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nanosilica-supported dendritic IL/
Ru(II) as photocatalysts for the
dicarbofunctionalization of styrenes with carbon
dioxide and amines

Can Liu*a and Jalal Rouhi *b

The effectual utilization of heterogeneous catalysts from nano sources through chemical moderation for

the a-aminomethylcarboxylation of alkenes with carbon dioxide and amines is an attractive area to

study. Dendritic fibrous nanosilica (DFNS) is a cost-effective, resistant, plenteous, and reproducible

source with dandelion-like fibrous anatomy. The present paper is a report on an easy method to provide

a family of new DFNS-supported dendritic imidazolium IL/Ru(II) heterogeneous catalysts DFNS/IL/Ru (1–

3) with high ionic density from DFNS. A positive dendritic effect was perceived in the chemical

stabilization performance of CO2. DFNS/IL/Ru(II) was appropriately identified by UV-vis spectroscopy,

XPS, SEM, TEM, FT-IR spectroscopy, and TGA. It was discovered that DFNS/IL/Ru(II) has high catalytic

activity for the synthesis of quinoline-2-one through the annulation of ortho-heteroaryl anilines and

CO2. DFNS/IL/Ru (3) could be reutilized ten continuous times with no notable reduction in the catalytic

activity. Notably, the coveted quinoline-2-one was prepared on a multi-gram scale by deploying DFNS/

IL/Ru (3) as a green heterogeneous catalyst. Owing to the attendance of the zwitterionic liquid functional

groups on the exterior layer of the bio-based DFNS/IL/Ru (3) catalyst, DFNS/IL/Ru (3) expressed the

highest catalytic activity. This approach provides highly functional g-amino acids in proper yields with

great selective power. This paper announces the first nanocatalyst for this transformation, comprising

the DFNS-supported Ru N-heterocyclic carbine complex.
Introduction

g-Amino acids are worthwhile composites and used in pharma-
cology with broad biological applications, including antagonists
and agonists of mammalian central nervous system.1,2 Therefore,
considerable efforts have been made to synthesize g-amino
acids,3,4 including Michael addition of carbonyl compounds to
nitroethylenes,5–9 or conjugate addition of nitroalkanes to a,b-
unsaturated carbonyl compounds10,11 to provide g-amino acids.
Lately, Ye et al. announced the g-amination of a,b-unsaturated
acyl chlorides with azodicarboxylates as well as the opening of the
dihydropyridazinone reducing ring to prepare g-amino acids.12,13

However, these synthetic approaches are associated with disad-
vantages such as restricted substrate area, numerous stages, and/
or severe reaction circumstances. It was hypothesized that the
concurrent combination of CO2, a-aminoalkyl, and alkenes
through the dicarbofunctionalization of alkenes is a perfect
pathway for the delivery of g-amino acids.
hiyou University, Xi'an, 710065, China.

abriz 51566, Iran. E-mail: jalalrouhi@
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The visible-light-mediated photoredox catalysis provides an
operational method for achieving open-shell radical species,14–17

resulting in innovative approaches for the performance of
alkenes.18–20 Lately, the photoredox-promoted single-electron
oxidation and subsequent deprotonation of amines to
produce a-aminoalkyl radicals was explained.21–25 Adding a-
aminoalkyl radicals to alkenes led to the production of an alkyl
radical family that endures a single electron drop to form an
electrophile.26–29 It was predicted that the concatenation of CO2

as an electrophile in the reaction blend may lead to the emer-
gence of g-amino acids.

CO2, as a recyclable and nontoxic carbon source, is used in
the synthesis of various compounds.30–36 Among them, the
catalytic carboxylation of unsaturated compounds with CO2 has
received more interest.37–40 However, compared to the broadly
focused hydrocarboxylation of CO2 with alkenes,41–46 the cata-
lytic functional carboxylation of CO2 with alkenes is not widely
reported since it is not easy to perform. Lately, Martin et al.
demonstrated the photocatalytic process under visible light
between carbon dioxide and alkylcarboxylic acid.47–51 Consid-
ering the possibility of these alterations and our continuing
desire for the carboxylation of CO2 with alkenes for the effectual
dicarbofunctionalization reaction, herein, the photoredox-
RSC Adv., 2021, 11, 9933–9941 | 9933
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catalyzed a-aminomethylcarboxylation of alkenes with CO2 and
amines is reported. This durable, common, and practical
method demonstrates an uncommon sample of the redox-
neutral dicarbofunctionalization of alkenes to produce highly
efficient g-amino acids under mild reaction circumstances.

