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Supramolecular inclusion complexes of
b-cyclodextrin with bathochromic-shifted
photochromism and photomodulable
fluorescence enable multiple applications†

Dong-Xue Xia,a Li-Wen Fan,a Ming-Fu Ye,ab Wen-Qi Sun,*a Rui-Lian Lina and
Jing-Xin Liu *a

Three distinct viologen derivatives have been designed and successfully synthesized. They have been

shown to form 1 : 1 or 2 : 1 host–guest inclusion complexes with b-cyclodextrin (b-CD) in aqueous

solution. In comparison with the traditional N-alkyl-substituted viologen, the inclusion complexes of the

conjugation-extended viologens with b-CD exhibit interesting bathochromic-shifted photochromic

behaviors in the solid state, which have been characterized by UV-vis diffuse-reflectance and electron-

spin resonance (ESR) spectroscopy. Owing to the bathochromic-shift effect, the photoproducts of these

three inclusion complexes undergo significant color changes from blue to green and then to orange.

In addition, these three inclusion complexes display interesting photomodulable fluorescence emissions.

The excellent photochromic and fluorescence properties of these three inclusion complexes endow

them with potential applications in protection, erasable inkless multi-color printing, multiple anti-

counterfeiting and multilevel information encryption, which have also been extensively demonstrated

in this work.

Introduction

The two typical features of photochromic materials are color
changes and absorption spectra alteration when exposed to
light, which endow them with important technological applica-
tions, such as protection, displays, optical sensors, electronic
papers, anti-counterfeiting, and so on.1–18 Among various
organic photochromic families, viologen (1,10-disubstituted
4,40-bipyridinium dication) derived photochromic materials
are particularly attractive not only because of their excellent
thermostability and reversibility, but also because of their
photochromic mechanism of photo-induced electron transfer,
which does not cause significant geometric change and large
volume change during the photochromic process.19,20 Over the

past decade, a great deal of viologens have been synthesized
and used to develop photochromic systems.20–34 However,
promoting the practical application of viologen-based photo-
chromic materials remains a great challenge because the redox
process of traditional N-alkyl-substituted viologens usually
exhibits monotonous color changes between colorless V2+ and
blue V�+.

To obtain other color variations, the p-conjugation length of
the viologens should be increased, and two methods have been
reported to achieve this target.35–48 One of the methods is to
insert a conjugate group into the two pyridinium groups. For
example, Zhou et al. incorporated thiophene and its derivatives
into viologens.36 The electrochromic response of the formed
thieno-viologens is extended to the near-infrared region.
Another method is to connect two conjugating groups from
the outside to the two pyridinium groups. For instance, Lin and
coworkers very recently synthesized a conjugated viologen of
N,N0-bis(4-carboxyphenyl)-(4,4 0-bipyridinium) dichloride for
the development of X-ray-induced photochromic materials.48

All these reported conjugation-extended viologens clearly possess
potential photochromic properties and are excellent constituents
for constructing photochromic materials.

Our efforts in constructing photochromic systems have been
focused on the use of macrocyclic hosts.49–55 b-Cyclodextrin
(b-CD) is a truncated cone-shaped cyclic oligomer consisting of

a College of Chemistry and Chemical Engineering, Anhui University of Technology,

Maanshan 243002, China. E-mail: jxliu411@ahut.edu.cn, wenqisun@sohu.com
b Anhui Province Key Laboratory of Chemistry for Inorganic/Organic Hybrid

Functionalized Materials, Anhui University, Hefei 230601, China

† Electronic supplementary information (ESI) available: 2D gCOSY NMR spectra
of the three viologens, 1H NMR spectra of b-CD with the viologens 1�Cl2 and 2�Cl2,
photographs of the surface and internal colors of the inclusion complexes after
irradiation, electron distributions on the HOMO and LUMO, FT-IR spectra of the
three inclusion complexes before and after irradiation, photomodulable fluores-
cence of 12+@b-CD and 22+@b-CD2, and the customized codebooks. See DOI:
https://doi.org/10.1039/d3ma00527e

Received 9th August 2023,
Accepted 19th September 2023

DOI: 10.1039/d3ma00527e

rsc.li/materials-advances

Materials
Advances

PAPER

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 2

0 
Se

pt
em

be
r 

20
23

. D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

on
 1

1/
8/

20
25

 4
:3

0:
02

 A
M

. 
 T

hi
s 

ar
tic

le
 is

 li
ce

ns
ed

 u
nd

er
 a

 C
re

at
iv

e 
C

om
m

on
s 

A
ttr

ib
ut

io
n 

3.
0 

U
np

or
te

d 
L

ic
en

ce
.

