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An effective process for synthesis of alkyl polyglycosides (APG) was developed using SO3H-functionalized

ionic liquids (SFILs) as catalysts. Four SFILs, [PSmim][HSO4], [PSmim][pTSA], [PSPy][HSO4] and [PSPy][pTSA],

were designed and synthesized for APG synthesis. The results indicated that [PSmim][HSO4] shows the best

catalytic performance among these four SFILs, which has a great agreement with the order of their acidities.

When the [PSmim][HSO4] was used as catalyst, the reaction time could be decreased from 24 h to 8 h, and

molar ration of n-octanol to glucose could be decreased from 5 : 1 to 3 : 1 under the optimization reaction

conditions. In addition, the [PSmim][HSO4] could be easily regenerated and recycled at least 5 times with

slight decrease in catalytic activity. Moreover, the catalytic mechanism of [PSmim][HSO4] was further

investigated by molecular simulation. The high catalytic activity of [PSmim][HSO4] is attributed to

hydrogen bonds between [PSmim][HSO4] and glucose and n-octanol, which could accelerate the

protonation of glucose and removal of hydrogen ions from the hydroxyl in n-octanol.
1 Introduction

Alkyl polyglycosides (APG), produced from glucose and fatty
alcohols, are one kind of renewable green non-ionic surfactants.
Because of good surfactant properties and complete biodegrad-
ability, they have been applied in many elds, such as the
detergent, cosmetic, and pharmaceutical cleaning industries.1–3

At present, the synthesis of APG is usually via Fischer's glucosy-
lation as shown in Fig. 1. Depending on the type of carbohydrate
used, all manufacturing processes for the Fischer synthesis of
APG could be attributed to two approaches, namely the direct
glucosylation synthesis process2 and the transacetalization
process.4,5 The direct glucosylation synthesis has the features of
a short synthesis path, low energy consumption, easy operation
and being cost-effective, and is more suitable for industrial
production than the transacetalization process.1,6 For the current
production technology of commercial APG,mineral acids such as
concentrated sulfuric acid are usually chosen as catalysts, but
they are non-recyclable and environmentally incompatible.7–10 To
overcome the drawbacks of the traditional catalyst, the develop-
ment of a green catalyst reaction system for direct glucosylation
synthesis has attracted much attention in the past few years.11
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(ESI) available: The 1H NMR, FTIR,
data of four SFILs are presented. See

16
Ludot et al.5 developed an efficient method using sulfoxides and
sulfones as solvent for the synthesis of APG without catalyst.
Although the conversion rate of xylose for APG produced from
xylose and decanol could be up to 83%, the reaction temperature
is up to 423.15 K. Augé et al.6 established a new method for the
synthesis APG using the metal triate as catalyst and 1-butyl-3-
methylimidazolium triuoromethanesulfonate as solvent. The
high conversion rate (74%) of glucose produced from glucose and
n-octanol could be obtained when the temperature is 353.15 K,
but the reaction time need to be extended up to 24 h. Therefore,
the development of novel effective catalyst for synthesis of APG is
highly desired.

In recent years, the applications of room temperature ionic
liquids (RTILs) as “green” solvents or catalysts for organic
synthesis have been extensively investigated owing to their
negligible volatility, excellent thermal stability, remarkable
solubility and the variety of structures available.12–16 In addition,
the design of acidic ILs to replace traditional mineral acids in
chemical processes have been paid much attention by
researchers.17–19 It was found that the acidities of these ILs were
enhanced with the presence of SO3H groups. These ILs dis-
played excellent catalytic performances as homogeneous cata-
lysts in many typical acid-catalyzed organic reaction.20–23 For
Fig. 1 Schematic illustration of Fischer's glycosylation.

© 2021 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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Fig. 2 Structures of four SO3H-functionalized ILs.

Paper RSC Advances

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 2

0 
A

pr
il 

20
21

. D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

on
 1

1/
15

/2
02

5 
3:

40
:4

8 
PM

. 
 T

hi
s 

ar
tic

le
 is

 li
ce

ns
ed

 u
nd

er
 a

 C
re

at
iv

e 
C

om
m

on
s 

A
ttr

ib
ut

io
n-

N
on

C
om

m
er

ci
al

 3
.0

 U
np

or
te

d 
L

ic
en

ce
.

