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Bi6O5(OH)3(NO3)5$2H2O/AgBr
composite and its long-lasting antibacterial
efficacy†

Mei Zhao, *a Mengchen Liu,a Jinfeng Yao,a Wenyu Li,a Chengdong Li,a

Qian Zhang, a Zhihua Zhangb and Wenjun Wang c

A novel Bi6O5(OH)3(NO3)5$2H2O/AgBr (6535BBN/AgBr) composite with long-lasting antibacterial efficacy

was prepared. The microstructure of the composite was characterized. AgBr nanoparticles (NPs) were

sandwiched in 6535BBN nanosheets (NSs) or loaded on their surfaces. The utilization of 6535BBN as

carriers contributed to the long-term lasting antibacterial activity of the composite after storage in water

or 0.9% NaCl. The antibacterial activity was evaluated by inhibition zones against E. coli. The inhibition

zone diameters of 6535BBN/AgBr stored in water for 0 h, 8 h, 16 h, and 48 h were measured as 22.50,

21.71, 20.43, and 20.29 mm, respectively. The activity of the composite after storage in water for 48 h

remained 90.2% of that in the beginning. After storing in 0.9% NaCl for 16 h, the activity was determined

to be 90.1% of that in the beginning. In comparison with the rapid decrease in the antibacterial activity of

pure AgBr, the slow reduction of 6535BBN/AgBr after storage indicates long-lasting efficacy. The

excellent dispersion states of 6535BBN/AgBr powders after storage in solutions were revealed, and the

positive relationship between the dispersion state and its long-lasting antibacterial activity was

suggested. Based on the unique load-on-carrier (LOC) structure, the long-lasting antibacterial

performance was promoted by the synergy of the sharp-edge-cutting effect of 6535BBN NSs,

prolonged ROS antibacterial effect, and restrained sterilization effects of silver ions caused by their slow

release.
Introduction

The antibiotic resistance of bacteria and the corresponding
excessive use of antibiotics had caused a rapid increase of drug-
resistant pathogens and antibiotic contamination in the
aqueous environment.1–3 It is urgent to develop long-lasting
antibacterial efficacy and explore non-drug antibacterial nano-
materials. The long-term lasting antibacterial effect means the
antibacterial activity of materials stored in solution for a certain
period, which is vitally signicant for clinical applications
because some infections might occur throughout the entire
treatment period such as the implant infection in implantation
operations.4–8 Non-drug antibacterial nanomaterials have
attracted increasing attention because of their promising anti-
bacterial and antimicrobial capacities, for example, Ag, Au, and
ring, Qingdao University of Science and

ing, Dalian Jiaotong University, Dalian

nal Crystals, Beijing National Laboratory

Physics, Chinese Academy of Sciences,

tion (ESI) available. See DOI:
TiO2 nanoparticles (NPs).9–11 Some non-drug nanomaterials
have exhibited effective long-lasting antibacterial performance
and potential value in clinical treatments, for example, Cu/Ti–
6Al–4V, Cu/GO, and polylactic acid (PLLA)/Ag.8,12,13 In 2020, Liu
et al. successfully synthesized the “inside–outside” Ag-NPs-
loaded composite bers, and Ag-NPs were uniformly distrib-
uted on the inner surface of the PLLA bers. The benecial LOC
structure endowed the PLLA/Ag composite with good physio-
logical stability, long-term antibacterial effect, and bone infec-
tion inhibition ability and made it a promising bone implant
material.13

Silver halides (AgX, X = Cl, Br, I) have been accepted as non-
drug antibacterial materials due to photocatalytic ROS anti-
bacterial actions and sterilization effects of silver ions.14–16

However, the instability and photosensitivity are the practical
limits for clinical applications.17–19 The instability of AgX
includes the tendency to decompose and aggregate in the bio-
logical media, leading to the failure of the remaining stable
dispersion in solutions.17,18 As a result, the antibacterial capacity
of AgX deteriorates even aer a short time. Some researchers
have tried to prepare AgX composites with the LOC micro-
structure, where AgX NPs with decreased size were loaded on
suitable carrier materials.20–22 They indicated that the LOC
structure enhanced the stability of AgX NPs and protected them
© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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from aggregation, which contributed to their antibacterial
performances. For example, the AgCl/ZnWO4 composite mate-
rial displayed excellent antibacterial activity due to its LOC
structure, where AgCl NPs were decorated on the ZnWO4

nanorods.20 As a conclusion, carrier materials with a layered
structure played signicant roles to improve the antibacterial
activity, including C3N4, diatomite, and rGO.23–25 Moreover,
prolonging the antibacterial effect by employing suitable layer-
structured materials as carriers is promising.

