
Sensors & Diagnostics

PAPER

Cite this: Sens. Diagn., 2023, 2, 445

Received 6th January 2023,
Accepted 7th February 2023

DOI: 10.1039/d3sd00007a

rsc.li/sensors

An electrochemiluminescent sensor based on
hydrophilic CsPbBr3/TDPA nanocrystals for
sensitive detection of nitrobenzene

Wen-Xu Zhang, Jing-Shuai Chen, Xing-Pei Liu,*
Chang-Jie Mao * and Bao-Kang Jin

The extreme sensitivity of perovskite nanoparticles to water has seriously hindered their application. At

present, all inorganic perovskite nanocrystals (NCs) have received extensive attention due to their excellent

photoelectric properties. A highly hydrophilic composite CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs was synthesized in the

presence of oleylamine molecules, which greatly enhanced its water stability. The

electrochemiluminescence (ECL) intensity and stability of the composites are much higher than those of

single CsPbBr3 quantum dots (QDs). For the first time, we have developed a sensor for the specific

detection of nitrobenzene using the ECL method. It was found that nitrobenzene could significantly

enhance the ECL signal of CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs. The ECL sensor showed a good linear relationship with the

concentration of nitrobenzene in the range of 1 mM to 0.1 μM, and the detection limit was as low as 0.05

μM (S/N = 3). This work provides a new idea for the development of nitrobenzene ECL sensors.

With the development of science and technology,
environmental pollution is becoming more and more serious
due to the mass production and wide application of various
chemical raw materials. Nitrobenzene compounds are widely
used in chemical raw materials. For example, nitrobenzene is
used in the manufacture of explosives, fuels, pesticides, drugs
and other raw materials.1 There are also some enterprises
that use nitrobenzene as a solvent, used in coatings, shoes,
floor materials and other production activities.2 However,
nitrobenzene can poison people and animals, damage the
blood circulation and nervous system, and cause anemia and
even death.3 Nitrobenzene is usually stable in water due to
the strong electron-absorbing properties of the nitro group of
the aromatic ring.4 The detection methods of nitrobenzene
mainly include fluorescence (FL)5 and scanning tunneling
microscope break junction technique (STM-BJ).6 Nevertheless,
these methods may lack a certain degree of sensitivity and
their costs are not easily estimated. At present, the ECL
detection method of nitrobenzene has not been reported.
ECL analysis technology is widely used in the detection field
because of its advantages of low detection limit and high
sensitivity.

Due to their excellent photoelectric properties, lead halide
perovskites have attracted extensive attention in recent years.

Perovskite is a direct bandgap semiconductor and has
excellent carrier transport characteristics, and its optical
bandgap can be adjusted by changing the type and
proportion of halogen atoms.7 At present, all inorganic
perovskite nanocrystals (NCs) have been widely used in the
preparation of high-efficiency solar cells,8 light-emitting
diodes,9 lasers10 and photodetectors.11 They also have many
applications in the field of analysis and testing, such as
fluorescent probes,12 ECL,13 photoelectric chemistry14 and so
on. However, the stability of all inorganic perovskite
nanoparticles is poor, especially in water, which greatly limits
their practical application. Ligand engineering and coating
with inert shells have proved to be effective methods to
improve the stability of perovskites. In the absence of any
amines, ligands reduce non-radioactive recombination
pathways from surface defects. Therefore, oleamine ligands
were identified to contribute to reaction kinetics. They have
the ability to interact with the surface of cesium bromide
NCs through the formation of hydrogen bonds, via either
direct ligand addition or substitution of the surface Cs+

cations. Alkyl phosphinic acids, which have a strong affinity
for Pb2+, contain two chelating sites that allow the ligand to
interact strongly with the surface of perovskite nanoparticles
and have been used to replace oleic acid.15 For example,
Kovalenko et al. first prepared CsPbX3 perovskite NCs by hot
injection of cesium stearate in PbBr2 solution at 170 °C with
the assistance of long-chain organic ligands such as
octadecene and oleylamine.16 Wu et al. synthesized sodium
(Na) passivated CsPbBr3 nanocrystals at room temperature
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using a modified ligand-assisted reprecipitation method and
dispersed them in water/n-hexane solution.17 However, after
some surface modification, they still have inherent fragility
in terms of stability. This not only hinders the application of
perovskite NCs in photochemistry, but also becomes a major
obstacle to their future application in
electrochemiluminescence.

