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To provide low-cost wax and a new methodology for utilizing waste cooking oil (WCO), fatty acid wax based
on WCO was synthesized by using epoxidation and hydrolysis treatments, whose properties included
melting point, color, hardness, combustion properties, aldehyde content, and microscopic morphology

were tested and analyzed. The obtained WCO-based wax contained mixed fatty acids, including palmitic

acid and 9,10-dihydroxystearic acid as main constituents, which could form a 3D stable crossing
network constructed by large long-rod crystals. The WCO-based wax with high fatty acid content
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(96.41 wt%) has a high melting point (44-53 °C), light color (Lovibond color code Y = 119, R = 2.3),

good hardness (needle penetration index = 2.66 mm), long candle burning time (293 min), and low
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1. Introduction

Waste cooking oil (WCO) is an inedible waste resource that can
pollute the environment, cause serious harm to human health,
and affect the quality of our lives. Therefore, the reclaim and
reuse of WCO can effectively address the scarcity of petroleum
resources, reduce environmental pollution, and safeguard public
health.”® Although there are numerous ways to repurpose WCO
and it can produce a variety of products like biofuels (biodiesel,*”
bioethanol®**® and biogas'"*?), biolubricants,"”™**
biosurfactants, asphalt modifier,""** washing product,>**
etc., traditional products based on WCO often exhibit quite a low-
profit margin (often <20%) and necessitate large-scale produc-
tion lines and significant investments. For instance, to produce
biodiesel from WCO, first a stable and optimal supply chain of
raw materials must be established, requiring strong policy and
financial support.>**® Second, as not all WCOs are suitable for
biodiesel production, complex pre-treatment steps for WCOs are
required, thus increasing the cost.”” Third, cost-prohibitive
catalysts are also requisite for large-scale biodiesel
production.”®** Therefore, the traditional utilisation strategy for
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aldehyde content (7.98 x 1072 pug g%, which could be a lower-cost alternative of commercial soybean
wax (SW) for producing various wax products including candles, crayons, waxworks, etc.

WCO (such as the production of biodiesel) is only suitable for
economically developed areas.**** In the regions where the oil
source and economy are scarce, a simple, convenient, and inex-
pensive method that could produce WCO-based material with
high technology and added value may be a better choice.

On the other hand, plant wax materials, such as soybean wax
(SW), can be used to create essential oil candles, crayons, wax
figures, lubricating wax, or protective wax, which are thought of as
renewable and biodegradable substitutes for paraffin wax with
a wide range of market potential.**** Plant wax material has
a smaller market share than biodiesel, but it also has a better
profit margin (typically >50%), fewer equipment requirements,
and more flexible production management. Consequently, the
conversion of WCO to wax may be one of the most beneficial
approaches to recycling WCO. The majority of plant waxes used in
commerce today are hydrogenation products of plant oil, whose
hydrogenation process usually requires relatively high tempera-
tures (>300 °C), high H, pressure (>1 MPa), expensive catalysts,
and safety facilities.**** Thus, the hydrogenation technique may
increase production and investment costs and is inappropriate for
WCO-based wax manufacturing with a modest market size.

The epoxidation reaction can also be used for WCO modifica-
tion. By comparison with hydrogenation, epoxidation can be
carried out under more gentle reaction conditions with lower
synthetic costs.**™*® For example, Paul et al. reported the epoxida-
tion of WCO using an epoxidation reagent composed of hydrogen
peroxide (H,0,), glacial acetic acid, and sulfuric acid, with a reac-
tion temperature of 60 °C and a reaction time of 6 h, which could
afford epoxy waste cooking oil (E-WCO) as a lubricant. Thus, it
could be expected that the epoxidation reaction is more suitable