As a group of layer-structured nanomaterials, Bi-based
materials, including g-Bi2O3, BiOCl, Bi2WO6, Bi(NO3)3, and
BiOI, have exhibited prominent antibacterial performance.26–30

Basic bismuth nitrate (BBN) consisted of nitrate anions, water
molecules, and cage-like Bi6O4+x(OH)4−x6−x, which includes
over 15 compounds with different chemical compositions.31

Some researchers reported the attractive adsorption and pho-
tocatalytic performance of some of these BBN compounds.32–34

However, the antibacterial ability of BBN compounds has
scarcely been studied except a few reports and practical
usages.35–37 For example, BBNs are used as milds antiseptic in
medicine due to their inhibition against enzymes in bacteria.35

Bismuth basic nitrate tablet is utilized for the treatment in
peptic ulcer because of its antibacterial activity against H.
pylori.36,37 In our previous studies, the antibacterial activity and
photocatalytic performance of BBN composites were evalu-
ated.38,39 For tens of BBN compounds, due to their unique layer
structure, intrinsic antibacterial activity, and physical and
chemical stabilities, it is a good opportunity to be employed as
carriers for AgX loading to prolong its antibacterial efficacy.

In this study, one of the BBN compounds, Bi6O5(OH)3(-
NO3)5$2H2O (6535BBN), was utilized as carriers to support AgBr
NPs. The typical LOC structure is helpful to enhance the
stability of AgBr NPs and protecting them from aggregation,
which prolongs the antibacterial efficacy of as-prepared
6535BBN/AgBr composite. To evaluate the long-lasting effi-
cacy, the antibacterial activities of the composite aer storage in
water or 0.9% NaCl for different durations were measured. The
variation of antibacterial activities with the storage time is
represented by corresponding inhibition zones against E. coli.
The dispersion states of 6535BBN/AgBr powders in water or
0.9% NaCl are observed. The mechanism of the long-lasting
antibacterial activity is discussed based on the LOC structure.
The 6535BBN/AgBr composite and its long-lasting antibacterial
efficacy are reported for the rst time.

Experimental section
Synthesis

All chemicals were purchased from Sinopharm Chemical
Reagent Co. Ltd. The chemicals were of analytical grade and
used without further purication. In a typical synthesis, Bi2O3

and AgNO3 were used as raw materials. BiOBr was prepared and
used as an intermediate product. BiOBr was synthesized as
follows. 0.02 mol Bi2O3 was added into 40 mL hydrobromic acid
at a speed of 3 mL min−1 and the solution was magnetically
stirred for 30 min. To adjust the pH value to 6, ammonia was
added into the solution dropwise. The suspension was
© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
magnetically stirred again for 30min at 40 °C until a light yellow
colloid was formed. The colloid was centrifuged and washed
with deionized water and alcohol three times. The as-obtained
precipitate was dried at 40 °C for 24 h. Thus, the intermediate
product BiOBr was prepared. For the typical synthesis of
6535BBN/AgBr, 0.4 g BiOBr was added into 40 mL ethylene
glycol and stirred for 30 min. 0.2 g AgNO3 was added into 40 mL
ethylene glycol and stirred for 30 min. According to a typical
proportion, 0.27 g BiOBr and AgNO3 solutions were mixed
together, and the mixed solution was continually stirred for
30 min. 0.49 g polyvinyl pyrrolidone was added into the mixture
dropwise. The nal solution was continually stirred for 2 h.
Aer then, the nal solution was transferred into a Teon-
sealed autoclave and kept at 150 °C for 24 h. The nal precipi-
tate was centrifuged, washed with deionized water and ethanol
three times, and then dried at 50 °C for 16 h. Finally, a yellowish
grey powder was collected for characterization and testing.
Characterization