Electrochemiluminescence (ECL) is a kind of light
radiation produced by electrochemically induced energy
relaxation of excited states.18 It has the advantages of high
sensitivity, low background signal and easy control.19

CsPbBr3 QDs have excellent photoelectric performance, and
many researchers have begun to explore their ECL
performance. Zhu et al. obtained strong and stable ECL from
CsPbBr3 QDs by hydrolyzing tetramethyl orthosilicate while
encapsulating CsPbBr3 QDs and a coreactant (CoR) into an in
situ generated SiO2 matrix.20 Wang et al. used hydrogen
peroxide as the co-reactive agent for the first time to
investigate the charge transfer related anodic redox and ECL
of all-inorganic perovskite CsPbBr3 NCs in aqueous media.21

However, most studies based on CsPbBr3 QDs only focus on
anode ECL, and there are few reports on cathode ECL of
perovskites. Cathodic ECL also has unique advantages, such
as expanding the possible types of ECL reactions, eliminating
the oxidation products of the emitter, and reducing the
interference of compounds present in the sample.22

Therefore, it is of great significance to explore the cathode
ECL properties of all inorganic perovskites.

The application of self-assembled alkyl phosphate
monolayers on metal or metal oxide surfaces has been used
as a stabilization method to protect metal surfaces and
interfaces against corrosion.23 In this work, we synthesized
tetradecylphosphonic acid (TDPA) coated CsPbBr3
nanocrystals by supersaturated crystallization rather than by
hot injection. This method has the advantages of simple and
controllable synthesis conditions, cost saving and easy to
carry out large-scale synthesis. We systematically studied the
cathodic ECL performance of CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs in aqueous
solution. The results show that the NCs still maintained good
ECL performance after one week of dispersion in water.
CsPbBr3 QD based ECL analysis has been performed in the
aqueous phase, expanding its application in biological
analysis. Compared with pure CsPbBr3 NCs, the material
overcomes the luminescence instability defect of CsPbBr3
QDs and has better ECL signal intensity. A series of classical
semiconductor nanocrystals, such as CdSe,24 CdS,25 and
ZnS,26 have ECL emission characteristics. However, they have
been criticized for the stability of their ECL response signal,
especially the instability of NCs in the ECL process with high
excitation electrochemical potential. Moreover, the low ECL
signal intensity of some two-dimensional nanosheets also
limits their application in ECL analysis. For example, the ECL
emission of a g-C3N4 film rapidly degrades at the applied
potential range of 0 to −1.5 V.27 This can be ascribed to
electrode passivation occurring immediately after one cyclic
potential scan, leading to a sharp decrease in ECL emission

at subsequent potential scans. Although a stable ECL signal
can be obtained by using small cathodic potentials, the ECL
intensity is apparently too weak for analytical application.
Nevertheless, the combined action of TDPA and oleylamine
molecules improved the surface defect state of CsPbBr3 QDs
and promoted the charge transfer recombination of quantum
dots and excited states, as well as greatly enhancing the ECL
signal intensity and luminescence stability. However,
CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs have not been used in the application of
ECL research right now. This material overcomes the
characteristics of poor conductivity of traditional CsPbBr3
QDs, and has excellent electrochemical activity and electron
transport ability. Moreover, nitrobenzene can specifically
enhance the ECL signal of CsPbBr3, which is believed to have
broad development prospects.