View Article Online
View Journal  | View Issue

https://orcid.org/0000-0002-9092-2740
http://crossmark.crossref.org/dialog/?doi=10.1039/d3ma00527e&domain=pdf&date_stamp=2023-10-03
https://doi.org/10.1039/d3ma00527e
https://rsc.li/materials-advances
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d3ma00527e
https://pubs.rsc.org/en/journals/journal/MA
https://pubs.rsc.org/en/journals/journal/MA?issueid=MA004021


5216 |  Mater. Adv., 2023, 4, 5215–5223 © 2023 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry

seven D-glucose units.56–59 As shown in Fig. 1, b-CD possesses
two different size portals laced by hydroxyl groups and a hydro-
phobic cavity. The inner width of the b-CD cavity is 6.0–6.5 Å and
the height of one b-CD unit is 7.9 Å. From the structural point of
view, the b-CD cavity is suitable to accommodate one carboxyl
group and to bind with the pyridinium group. In this work, we
aimed at developing photochromic materials with exceptional
color changes by using b-CD and conjugation-extended violo-
gens. Therefore, we designed and synthesized two conjugation-
extended viologens, as shown in Fig. 1, one being N,N0-bis(4-
carboxyphenyl)-(4,40-bipyridinium) dichloride (viologen guest 2�
Cl2) and the other one being N,N’-di(4-carboxyphenyl)-4,40-(1,4-
phenylene)-bipyridinium dichloride (viologen guest 3�Cl2;
1H NMR and 13C NMR spectra shown in Fig. S1, ESI†). For
comparison, a traditional N-alkyl-substituted viologen, 1-(3-
carboxybenzyl)-(4,40-bipyridinium) dichloride (viologen guest
1�Cl2; 1H NMR and 13C NMR spectra shown in Fig. S2, ESI†),
was also prepared. The binding behaviors of these three vio-
logens with the b-CD in aqueous solution were investigated.
It was found that the three viologens can be partly embedded
into the b-CD to form supramolecular host–guest inclusion
complexes. The solid-state samples of the formed inclusion
complexes exhibit interesting bathochromic-shifted photo-
chromism and photomodulable fluorescence. The distinct photo-
chromic behaviors and fluorescence emissions of the inclusion
complexes endow them with potential applications in many areas.

Results and discussion
Host–guest complexation between b-CD and viologen guests

To investigate the host–guest complexation between b-CD and
the three viologens, we used the NMR spectroscopic technique.
The 2D gCOSY spectroscopy of the three viologens (Fig. S3,
ESI†) was performed to assist the assignment of the 1H NMR
signals. Given that their 1H NMR spectra (Fig. 2 and Fig. S4, S5,
ESI†) display similar variation features, the viologen guest 3�Cl2

is taken as an example to illustrate their binding interactions

with the b-CD. As shown in Fig. 2, in the presence of different
concentrations of b-CD, all the protons of the guest 32+ are
found to show downfield shift. This observation indicates that
both the benzyl and the (1,4-phenylene)bipyridinium units of
the guest 32+ are located outside of the b-CD portals, while the
carboxy group of the guest 32+ was encapsulated into the b-CD
cavity. In the presence of enough b-CD, they form a ternary 2 : 1
host–guest inclusion complex, 32+@b-CD2, as illustrated in
Scheme 1. The formation of the inclusion complex should be
ascribed to the hydrophobic effect and van der Waals inter-
action between the b-CD and 32+. Furthermore, only a single set
of signals for 32+ were observed at different concentrations of
b-CD, indicating that the guest exchange is fast compared to
the NMR time scale. The binding models of the other two
viologen guests with the b-CD are also illustrated in Scheme 1,
suggesting that they form 1 : 1 and 2 : 1 host–guest inclusion
complexes of 12+@b-CD and 22+@b-CD2. It must be noticed that

Fig. 1 Structures of the b-CD and the viologens studied in this work. The
colored square frames indicate the p-conjugation length of the viologens.

