Showcasing research from Dr Javier A. Martinez, from
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The structure-giving role of Rb* ions for water-ice
nanoislands supported on Cu(111)

This work studies the solvation of rubidium in contact with
Cu(11) surface by low-temperature STM at two different
rubidium coverages. In the presence of rubidium, the fractal

dimension and mean area of water-ice nanoislands increase,

and their apparent height and corrugation decrease,
relative to the islands on the pristine surface. These changes
demonstrate the structure-maker effect of rubidium.

This study contributes to a better knowledge of solvation
processes.
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