Experimental section
Chemicals and materials

Caesium bromide (99.5%), lead bromide (99.0%), and
oleylamine (OAm, 80–90%) were obtained from Aladdin.
Toluene (99.8%) was purchased from Aldrich. N,N-
Dimethylformamide (DMF, 99.8%), sodium chloride (AR,
99.5%), potassium chloride (99.5%), sodium phosphate
dibasic (99.99% metals basis), potassium phosphate
monobasic (99.5%), potassium persulfate (99.5%),
nitrobenzene (AR, 99%), 1-tetradecylphosphonic acid (TDPA,
98%), and oleic acid (OA, AR) were obtained from Macklin.

Apparatus

X-ray polycrystalline diffractometer (XRD, Smartlab, 9 kW,
Japan), X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy (XPS, ESCALAB 250,
the United States), fluorescence spectrometer (PL, F-2500,
Japan), Fourier transform infrared spectrometer (FTIR, NEXUS-
870, Japan), ultraviolet visible absorption spectrometer (UV-
1750, Shimadzu, Japan), scanning electron microscope (SEM,
REGULUS8230, Japan), transmission electron microscope
(TEM, JEM-2100, Japan). All electrochemical measurements
were carried out on a CHI 660E electrochemical workstation
(Shanghai CH Instrument Co., Ltd., China) and the
measurements of electrochemiluminescence (ECL) were taken
on an MPI-E electrochemiluminescence analyzer (Xi'An Remax
Electronic Science & Technology Co. Ltd., Xi'An, China). During
the test, a Ag/AgCl electrode was selected as the reference
electrode, a platinum wire electrode as the auxiliary electrode
and a glassy carbon electrode (GCE) as the working electrode.
The photomultiplier tube voltage is set to 600 V.
Electrochemical impedance spectroscopy (EIS) measurements
were carried out on an AutoLab electrochemical analysis
instrument (Holland).

Preparation of CsPbBr3 QDs

Traditional CsPbBr3 QDs were prepared according to
methods reported in the literature.28 In brief, 0.1 mmol of
CsBr and 0.1 mmol of PbBr2 were dissolved in 2 mL of DMF,
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and then 80 μL of OAm and 250 μL of OA were added with
vigorous stirring. Then, strong green emission was observed
when 200 μL precursor solution was dispersed into 3 mL
toluene solvent.

Preparation of CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs

CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs were synthesized according to the
literature.29 Some details have been slightly changed. In brief,
0.1 mmol of CsBr, 0.1 mmol of PbBr2, 25 mg of TDPA and 0.125
mL of OAm were dissolved in 2.5 mL of DMF and stirred
vigorously. Then, 200 μL of the precursor solution was dispersed
into 2 mL toluene solvent and centrifuged at 9000 rpm for 10
min. At last, the NCs were washed with cyclohexane several
times, and dried in a vacuum drying oven. The synthesis
process of CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs is shown in Scheme 1(A).

Construction of the sensor

The assembly process of the sensor is shown in Scheme 1(B).
Firstly, the glassy carbon electrode was polished with
alumina powder, and then sonicated in ultrapure water,
ethanol and ultrapure water, and finally the surface of the
GCE was dried with nitrogen. 10 μL of 0.5 mg mL−1 CsPbBr3/
TDPA NCs were dropped on the electrode surface and dried
in air for electrochemical testing. The prepared sensor was
placed in 5 mL test liquid containing 0.12 M K2S2O8 and 10
mM PBS (pH = 7.4). The scanning potential range varies from
0 to −2.0 V, the scanning rate is 100 mV s−1, and the high
voltage of the photomultiplier tube is set at 600 V.

Results and discussion
Morphological and structural characterization

Fig. 1A shows the TEM images of CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs aqueous
solution at the initial stage, in which the NCs presented the
shape of regular nanocubes. In addition, the size uniformity
of nanoparticles coated with TDPA and OAm is also fabulous.
The high-resolution TEM (HR-TEM) image (Fig. 1B) of the

NCs showed a d-spacing of 2.9 Å, which was consistent with
the (200) crystal face of cubic phase CsPbBr3.