Fig. 2 1H NMR spectra (400 MHz, D2O) of the 32+ (4.0 mmol L�1, a)
binding with (b) 0.52, (c) 1.13, and (d) 2.11 equiv. of b-CD in D2O at 20 1C.
(e) The 1H NMR spectrum (400 MHz, D2O) of b-CD in D2O (5.0 mmol L�1)
at 20 1C.

Scheme 1 Schematic view of the guests 12+ (a), 22+ (b), and 32+

(c) binding with the b-CD.
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the detailed structures of these inclusion complexes are unclear
because we fail to obtain their single crystals.

Photochromic Properties of the inclusion complexes

The solid state of viologen guests 1�Cl2, 2�Cl2 and 3�Cl2 exhibit
very weak photochromism (Fig. S6, ESI†). In aqueous solution,
no obvious photochromism was observed for the inclusion
complexes 12+@b-CD, 22+@b-CD2, and 32+@b-CD2 even under
prolonged light irradiation (300 W xenon lamp). However, their
solid-state samples display interesting photochromic beha-
viors. As shown in Fig. 3a, upon light irradiation, the inclusion
complex 12+@b-CD gradually changed from white to blue and
tended to be saturated after 3 minutes of irradiation. After
leaving in the dark at room temperature for about 8.0 hours,
the blue photoproduct of the inclusion complex 12+@b-CD
returned to the initial white color. In addition, the discolored
12+@b-CD can undergo color changes repeatedly as long as it is
irradiated by light. In other words, the coloration and decolora-
tion process of the inclusion complex 12+@b-CD is reversible.
For the inclusion complexes 22+@b-CD2 (Fig. 3b) and 32+@
b-CD2 (Fig. 3c), by irradiating with a 300 W xenon lamp for
about 3 minutes, their solid-state powder colors changed from
pale yellow and white to green and orange, respectively. When
the colored inclusion complexes were placed in the dark at
room temperature, their colors gradually faded away and finally
returned to the original pale yellow and white within 4.0 hours.
Obviously, the color changes of the inclusion complexes 22+@
b-CD2 and 32+@b-CD2 are also reversible. To be noted, although
the surfaces of the samples for these inclusion complexes
undergo color changes upon light irradiation, the inner parts

retain their original colors (Fig. S4, ESI†). Thus, these inclusion
complexes have potential applications in the field of protection.

The color change processes of the three inclusion complexes
were investigated by solid-state UV-vis diffuse-reflectance spectro-
scopy. As shown in Fig. 4a, before light irradiation all inclusion
complexes show weak absorption in the visible and short-wave
near-infrared regions (400–1250 nm). Upon light irradiation for
about 3 minutes, two distinct absorption bands with centers at
B400 nm and B620 nm appear for the inclusion complex 12+@
b-CD, which can be assigned to the p - p* electron transition of
the photoproduct.60 The solid-state UV-vis diffuse-reflectance
spectra of the inclusion complexes 22+@b-CD2 and 32+@b-CD2

after light irradiation are totally different from that of 12+@b-CD.
Compared with the photochromic materials constructed using
the traditional N-alkyl-substituted viologens, the absorption
bands of the inclusion complexes 22+@b-CD2 and 32+@b-CD2

dramatically move to the longer wavelength region after light
irradiation (Fig. 4b and c), which can be assigned to the n - p*
electron transition.60 In particular, 32+@b-CD2 exhibited two
characteristic absorption bands with centers at B520 nm and
B1000 nm, and the latter belongs to the short-wave near-infrared
region. Obviously, the strong bathochromic-shift of the absorp-
tion bands should be attributed to the increase of the
p-conjugation length of the viologens in the inclusion com-
plexes. Consequently, the inclusion complexes 12+@b-CD,
22+@b-CD2 and 32+@b-CD2 undergo obvious color changes from
blue to green and then to orange. These results suggest that the
colors of the photoproducts can be precisely controlled by tuning
the effective p-conjugation length of the viologens.

