

Fig. 2e and f show MC reaction route evolution starting
with planetary milled LiCl and YCl3 for 24 h. This reaction pro-
ceeds through the most direct route, with LYC being already
formed with unreacted LiCl at 68 and 32 wt%, respectively
(Fig. 2f). While YCl3 was not initially detected, we suspect it
was present as an amorphous phase, given its immediate
appearance with heating. During the temperature ramp, the
LiCl phase decreases, and after 175 °C, an endothermic
process (Peak 1) is observed and the YCl3 phase decreases. The
latter effect correlated to the small exothermic peak ∼275 °C
(Peak 2) in Fig. 2f. Again, LYC melts at 475 °C (Peak 3 in the
DSC) with residual YCl3 being present (9 wt%) after cooldown.
The LYC phase observed throughout this route was trigonal;
however, it started from a nanocrystalline subproduct that has
a significant amount of Y2–Y3 site disorder in line with pre-
vious reports.32,33

We followed the formation of (ND4)3YCl6 (AYC) by mixing
ND4Cl and YCl3 in D2O using in situ NPD (Fig. 3). While
solving the crystal structure is outside the scope of this report,
we highlight a few findings. The temperature-dependent stack

Fig. 2 Visualization of the synthesis pathways using in situ neutron diffraction of the AC (a), AF (c), and MC (e), along with their respective phase
evolutions with thermal analysis spectra from TGA and DSC (b, d, and f). The contour plots are during heating from 47 to 500 °C only. The initial
NPD pattern is the precursors after dissolution and vacuum drying (or mixing) prior to ramping, and the final NPD pattern is the RT product obtained
after cooling. Endothermic peaks are numbered for textual clarity (see Fig. S1–3† for high-resolution images).
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plot in Fig. 3a shows the initial sample containing anhydrous
YCl3 and ND4Cl (peaks at 2.76 and 3.94 Å, respectively). As the
temperature reaches 100 °C, the ND4Cl peaks vanish, and the
AYC peaks form, which are stable up to 250 °C. The thermal
analysis shows residual dehydration and AYC formation are
likely convoluted between Peaks 1 and 2 in the DSC. During
the AC reaction, AYC was observed during the dehydration,
and the peaks vanished as the temperature reached 175 °C
(Fig. 2b). This suggests that the reaction to form LYC from AYC
through the replacement of ammonia with Li+ is thermo-
dynamically and kinetically favorable.

This conclusion is reinforced by the fact that Meyer et al.
proposed a decomposition of (ND4)3[YCl6] back into YCl3 and
NH4Cl at around 425 °C, which we do not see evidence for in
the AC route.34 We also do not observe the presence of large
amounts of LiCl during the AC phase evolution prior to
forming Li3YCl6, which could signal the existence of a distinct
(NH4)3[YCl6]·3LiCl composite structure.11 We note that when
comparing the thermal analysis of all the aqueous processes
(Fig. 2b, d and f), an approximate weight loss of 30% from
room temperature to 200 °C is seen, corresponding to D2O

being removed from the structure. Ammonium chloride allows
water to be removed from YCl3·6H2O without hydrolysis to
YOCl at lower temperatures, presumably by shifting the struc-
ture from coordination with water to a hexahedral coordi-
nation with Cl−. The last two endothermic peaks (3 and 4) in
Fig. 3b do not seem to directly correlate to any observed
changes in the in situ NPD data. Some possible explanations
for this can be gleaned from a similar process observed in the
other samples. For the MCA sample, we observe a similar
small endothermic peak coinciding with the crystallization of
YCl3 (Peak 1), which could coincide with the YCl3 observed in
the 150 and 250 °C NPD data. Previous work observed a phase
transition of NH4Cl from an α to a β high-temperature phase at
180 °C; however, we do not see the characteristic strong reflec-
tion for this phase in the NPD data (the expected peak at
3.298 Å is absent).34 The final small endothermic process at
∼250 °C (Peak 4 in Fig. 3b) could be the consumption of
residual YCl3 as observed in the AF reaction route. Lastly, YOCl
formation is not observed in the NPD because the sample
stayed below the crystallization temperature (∼330 °C).

3.2 Synthesis–structure–property correlation

Recent literature reviews have established the significant
relationship between the synthesis route and solid electrolyte
properties ranging from the room temperature ionic conduc-
tivity to the electrochemical stability window.16,35 Here, we
summarize observations related to atomic structure from ND
(lattice parameters), particle morphology, and bulk and grain
boundary conductivity. In Fig. 4 we display the Rietveld refine-
ment results for NPD data collected on each of the three pro-
ducts within sealed vanadium cans at room temperature. We
note here that the samples always have approximately 5%
chloride impurity, whether it was YCl3 or LiCl. In this study,
the impurity was stochastic; however, we didn’t apply signifi-
cant effort in resolving the causal relationship other than
annealing drives YCl3 impurity formation. When comparing
the lattice parameters of the MC and MCA samples obtained
from NPD, we find that upon annealing, the lattice volume
contracts from 662.13 to 659.02 ± 0.02 Å3, and the lattice para-
meters a and c contract from 11.235 to 11.220 ± 0.001 Å and
6.0573 to 6.0493 ± 0.0006 Å, respectively. The AC product has a
similar lattice volume to the MCA sample, 660 Å3. It is possible
for the differences in lattice parameters to be driven by Y2–Y3
site disorder, where zero site disorder would correspond to
100% occupation of the Y2 site.21,33 Upon milling, the MC
sample starts with 39% site disorder, and after annealing, this
is reduced to 22% site disorder for the MCA sample. This
trend of decreasing site disorder as a function of annealing
agrees with previous reports.33