Ru complexes are currently being investigated regarding their
attractive anatomical, biological, catalytic, and electrochemical
characteristics.52–56 These studies include research on ruthenium
complexes possessing diimino tetradentate Schiff bases, such as
salophen and salen ligands.57,58 It has recently been discovered
that several Ru/salen ligands are active catalysts in various chem-
ical alterations.59,60 In particular, Rumacrocyclic complexes, which
are resistant to side demetallation, illustrate reversible electro-
chemistry and prepare an appropriate framework for mechanistic
studies of proton-coupled multielectron transfer reactions.61,62 For
arranging rational conversions catalyzed by Ru/salen compounds,
knowledge of the anatomical and redox properties is required.63

Dendrimers have been extensively analyzed due to their great
fork 3D anatomies, specic dendritic effects, and numerous
circumferential groups.64,65 The immobilization of dendrimer
catalysts on support materials is a new eld that has attracted
the attention of many chemists due to the facile recover-
ability.66–68 ILs have a special place in green chemistry because
of their unique attributes such as light vapor pressure and slight
ignition. The adaptability of the anatomy and characteristics is
a signicant feature of ILs. By adding various functional groups
to anions or cations with various anatomies, it is possible to
modify the physical and chemical characteristics of ILs.
Dendritic ILs (DILs), with a combination of dendrimer and IL
characteristics, have been broadly utilized in catalysis, as
transporters, and in the adsorption of heavy metal cations.69,70

This study reports the production of DFNS-supported
dendritic IL/Ru(II) catalysts DFNS/IL/Ru (1), DFNS/IL/Ru (2),
and DFNS/IL/Ru (3) with high ionic density and various gener-
ations. Results show that the dendritic IL/Ru catalysts DFNS/IL/
Ru (1), DFNS/IL/Ru (2), and DFNS/IL/Ru (3) positively inuence
the efficiency of the a-aminomethylcarboxylation of alkenes
with amines and CO2.
Experimental section
The universal approach to provide DFNS NPs

First, 5.0 g of tetraethyl orthosilicate was dissolved in a blend of
3.0 mL of 1-pentanol and 60 mL of cyclohexane. Then, a blend
of urea (1.2 g), cetylpyridinium bromide (2 g), and H2O (60 mL)
was released into it. The obtained blend was constantly mixed at
room temperature for 45 minutes. Next, it was put in a Teon-
sealed hydrothermal reactor and heated at 130 �C (4 hours).
The generated silica was centrifuged, cleansed with a blend of
acetone and deionized water, and oven-dried. Then, it was
calcined in air at 600 �C for 4 hours.
The universal approach to provide DFNS/APTS NPs

DFNS (3.0 g) was released into a solution of NaOH (50 mL, 0.5
M), and the blend was reuxed for 3 hours to enhance the
hydrophilicity. Then, resulting nanoparticles were cleansed
9934 | RSC Adv., 2021, 11, 9933–9941
several times with H2O to neutralize the pH of the deionized
H2O and then vacuum-dried at 70 �C for 6 hours. Next,
3-aminopropyltrimethoxysilane (APTS) was supported on the
DFNS exterior layer to synthesize amino-modied DFNS/APTS.
Then, the blend of activated DFNS (3 g) and 3-amino-
propyltrimethoxysilane (APTS) (6 mL) in 100 mL ethanol was
mixed at 100 �C for 17 hours. In the last step, DFNS/APTS was
ltered, cleansed twice with water, and dried at 90 �C for 12
hours.