Electron-spin resonance (ESR) spectra were also recorded to
characterize these color change processes. The ESR profiles of
the three inclusion complexes suggest that the photochromism
is caused by a photo-induced electron-transfer chemical pro-
cess. As can be seen from Fig. 5, all inclusion complexes are
ESR silent before light irradiation but exhibit sharp reso-
nance signals centered at g = 2.002, g = 1.998 and g = 1.999,
respectively, after light irradiation. The g values are very close to
that of a free electron (g = 2.0023) observed in previously
reported viologen-based complexes,21–26 which confirms the
generation of free radicals during the photochromic process.
Therefore, the photochromic mechanism of these inclusion
complexes is derived from the generation of free radicals,
including normal viologen radicals (V�+) and extended viologen
radicals (ExV�+). To further understand the electron transfer
process between the b-CD host and the viologen guests, DFT

Fig. 3 Photographs showing the photochromic performances of the
inclusion complexes 12+@b-CD (a), 22+@b-CD2 (b) and 32+@b-CD2 (c)
upon light irradiation with a xenon lamp.

Fig. 4 UV-vis diffuse-reflectance spectra of the inclusion complexes
12+@b-CD (a), 22+@b-CD2 (b) and 32+@b-CD2 (c) before and after light
irradiation.
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calculations were carried out for their 1 : 1 host-guest inclusion
complexes. After obtaining their energy minimized structures
in the gas phase, we calculated their highest occupied mole-
cular orbitals (HOMOs) and lowest unoccupied molecular
orbitals (LUMOs). It is found that the electron distribution of
the HOMO is mainly located on the b-CD host, while that of the
LUMO is mainly located on the pyridinium group of the
viologen guests (Fig. S8–S10, ESI†). Such electron distributions
on the HOMO and LUMO in the inclusion complexes reveal
that the host b-CD acts as an electron donor, while the
pyridinium unit in the viologen guests acts as an electron
acceptor. The photochromic process of these inclusion com-
plexes should be attributed to the photo-induced electron
transfer from the host to the guest. In addition, we found
that the FI-IR spectra of these three inclusion complexes
(Fig. S11–S13, ESI†) are essentially identical before and after
light irradiation. This observation suggests that there is no
significant change in the geometric structure of these three
inclusion complexes during the photochromic process.

Photomodulable fluorescence

The fluorescence enhancement of a guest by complexation in a
host has been thoroughly characterized by Kohler, Galoppini,
Bhasikuttan, Nau and others.61–63 We noticed that the fluores-
cence of the viologen guest 3�Cl2 is green in the solid state.
However, its inclusion complex with b-CD (32+@b-CD2) in the
solid state emits brilliant pale-blue fluorescence under lab UV
light (lex = 365 nm). More interestingly, when the color of the
inclusion complex 32+@b-CD2 changed to orange after Xe-light
irradiation, the fluorescence sharply declined (Fig. 6a).
Hence, it is anticipated that the fluorescence intensity of the
inclusion complex 32+@b-CD2 can be modulated through the

photochromic process. As shown in Fig. 6b, the inclusion
complex 32+@b-CD2 shows a strong emission peak at 430 nm
(lex = 365 nm), which corresponds to the light blue fluores-
cence. When the photochromic process tented to saturate and
the inclusion complex color completely changed to orange after
Xe-light irradiation for 30 s, its fluorescence intensity was
quenched by 87.2%. At the same time, its emission peak is
slightly blue-shifted by about 10 nm. Obviously, the degree of
fluorescence intensity reduction is dependent on the light
irradiation time. It is generally agreed that the transformation
from the emissive ligand/guest molecules to their corres-
ponding nonemissive radical species leads to the fluorescence
quenching. When the colored inclusion complex 32+@b-CD2

returned to the initial color by long exposure to air, its fluores-
cence intensity was entirely recovered. Obviously, the reversible
fluorescence ‘‘on–off’’ switching process is controlled by the
photochromic process.

