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The Royal Society of Chemistry hereby wholly retracts this RSC Advances article due to concerns with the reliability of the data. The
images in the article, and the raw data provided by the authors, were screened by an image integrity expert.

The published western blots in Fig. 3A (VEGF panel), Fig. 4F (VEGF panel) and Fig. 7A (DVL3 and B-catenin panels) show signs of
manipulation and cloning in the backgrounds of the images. In addition, while the individual blots in the raw data provided by the
authors matched the figures, the backgrounds did not match the figure panels. Therefore, the raw data provided by the authors
cannot be used to validate the published data.

Given the significance of the concerns about the validity of both the data in the article and the raw data provided by the authors,
the findings presented in this paper are not reliable.

The authors agree to the retraction.

Signed: Laura Fisher, Executive Editor, RSC Advances.

Date: 19" January 2021.
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