The universal approach to provide DFNS/IL (1)

DFNS/APTS (2.0 g), diisopropylethylamine (DIPEA) (3.0 mL, 16.4
mmol) and cyanuric chloride (CC) (2.0 g) in 50.0 mL of tetra-
hydrofuran were mixed at 30 �C for 10 hours. DFNS/APTS/CC-1
bers were cleansed with ethyl acetate (5 mL � 4) and dried for
10 hours. Then, 3.0 g of DFNS/APTS/CC-1 was combined with 1-
imidazole (3.0 g), tetrahydrofuran (50.0 mL) was released into it,
and the blend was mixed for 20 hours at 70 �C. DFNS/APTS/
imidazole (80 mg) was released into deionized water:EtOH
blend (5 : 5 v/v, 80 mL) containing 1,4-butanesultone (3.0 g),
and the reaction was performed for 2.5 hours at r.t. Upon
separating the solvent, the nal blend was ltered. Then, the
ltrate was vacuum-dried at 50 �C.

The universal approach to provide DFNS/IL (2) and DFNS/IL
(3)

DFNS/APTS/CC-1 (2.0 g), ethylenediamine (3.5 mL), tetrahy-
drofuran (50.0 mL), and N,N-diisopropylethylamine (9.0 mL)
were combined. The blend was mixed at 90 �C for 20 hours. The
obtained product was ltered, cleansed with ethyl acetate
(15 mL � 4), and vacuum-dried at 60 �C for 10 hours. The ob-
tained nanoparticles (2.0 g), DIPEA (9.0 mL), cyanuric chloride
(CC) (5.0 g), and tetrahydrofuran (50mL) were mixed at 30 �C for
10 hours. In the next step, DFNS/APTS/CC-2 was easily ltered,
DFNS/APTS/CC-2 was cleansed with ethyl acetate (15 mL � 4),
and vacuum-dried for 10 hours. Then, 2.0 g of DFNS/APTS/CC-2
was suspended in tetrahydrofuran (50 mL), imidazole (3.0 g)
and diisopropylethylamine (17.0 mL) were released into it, and
the blend was mixed for 20 hours at 100 �C. Then, it was
cleansed with ethyl acetate (15 mL � 4) and vacuum-dried at
50 �C for 10 hours. DFNS/APTS/imidazole (3) was synthesized by
the same method as above. DFNS/APTS/imidazole (2) or DFNS/
APTS/imidazole (3) (110 mg) was released into H2O : EtOH
mixture (1 : 1 v/v, 50 mL) containing 1,4-butanesultone (3.0 g),
and the reaction was performed at r.t. for 3 hours. Upon sepa-
rating the solvent, the nal blend was ltered. Then, the ltrate
was vacuum-dried at 50 �C.

The universal approach to provide DFNS/IL/Ru(II)

The ruthenium(II) dimer [{RuCl(m-Cl)(h6-p-cymene)}2] (0.15 g)
was released into a blend of DFNS/IL (0.25 g) in 25 mL of
ethanol and then mixed for 5 hours at r.t. Next, the ethanol was
removed under decreased pressure and the remnant was
cleansed rst with Et2O, then with CH2Cl2 : Et2O (4 : 1 v/v), and
nally with diethylether : acetone (1 : 1 v/v) to give an orange
solid.
© 2021 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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Scheme 1 Synthesis of DFNS/IL/Ru (1), DFNS/IL/Ru (2), and DFNS/IL/
Ru (3).

© 2021 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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Photocatalytic reactions