The formation of the 6535BBN/AgBr composite was conrmed
by a Rigaku D/Max 2200 X-ray diffractometer (XRD) with Cu Ka
radiation (l= 1.5406 Å). Themicrostructure and composition of
the composite were characterized by transmission electron
microscopy (TEM, JEM-2100), selected-area electron diffraction
(SAED), and energy dispersive spectroscopy (EDS). The
elemental composition and chemical state of the composite
were analyzed by an X-ray photoelectron spectrometer (XPS,
ESCALAB 250Xi). The functional groups on the surface of the as-
prepared composite were determined by a NICOLET 5700 FT-IR
spectrometer in the range of 500–3600 cm−1.
Evaluation of long-lasting antibacterial activity

The long-lasting antibacterial efficacy of the as-prepared
6535BBN/AgBr and commercial AgBr aer storage was evalu-
ated by the disc diffusion method against E. coli. Firstly,
samples were stored in pure water or 0.9% NaCl for different
durations. The as-prepared 6535BBN/AgBr and commercial
AgBr were dispersed in water with a concentration of 1 mg
mL−1. The tubes were kept without shaking for 0 h, 8 h, 16 h,
and 48 h. Similarly, the two samples were stored in 0.9% NaCl
for 0 h, 8 h, and 16 h. Secondly, the antibacterial activities of the
samples aer storage for different durations were evaluated.
The glassware used and culture medium were sterilized by
autoclaving at 121 °C for 15 min. All experiments were carried
out under sterile conditions. Each lter paper disc with
a diameter of 6 mm contained 10 mg samples. Distilled water
was considered as the negative control. 20 mL agar culture
mediumwas poured into Petri dishes to prepare agar plates. 100
mL bacteria (approximate 1 × 106 colony forming unit (cfu) per
mL) were spread evenly on the surface of agar plates. Next, lter
papers were placed on the solid culture medium. The culture
medium was incubated at 37 °C for 24 h. The diameters of the
inhibition zones were measured to evaluate the antibacterial
activity. The long-lasting antibacterial efficacy of the as-
prepared 6535BBN/AgBr was indicated by the change in the
RSC Adv., 2023, 13, 1216–1222 | 1217
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Fig. 2 (a–c) TEM images of the 6535BBN/AgBr composite; (d) EDS
elemental mapping images of Bi, Ag, Br, N, and O elements; (e) SAED
pattern of the composite; (f) EDS spectrum of the composite.
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inhibition zone diameters of the samples aer storage in water
and 0.9% NaCl for different time durations.

Results and discussion
Phase determination

The crystalline phases of the as-prepared samples were deter-
mined by XRD analyses. The spectra in Fig. 1(a) and (b) corre-
spond to the intermediate and nal products, respectively. As
shown Fig. 1(a), all the diffraction peaks are indexed to tetrag-
onal BiOBr (JCPDS no. 09-0393), which indicates that pure
BiOBr with highly crystalline nature is prepared at the rst
stage. As shown in Fig. 1(b), the diffraction peaks at 30.92°,
44.32°, 55.02°, 64.48°, and 73.20° are assigned to cubic AgBr
(JCPDS no. 06-0438), as denoted by black dots. Other peaks at
11.60°, 23.38°, and 26.58° are indexed to rhombohedral Bi6-
O5(OH)3(NO3)5$2H2O (JCPDS no. 54-0627). Besides that, no
other diffraction peak is observed. Based on the above XRD
results, cubic AgBr and rhombohedral Bi6O5(OH)3(NO3)5$2H2O
have been proved to form in the nal product.