30 As shown in
Fig. 1C, the as-prepared CsPbBr3 showed a nanoplate shape
with good size uniformity.

We further analyzed the crystal phase structure of CsPbBr3/
TDPA NCs powder by XRD, as shown in Fig. 2A. There are also
broad peaks and some impurity peaks on the curve of
CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs, which can be confirmed as the peak of
TDPA by comparing with the XRD spectrum of TDPA. At the
same time, the main diffraction peaks of NCs correspond to
the (100), (110), (200), (210), (211) and (202) crystal planes of
cubic phase CsPbBr3, respectively, indicating that the
CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs have a cubic crystal structure.31 We
further investigated the crystal structure changes of
nanoparticles dispersed in water for different periods of time
(Fig. 2B). After one or even 5 days of CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs
dissolution in water, the position of the XRD peaks almost
did not change, indicating that the NCs basically maintained
the original cubic phase structure. However, individual small
peaks also appeared at 2θ = 23.5° and 2θ = 26.4°, which may
be due to the recrystallization of the nanoparticles in water,
resulting in a change in crystal orientation. At the same time,
the prepared materials were characterized by Fourier
transform infrared spectroscopy, and the results are shown in
Fig. 2C. Curve a is the infrared spectrum of CsPbBr3/TDPA
NCs, and curve b is the infrared spectrum of TDPA. By
comparing the FTIR spectra of TDPA and CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs,
the peaks at 2933 cm−1 and 2858 cm−1 can be summed up as
the characteristic stretching vibration peaks of C–H.
Meanwhile, curve b shows that the peaks at 1000 cm−1 and
962 cm−1 can be attributed to the characteristic stretching
vibration peaks of P–O–H.32 Notably, curve a shows that the
PO tensile vibration at 1230 cm−1 is replaced by a broad
peak at 1000–900 cm−1, indicating that the PO and P–O–H
bonds gradually break and produce Pb–O–P bonds.33 The
successful synthesis of the NCs was confirmed. The UV-vis
absorption spectra and photoluminescence spectra of the
synthesized CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs and CsPbBr3 QDs solution are
shown in Fig. 2D. The maximum absorption peak and
fluorescence emission peak of CsPbBr3/TDPA are located at
512 nm and 519 nm, respectively. The CsPbBr3 QDs exhibit an
absorption onset at 509 nm and an emission peak at 518 nm.
A red shift was observed in CsPbBr3 NCs in both cases of
absorption and emission upon loading into TDPA, which may
be attributed to an increase in the size of NCs after engaging
with TDPA. In this work, we used TDPA and OAm as ligands
and it was found that the fluorescence intensity of CsPbBr3
synthesized with TDPA as the ligand was stronger than that
with OA and OAm as ligands. This should be due to the more
efficient surface passivation of CsPbBr3 NCs by TDPA,
resulting in reduced surface defect density.

The valence states of surface elements of CsPbBr3/TDPA
NCs were characterized by X-ray photoelectron spectroscopy.
The results are shown in Fig. 3. Fig. 3A shows that the Cs,
Pb, Br, C, N, O and P elements exist in CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs.
The peaks of Pb 4f are located at 143 and 138.1 eV,

Scheme 1 (A) The synthesis process of CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs. (B)
Construction and detection of ECL sensors.

Sensors & Diagnostics Paper

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 0

9 
Fe

br
ua

ry
 2

02
3.

 D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

on
 7

/1
5/

20
25

 5
:1

8:
04

 A
M

. 
 T

hi
s 

ar
tic

le
 is

 li
ce

ns
ed

 u
nd

er
 a

 C
re

at
iv

e 
C

om
m

on
s 

A
ttr

ib
ut

io
n-

N
on

C
om

m
er

ci
al

 3
.0

 U
np

or
te

d 
L

ic
en

ce
.

View Article Online

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d3sd00007a


448 | Sens. Diagn., 2023, 2, 445–456 © 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry

corresponding to Pb 4f5/2 and Pb 4f7/2 in Fig. 3, respectively.
Additionally, the Br 3d peaks could be fitted to two peaks

(3d5/2, 3d3/2) with binding energies of 68.4 and 69.4 eV
(Fig. 3C). Meanwhile, the peaks of O 1s are located at 529.8,

Fig. 1 The (A) TEM and (B) HR-TEM images of CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs. (C) The TEM image of CsPbBr3 QDs.