DFNS/IL/Ru(II) was cleansed with dimethylformamide to elimi-
nate the unreacted ligands and metal salts and then soaked in
MeCN for 5 hours. Then, the specimens were puried and
evaporated with CO2. DFNS/IL/Ru(II) (25.0 mg) was released into
a blend of TEOA/CH3CN (v/v ¼ 20/1, 40 mL) which has been
degassed with CO2 for 5 hours. Catalytic reactions were per-
formed under a CO2 gas at atmospheric pressure, excluding the
control experiment under nitrogen. A 22 W compact uorescent
lamp (CFL) was used to irradiate the reaction. The light and the
bottle were 10 cm apart. Twenty milliliters of DFNS/IL/Ru(II)
(25 mg) was released into a Schlenk tube with a magnetic stir
bar. The tube was emptied and lled with CO2 thrice. Then,
anhydrous DMSO (1 mL), methyl 4-vinylbenzoate (15 mg), and
N,N-dimethylaniline (70 mg) were released into the tube under
a positive CO2 environment. The reaction tube was sealed and
mixed at r.t. under a 22 W compact uorescent lamp (CFL) for
24 hours. When the reaction was over, it was watchfully extin-
guished with 2MHCl. The blend was drawn out with EtOAc (4�
5 mL). The composite organic layers were dried over anhydrous
Na2SO4. Then, ether : methanol (1 : 1) (1.0 mL) and TMSCHN2

(200 mL, 1 M in hexane) were released into the reaction blend
and stirred at 0 �C for 30 minutes. Upon esterication, the
efficiency was distinguished by GCmethod utilizing n-dodecane
(20 mL) as an internal standard.

2-(4-(Methoxycarbonyl)phenyl)-4-(methyl(phenyl)amino)
butanoic acid: colorless oil, 1H NMR (CDCl3, 600 MHz) d 7.99 (d,
J ¼ 8.0 Hz, 2H), 7.36 (d, J ¼ 7.9 Hz, 2H), 7.21 (t, J ¼ 7.8 Hz, 2H),
6.68 (t, J¼ 7.2 Hz, 1H), 6.60 (d, J ¼ 8.1 Hz, 2H), 3.93 (s, 3H), 3.69
(s, 1H), 3.28 (m, 1H), 3.25–3.15 (m, 1H), 2.82 (s, 3H), 2.38 (m,
1H), 2.14–1.94 (m, 1H); 13C NMR (CDCl3, 600 MHz) d 178.46,
166.92, 149.07, 143.19, 130.24, 129.71, 129.37, 128.29, 117.13,
112.95, 52.30, 50.90, 49.24, 38.71, 29.93.
Results and discussion

In this study, a set of new DFNS-supported dendritic zwitter-
ionic IL/Ru heterogeneous catalysts with high-density active
sites DFNS/IL/Ru (1), DFNS/IL/Ru (2), and DFNS/IL/Ru (3) from
DFNS were provided and deployed as highly effective and
reusable heterogeneous catalysts for the a-amino-
methylcarboxylation of alkene with CO2 and amines (Scheme 1).
This sustainable, common, and functional approach illustrates
an unusual example of the redox-neutral dicarbofunctionaliza-
tion of alkenes for the synthesis of highly efficient important g-
amino acids under mild reaction conditions (Scheme 2).

The morphology and anatomy of the DFNS and DFNS/IL/Ru
NPs were identied by TEM and SEM. Fig. 1a and e illustrate the
TEM and SEM images of highly textured spherical DFNS spec-
imens with a diameter of �300 nm and corrugated radial
anatomy. As the pictures illustrate, the corrugated bers
(�10 nm) protrude from the core of the spheres and are orga-
nized radially in 3 dimensions. The overlap of the corrugated
radial anatomy creates open conical holes. The SEM picture
illustrates the solidity of the sphere and its brous structure.
Moreover, the radial anatomy and bers facilitate the transport
RSC Adv., 2021, 11, 9933–9941 | 9935
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Scheme 2 Synthesis of g-amino acid from CO2 in the attendance of
DFNS/IL/Ru NPs.

Fig. 1 SEM pictures of dendritic fibrous nanosilica (DFNS) (a); DFNS/IL/
Ru (1) NPs (b); DFNS/IL/Ru (2) NPs (c); DFNS/IL/Ru (3) NPs (d); and TEM
pictures of dendritic fibrous nanosilica (DFNS) (e); DFNS/IL/Ru (1) NPs
(f); DFNS/IL/Ru (2) NPs (g); DFNS/IL/Ru (3) NPs (h).