The fluorescence spectra of the inclusion complexes 12+@
b-CD and 22+@b-CD2 were also measured during the photo-
chromic process. We observed that their fluorescence intensi-
ties are much smaller than that of 32+@b-CD2. Upon excitation
at 365 nm, the inclusion complex 12+@b-CD emitted a light
green fluorescence and showed a single peak at 450 nm
(Fig. S14, ESI†). When the photochromic process of 12+@b-CD
became saturated, its fluorescence quenching efficiency
reached 94.2%. In the case of 22+@b-CD2, it shows a light
yellow fluorescence with an emission peak at 520 nm. After
light irradiation for 3 minutes, its emission is quenched by
87.0% (Fig. S15, ESI†).

Applications in inkless printing, anti-counterfeiting and
encryption

It is well known that photochromic materials can be used for
erasable inkless printing and anti-counterfeiting in addition to
the protection application discussed above. However, the often
encountered problem is the limited colors of photoproducts.
Due to the different p-conjugation lengths of the viologens
1�Cl2, 2�Cl2 and 3�Cl2, the photoproducts of the corresponding
b-CD inclusion complexes display three completely different
colors, including blue, green and orange, which makes multi-
color inkless printing possible. Different inclusion complexes
were first coated onto different filter papers by using a pre-
viously reported method.10,22,64,65 The prepared filter paper was
then covered with a mask and irradiated with a xenon lamp.
Removing the mask, the target pattern was successfully printed
on the filter paper, as can be seen from Fig. 7a. The printed
patterns gradually disappeared in an hour. Naturally, the prepared
filter papers can be repeatedly printed with other patterns.

The combination of different photochromic materials can
significantly enhance the level of anti-counterfeiting technology.
Here we prepared a specific filter paper, different areas of
which were coated with different inclusion complexes. Using
the same method mentioned above, we obtained a colorful
two-dimensional code (Quick Response code, QR code) on
the prepared filter paper and successfully decoded it on a
smartphone installed with the corresponding APP software

Fig. 5 ESR spectra of the inclusion complexes 12+@b-CD (a), 22+@b-CD2

(b) and 32+@b-CD2 (c) before and after irradiation.

Fig. 6 (a) Photographs showing the fluorescence emissions of the solid-
state 32+@b-CD2 before and after irradiation. (b) Fluorescence spectra of
the solid-state 32+@b-CD2 under different light irradiation times.
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(Fig. 7b). Making the QR code with different photochromic
materials will enhance the anti-counterfeiting capabilities.

In addition, the different photochromic behaviors and
fluorescence emissions of the three inclusion complexes endow
them with the capability of constructing multilevel encryption
information. As demonstrated in Fig. 8, the three inclusion
complexes were coated on three fan-shaped filter papers,
respectively. At the same time, three different colors were
labeled with three different numbers. Blue was labeled as
‘‘1’’, green was labeled as ‘‘2’’, and orange was labeled as ‘‘3’’.
Upon exposure to light irradiation, the colors of the three
fan-shaped filter papers will change to display the encryption
information. According to the predesigned code book 1
(Table S1, ESI†), the correct message can be decoded. In the
same way, three different fluorescence emissions were also
labeled with three different numbers. Light green fluorescence
was labeled as ‘‘1’’, light yellow was labeled as ‘‘2’’, and light
blue was labeled as ‘‘3’’. Under lab UV light (lex = 365 nm), the
three fan-shaped filter papers emitted different fluorescence
emissions. Using the predesigned code book 2 (Table S2, ESI†),
we can obtain the correct message. In this information encryp-
tion system, obtaining the correct information requires knowing
not only the correct code book, but also the correct light
irradiation, under UV light or Xe-light.

Experimental
Materials

Starting materials for syntheses and the macrocyclic host b-CD
were purchased from Sigma-Aldrich and Aladdin and used as
received without further purification.