View Article Online
example, SO3H-functionalized ILs (SFILs) show the excellent
catalytic activity as catalysts in synthesis of furylmethane
derivatives.22 However, their application in the direct glucosy-
lation synthesis has not been reported. Therefore, we hope to
make use of the advantages of SFILs to improve the efficiency of
APG synthesis, simplify the production process, and investigate
the reaction mechanism in depth. In this work, four SO3H-
functionalized ILs were synthesized for direct glucosylation
synthesis as catalysts and the structures of the SFILs are shown
in Fig. 2. The effect of experimental conditions such as reaction
temperature, reaction time, catalyst dosage, molar ratio of n-
octanol to glucose on the conversion rate of glucose were
systematically investigated. In addition, the regeneration and
recyclability of SO3H-functionalized ILs were also evaluated.
Finally, the catalytic mechanism of SO3H-functionalized ILs was
further studied in detail by molecular simulation.
2 Experimental section
2.1 Materials

Sulfuric acid, toluene, ethyl acetate, pyridine, p-nitroaniline,
glucose and n-octanol, monopotassium monosodium tartrate
tetrahydrate, methylene blue were purchased from Beijing
Chemical Company and were of analytical grade. N-Methyl-
imidazole, copper(II) sulfate pentahydrate were purchased from
Sinopharm Chemical Reagent Co., Ltd. 1,3-Propanesulfonate
was purchased from Aladdin Industrial Corporation. p-Tolue-
nesulfonic acid monohydrate was purchased from Tokyo
Chemical Industry Co., Ltd. Ultrapure water was obtained by the
water purication system (Milli-Q Direct-8). All reagents were
commercially available and used as received without further
purication.
Table 1 The acidities of four SFILs

SFIL Absorbance [AU] [In]/(%) [InH+]/(%) H0

p-Nitroanilinea 0.132 100 0
[PSmim][HSO4] 0.088 66.7 33.3 1.29
[PSPy][HSO4] 0.091 68.9 31.1 1.34
[PSmim][pTSA] 0.099 75.0 25.0 1.47
[PSPy][pTSA] 0.101 76.5 23.5 1.50

a Indicator: p-nitroaniline: 0.01 mmol L�1, SFIL: 0.125 mmol L�1.
2.2 Synthesis of SO3H-functionalized ILs

The SFILs including 1-(3-sulfonic)-propyl-3-methyl imidazolium
hydrosulfate ([PSmim][HSO4]), 1-(3-sulfonic)-propyl-3-methyl
imidazolium p-toluenesulfonate ([PSmim][pTSA]), 1-(3-
sulfonic)-propyl pyridine hydrosulfate ([PSPy][HSO4]) and 1-(3-
sulfonic)-propyl pyridine p-toluenesulfonate ([PSPy][pTSA]) were
synthesized according to the literatures.20,24 N-Methylimidazole
(0.22 mol) and 1,3-propane sultone (0.22 mol) were dissolved in
toluene (60 mL) as an inert solvent, which were added to
a round-bottomed ask (200 mL) tted with a reux condenser
and stirred at 343.15 K, 353.15 K, 363.15 K, 373.15 K for 24 h
under a nitrogen atmosphere. Aerwards, the white precipitates
were ltered off and washed several times with ethyl acetate to
get 1-(3-sulfonic)-propyl-3-methyl imidazolium (PSmim), which
was monitored by copper(II) chloride in ethanol and no blue
© 2021 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
colour could be found. Then, PSmim was dried in a vacuum
under 343.15 K for 48 h. [PSmim][HSO4] was obtained by
a dropwise addition of one equivalent of concentrated sulfuric
acid (98%) through constant pressure funnel to an aqueous
solution of PSmim that the mixture was stirred at 353.15 K for
12 h. Finally, the water of mixture was removed by a rotary
evaporator, and then light yellow viscous [PSmim][HSO4] was
obtained. [PSmim][HSO4] was dried under vacuum at 343.15 K
for 48 h and stored in a desiccator. Other SFILs [PSmim][pTSA],
[PSPy][HSO4] and [PSPy][pTSA] were prepared according to
a procedure similar to that used for [PSmim][HSO4]. All these
SFILs were dried under vacuum at 343.15 K for 48 h before
usage and the water contents were all below 800 ppmmeasured
by Karl Fischer Coulometers C20.
2.3 Characterization and physicochemical properties of
SFILs
1H NMR spectra were recorded on a Bruker spectrometer (600
Hz) in deuterium oxide (D2O). The Fourier transform infrared-
spectra (FTIR) were obtained in the range of 400–4000 cm�1

on a Thermo Nicolet 380 spectrometer. Electrospray ionization
mass spectrometry (ESI-MS) were obtained in both positive and
negative modes with a Bruker micrOTOF-Q II. The 1H NMR,
FTIR and ESI-MS data are given in the ESI.†