© 2022 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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for the WCO-to-wax conversion technique.*® We recently reported
the first low-cost WCO-based wax using an “epoxidation &
combination” strategy.* In this method, WCO was first epoxidized
to create EEWCO, and then mixed with stearic acid (SA) to create
a wax material that is both cost-effective and capable of replacing
commercial SW. The epoxidation reaction might result in E-WCO,
which would be harder, lighter in color, and have a higher melting
point than the original WCO. The E-WCO, however, had a lower
melting point and a weaker hardness than commercial SW due to
the very small grains in its solid, and its candle was soft and had
a brief combustion duration throughout the combustion process.
To solve this problem, SA, a kind of rod-like molecule, could form
large long-rod crystals and hence could be introduced to further
modify the WCO-based wax. The large long-rod crystals of SA could
form a stable 3D crossing network, which effectively solves the
constraints associated with E-WCO grain size. This inhances the
melting point and hardness of the WCO-based wax and increases
the combustion time of the candle during the combustion
process. However, this type of WCO-based wax should include
more than 50% SA to achieve practical performance, which is bad
for further cost-cutting.

From our previous work, it was observed that, compared with
the branching triglyceride of WCO, the rod-shaped fatty acid
molecule was more suitable to construct high-performance
plant wax. Therefore, the conversion of E-WCO molecules to
fatty acids is probably a feasible strategy to produce a less
expensive WCO-based wax without utilising SA. It is well known
that, by hydrolyzing with a strong base*~*° or enzyme,*"*> WCO
can be easily saponified to produce mixed fatty acids (or their
salts) and glycerol. Based on the above analysis, we used a novel
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Fig.1 Schematic diagram of the synthesis of fatty acid wax based on
WCO.
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“epoxidation & hydrolysis” technique to design and synthesise
a type of fatty acid wax based on WCO for the first time. In this
method, WCO is first epoxidized to create E-WCO before being
hydrolyzed with sodium hydroxide (NaOH) to create mixed fatty
acids, which may be used as an inexpensive wax material to take
the place of commercial SW (see Fig. 1). The produced WCO-
based wax's melting point, color, hardness, combustion
performance, aldehyde content, and microscopic morphology
were also investigated and reported in this paper.

2. Experimental
2.1 Materials

The WCO (iodine value: 33.04) was collected from Obligi Chicken
fast food restaurant in Guilin, China. The sodium hydroxide
(NaOH), hydrogen peroxide (analytical grade, 30 wt% in H,0),
and sulfuric acid (analytical grade) were purchased from Xiya
Chemical Technology Co., Ltd. (Shandong, China). The SA (98%
purity), glacial acetic acid (99.5% purity), urea (99% purity), and
sodium bicarbonate (99.5% purity) was purchased from the
McLean Company (Shanghai, China). The commercial SW was
purchased from Xu's Wax Co., Ltd. (Hebei, China).

2.2 Synthesis of wax based on WCO

According to our previous research, the WCO was first epoxi-
dized to produce E-WCO.* In a typical synthesis, 620 g of 30%
H,0,, 160 g of glacial acetic acid, 4 g of concentrated sulfuric
acid, and 4 g of urea were mixed in a lightproof container and
placed in an oven at 40 °C for 12 h to prepare peracetic acid as
the epoxidation reagent. Then, 1000 g of WCO was placed in
a glass-stirred reactor and heated at 40 °C, and the initially
prepared epoxidation reagent was slowly added to the reactor
within 2 h. The reaction mixture was then heated to 70 °C and
stirred continuously for a further 3 h, to ensure the C=C double
bonds in the triglycerides of WCO were fully transformed into
epoxy groups. Furthermore, because peracetic acid is a strong
oxidant, it could cause peroxidative degradation of various
colored and odorous organic impurities in WCO, removing the
rancid odor and improving its color. After the reaction was
completed, the reaction mixture was allowed to stand for 12 h
for stratification. The upper oil layer was collected, washed once
with 5% NaHCOj; solution and twice with deionized water at
60 °C, and then evaporated under vacuum for 2 h at 70 °C. After
cooling, E-WCO was obtained as a kind of odorless light yellow
solid with an epoxy value of 1.04 and a saponification degree of
0.1336 g NaOH g .