Microstructure and composition analyses

The microstructure of the as-prepared product was character-
ized by the TEM images, as shown in Fig. 2(a)–(c). In Fig. 2(a), it
is observed that a large amount of AgBr NPs with diameters of
3–15 nm are uniformly dispersed on 6535BBN NSs. In Fig. 2(b)
and (c), further observations at a high magnication reveals
that some NPs distributed on NSs have sharp outlines, which
indicates the loading of particles on the surface of NSs. Other
particles are not easily distinguished, which suggests that these
particles are sandwiched inside the curled or overlapped NSs.
Fig. 2(c) shows that some NSs are curled or overlapped. To
conrm its composition, EDS measurements were performed.
Fig. 2(d) shows the EDS elemental mappings of the composite,
which indicate the uniform distribution of the Bi, Ag, Br, N, and
O elements. The EDS spectrum in Fig. 2(f) conrms the pres-
ence of these elements in the composite again. The crystalline
nature of the product was analyzed by the SAED pattern, as
shown in Fig. 2(e). Most of the diffraction rings are indexed to
Fig. 1 XRD spectra of BiOBr (a) and 6535BBN/AgBr (b).

1218 | RSC Adv., 2023, 13, 1216–1222
the crystalline planes of cubic AgBr (JCPDS no. 06-0438),
including (200), (220), (311), (400), (331), (420), (440), (600), and
(640). Other diffraction rings are aligned to the crystalline
planes of rhombohedral Bi6O5(OH)3(NO3)5$2H2O (JCPDS no.
54-0627), including (006), (226), (440), and (544). Based on the
above analyses, it is concluded that the as-prepared product is
composed of Bi6O5(OH)3(NO3)5$2H2O and AgBr, which is
consistent with the above XRD spectrum. The 6535BBN/AgBr
composite has a typical LOC structure, where AgBr NPs is
sandwiched in 6535BBN$2H2O NSs or loaded on their surfaces.
The advantageous structure is expected to enhance the stability
of AgBr particles and protect them from aggregation, which
might prolong the antibacterial performance.
FTIR analysis

FTIR spectra were recorded to detect the functional groups on
the surface of the as-prepared 6535BBN/AgBr composite. In the
Fig. 3 FTIR spectrum of the 6535BBN/AgBr composite.

© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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FTIR spectrum (Fig. 3), obvious adsorption bands at 817 cm−1,
879 cm−1, 1049 cm−1, 1107 cm−1, 1335 cm−1, and 1655 cm−1 are
detected. The peaks at 817 and 879 cm−1 are assigned to
bending bands of NO3

− groups.40,41 The peaks at 1049 and
1107 cm−1 are related to symmetric stretching and bending
vibrations of NO3

− groups, respectively.40,42 The strong peak at
1335 cm−1 is attributed to the asymmetric stretching vibration
of NO3

− groups.40 Meanwhile, the weak peak at 1655 cm−1

might be due to the bending mode of water molecule and –

OH.43,44 In addition, a weak and broad absorption band (3000–
3600 cm−1) centered at 3413 cm−1 is related to the stretching
vibrations of hydroxyl groups, physically adsorbed water, and
crystal water.40 In summary, most peaks in the FTIR spectrum
are assigned to NO3

− groups, which conrms the existence of
NO3

− in the composite and suggests the formation of
Bi6O5(OH)3(NO3)5$2H2O.

XPS measurements

The elemental composition and chemical status of 6535BBN/
AgBr composite were determined by XPS measurements. In
Fig. 4, the XPS survey spectrum of the composite and high-
resolution spectra of Ag 3d, Br 3d, Bi 4f, N 1s, and O 1s are
displayed. The survey spectrum (Fig. 4(a)) indicates that the as-
prepared composite consisted of Br, Ag, Bi, N, and O. Carbon
peaks can be ascribed to the XPS technique itself. In Fig. 4(b),
two peaks at 367.38 eV and 373.38 eV are respectively assigned
to Ag 3d3/2 and Ag 3d5/2 of Ag

+ in AgBr.45 In Fig. 4(c), two peaks at
67.9 eV and 68.8 eV are associated with Br 3d5/2 and Br 3d3/2 of
Br− in AgBr.45 In Fig. 4(d), two peaks at 159.3 eV and 164.6 eV are
indexed to Bi 4f5/2 and Bi 4f7/2, which are characteristics of
Fig. 4 (a) XPS survey spectrum of the 6535BBN/AgBr composite; (b–f)
XPS high resolution spectra of Ag 3d, Br 3d, Bi 4f, N 1s, and O 1s.

© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
trivalent bismuth.46 In Fig. 4(e), the peak at 406.55 eV is indexed
to the binding energy of nitrogen in the NO3

− anion of
6535BBN.47 In Fig. 4(f), the peaks at 529.3 eV, 530.1 eV, 531.4 eV,
and 532.2 eV are respectively matched to [Bi2O2]

2+, hydroxyl
groups, crystal water, and N–O in Bi6O5(OH)3(NO3)5$2H2O.44,45

In conclusion, the above XPS spectra further indicates the
formation of AgBr and 6535BBN in the composite, which is
consistent with the above XRD, SAED, EDS, and FTIR analyses.
Evaluation of long-lasting antibacterial efficacy

To evaluate the long-lasting antibacterial efficacy of 6535BBN/
AgBr, the antibacterial activities of the composite aer storage
in water or 0.9% NaCl were tested. For comparison, the anti-
bacterial activity of commercial AgBr aer storage was tested
under the same experimental conditions. The variation of
antibacterial abilities with the storage time is represented by the
corresponding inhibition zones against E. coli. As shown in
Fig. 5(a)–(d), the diameters of the inhibition zones of pure AgBr
stored in water for 0 h, 8 h, 16 h, and 48 h were respectively
determined to be 21.06, 13.86, 6, and 6 mm, which displays
a rapid decrease in the antibacterial activity. Diameters corre-
sponding to the 6535BBN/AgBr composite stored in water for
0 h, 8 h, 16 h, and 48 h are 22.50, 21.71, 20.43, and 20.29 mm,
respectively. The antibacterial activity of 6535BBN/AgBr aer
storage for 48 h remains 90.2% of that in the beginning, which
exhibits the long-lasting antibacterial efficacy. The long-lasting
activity might be suggested by the excellent stability and
dispersion of powders in water. Fig. 5(e) and (f) display the
digital images of 6535BBN/AgBr and AgBr solutions in trans-
parent tubes, which were kept for 0 h, 8 h, 16 h, and 48 h
without shaking. It is observed that 6535BBN/AgBr powders are
well dispersed in water aer storage for 48 h and remain turbid,
while pure AgBr powders aggregate in water even aer a short
time. For AgBr powders in water, the aggregation in several
hours is reversible. When the tube is shaken, the solution can
return to turbid. Aer storage for 8 h, the aggregation of AgBr
powders becomes irreversible and the precipitate is formed at
the bottom of the tubes, which is consistent with the variation
trends of inhibition zones diameters of AgBr aer storage.
Therefore, it is revealed that 6535BBN/AgBr powders in water
Fig. 5 (a–d) Inhibition zones of 6535BBN/AgBr and AgBr stored in
water for 0 h, 8 h, 16 h, and 48 h; (e) digital images of 1 mg mL−1

6535BBN/AgBr in water; (f) digital images of 10 mg mL−1 of AgBr in
water.

RSC Adv., 2023, 13, 1216–1222 | 1219

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d2ra07447h


RSC Advances Paper

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 0

4 
Ja

nu
ar

y 
20

23
. D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
on

 1
/1

5/
20

26
 1

:5
4:

09
 A

M
. 

 T
hi

s 
ar

tic
le

 is
 li

ce
ns

ed
 u

nd
er

 a
 C

re
at

iv
e 

C
om

m
on

s 
A

ttr
ib

ut
io

n-
N

on
C

om
m

er
ci

al
 3

.0
 U

np
or

te
d 

L
ic

en
ce

.
View Article Online
are much more stable and resistant to aggregation compared to
pure AgBr. The positive relationship between the dispersion
state and long-lasting antibacterial performance is claried.