The determination of four SFILs decomposition tempera-
tures were measured on thermogravimetric analysis (TGA
Q5000 V3.15 Build 263) by heating sample from room temper-
ature to 873.15 K at a heating rate of 10 K min�1 under the ow
25 mL min�1 of nitrogen atmosphere. The decomposition
temperatures of four SFILs are all above 473.15 K and shown in
ESI,† which means that these four SFILs show excellent ther-
modynamic stability and suitable for glycosidation as catalysts.
2.4 The acidities evaluation of SFILs

The Brønsted acidities associated with the Hammett acidity
function of four SFILs were measured in aqueous solutions. p-
Nitroaniline was chosen as the indicator for the measurement
of the Hammett acidity function through UV-Vis (UV-2550,
Shimadzu) spectroscopy.25–27 Therefore, the Hammett acidities
function (H0) of four SFILs could be calculated via the following
equation:

H0 ¼ pKa(InH
+) + log([In]/[InH+]) (1)
RSC Adv., 2021, 11, 14710–14716 | 14711
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Fig. 3 Absorbance spectra of 4-nitroaniline for four SFILs in ultrapure
water.
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where, pKa(InH
+) is the pKa value of the protonated p-nitroani-

line indicator in aqueous solution (0.99), and [In] and [InH+] are
the molar percent of the unprotonated and protonated forms of
the indicator, respectively. The UV/Vis spectra of both unpro-
tonated and protonated forms of the indicator showed a specic
absorption at about 380 nm in aqueous solution of p-nitroani-
line and the results are displayed in the Table 1 and Fig. 3. It
could be seen that the characteristic absorption peak decreased
as the acidity of the solution increased and the acidities (H0) of
four SFILs were calculated and following the order: [PSmim]
[HSO4] (H0 ¼ 1.29) < [PSPy][HSO4] (H0 ¼ 1.34) < [PSmim][pTSA]
(H0 ¼ 1.47) < [PSPy][pTSA] (H0 ¼ 1.50). It is exhibited that
[PSmim][HSO4] is the most acidic SFIL among four SFILs.

2.5 Glucosidation reaction

In the synthesis process of APG, a mixture of the glucose, n-
octanol, and SO3H-functionalized ILs were added to a round
bottom ask (100 mL) tted with a reux condenser that was
connected to Schlenk line and reacted at desired temperature
for certain time. Aer the reaction nished, the mixture was
cooled down to room temperature. Then, the yields of glyco-
sides were determined by Fehling reagent.

3 Results and discussion
3.1 Screening of SFILs catalysts for glycosylation

On account of Fischer's glycosylation reactionmodel, four SFILs
as catalysts were used for the direct glycosylation. The catalytic
activities of four SFILs were evaluated according to the results of
Table 2 SFILs screeninga

SFIL Conversion of glycoseb/%

[PSmim][HSO4] 92.8
[PSPy][HSO4] 83.4
[PSmim][pTSA] 82.5
[PSPy][pTSA] 81.5

a Reaction conditions: glucose (0.018 mol), n-octanol (5 equiv.), catalyst
(0.05 equiv.), reaction temperature (353.15 K), reaction time (24 h).
b The conversion of glycose was measured using Fehling reagent.

14712 | RSC Adv., 2021, 11, 14710–14716
conversion rate of glucose under the same experiment condi-
tion and the results are shown in Table 2. It can be seen that
[PSmim][HSO4] exhibited the best catalytic performance for
glucose conversion at the conditions of 353.15 K, 24 h. Obvi-
ously, the results also indicated that the conversion rate of
glucose with four SFILs decreased following the order [PSmim]
[HSO4] > [PSPy][HSO4] > [PSmim][pTSA] > [PSPy][pTSA], which
has a similar trend in the synthesis of furylmethane and ester-
ication.22,28 Moreover, the acidities (H0) of four SFILs follow the
order: [PSmim][HSO4] (H0 ¼ 1.29) < [PSPy][HSO4] (H0 ¼ 1.34) <
[PSmim][pTSA] (H0¼ 1.47) < [PSPy][pTSA] (H0¼ 1.50), which has
a similar sequence of catalytic activity in the APG synthesis.
Xing et al. also found that the acidity of [PSPy][HSO4] is stronger
than that of [PSPy][pTSA], which is consistent with the activity
order of [PSPy][HSO4] and [PSPy][pTSA] in the synthesis of D,L-a-
tocopherol as catalyst.21 Therefore, the difference of acidities of
four SFILs may be the reason of remarkable difference in
conversion of glucose. In addition, the conversion of glycose for
[PSmim][HSO4] reached up to 92.8%, which is higher than that
reported by Jacques Augé et al. For their research, the conver-
sion of glycose is 74% when 1-butyl-3-methylimidazolium tri-
uoromethanesulfonate ([Bmim][OTf]) was used as catalyst for
APG synthesis.6 The yield of APG is only 16% when the KSF/O as
catalyst, which was investigated by Sandrine Brochette et al.29