The resulting E-WCO was then hydrolysised in the presence
of NaOH. In this process, an appropriate amount of NaOH was
dissolved in 30 ml of distilled water to obtain a NaOH solution.
Under magnetic stirring, the resulting NaOH solution was
added to the E-WCO drop by drop. After the dropwise of NaOH
solution, 62 g of 30% H,0, was added to the mixture, for the
addition of H,0, to E-WCO could further lighten the color of the
WCO-based wax in the hydrolysis process. The effects of the
NaOH dosage, reaction temperature, and reaction time on the
free fatty acid content of the WCO-based wax were given in

RSC Adv, 2022, 12, 36018-36027 | 36019
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Table1 Synthesis recipe of fatty acid wax based on WCO. The dosage
of E-WCO was 100 g for each sample. The hydrolysis temperature and
time were 70 °C and 4 h respectively

Dosage of NaOH  Multiple theoretical ~ Free fatty acid

Sample  (g) amounts of NaOH content (wt%)
Al 10.02 0.75 35.37
A2 13.36 1 50.65
A3 16.70 1.25 62.37
A4 20.04 1.5 78.08
A5 23.38 1.75 85.29
A6 26.72 2 96.41

Tables 1 and S1 in ESI.} In the optimised hydrolysis condition,
the reaction mixture was heated and hydrolyzed using two times
the theoretical amount of NaOH at 70 °C for 4 h with magnetic
stirring, which could afford a high free fatty acid content of
96.41 wt% (A6 sample). To further explore the effects of the
NaOH dosage and fatty acid content on the properties of the
wax, a series of WCO-based wax samples with different free fatty
acid contents were synthesised (see Table 1) and the NaOH
dosage was set as follows:

mNaon = A X Sy X mg.wco (1)

Herein, myaon: NaOH dosage (g), Sy: saponification value of E-
WCO (0.1336 ¢ NaOH g™ '), mgwco: E-WCO dosage (100 g for
each sample), A: multiple theoretical NaOH dosage, which was
set as 0.75, 1 (theoretical amount of NaOH), 1.25, 1.5, 1.75, and
2 for A1 to A6 samples, respectively.

Finally, 10% hydrochloric acid (HCI) was added to neutralise
residual alkali which adjusted the pH of the mixture to 6. After
stirring for 5 min, the processed mixture was allowed to sepa-
rate into layers at 70 °C. The upper organic phase was separated
and vacuum evaporated at 70 °C to remove residual water. The
resulting light yellow melted wax could then be poured directly
into a mould to take shape. Products made from WCO-based
wax, such as waxworks (see Fig. 2a), candles (see Fig. 2b), or
crayons (see Fig. 2c), were obtained after cooling and
demolding.

2.3 Characterization

The determination of the iodine value of WCO was carried out
by the China Standard GB/T 5532-2008. The epoxy value and
saponification value of E-WCO were tested following the China
Standard GB/T 1677-2008 and GB/T 5534-2008, respectively. The
aldehyde content of the samples was determined according to
GB/T 14571.3-2008. The contents of various fatty acids in the
WCO-based wax were measured following the China Standards
GB/T 5009.168-2016 (to prepare the methyl esters), using an
Agilent 7890-5979 gas chromatography-mass (GC-MS) spec-
trometer (Agilent, Santa Clara, USA). A brief introduction of
China standards concerned in this paper was given in Table S2
in ESL T

The "H NMR spectra were recorded on a Bruker Avance DRX-
400 spectrometer (Bruker, Karlsruhe, Germany). The IR spectra
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Fig. 2 Photos of waxworks (a), shell candles (b), and crayons (c)
produced by WCO-based wax (A6 sample). The various colors (red,
blue, or brownish red) of the waxworks (a) and crayons (c) were caused
by additional organic dyes with a dosage of 0.5 wt% in the wax.