Fig. 2 (A) XRD patterns of TDPA, CsPbBr3 QDs and CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs. (B) XRD patterns of CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs dispersed in water for different
times. (C) The FTIR spectra of (a) CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs and (b) TDPA. (D) Absorbance spectra of CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs (a) and CsPbBr3 QDs (b);
photoluminescence spectra of CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs (c) and CsPbBr3 QDs (d).
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530.3 and 530.9 eV (Fig. 3D), corresponding to bulk O, Pb–O,
and Pb–O–P bonds in CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs, respectively. The
above results prove that we have successfully synthesized
CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs.

Stability of CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs

Due to the poor stability of perovskite materials, it is difficult
to maintain their original structure and optical properties

due to the influence of environmental and interface factors.
And the instability of perovskite-type nanomaterials in
aqueous solution greatly limits their electrochemical
applications. Therefore, the water stability of CsPbBr3/TDPA
NCs was investigated by measuring their ECL. The CsPbBr3/
TDPA NCs were dispersed in water until a clear homogeneous
solution was formed. Then, 0.5 mg mL−1 aqueous CsPbBr3/
TDPA NCs solution was modified on a GCE to detect the ECL
intensity at different periods. As shown in Fig. 4, after one

Fig. 3 XPS analysis of the full region of CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs (A) and different elements Pb 4f (B), Br 3d (C), and O 1s (D).

Fig. 4 (A) The relative ECL intensity of 0.5 mg mL−1 NCs as a function of time in water. (B) Effects of aqueous storage time on the ECL peak
intensity of CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs|GCE.
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day of CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs dispersion in water, the ECL
intensity still remained at 90% of the initial intensity.
Compared to a previous study,34 it is worth noting that after
a week of dispersion in water, the ECL intensity of the NCs
was still 40% of the initial intensity, indicating that the water
stability of the NCs was excellent. We conclude that the
combined action of TDPA and OAm can improve the water
stability of ECL and play an important role in delaying the
degradation rate of CsPbBr3 NCs in water.

Feasibility of electrochemical sensors

In order to further explore the feasibility of the constructed
sensor, electrochemical impedance spectroscopy (EIS), cyclic
voltammetry (CV) and ECL tests were used to characterize the
modification process of the electrode surface. EIS was used
to monitor the changes of interface properties of different
electrode surfaces with 0.05 mmol L−1 Fe(CN)6

3−/4−. The
impedance spectrum includes a semicircle part and a linear
part. The semi-circular part with higher frequency
corresponds to the electron transfer limiting process, while
the linear part with lower frequency represents the diffusion
limiting process.35 The bare GCE has the smallest impedance
value (curve a, Fig. 5A), indicating that the GCE has good
electrical conductivity. The resistance of the GCE modified by
CsPbBr3 QDs (Fig. 5B) is very large, indicating that its

electrical conductivity is very poor. Compared with the bare
GCE, the TDPA-modified GCE had higher impedance values
(curve c in Fig. 5A). This is because TDPA, as a long organic
small molecule, has a low electrical conductivity. Notably, the
electron transfer resistance of CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs was
significantly reduced after surface modification of the GCE.
The alkyl phosphonic acid and perovskite divalent cations
(lead ions) have a strong interaction, and the change of the
Pb–Br skeleton structure and composition mainly regulates
the electronic properties. When TDPA interacts with the
perovskite, the interface of the CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs creates an
electric potential that results in the spatial separation of
carriers at the interface, which prevents the photoinduced
radiative recombination of carriers and results in changes in
their electrochemical properties. The results show that the
prepared nanoparticles have very efficient electron transfer
and excellent electrochemical activity. Fig. 5C shows the CV
responses of the different modified electrodes. The exposed
glassy carbon electrode (curve a) shows a pair of obvious
Fe(CN)6