These results indicated that these SFILs have good catalytic
performance. Due to the highest catalytic activity of [PSmim]
[HSO4] for glucosylation, the [PSmim][HSO4] was investigated as
a typical example in the subsequent work. Furthermore, in
order to optimize experiment conditions, reaction temperature,
reaction time, catalyst dosage, molar ratio of n-octanol to
glucose as well as the recycle of catalyst were investigated
systematically. What's more, the reaction mechanism of APG
synthesis using SFILs as catalysts were investigated further by
molecular simulation.
3.2 Effect of the reaction temperature

The direct glycosylation was carried out at different temperature
ranging from 343.15 K to 373.15 K. The results of the conversion
rate of glucose are shown in Table 3. It could be seen that the
reaction temperature had a signicant inuence on the catalytic
performance. When the reaction temperature increased from
343.15 K to 353.15 K, the conversion rate of glucose increased
sharply from 57.6% to 90.1%. However, when the reaction
temperature increased from 353.15 K to 373.15 K, the
Table 3 The effect of temperature on glucosylationa

Temperature/K Conversion of glycoseb/%

343.15 57.6
353.15 92.8
363.15 88.8
373.15 84.8

a Reaction conditions: glucose (0.018mol), n-octanol (5 equiv.), [PSmim]
[HSO4] (0.05 equiv.), reaction time (24 h). b The conversion of glycose
was measured using Fehling reagent.

© 2021 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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Table 4 The effect of reaction time on glucosylationa

Reaction time/h Conversion of glycoseb/%

2 73.8
4 79.3
6 86.1
8 90.1
12 90.7
24 92.8

a Reaction conditions: glucose (0.018mol), n-octanol (5 equiv.), [PSmim]
[HSO4] (0.05 equiv.), reaction temperature (353.15 K). b The conversion
of glycose was measured using Fehling reagent.

Table 6 The effect of octanol and glucose molar ratio on
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conversion rate of glucose decreased slightly from 90.1% to
84.8%. It is obvious that the glycosylation is a dynamic equi-
librium reaction. Within the given time, the reaction rate was
accelerated and the high conversion rate of glucose could be
obtained with the increasement of temperature. On the other
hand, the high temperature will lead to the degradation of
glucosylation, which had been conrmed by Ludot et al.5

According to the conversion rate of glucose, the temperature of
353.15 K was chosen as the optimal reaction temperature.

3.3 Effect of the reaction time

For a chemical reaction, the reaction time usually play an
important role in determining the conversion rate of reactants.
Therefore, the conversion rate of glucose at different reaction
time was studied systematically using [PSmim][HSO4] as cata-
lyst at 353.15 K. As seen from Table 4, when the reaction time
increased from 2 h to 24 h, the conversion rate of glucose
increased greatly from 73.8% to 92.8%. It is indicated that the
reaction equilibrium did not reach until the reaction time was
up to 8 h. As the reaction time increased from 8 h to 24 h, the
conversion rate of glucose increased slightly. Therefore, the
proper reaction time was set at 8 h, which was less than 24 h
reported by Augé et al.6

3.4 Effect of the catalyst dosage

To study the effect of the catalyst dosage on the conversion rate
of glucose, the direct glucosylation of n-octanol with glucose
was carried out at the same conditions of glucose (0.018 mol), n-
octanol (5 equiv.), temperature (353.15 K), time (8 h) and the
results were displayed in Table 5. It can be seen that the
Table 5 The effect of catalyst dosage on glucosylation using [PSmim]
[HSO4] as catalyst