were captured using KBr pellets and a Nicolet 5700 FT-IR
spectrometer (Thermofisher, Waltham, USA) with a spectral
resolution of 4.00 cm™ " over the range of 400-4000 cm™'. The
melting point of the wax was tested by an X-5 microscope
melting point detector (Yuhua Instrument, Gongyi, China). The
Lovibond color of the waxes was tested by a LABO-HUB WSL-2
Lovibond tintometer (Xinrui Instrument, Shanghai, China).
The needle penetration index of the wax product was recorded
by an FY-2801 C penetrometer (Fengjian Instrument, Cangzhou,
China) at 25 °C. The micro-morphology image of the wax was
recorded on a Scope A1l microscope (Zeiss, Oberkochen, Ger-
many) with transmission mode. The powder X-ray diffraction
(PXRD) pattern of the wax was obtained with an X'Pert PRD
diffractometer with Cu Ke: radiation (A = 1.54056 A) at 40 kV and
40 mA at a scan speed of 4° min~" (2 Theta).

The combustion performance of the wax was carried out
using a cube candle (size: 5 cm x 5 cm X 5 cm). For numerous
parallel tests, such candles were repeatedly made. Without
lateral support, the candle was lit in a breezeless, open envi-
ronment. The candle’s burning period was measured from
ignition to burnout, which was at 5 cm. Every combustion time
listed in this study is the average of four samples with identical
compositions.

3. Results and discussion

3.1 Structure characterization

The "H NMR spectra of the WCO, E-WCO and WCO-based wax
(A6 sample) are given in Fig. 3a and $1-S3 in ESL{ 'H NMR
signals of WCO displayed unsaturated double bonds of
triglyceride with chemical shifts of 6 5.2-5.3 ppm. These signal
peaks weakened significantly in E-WCO after the epoxidation
reaction. In contrast, the signals of the epoxy group could be

© 2022 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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observed (at ¢ 2.8-3.2 ppm), demonstrating the successful
epoxidation of the triglycerides of WCO. After hydrolysis, the
epoxy group signals in E-WCO at ¢ 2.8-3.2 ppm nearly
completely vanished, while doublet signals at around 3.4 ppm
and 3.6 ppm were observed, which could be due to the methine
(C-H) protons in the dihydroxy group with erythro and threo
model, respectively.>*>* It was suggested that the epoxy group in
E-WCO was almost consumed during the hydrolysis and formed
a dihydroxy group.

The epoxidation & hydrolysis processes were also proven by
IR spectra (Fig. 3b). After epoxidation, the characteristic peaks
related to C=C double bonds almost disappeared, including
the stretching vibration of the C-H bond in the C=CH unit
(located at 3008 cm™'), the stretching vibration of the C=C
double bond (located at 1641 cm '), as well as the bending
vibrations of C-H bond in -CH= unit (located at 888 cm %)
Meanwhile, the epoxy absorption peaks located at 896 cm™* and
839 cm ™! were observed, which indicated the formation of E-
WCO. The stretching vibration of the C=0 bond in the ester
group of E-WCO at 1744 cm ' disappeared after hydrolysis,
while the C=O0 stretching vibration of carboxylic acid appeared
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Fig.3 The ™M NMR spectra (a) and IR spectra (b) of the WCO, E-WCO,
and A6 samples.
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at 1705 cm !, indicating that the E-WCO molecule was
successfully hydrolyzed to fatty acids. In the meantime, the
absorption peak of the epoxy group in E-WCO disappeared,
while the characteristic peaks of the hydroxyl group appeared at
3355 cm ™" and 3251 em™ ", indicating that the epoxy group in E-
WCO was consumed to generate the dihydroxy group.>**¢

Additionally, the contents of various fatty acids in the WCO-
based wax (A6 sample) were measured by GC-MS and given in
Table 2. It was observed that palmitic acid showed the highest
amount in the wax, with a mass fraction of 47.71 wt%, followed
by 9,10-dihydroxystearic acid (38.42 wt%). Thus, the obtained
WCO-based wax contained mixed fatty acids, mainly including
palmitic acid and 9,10-dihydroxystearic acid, which originate
from the palmitate and oleate moieties in the triglycerides of
WCO, respectively.