For the purpose of exploring the potential value of 6535BBN/
AgBr in clinical applications, the long-lasting antibacterial
activity of the composite stored in 0.9% NaCl was measured. As
shown in Fig. 6(a)–(c), the inhibition zone diameters corre-
sponding to AgBr stored in 0.9% NaCl for 0 h, 8 h, and 16 h were
respectively determined to be 13.07, 7.86, and 6 mm, which
indicates the obvious decrease in the antibacterial activity in
a short time. For comparison, the inhibition zone diameters
corresponding to the 6535BBN/AgBr composite stored for 0 h,
8 h, and 16 h were 21.42, 19.57, and 19.29 mm, respectively. The
antibacterial activity of 6535BBN/AgBr aer storage for 16 h was
determined to be 90.1% of that in the beginning. Thus, the
long-lasting antibacterial activity of 6535BBN/AgBr stored in
0.9% NaCl is also revealed, although the time is shorter than
that in water. The dispersion of pure AgBr and 6535BBN/AgBr
powders in 0.9% NaCl are shown in Fig. 6(d) and (e). It is
revealed that 6535BBN/AgBr powders are dispersed nearly
uniformly in 0.9% NaCl aer being stored for 16 h, while AgBr
powders aggregate and precipitate quickly. The positive rela-
tionship between the improved dispersion state of 6535BBN/
AgBr and its long-lasting antibacterial activity is represented
again. For AgBr in 0.9% NaCl, the aggregation in several hours
becomes irreversible and the precipitate is formed, which is
consistent with the quick decrease in the diameters of the cor-
responding inhibition zones given in Fig. 6(a) and (b). To
summarize, the employment of 6535BBN as carriers success-
fully endows the composite with long-lasting antibacterial effi-
cacy in water or 0.9% NaCl, which might be attributed to the
advantageous LOC structure in the composite.

Mechanism of long-lasting antibacterial efficacy

In general, the antibacterial activity of 6535BBN/AgBr is attrib-
uted to the distinct antibacterial capacity of BBN, ROS anti-
bacterial action, and silver ions' sterilization. BBN compounds
exhibit antibacterial capacities as inhibiting enzymes and
Fig. 6 (a–c) Inhibition zones of 6535BBN/AgBr and AgBr stored in
0.9% NaCl for 0 h, 8 h, and 16 h; (d) digital images of 1 mg mL−1

6535BBN/AgBr in 0.9% NaCl; (e) digital images of 10 mg mL−1 of AgBr
in 0.9% NaCl.

1220 | RSC Adv., 2023, 13, 1216–1222
delaying bacterial growth.35 ROS produced by photocatalytic
actions might cause the loss of membrane structure and func-
tions, which leads to cell wall lysis and nal disruption of
bacteria.11,15,16 The silver ions released from AgBr penetrate the
membrane and react with the sulydryl group on the bacterial
protein. Bacteria are inactivated due to the coagulation of
proteins and the disability of synthase.13,14 In our study,
6535BBN is combined with AgBr by a typical LOC structure,
where the steady distribution of AgBr NPs with decreased size
on 6535BBN NSs is realized. In comparison with bulk BBN in
the microscale,38 distinct antibacterial capacity of 6535BBN NSs
might be improved due to much more contact between the
nanosheets with the bacteria. Before antibacterial actions, the
adhesion of the bacteria might be strengthened due to the size
decrease of BBN sheets and AgBr particles.

Due to the construction of the LOC structure, the long-
lasting efficacy of 6535BBN/AgBr is promoted by the synergy
of three effects, as illustrated in Fig. 7. Firstly, the blade-like
edges of 6535BBN NSs might exert physical damage to bacte-
rial cells, which cause cytoplasm leakage, destruction of cellular
integrity, and bacterial apoptosis. Secondly, the steady distri-
bution of AgBr NPs on 6535BBN NSs protects AgBr from
aggregation, which might prevent the quick release of Ag+ and
react with bacteria in external solution. The 6535BBN/AgBr
nanocomposite is accepted as a sustainable resource of Ag+,
which controls the release rate of silver ions. Therefore, the
release period of Ag+ is extended and the sterilization effect is
prolonged. Thirdly, ROS production based on photocatalysis is
controlled because some AgBr NPs are sandwiched in BBN NSs.
But the ROS total amount might be elevated due to the
improved production and utilization efficiencies of photo-
generated carriers. The size decrease of BBN sheets and AgBr
particles might enlarge the light absorption and improve the
production of carriers. The movement of carriers from interior
to the surface is accelerated and their utilization rate is
improved. The separation of carriers might be promoted by
their efficient transfer through the interfaces in the nanoscale
between AgBr and BBN. Therefore, the slow production of more
Fig. 7 Mechanism of long-lasting antibacterial efficacy of the
6535BBN/AgBr composite.

© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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ROS enhances the long-acting antibacterial effect. In summary,
long-lasting antibacterial efficacy of 6535BBN/AgBr is attributed
to the sharp-edge-cutting effect of 6535BBN NSs, restrained
sterilization effects of Ag+ caused by their slow release, and
prolonged ROS antibacterial effect caused by the slow produc-
tion of more ROS. The sharp edges of BBN NSs damage the
bacterial cell membranes, physically making Ag+ and ROS
penetrate into the cells and react with the bacterial cell more
conveniently. The prominent long-lasing antibacterial activity
of 6535BBN NSs endows it with expectable practical value for
clinical applications.

Conclusion

The 6535BBN/AgBr nanocomposite exhibits long-lasting anti-
bacterial efficacy against E. coli. The antibacterial performance
of the composite aer storage for different durations was
assessed by the inhibition zones. It is indicated that the activ-
ities of the composite aer storage for 48 h in water and 16 h in
0.9% NaCl remains 90.2% and 90.1% of that in the beginning,
respectively. The time of antibacterial efficacy of the composite
stored in 0.9% NaCl is shorter than that in water. The long-
lasting antibacterial activities are suggested by the excellent
dispersion of the composite powders in the solutions. It is
revealed that 6535BBN/AgBr powders are dispersed nearly
uniformly in 0.9% NaCl or water aer storage, while AgBr
powders aggregate and precipitate quickly even aer a short
time. The LOC structure of the composite had AgBr NPs sand-
wiched in 6535BBN NSs or loaded on their surfaces, which
contributes to its long-lasting antibacterial performance. The
mechanism of the long-lasting efficacy is discussed based on
the sharp-edge-cutting effect of 6535BBN NSs, restrained ster-
ilization effects of silver ions, and prolonged ROS antibacterial
effect. The stable 6535BBN/AgBr composite with long-term
antibacterial activity provides an efficient strategy to overcome
the bacterial resistance in practical clinical applications.

Author contributions

Mei Zhao: investigation, writing – original dra; Mengchen Liu:
formal analysis & soware, writing – review & editing; JinFeng
Yao: soware, writing – review & editing; Wenyu Li: writing –

review & editing; Chengdong Li: writing – review & editing; Qian
Zhang: soware; Zhihua Zhang: investigation, supervision;
Wenjun Wang: writing – review & editing.

Conflicts of interest

The authors declare that they have no known competing
nancial interests or personal relationships that could have
appeared to inuence the work reported in this paper.

Acknowledgements

This work was sponsored by National Natural Science Founda-
tion of China under Grant No. 51672145, 52171229, and
51872034.
© 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
Notes and references

1 X. Y. Chen, X. Peng, L. B. Jiang, X. Z. Yuan, J. Fei and
W. Zhang, Chem. Eng. J., 2022, 427, 130945.

2 C. W. Du, S. Y. Nie, C. Zhang, T. Wang, S. Z. Wang, J. Zhang,
C. F. Yu, Z. S. Lu, S. Y. Dong, J. L. Feng, H. J. Liu and J. H. Sun,
J. Colloid Interface Sci., 2022, 606, 1715–1728.

3 X. Yang, H. Sun, S. K. Maddili, S. Li, R. G. Yang and
C. H. Zhou, Eur. J. Med. Chem., 2022, 232, 114188.

4 M. N. Fan, J. X. Si, X. G. Xu, L. F. Chen, J. P. Chen, C. Yang,
J. W. Zhu, L. H. Wu, J. Tian, X. Y. Chen, X. Z. Mou and
X. J. Cai, Carbohydr. Polym., 2021, 257, 117636.

5 X. X. Wu, Y. Zhang, T. Hu, W. X. Li, Z. L. Li, H. J. Hu,
S. R. Zhu, W. Z. Chen, C. S. Zhou and G. B. Jiang, Int. J.
Biol. Macromol., 2021, 167, 1211–1220.