Catalyst dosage/%
Conversion of
glycose/%

2 55.9
3 85.2
4 87.8
5 90.1
7 90.2

© 2021 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
conversion rate of glucose increased signicantly from 55.9% to
85.2% with the increase of catalyst dosage from 2 mol% to
3 mol%. The increasing trend of conversion rate of glucose
became slower when the catalyst dosage was up to 5 mol%.
Furthermore, the increase of catalyst dosage had slight inu-
ence on the conversion rate of glucose when the amount of
catalyst was above 5 mol%. Therefore, the optimal catalyst
dosage was 5 mol% in this study.
3.5 Effect of N-octanol and glucose molar ratio

In the reported research, the molar ratio of long tail fatty alco-
hols to glucose should exceed 5 : 1 for the glucosylation due to
low catalytic activity of the catalysts.2 In this work, the effect of
n-octanol and glucose molar ratio for the glucosylation on the
conversion rate of glucose was investigated at the same condi-
tions. As shown in Table 6, when the molar ratio of n-octanol to
glucose increased from 1 : 1 to 5 : 1, the conversion rate of
glucose increased from 76.8% to 90.1%. It is exhibited that
[PSmim][HSO4] shown a stable catalytic performance when the
molar ratio of n-octanol to glucose decreased from 5 : 1 to 3 : 1,
which indicated that the reactor volume could be decreased to
some extent. Camille Ludot synthesized APG using cyclic sul-
folane with the yield up to 83%, but excess long chain alcohol
needs to be added (450 times the amount of glucose).5 This also
demonstrated that [PSmim][HSO4] has better catalytic perfor-
mance than traditional catalyst.
3.6 Recycling of the ionic liquid catalyst

For the industrial application of catalysts, the regeneration and
subsequent recycling of catalysts are of vital importance. The
recyclability of the [PSmim][HSO4] as catalyst for direct gluco-
sylation was carried out under the optimization conditions of
glucose (0.018 mol), n-octanol (5 equiv.), [PSmim][HSO4] (0.05
equiv.), temperature (353.15 K), time (8 h). The [PSmim][HSO4]
is nearly insoluble in ethylacetate, while n-octanol and gluco-
sylation product are miscible with ethylacetate. When the glu-
cosylation reaction nished, the product is divided into two
phases aer the addition of ethylacetate. The upper layer is
a mixture of ethylacetate, excess n-octanol and APG, and
[PSmim][HSO4] and few glucose are present in the under layer.
APG can be separated from the upper mixture by rectication
glucosylationa

N-Octanol
and glucose molar ratio Conversion of glycoseb/%

1 : 1 76.8
2 : 1 79.3
3 : 1 87.5
4 : 1 88.1
5 : 1 90.1

a Reaction conditions: glucose (0.018mol), [PSmim][HSO4] (0.05 equiv.),
reaction temperature (353.15 K), reaction time (8 h). b The conversion of
glycose was measured using Fehling reagent.

RSC Adv., 2021, 11, 14710–14716 | 14713
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Fig. 4 Recycling use of [PSmim][HSO4] as catalyst for glucosylation.
Reaction conditions: glucose (0.018mol), n-octanol (3 equiv.), catalyst
(0.05 equiv.), reaction temperature (353.15 K), reaction time (8 h).

Table 7 The related parameters of hydrogen between oxygen on the
hydroxyl of glucose and hydrogen sulfate

Structure H-bond DE (kJ mol�1)

(b) O1/H–O10 �145.51
O2–H/O20

(c) O2/H–O10 �109.47
O3–H/O20

(d) O6–H/O30 �118.44
O4–H/O20

O3/H–O10

(e) O4–H/O20 �88.82
O4/H–O10

(f) O6/H–O10 �89.44
O4–H/O20
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and re-extraction. What's more, the [PSmim][HSO4] of under
layer can be reused without further treatment. The [PSmim]
[HSO4] was reused consecutively in 5 recycles without purica-
tion further and the performance of catalyst exhibited slightly
decrease from 88.2% to 83.2% (Fig. 4). It is indicated that
[PSmim][HSO4] displayed great stability and reusability as
catalyst for direct glucosylation.
3.7 Mechanism analysis

To reveal the catalytic mechanism of glucosylation with SFILs as
catalyst, the molecular simulation was used to investigate the
role of SFILs in the synthesis of APG, which take [PSmim][HSO4]
as an example. All the geometries optimized were carried out in
the M06-2X-D3/6-311+G** with Gaussian 09 soware.30–32 The
protonated position of glucose was determined by the interac-
tion energy. The interaction energy were measured when
[HSO4]

� bind to the different hydroxyl on glucose (named O1,
O2, O3, O4, O6, respectively, and O10, O20, O30 were oxygen on
hydrogen sulfate). The results of interaction positions (inter-
action energy) were displayed in Fig. 5 and Table 7. From the
results of interaction energy, protonated hydroxyl had
Fig. 5 The optimal structure of glucose was protonated hydrogen
sulfate in the position of O1, O2, O3, O4, O6 (S, yellow; O, red; C, gray;
H, white).