3.2 Melting point

As shown in Fig. 4 and Table S3 in ESI,{ the WCO used as raw
material displayed a low melting point ranging from 33-36 °C,
which makes it difficult to maintain its shape at room
temperature and could be used to produce wax products
directly. Compared to WCO, the E-WCO exhibited a higher
melting point range (36-40 °C). Its shape is stable and can be
maintained at room temperature, which makes it ideal to
produce wax products. The E-WCO, however, had a lower
melting point than commercial SW. The E-WCO was trans-
formed into mixed fatty acids after hydrolysis, which signifi-
cantly raised the sample's melting point. With the increase in
NaOH dosage, the fatty acid content of the samples increased,
and the melting point of the wax sample also presented an
upward trend. The WCO-based wax (A6 sample), which had
a high fatty acid content of 96.41%, had a melting point ranging
from 44-53 °C, which was higher than that of SA-modified
WCO-base wax previously reported (the composite of E-WCO
and SA with equal mass ratio, 46-49 °C),* but slightly lower
than that of commercial SW (51-54 °C).

3.3 Color

To prepare highly artistic essential oil candles or wax figures,
a commercializable plant wax requires light color to facilitate
subsequent coloring and other processing. According to China
Standard GB/T 30392-2013, the Lovibond color codes of plant

Table 2 The contents of various fatty acids of the WCO-based wax
(A6 sample)

Molecular
Fatty acid composition formula Content (wt%)
Palmitic acid C16H3,0, 47.71
9,10-Dihydroxystearic acid C15H;360,4 38.42
Stearic acid C15H;360, 5.38
9,10,12,13-Tetrahydroxystearic acid C13H3606 2.53
Myristic acid C14H,50, 1.19
Arachidic acid CsoH400, 0.41
Lauric acid C1,H,,0, 0.38
Decanoic acid C10H»00, 0.31

RSC Adv, 2022, 12, 36018-36027 | 36021
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Fig. 4 The melting points of WCO-based waxes and other control
samples. The symbol of ref. 44 represents a kind of SA-modified WCO-
base wax in our previous work** which was the composite of E-WCO
and SA with an equal mass ratio.

wax materials are mainly reflected in the yellow color code (Y)
and the red color code (R), with a requirement of Y= 35and R <
4, which display color of light yellow to white visually. The
Lovibond color codes of WCO-based waxes and other control
samples are shown in Fig. 5 and Table S4 in ESI.{ The results
showed that the dark brown soft solid WCO exhibited a very
high Lovibond color value (Y = 52.3, R = 24.8). After epoxida-
tion, the color of E-WCO became lighter and turned yellow, with
a lower Lovibond color value of Y = 34.5 and R = 10.7. With the
addition of H,0,, the hydrolysis process could also further
reduce the color of the WCO-based wax. The Y and R color codes
decreased with the increase in the dosage of NaOH. When using
more than 1.5 times the theoretical amount of NaOH, the color
codes of the obtained wax samples could meet the requirements
of Chinese standards. The WCO-based wax which had the
highest fatty acid content of the six wax samples (A6 sample),
had the lightest hue (Y = 11.9, R = 2.3), while it was slightly

a: L-WCO [ AS
12+ b: Al g A6 4
cr A2 h: SW =
d: A3 i:ref.44
c: A4
- 87
(9}
a4
;!
4+----mmmmm s___d_'.____l
g i |
b :
0 T T I|
10 20 30 40
Yellow

Fig. 5 The Lovibond color codes of WCO-based waxes and other
control samples. The symbol of ref. 44 represents a kind of WCO-
based wax in our previous work** which was the composite of E-WCO
and SA with an equal mass ratio.
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Fig. 6 The penetration indexes of WCO-based waxes and other
control samples. The symbol of ref. 44 represents a kind of WCO-
based wax in our previous work?** which was the composite of E-WCO
and SA with an equal mass ratio.

darker than commercial SW (Y = 12.1, R = 0.7) but lighter than
that of SA-modified WCO-base wax previously reported (Y =
16.1, R = 2.3).*