Fig. 2 TGA of DFNS/IL/Ru (1), DFNS/IL/Ru (2), and DFNS/IL/Ru (3).
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of chemicals and improve the access to active sites. According to
the TEM and SEM pictures, the morphology of DFNS does not
change aer rectication (Fig. 1b–d and f–h).

The decomposition manner of the DFNS bers and dendritic
IL/Ru(II) catalysts DFNS/IL/Ru (1), DFNS/IL/Ru (2), and DFNS/IL/
Ru (3) were compared to perceive the inuences of the graed
9936 | RSC Adv., 2021, 11, 9933–9941
dendritic IL molecules. Fig. 2 illustrates the thermogravimetric
analysis (TGA) of DFNS/IL/Ru (1), DFNS/IL/Ru (2), and DFNS/IL/
Ru (3). As can be seen, the specimens show the same thermal
stability. The TGA curves experience two trends of weight
reduction. The initial trend (28–120 �C) shows a low weight
reduction of 5.0% that is ascribed to the vaporization of the
absorbed water by specimens. The second trend (300–500 �C)
shows a signicant weight reduction of around 40–50%, which
may occurr due to the degradation of lignin.

FT-IR spectroscopy was used to identify the changes in the
exterior layer of the synthesized DFNS/IL/Ru (3) (Fig. 3). The
bands at 1631, 1106, and 803 cm�1 in the FT-IR spectrum of
both DFNS and DFNS/IL/Ru (3) correspond to the tensile state of
the water absorbed on the solid exterior layer, Si–O–Si vibra-
tions, and Si–OH, respectively (Fig. 3a).71 In comparison with
the FT-IR spectrum of luffa sponge (Fig. 3a), several novel
absorption peaks are revealed at 1691, 1047, and 852 cm�1

(Fig. 3b), which appertain to the tensile vibration of Si–O bond
and the exural vibrations of C]N bond on the exterior layer of
DFNS/IL. Furthermore, the wide peak at 1042 cm�1 appertains
to S]O tensile vibrations in the sulphonate functional groups.
Bands at 1497 cm�1 are related to N–H bending vibrations in
Fig. 3 FTIR spectra of DFNS (a) and DFNS/IL/Ru (3) (b).

© 2021 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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Fig. 4 UV-vis spectra of DFNS/IL/Ru (3) NPs.
Fig. 6 Adsorption–desorption isotherms of (a) DFNS/IL/Ru (1), (b)
DFNS/IL/Ru (2), and (c) DFNS/IL/Ru (3).

Table 1 Anatomical indicators of DFNS, DFNS/IL/Ru (1), DFNS/IL/Ru
(2), and DFNS/IL/Ru (3) materials specified from nitrogen sorption
experiments

Catalysts SBET (m2 g�1) Vt (cm
3 g�1) DBJH (nm)

DFNS 439 1.49 14.78
DFNS/IL/Ru (1) 257 1.09 11.61
DFNS/IL/Ru (2) 243 1.01 11.38
DFNS/IL/Ru (3) 211 0.92 11.09

Paper RSC Advances

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 0

9 
M

ar
ch

 2
02

1.
 D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
on

 3
/1

2/
20

26
 4

:1
0:

48
 P

M
. 

 T
hi

s 
ar

tic
le

 is
 li

ce
ns

ed
 u

nd
er

 a
 C

re
at

iv
e 

C
om

m
on

s 
A

ttr
ib

ut
io

n-
N

on
C

om
m

er
ci

al
 3

.0
 U

np
or

te
d 

L
ic

en
ce

.
View Article Online
the ammonium groups. The ndings showed that IL was
immobilized on DFNS NPs with success.72

The UV/vis spectra of the Ru(II) complex are shown in Fig. 4.
The spectra of the supported Ru(II) illustrate properties alike the
neat compound. The bands at 210 nm and 325 nm can be
ascribed to the ligand charge transmission. The existence of the
band at 475 nm is because of the ligand-to-metal charge
transmission of the ruthenium complex. In the immobilization
of ruthenium(II), all the bands existed in its spectra. The UV-vis
spectra proved the immobilization of ruthenium compound on
DFNS.73

