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The Royal Society of Chemistry hereby wholly retracts this RSC Advances article due to concerns with the reliability of the data. The
images in the article, and raw data provided by the authors, were screened by an image integrity expert. The raw data could not be
used to validate the published data as in many of the western blot bands, including Fig. 2I (Bcl-2, Bax and GAPDH), Fig. 31 (GAPDH),
Fig. 4B (GAPDH), Fig. 4H (Bax), Fig. 5M (GAPDH) and Fig. 6A (p-AKT), the blots matched the raw data but the backgrounds did not.
Furthermore, the raw data provided by the authors was found to closely resemble raw data for a number of other articles, which is
unexpected given that there are completely different authors lists for these articles.

Given the significance of the concerns about the validity of both the data in the article and the raw data provided by the authors,
the findings presented in this paper are not reliable.

Wei Wang does not agree with the retraction. The other authors were informed but have not responded to any correspondence
regarding the retraction.

Signed: Laura Fisher, Executive Editor, RSC Advances.

Date: 19" January 2021.
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