3.4 Hardness

The hardness of wax products based on WCO was characterized
using the needle penetration index: the lower the needle
penetration index, the harder the wax. As shown in Fig. 6 and
Table S5 in ESI,7 the WCO was too soft and its needle pene-
tration index could not be detected, while the E-WCO showed
an improved hardness with a needle penetration index of 23.15
mm, which was still much softer than that of commercial SW
(5.67 mm). After hydrolysis, the EEWCO was converted into
mixed fatty acids, considerably enhancing the wax samples’
hardness. The wax contained about 50 wt% fatty acids (A2
sample) and could show better hardness than that of
commercial SW, with a needle penetration index of 5.16 mm.
With the increase of NaOH dosage as well as fatty acid content,
the hardness of the wax samples enhanced continuously. The
wax which had a fatty acid content of 96.41 wt% (A6 sample),
displayed an even lower needle penetration index (2.66 mm)
than that of SA-modified WCO-base wax previously reported
(2.95 mm).*

3.5 Combustion performance

Combustion performances of the synthesized waxes were
investigated and the corresponding combustion times of the
candles made of the WCO-based wax are presented (see Fig. 7
and Table S6 in ESIT). The WCO itself was too soft to maintain
its shape at room temperature and could not produce a candle.
E-WCO could be utilized to create a free-standing candle that
can provide a consistent, brilliant flame without black smoke
because of its greater melting point and relative hardness.
However, its melting speed was quite fast and it exhibited
a short combustion time (37 min). By contrast, the fatty acid wax

© 2022 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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Fig. 7 The combustion times of cube candles of WCO-based waxes
and other control samples. The symbol of ref. 44 represents a kind of
WCO-based wax in our previous work** which was the composite of
E-WCO and SA with an equal mass ratio.

based on WCO could produce practical candles with a relatively
long combustion time. Furthermore, the combustion time of
WCO-based candles could be continuously increased by
increasing the NaOH dosage as well as the fatty acid content.
The WCO-based wax contains the highest fatty acid content (A6
sample) and could produce a candle with a relatively long
combustion time (293 min), which is better than that of
commercial SW (276 min) as well as SA-modified WCO-base wax
previously reported (227 min).**

3.6 Aldehyde content

Due to repeated heating and frying, the WCO contains a series
of hazardous organics. Among them, aldehydes are the primary
volatile organic chemicals in WCO, which may stimulate the
mucosa, corrode the skin or even cause carcinogenesis.”” ™ As
shown in Fig. 8 and Table S7 in ESI, T the WCO displayed a very
high aldehyde content of 3.84 pg g~ ', which could emit an

4.5

3.0

Aldehyde content (ng/g)

0.0
Q) Q) o Q
éQ <f© Nt S

Fig. 8 The aldehyde contents of WCO-based wax and other control

samples.
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obvious rancidity odor. The epoxidation process could elimi-
nate the odorous aldehydes in WCO effectively, for the aldehyde
content of E-WCO (0.844 pug g~ ") was only 1/5 of that of WCO.
The hydrolysis process could also further reduce the aldehyde
content of the WCO-based wax. The A6 sample showed a very
low aldehyde content (7.98 x 10~* pg g~ ') which is similar to
that of commercial SW (3.84 x 10 > ug g '), which could ensure
the health of consumers effectively.

3.7 Micro-morphology

According to the results of micro-morphology images and PXRD
diffraction patterns (see Fig. 9 and S4-S13 in ESIt), the WCO
solid showed irregular fine particles with poor crystallization
performance with a considerable number of circular oil drop-
lets. The E-WCO solid, in comparison, was made up of
homogenous, fine grains without oil droplets, whose grain size
was much smaller than that of commercial SW.

The hydrolysis process by NaOH could significantly change
the micro-morphologies of WCO-based waxes. With the
increase of NaOH dosage as well as the fatty acid content, the
crystallinity and the grain sizes of WCO-based wax enhanced
significantly, and long-rod crystals of mixed fatty acids
increased and progressively formed 3D crossing networks.
When the fatty acid content of the wax was more than 78% (A4-
A6 samples), the WCO-based wax showed a similar micro-

(a)

®)
— WCO — A4
— L-WCO ——AS
— Al — A6
—A2 —S8A

— A3

Intensity (a.u.)