The degree of disorder can be qualitatively evaluated
through 7Li static NMR. As shown in Fig. 6, the MC sample
exhibits two distinct features: a narrow and a broad 7Li peak.
The narrow Gaussian peak itself is a superposition of a quad-
rupole central transition and a partially narrowed response,
which is attributed to Li+ ions undergoing rapid hopping. At
the same time, the latter broad satellite quadrupolar feature

Fig. 3 (a) in situ NPD data showing AYC formation heating from ∼45 to
250 °C from a dehydrated ND4Cl + YCl3 mixture and (b) TGA/DSC of the
same precursor. Diffraction tick marks were obtained by phase identifi-
cation match to Cs3BiCl6. Endothermic peaks are labeled for textual
clarity.
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corresponds to those occupying crystallographic inequivalent
sites.36 The disorder in the latter is featured by distribution in
quadrupolar parameters, resulting in a rounded line shape
without well-defined divergences. These narrow and broad
peaks converge at elevated temperatures due to rapid Li+

motion (see Fig. S8†).
In the annealed MCA sample, two distinct 7Li features have

been identified. The peak associated with Li+ ions situated in
inequivalent crystallographic sites exhibits a well-defined
quadrupole powder pattern, consistent with the diffraction
result that annealing induces ordering in the Li+ sublattice.
On the contrary, the static spectrum of the solution-syn-
thesized AC product reveals three distinct 7Li features. A single
narrow peak is ascribed to the fast-moving Li+ ions, while two
well-defined quadrupolar features are associated with Li+ ions
sited in different inequivalent crystallographic sites. This high-
lights the more heterogeneous structure of sample AC com-
pared to the MCA sample. In both samples, the quadrupolar
features narrow with temperature, which can be attributed to
increased Li+ motion. The representative deconvolution of
static spectra is shown in ESI Fig. S9.†

We used electrochemical impedance spectroscopy (EIS) to
investigate the impact of the synthesis route on the ionic con-
ductivity and activation energy. The activation energy was
obtained by the Arrhenius relationship for solid-state ionic
transport in eqn (3),

σionicT ¼ σ0 exp � Ea
kBT

� �
ð3Þ

where σ0, kB, and T are the temperature-independent
Arrhenius prefactor, the Boltzmann constant, and the absolute
temperature, respectively. σ0 represents the frequency of

lithium hopping events at a standard carrier concentration
within the solid ionic conductor.37,38 Fig. 5a shows representa-
tive Nyquist plots showing low ionic resistance and the pres-
ence of grain boundaries. For the LYC AC sample, the room
temperature lattice ionic conductivity is 0.57 ± 0.05 mS cm−1,
while the grain boundary is 0.043 mS cm−1, more than an
order of magnitude lower. For the LYC MCA sample, we see a
much smaller difference in the two processes, 0.42 ± 0.03 mS
cm−1 for the lattice vs. 0.21 ± 0.01 mS cm−1 for the grain
boundary. For the MC product, the grains are neglectable,
showing 0.47 ± 0.01 mS cm−1 for lattice conductivity. Fig. 5b
compares the Arrhenius behaviour for the total conductivity of
the LYC products, showing that the products have similar
values conductivity activation energies of ∼0.35 ± 0.01 eV.
However, deconvoluting the bulk and grain boundary shows
that the activation energy for the lattice conductivity for AC,
MC, and MCA are 0.22, 0.15, and 0.17 eV, respectively. This
result suggests that the Y distribution between the Y2–Y3 sites
strongly influences ionic conduction. The change (a 13% increase
in the activation energy) is likely due to the 17% reduction in site
disorder observed in the NPD data. This observation is in line with
previous reports regarding the effect of annealing time on the
mechanochemically synthesized Li3YCl6, where it was observed that
the conductivity decreased as the milled sample was annealed for
more extended periods of time ranging from 1 minute to 1 hour.33

That said, we also observed an increase of 25% in the grain bound-
ary activation energy, which increased from 0.28 to 0.39 eV between
the MC-derived product and the AF product. This shows that micro-
structure is equally important in determining the ionic transport
properties of LYC and must be optimized during synthesis or
processing.

PFG NMR was utilized to measure Li+ diffusivity, DLi+, as
functions of temperature and diffusion time (i.e., gradient pulse

Fig. 4 (a) Refined crystal structure of tetragonal LYC product highlighting the Y2 and Y3 site disorder along with Rietveld refinement of the (b)
LYC-AC (c) LYC-MC (d) LYC-MCA products’ measured ND data. See Fig. S5–7† for high-resolution images.