3−/4− redox peaks, indicating its excellent electron
transport capacity. After modification of CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs
on the electrode surface (curve b), the peak current of the
Fe(CN)6

3−/4− redox pair decreased slightly. When TDPA was
modified on the electrode surface (curve c), the separation
degree of redox peaks gradually increased, and the peak current
decreased successively. In particular, the anode peak and

Fig. 5 (A) EIS characterization of (a) bare GCE, (b) CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs and (c) TDPA. (B) EIS characterization of CsPbBr3 QDs. (C) CV
characterization of (a) bare GCE, (b) CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs, (c) TDPA and (d) CsPbBr3 QDs. (D) ECL–potential curves of the different modified
electrodes.
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cathode peak significantly decreased when the electrode is
modified by CsPbBr3 QDs (curve d), which just corresponds
to the EIS results.

At present, the ECL properties of all inorganic perovskite
nanocrystals are mostly concentrated on anodic ECL, and some
related reports have shown that the ECL intensity of these
materials in organic phases is very low. In this experiment, we
measured the ECL response of a GCE modified at each step
using K2S2O8 as a coreactant (Fig. 5D). As expected, the ECL
response of bare GCE is small and negligible. However, it is
worth noting that weak ECL emission can be observed in
CsPbBr3 QDs|GCE. Moreover, after loading TDPA on the
surface of the GCE, relatively weak ECL emission can also be
observed due to its weak conductivity as a small organic
molecule. Under the combined action of OAm and TDPA, a
strong ECL signal was obtained at CsPbBr3/TDPA|GCE.
Compared to that of unmodified CsPbBr3 QDs, the ECL signal
intensity of CsPbBr3/TDPA is significantly increased by about
3.4 times, and the ECL luminous efficiency is greatly improved.

ECL mechanism of electrochemical sensors

Hole and electron injection processes play an important role
in the generation of ECL of CsPbBr3 NCs. In previous reports,
CsPbBr3 NCs or their redox products may interact with S2O8

2−

to promote the generation of cathodic electrochemical
luminescence. Therefore, we hypothesized that the ECL
emission mechanism is caused by electron transfer
annihilation between the SO4˙

− oxidation product CsPbBr3/
TDPA+ and the electroreduction product CsPbBr3/TDPA

−.
Subsequently, the electron transfer produces an excited state
CsPbBr3/TDPA*, which is then relaxed by emission. The
possible ECL mechanisms are as follows:36

S2O8
2− + e− → SO4

2− + SO4˙
−

SO4˙
− + CsPbBr3/TDPA → SO4

2− + CsPbBr3/TDPA
+

CsPbBr3/TDPA + e− → CsPbBr3/TDPA
−

CsPbBr3/TDPA
+ + CsPbBr3/TDPA

− → CsPbBr3/TDPA*

CsPbBr3/TDPA* → CsPbBr3/TDPA + hv

Based on previous reports, there is an interaction between
perovskite colloidal particles and nitrobenzene.37 π-Conjugated
molecules tend to have excellent electrical conductivity, and
good rigidity and planarity, due to the existence of π-electrons.
It was found that the introduction of conjugated groups can
greatly increase the contribution of organic components to the
band edge, and reduce the narrow band gap to a certain extent,
so as to promote the electronic coupling between the inorganic
and organic layers of low-dimensional perovskites, and further
promote the carrier transport.38 Nitrobenzene is a compound
rich in π-electrons, and its nitro group has a π–π interaction
with the benzene ring. There is a strong interaction of π

electrons between such conjugated molecules and the
perovskite octahedron, that is, the nitrocellulose group can
interact with the PbBr6 cage of the perovskite, which may
produce a passivation effect and promote the phase stability of
the low-dimensional perovskite. The phenyl group is
hydrophobic and has the potential to prevent water from
entering. Therefore, in the process of continuous ECL
scanning, the interaction between the redox products of
CsPbBr3/TDPA and S2O8