10 20 30 40 50 60 70 80
2 Theta (dergee)

Fig. 9 The 500x microphotographs (a) and PXRD patterns (b) of
WCO-based waxes and other control samples.
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morphology to pure SA, which displayed regularly arranged,
large long-rod crystalline crystals.

As previously mentioned, the WCO consisted of mainly mixed
triglycerides with a certain amount of double bonds and many
kinds of colored or odorous organic impurities. The unsaturated
double bonds would lead to a loose molecular arrangement.
Thus, in the microscale, the WCO was composed of irregular fine
particles and even liquid oil drops, which may cause its low
melting point and very weak hardness. Together with its dark
color and rancid odor, the WCO could not be a good raw material
for wax production. Compared with those in WCO, the epoxy
triglycerides in E-WCO could form more regular grains without
oil droplets. Thus, E-WCO displayed a higher melting point and
hardness than that WCO, which could maintain its shape at
room temperature or in the initial combustion stage. However,
due to too small grains in its solid, the E-WCO displayed a lower
melting point and weaker hardness than that of commercial SW,
and its candle was soft and displayed a short combustion time
during the combustion process.

Our prior study attempted to address this issue by intro-
ducing SA that could further change WCO-based waxes. As
a kind of rod-shaped molecule, SA could form a 3D stable
crossing network, which could effectively constrain the small
grain of E-WCO, thus enhancing the melting point and hard-
ness of the WCO-based wax and increasing the combustion
time of its candle during the combustion process.** However, we
applied a new technique in this work to change the branching
triglyceride molecules into rod-shaped fatty acid molecules. The
long rod-like crystals of mixed fatty acids (like palmitic acid and
9,10-dihydroxystearic acid) can form a 3D stable cross network
similar to that of SA, and effectively improve the grain size of the
wax. This could also improve the melting point and hardness of
WCO-based wax, as well as increased its burning time during
the combustion process. In addition, the synergistic effect of
NaOH and H,0, can further reduce the color code and aldehyde
content of WCO-based wax.

In general, the WCO-based wax containing a high content of
fatty acids (like samples A6) showed similar performance to
commercial SW and the SA-modified WCO-base wax in our
previous work.** It also fulfilled the national standard's
requirements and could be used to create actual wax products
like candles, crayons, or wax figures. Due to its application of
WCO as a raw material, this fatty acid wax from WCO is cost-
effective and competitive in the market. The estimated total
synthesis costs of the WCO-based wax (A6 sample) is only $0.20
per kg, which is about 1/10 of the commercial SW ($2.35 per kg),
and 1/3 of that of SA-modified WCO-based wax previously re-
ported ($0.64 per kg, the composite of E-WCO and SA with an
equal mass ratio).** Thus, the expected profit margin of this
WCO-based wax could be more than 500%.

4. Conclusions

In this paper, we report on the synthesis and properties of
a kind of fatty acid wax based on WCO and discuss the effects of
epoxidation & hydrolysis strategy on the wax. The findings
demonstrated that the epoxidation &hydrolysis treatment of

36024 | RSC Adv, 2022, 12, 36018-36027

View Article Online

Paper

WCO is a feasible way to obtain WCO-based wax with low costs
and high quality. Among them, the epoxidation of WCO can
produce E-WCO, and then the hydrolysis of E-WCO can convert
the branched triglyceride molecules to rod-shaped fatty acid
molecules, such as palmitic acid and 9,10-dihydroxystearic acid.
The obtained WCO-based fatty acid wax has many advantages,
such as light color, good hardness, suitable melting point,
relatively long candle burning time, and low aldehyde content,
which can be a low-cost substitute for commercial SW. More-
over, compared to other WCO recycling methods, the synthesis
of this kind of WCO-based wax requires only easy pre-treatment
procedures, simple equipment, and very low synthesis costs to
obtain products with good quality and a high-profit margin,
making it a more advantageous option for the use of WCO in
economically disadvantaged regions.

Abbreviations

WCO Waste cooking oil

E- Epoxy waste cooking oil
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SA Stearic acid
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