Synthesis

Synthesis of 1-(3-carboxybenzyl)-(4,4 0-bipyridinium) dichloride
(guest 1�Cl2): 4,40-bipyridine (0.5 g, 0.0032 mol) and 3-chloro-
methyl-benzoic acid (0.49 g, 0.0029 mol) were dissolved in
AeCN (25 mL). In the oil bath, the solution was heated to
80 1C and refluxed for 12 h. The precipitate was filtered and
washed with ethanol. Then the precipitate was treated with
dilute hydrochloric acid solution to give viologen guest 1�Cl2

(0.22 g, 28%). M.p.: 273–275 1C. FT-IR (KBr, cm�1): 3415 (m),
3042 (m), 1710 (s), 1635 (s), 1596 (m), 1557 (w), 1504 (w), 1457
(m), 1370 (w), 1290 (m), 1238 (w), 1194 (m), 1112 (w), 1002 (w),
818 (w), 789 (w), 740 (w), 691 (w), 651 (w), and 564 (w).

1H NMR (400 MHz, D2O) d 9.10 (dd, J = 28.5, 6.4 Hz, 7H), 9.05
(s, 1H), 8.85 (t, J = 6.8 Hz, 6H), 8.46 (dd, J = 26.6, 6.6 Hz, 8H),
8.23 (d, J = 6.6 Hz, 3H), 8.14 (d, J = 6.5 Hz, 3H), 7.99 (d, J =
7.1 Hz, 7H), 7.67 (d, J = 7.7 Hz, 4H), 7.56 (t, J = 7.5 Hz, 3H), 5.93
(d, J = 11.4 Hz, 7H), 4.79 (s, 35H), 2.01 (s, 1H). 13C NMR
(101 MHz, D2O) d 171.37 (s), 150.35 (s), 146.67 (s), 145.60 (s),
145.01 (d, J = 33.9 Hz), 133.68 (s), 133.15 (d, J = 5.8 Hz), 132.80
(s), 132.55 (s), 130.76 (d, J = 6.4 Hz), 129.83 (d, J = 7.3 Hz), 127.23
(s), 126.67 (s), 124.66 (s), 124.16 (s), 64.35 (s), 64.03 (s). HRMS
(ESI) m/z [1-H]+ calcd for C18H15N2O2

+ 291.1120, found
291.1117.

Synthesis of N,N0-bis(4-carboxyphenyl)-(4,4 0-bipyridinium)
dichloride (guest 2�Cl2)

Guest 2�Cl2 was synthesized according to the procedures
reported in the literature.

Synthesis of N,N0-di(4-carboxyphenyl)-4,40-(1,4-phenylene)-
bipyridinium dichloride (guest 3�Cl2)

A solution of 1,4-bis(pyrid-4-yl)benzene (0.3 g, 0.0013 mol) and
4-chloromethyl-benzoic acid (0.5 g, 0.003 mol) in DMF (20 mL)
was refluxed for 12 h. After cooling, the faint yellow product
formed was collected by filtration, washed with ethanol, and
then dried in vacuo to give 3�Cl2 as a faint yellow powder. Yield:
74% based on 1,4-bis(pyrid-4-yl)benzene. M.p.: 320–325 1C.
FT-IR (KBr, cm�1): 3425 (m), 3034 (m), 1713 (s), 1634 (s), 1562 (w),
1538 (w), 1495 (m), 1471 (m), 1390 (m), 1277 (m), 1230 (m),
1165 (m), 1115 (w), 1021 (w), 882 (w), 814 (m), 780 (m), 749 (m),
704 (w), 631 (w), 571 (w), 517 (w). 1H NMR (400 MHz, D2O) d
8.96 (s, 9H), 8.40 (s, 10H), 8.13 (s, 8H), 8.07 (s, 8H), 7.92 (s, 2H),
7.56 (s, 9H), 5.91 (s, 9H), 4.79 (d, J = 3.9 Hz, 208H). 13C NMR
(101 MHz, DMSO) d 145.74 (s), 130.51 (s), 129.86 (s), 129.36 (s),
126.00 (s), 40.59 (s), 40.28 (d, J = 21.0 Hz), 40.17 (s), 40.07 (d, J =
21.0 Hz), 39.76 (s), 39.61 (s), 39.44 (d, J = 21.0 Hz). HRMS (ESI)
m/z [3-H]+ calcd for C32H25N2O4

+ 501.1832, found 501.1788.