6 Z. W. Jian, H. Wang, M. L. Liu, S. Y. Chen, Z. H. Wang,
W. Qian, G. X. Luo and H. S. Xia, Mater. Sci. Eng., C, 2020,
111, 110833.

7 F. Gao, H. J. Zhou, Z. C. Shen, G. W. Zhu, L. Hao, H. Y. Chen,
H. Xu and X. H. Zhou, Colloids Surf., B, 2020, 188, 110784.

8 T. Liang, Y. P. Wang, L. L. Zeng, Y. Z. Liu, L. P. Qiao,
S. F. Zhang, R. F. Zhao, G. Q. Li, R. F. Zhang, J. H. Xiang,
F. C. Xiong, A. Shanaghi, H. B. Pan and Y. Zhao, Appl. Surf.
Sci., 2020, 509, 144717.

9 Y. Sugiura, F. Ono, M. Nohara, R. Horino, K. Kutara,
T. Kanda, K. Oowada, M. Horie and Y. Makita, Mater.
Today Commun., 2022, 30, 103130.

10 L. Ye, Z. M. Cao, X. M. Liu, Z. D. Cui, Z. Y. Li, Y. Q. Liang,
S. L. Zhu and S. L. Wu, J. Alloys Compd., 2022, 904, 164091.

11 R. Wang, M. S. Shi, F. Y. Xu, Y. Qiu, P. Zhang, K. L. Shen,
Q. Zhao, J. G. Yu and Y. F. Zhang, Nat. Commun., 2020, 11,
4465.

12 W. X. Liu, Z. F. Tao, D. Wang, Q. Q. Liu, Y. N. Zhang,
Y. L. Zhang and A. Dong, J. Hazard. Mater., 2020, 410,
124601.

13 F. F. Liu, X. W. Cheng, L. Xiao, Q. Wang, K. Yan, Z. Su,
L. Wang, C. Ma and Y. B. Wang, Int. J. Biol. Macromol.,
2021, 167, 1338–1348.

14 W. X. Fang, S. H. Ma, H. Dong, X. W. Jin, Y. C. Zou, K. X. Xu,
L. Zhang and Y. H. Luo, ACS Appl. Nano Mater., 2021, 4,
5541–5547.

15 A. Balapure, Y. Nikhariya, N. S. S. Boppudi, R. Ganesan and
J. R. Dutta, ACS Appl. Mater. Interfaces, 2020, 12, 21481–
21493.

16 M. Sboui, S. Bouattour, M. Gruttadauria, G. Marc̀ı,
L. F. Liottaand and S. Bou, Nanomaterials, 2020, 10, 470.

17 C. F. Chen, D. Y. Wang, Y. N. Li, H. Y. Huang and Y. C. Ke,
Appl. Surf. Sci., 2021, 565, 150534.

18 M. Padervand, M. R. Elahifard, R. V. Meidanshahi,
S. Ghasemi, S. Haghighi and M. R. Gholami, Mater. Sci.
Semicond. Process., 2012, 15, 73–79.

19 S. P. Pasaribu, M. Ginting, I. Masmur, J. Kaban and Hestina,
J. Mol. Liq., 2020, 310, 113263.

20 H. B. He, Z. Z. Luo and C. L. Yu, Colloids Surf., A, 2021, 613,
126099.
RSC Adv., 2023, 13, 1216–1222 | 1221

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d2ra07447h


RSC Advances Paper

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 0

4 
Ja

nu
ar

y 
20

23
. D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
on

 1
/1

5/
20

26
 1

:5
4:

09
 A

M
. 

 T
hi

s 
ar

tic
le

 is
 li

ce
ns

ed
 u

nd
er

 a
 C

re
at

iv
e 

C
om

m
on

s 
A

ttr
ib

ut
io

n-
N

on
C

om
m

er
ci

al
 3

.0
 U

np
or

te
d 

L
ic

en
ce

.
View Article Online
21 Y. F. Zhan, J. W. Lan, J. J. Shang, L. Yang, X. M. Guan,
W. X. Li, S. Q. Chen, Y. Qi and S. J. Lin, J. Alloys Compd.,
2020, 822, 153579.
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