2− is further promoted due to the effect
of defect passivation and water osmosis inhibition. This
process results in more and more catalytic products in the
electrolyte, and also increases the contact area with K2S2O8.
Fig. 6 depicts the CV responses of bare GCE and CsPbBr3/TDPA
in an air-saturated water medium with K2S2O8 as a coreactant.
The obvious reduction peak of bare GCE at −0.97 V indicates
that the strong oxidant SO4˙

− is formed by electrochemical
reduction of S2O8

2−. Compared with that of the GCE, the
reduction current of the CsPbBr3/TDPA modified electrode was
significantly increased in the presence of nitrobenzene, and
the reduction potential was −0.74 V, which confirmed that
nitrobenzene could indeed enhance the cathodic ECL of
CsPbBr3/TDPA in aqueous solution.

Optimization of experimental conditions

In order to obtain optimal ECL response results, various
experimental conditions were optimized as shown in Fig. 6.
First, the scanning rate was optimized to select the best ECL
response signal value between 60 and 140 mV s−1 (Fig. 7A).
The resulting surface, without changing the rest of the
conditions, can reach steady state when the scanning rate
reaches 100 mV s−1, with the highest ECL intensity. However,
when the scanning rate exceeds 100 mV s−1, the polarization
speed of the electrode increases and the ECL intensity
decreases. Secondly, the effect of K2S2O8 concentration on
ECL intensity was also investigated (Fig. 7B). The intensity of
ECL increases with increasing concentration of K2S2O8. When
the concentration of K2S2O8 reaches 120 mM, the ECL
intensity reaches the maximum. However, when the

Fig. 6 CV responses of bare GCE and CsPbBr3/TDPA NCs in 10 mM
PBS containing 0.12 M K2S2O8 and 0.1 mM nitrobenzene.
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Fig. 7 Optimization of the experimental conditions: (A) scan rates, (B) concentration of persulfate, (C) concentration of TDPA, and (D) pH.

Fig. 8 (A) Calibration curve and (B) ECL response for different nitrobenzene levels. (C) The stability of the constructed ECL sensing platform for 25
scanning cycles. (D) The selectivity of the fabricated sensing platform for various targets.
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concentration of K2S2O8 exceeds 120 mM, too much SO4˙
− will

be produced on the electrode surface, leading to the gradual
reduction of ECL intensity. In addition, the effect of ligand
concentration on ECL intensity was also investigated
(Fig. 7C). When the ligand concentration is less than 8 mg
mL−1, the ECL intensity is low, which may be due to the poor
passivation effect on the surface of CsPbBr3 QDs. However,
when the ligand concentration was greater than 8 mg mL−1,
the intensity of ECL decreased gradually. This is because the
steric hindrance caused by the high concentration of TDPA
leads to the generation of more unaligned atoms on the
surface. Therefore, 8 mg mL−1 was chosen as the optimal
ligand concentration. Finally, the effect of solution pH on
ECL intensity was studied, and the experiment was carried
out in the pH range of 5.5–8.5 (Fig. 7D). As the pH increases,
the number of negatively charged species increases. In
addition, the electron transfer speed is greatly accelerated,
and the ECL intensity will also increase. At the same time,
when the pH is greater than 7.4, too much negative charge
will be deposited on the electrode surface, and the ECL
intensity will also decrease. Therefore, 7.4 was chosen as the
optimal pH.

Analytical performance of the ECL sensors

The ECL sensor was tested with different concentrations of
nitrobenzene under the best experimental conditions. By
the single variable method, the prepared CsPbBr3/TDPA/GCE
sensor platform was placed in a mixture of 120 mM K2S2O8

and 10 mM PBS containing different concentrations of
nitrobenzene for ECL analysis. As shown in Fig. 8A, with
the increase of target concentration, the ECL response
signal of the sensor gradually increases. In the range of
nitrobenzene concentrations from 1 mM to 0.1 μM, the
intensity of the ECL response signal was linearly related to
the logarithm of nitrobenzene concentration (Fig. 8B). The
linear fitting equation was I = 188.1301 logC + 19 865, the
correlation coefficient was 0.997, and the detection limit

was 0.05 μM (S/N = 3). In fact, the LOD was calculated
according to 3σ/S, where σ is the standard deviation of three
independent blank sample responses and S is the slope of
the analytical curve. Compared with previous studies
(Table 1), the established sensor has better performance.