Fig. 7 (a) Erasable inkless printing on the filter papers coated with the
three inclusion complexes. (b) The QR code ‘‘printed’’ on a specific filter
paper can be recognized by a smartphone.

Fig. 8 Schematic illustrations showing the application of the three inclu-
sion complexes in information encryption.
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1H NMR, 13C NMR, and 2D gCOSY NMR spectra were recorded
on a Bruker DPX 400 spectrometer at 293.15 K. The solid
samples are added directly into NMR tubes. HRMS was carried
out on an Agilent 6540 Q-TOF mass spectrometer (Agilent
Technologies, Inc., Santa Clara, CA). Solid-state UV-vis spectra
were recorded on a Shimadzu UV3600 ultraviolet–visible spec-
trophotometer equipped with an integrating sphere in the
wavelength range of 200–800 nm. A BaSO4 plate was used as
a reference (100% reflectance), on which the finely ground
powders of the samples were coated. Electron-spin resonance
(ESR) spectra were recorded on a Bruker A300 spectrometer
with a 100 kHz magnetic field in the X band at room temperature.
FT-IR spectra were obtained with a Nicolet Magna 750 spectro-
meter using KBr disks in the range of 3000–400 cm�1. Photo-
chromic tests were performed using a 300 W xenon lamp system
(CEL-HXF300, 1000 W m�2), with the samples being placed at
50 cm from the lamp. The fluorescence spectra of the solid-state
samples were recorded at 25 1C using a Varian Cary Eclipse
spectrofluorometer (Varian, Inc., Palo Alto, CA, USA).

DFT calculations

Geometry optimizations were carried out using Gaussian-03
software.66 The DFT geometry optimizations of the inclusion
complexes were performed using a B3LYP/6-311G(d,p) basis
set. The frontier molecular orbital properties of the inclusion
complexes were calculated using HOMO–LUMO orbitals. HOMO–
LUMO orbital analysis was used to determine intramolecular
electron transfer.

Preparation of the solid-state samples of the inclusion
complexes 12+@b-CD, 22+@b-CD2 and 32+@b-CD2

b-CD (0.18 g, 0.16 mmol) and guest 1�Cl2 (0.05 g, 0.14 mmol)
were dissolved in 10 mL water. The solvent water was removed
by vacuum-rotary evaporation. The solid product of 12+@b-CD
was obtained after drying under vacuum. The solid-state
samples of the other two inclusion complexes were prepared
according to the same procedure.

Conclusions

In summary, three viologen derivatives, one being traditional
N-alkyl-substituted viologen and the other two being conjugation-
extended viologens, have been designed and synthesized. NMR
spectroscopy analysis has revealed that these three viologen guests
can bind with the b-CD host to form 1 : 1 or 2 : 1 host–guest
inclusion complexes in aqueous solution. The formed inclusion
complexes in the solid state exhibit bathochromic-shifted photo-
chromic behaviors, and the colors of their photoproducts are
blue, green and orange, respectively. The ESR spectra and DFT
calculations of the inclusion complexes indicate that the observed
photochromism is caused by the photo-induced electron transfer
from the b-CD host to the viologen guests, which results in the
generation of free radicals. On the other hand, it is found that the
three inclusion complexes show fluorescence emissions, while

their photoproducts are fluorescence-quenched, suggesting that
the fluorescence intensity is modulated by the photochromic
processes. By using the photochromic and fluorescence proper-
ties of the three inclusion complexes, we have also demonstrated
their applications in protection, erasable inkless multi-color print-
ing, multiple anti-counterfeiting and multilevel information
encryption. Overall, this work provides an effective path to tune
the photochromic properties of the viologen derivatives encapsu-
lated in the macrocycle. Photochromic materials with new color
variations will find wider applications in the future.
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