14714 | RSC Adv., 2021, 11, 14710–14716
a sequence as follows: O1 > O3 > O2 > O6 > O4, which indicated
that O1 was the position that was most preferentially of glucose
by [PSmim][HSO4].33 In addition, the bonds length of O1–H/
O10 (2.10 �A) and O2–H/O20 (1.69 �A) were shorter than the van
der Waals (2.72 �A),34 implying there are hydrogen bonds
between hydrogen sulfate and glucose. The presence of
hydrogen bonds makes glucose more reactive.21,35,36 Therefore,
O1 position of glucose was easier protonated by [PSmim][HSO4].

The interaction energy (DE) is dened as the energy differ-
ence between the conformer (Eab, the energy of the structure in
the combined state of AB) and the corresponding isolated ions
(Ea, Eb, the energy of the structure when A and B are optimized
separately):

DE ¼ 2625.5 � [Eab � Ea � Eb], kJ mol�1 (2)

On the other hand, in order to further investigate the reac-
tion mechanism between the n-octanol and protonated glucose,
the changes of the electronegativity changes of oxygen of n-
octanol and the bond lengths changes of hydroxyl of n-octanol
before and aer reaction were simulated by Gaussian. The
atomic charges were calculated by the natural bond orbital
(NBO) method.37,38 The bond length of hydroxyl and NBO charge
of the oxygen of hydroxyl in n-octanol were plotted in Fig. 6,
which showed that [PSmim][HSO4] had an inuence on the
bond length and charge density of the hydroxyl of n-octanol.
Fig. 6 The influence to the NBO charge of the oxygen on the hydroxyl
and the bond length of hydroxyl in the process of n-octanol binding to
glucose by [PSmim][HSO4] (N, blue; S, yellow; O, red; C, gray; H,
white). (A) n-octanol, (B–D) the optimal interaction structure between
glucose and [PSmim][HSO4].

© 2021 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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The electronegativity of the oxygen of hydroxyl in n-octanol (B–
D) and their original were �0.825, �0.772, �0.786, and �0.745,
respectively, which indicated the nucleophilicity of the oxygen
were stronger and the hydroxyl would bind to protonated
glucose easier because of the appearance of [PSmim][HSO4]. In
addition, the O–H bond length of the hydroxyl of n-octanol (B
0.9743 �A, C 0.9647 �A, D 0.9653 �A) became longer than initial
condition (A 0.9591 �A), implying the oxyhydrogen bond of n-
octanol would break off easier on account of the appearance of
[PSmim][HSO4]. Moreover, the presence of hydrogen bonds
between SFILs and n-octanol would promote removal of
hydrogen ion from n-octanol more readily, which may be one of
the reasons for the high catalytic activity of SFILs. What's more,
the results of the bond lengths changes of hydroxyl haves
a better agreement with the results of the electronegativity
changes of oxygen. Therefore, owning to the appearance of
[PSmim][HSO4], it had an acceleration effect on the reaction
process of n-octanol and protonated glucose, which may be one
of the reason of high glucose conversion rate in the synthesis of
APG.
4 Conclusions

In summary, four thermostable SFILs were synthesized and
used as catalysts for direct glucosylation. According to the
results, [PSmim][HSO4] displayed the highest conversion of
glucose (92.8%) than other three SFILs. Furthermore, the
reaction time could be shortened from 24 h to 8 h and the molar
ratio of n-octanol to glucose was decreased to 3 : 1. In addition,
[PSmim][HSO4] exhibited excellent recycle performance without
signicant decrease of conversion of glycose aer ve recycles.
The catalytic activity of SFILs was dependent on their anion and
the catalytic activity could be enhanced via the increase of the
anion's Brønsted acidity, which had a great agreement with the
experimental results. Moreover, it was demonstrated that SFILs
would proton glucose easier and n-octanol would remove
hydrogen ion from hydroxyl more readily due to the formation
of hydrogen bond by molecular simulation. Taking aforemen-
tioned performance into consideration, [PSmim][HSO4] might
be used as a promising catalyst for APG synthesis.
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