Stability and selectivity of the sensor

It is well known that selectivity and stability are essential
properties of excellent sensors. After 25 consecutive CV
scanning cycles, the ECL intensity basically remained stable,
indicating that the sensor had good stability (Fig. 8C).
Meanwhile, in order to test the selectivity of the sensor, the
ECL response characteristics of the sensor platform CsPbBr3/
TDPA/GCE were used to detect a variety of different
substances. We measured and compared the ECL signal
responses of p-nitroaniline, p-nitrophenol, 4-nitrobenzoic
acid, 4-nitrochlorobenzene and nitrobenzene (Fig. 8D). The
concentration of all substances was 10 μM. Compared with
the ECL intensity of the blank solution, the ECL intensity
increased slightly with the interfering substances. At the
same time, the ECL intensity of nitrobenzene increased
obviously. In the detection of mixed samples, the signal
corresponding to the ECL sensor is equivalent to the signal
of the 10 μM nitrobenzene sample. Nitrobenzene has greater
flexibility and smaller steric hindrance than the other
detected substances. The orientation of other interfering
materials may deviate substantially from the vertical
direction, disrupting π–π stacking and reducing electron
delocalization. At the same time, nitrobenzene, as a
compound rich in π electrons, has a stronger interaction with
the surface of the perovskite, and the intercalation
configuration is less affected, so the constructed sensor has
good selectivity. The results show that the CsPbBr3/TDPA/
GCE sensor has good selectivity to nitrobenzene.

Detection of real samples

The sensor platform CsPbBr3/TDPA/GCE was used for the
detection of real samples to evaluate the practical detection
capability of the sensor platform. A tap water sample was
tested, and a recovery experiment was carried out by the
standard addition method, and then three different
concentrations of samples were measured under the same
conditions and the recovery of nitrobenzene was calculated.
The results are shown in Table 2, and the recoveries are 97%,

Table 1 Comparison of this method with other methods reported in the literature

Material Method Linear range LOD Ref.

Zn-TDPAT Fluorescence 50–5 × 103 ppm 50 ppm 39
[Ln(mtpc)1.5(DMA)(H2O)]·2H2O Fluorescence 15–150 ppm 15 ppm 40
Ln-MOFs Fluorescence 0–0.7 mM 1.46 μM 41
Co-NC-800 DPV 0.1–63 μM 0.086 μM 42
EDAS/(g-C3N4-Ag)NC CV 5–50 μM 2 μM 43
CsPbBr3/TDPA ECL 0.1–1 × 103 μM 0.05 μM This work

Table 2 Measurement of TDPA in spiked samples

Serum sample Added (μM) Found (μM) Recovery RSD (%, n = 3)

1 0 0.11 0 2.87
2 1 0.97 0.97 0.96
3 10 10.3 1.03 2.56
4 100 10.1 1.01 0.63
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101% and 103%, respectively, which proves that the sensor
has high accuracy in real environmental samples.

Conclusion

In this work, TDPA-coated CsPbBr3 QDs were synthesized by
recrystallization at room temperature. Compared with those
of unmodified CsPbBr3 QDs, the water stability and ECL
response signal of the composite are greatly improved, and
the ECL stability and reproducibility are also enhanced. ECL
analysis based on CsPbBr3 QDs is performed in the aqueous
phase, which expands its application in biological analysis.
More importantly, it greatly improves the electrochemical
performance of CsPbBr3 QDs and has more excellent
electrical conductivity. It is found that nitrobenzene can
effectively enhance the ECL response signal generated in a
CsPbBr3/TDPA–K2S2O8 system. Based on this, an ECL sensor
platform for nitrobenzene detection was prepared. In this
work, the cathodic ECL of perovskite nanocrystals in aqueous
solution was explored, and its potential application in ECL
sensors and nanodevices was expanded.
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