Research Article Inorganic Chemistry Frontiers

3006 | Inorg. Chem. Front., 2024, 11, 3001–3010 This journal is © the Partner Organisations 2024

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 1

7 
A

pr
il 

20
24

. D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

on
 1

2/
4/

20
25

 9
:2

4:
41

 P
M

. 
 T

hi
s 

ar
tic

le
 is

 li
ce

ns
ed

 u
nd

er
 a

 C
re

at
iv

e 
C

om
m

on
s 

A
ttr

ib
ut

io
n-

N
on

C
om

m
er

ci
al

 3
.0

 U
np

or
te

d 
L

ic
en

ce
.

View Article Online

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d4qi00559g


separation), as displayed in Fig. 7. It is worth noting that, firstly,
Li+ diffusion in MCA is slower compared to AC and MC, which
is consistent with conductivity results. Secondly, The DLi+ of AC
and MC are found to be comparable. All DLi+ exhibit increase
with temperature, demonstrating Arrhenius behavior; Ea = 0.43
eV for AC and MC, and 0.33 eV for MCA. The dependence of DLi+

on Δ shows a decreasing trend for all samples (Fig. 7b). In free
isotropic diffusion, D is independent of Δ. The results here indi-
cate that free diffusion is restricted roughly to the length scale
of the PFG experiment, given by ∼(Dt )1/2, which is on the order
of 1 µm and is similar to the average particle size of 800 nm as
determined by electron micrographs.

We estimated the correlated migration of the Li+ ions using
the inverse Haven ratio (HR

−1), which is the ratio of the
measured conductivity and the theoretically derived value
obtained by a tracer diffusion coefficient and the Nernst–
Einstein relationship.

σdiff ¼ ne2

kBT
DLiþ ð4Þ

where n is the concentration of the mobile ion. We assumed
Li+ motion is from the more mobile one of the two lithium
sites. When HR

−1 is greater than unity, correlated charge
motion is present. For the sake of comparison, we hold n con-
stant for each sample at 6.8 × 10−3 Li+ Å−3; thus, the values in
Table 1 have convolutions of correlated motion and mobile Li+

concentration. The table shows that the solution and mechan-
ochemical-synthesized products have higher correlated

Fig. 5 (a) Representative Nyquist plots of each sample at 35 °C, along
with representative fit of the Nyquist plot and equivalent circuit for the
LYC MCA sample at 35 °C. (b) Arrhenius plot comparison for the Li3YCl6
M, MCA, and AC samples’ lattice conductivity.

Fig. 7 Diffusion coefficients of Li+ of AC (black circle), MC (red triangle)
and MCA (blue square) measured as a function of (a) temperature from
25 to 88 °C and (b) gradient pulse separation (Δ) from 40 ms to 150 ms.

Table 1 Inverse Haven ratio (HR
−1) of Li3YCl6 products

Product HR
−1 at 25 °C HR

−1 at 70 °C

AC 2.69 2.55
MC 1.80 1.47
MCA 0.35 0.62

Fig. 6 7Li static NMR spectra of MC, MCA, and AC samples and the
deconvolution fits.
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migration than the annealed sample. These results are similar
in value to those obtained for doped and undoped Li3ScCl6.

39

HR
−1 decreases with temperature, suggesting that more Li+-

ions become mobile or more correlated jumps occur during
self-diffusion. We note that HR

−1 is significantly suppressed
for the MCA sample, being below unity, suggesting that grain
boundary influences affect the conductivity measurement.
That said, given the contraction of the lattice due to annealing
and the well-defined quadrupole satellite peaks in the static
7Li NMR (Fig. 6), a significant portion of the Li+ is in well-
defined sites, suggesting that the mobile Li+ concentration is
less than the other two samples. These results highlight the
correlations between the synthesis procedure and the micro-
structure of the product.

4. Conclusions

Our work compares the reaction mechanism across multiple
synthetic routes, showing that LYC formation differs in terms
of intermediate phases and kinetics. Aqueous ammonium co-
ordinated routes are a promising strategy for optimizing not
only the performance of halide solid electrolytes but also the
processing and, eventually, large-scale production. We show
the importance of forming complex halide intermediates
necessary to synthesize Li3YCl6 through aqueous routes.
Control of this intermediate is the key to enabling process
control for large batch reactor reaction engineering for halide
solid electrolytes. The LYC products were also found to differ
significantly in their ionic transport. These differences are
shown to be driven by changes in local microstructure, which
affected the correlated Li+ transport or the concentration of
mobile Li+. We find annealing of LYC induces grain boundary
formation regardless of the synthesis route. For the LYC pro-
perties to be optimized for use in either halide-based or
bilayer-based ASSBs, careful consideration must be made as to
the ideal synthesis route to use for both processing and optim-
ization performance. Potential future directions include opti-
mizing processing parameters to enable microstructures with
smaller grain boundary resistance and favorable particle size
distributions, as well as exploring novel liquid-phase tech-
niques compatible with higher and lower valence transition
metal chlorides such as ZrCl2 and HfCl2.
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