XPS was utilized for examining the chemical parts on the
DFNS/IL/Ru (3) NPs level. Fig. 5 depicts an XPS design for the
assembled catalyst. Peaks of Ru, O, Cl, N, C, Si, and S are
perceived and the attendance of N (1s) conrms that DFNS is
functionalized by the imidazolium. Furthermore, the atten-
dance of S, which is indicated with a sharp peak, illustrates the
presence of sulfonate moiety in the catalyst. Furthermore, the
XPS scheme of Ru 3p represents a doublet indicative of the
metallic complex.
Fig. 5 XPS spectra of DFNS/IL/Ru (3).

© 2021 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
The N2 adsorption–desorption isotherms of DFNS/IL/Ru (1),
DFNS/IL/Ru (2), and DFNS/IL/Ru (3) illustrate the characteristic
type IV curve that is in accordance with the previous studies on
standard brous silica spheres (Fig. 6). For DFNS/IL/Ru (1),
DFNS/IL/Ru (2), and DFNS/IL/Ru (3), the BET exterior layer areas
were 257, 243, and 211 m2 g�1; pore diameters were 11.61, 11.38,
and 11.09 nm; and pore volumes were 1.09, 1.01, and 0.92 cm3

g�1, respectively. Besides, the nitrogen sorption analysis of DFNS/
IL/Ru proved an even and unvaried structure with a reduction in
the exterior layer area, pore diameter, and pore volume,
compared to pristine DFNS. Functionalization by X–Si (X¼ IL/Ru
(1), IL/Ru (2), and IL/Ru (3)) reduced the corresponding pore
volume. This might be due to overloading with the excavator that
engrosses a vast volume in silica elds (Table 1).

We tested the catalytic activity of the different generations of
IL/Ru catalysts DFNS/IL/Ru (1), DFNS/IL/Ru (2), and DFNS/IL/Ru
Table 2 Synthesis of g-amino acids on dendritic IL/Ru catalysts DFNS/
IL/Ru (1), DFNS/IL/Ru (2), and DFNS/IL/Ru (3)

Entry Catalyst Visible light (W) Time (h) Cat. (mg) Yielda (%)

1 DFNS/IL/Ru (1) 32 7 50 85
2 DFNS/IL/Ru (2) 32 7 50 89
3 DFNS/IL/Ru (3) 32 7 50 97
4 DFNS/IL/Ru (3) 32 7 25 97

a Isolated yields.

RSC Adv., 2021, 11, 9933–9941 | 9937
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Fig. 7 Effects of the light source on the reaction process in the
presence of DFNS/IL/Ru (3). Fig. 9 The amount of g-amino acids generated at different times of

irradiation under various circumstances.
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(3) by the carbocarboxylation of styrenes employing CO2 and
amines (Table 2). As shown in Table 2, we rst employed carbon
dioxide (1.0 MPa) in the presence of IL/Ru catalyst DFNS/IL/Ru
(1), DFNS/IL/Ru (2), and DFNS/IL/Ru (3) (50 mg). Product yields
of 85–97% were obtained by DFNS/IL/Ru (1), DFNS/IL/Ru (2),
and DFNS/IL/Ru (3) (50 mg) aer 7 hours using TEOA as co-
catalyst. According to the results, enhancing IL/Ru improved
the catalytic activity. Moreover, a positive dendritic inuence on
the efficiency of the a-aminomethylcarboxylation of alkenes
with amines and CO2 was perceived. Besides, by reducing the
amount of the catalyst from 50 mg to 25 mg, the product yield
was increased to 97% due to the high catalytic activity of DFNS/
IL/Ru (3). Regarding the better performance of the ionic liquid,
it was selected as a catalyst in this study, and further research
was done on it.

There are various parameters such as light with various
intensities to gure out the effects on the product constitution.
The catalyst was screened at different intensities of light with
other constant indicators to achieve the corresponding effi-
ciencies of 6%, 28%, 89%, 97%, and 97% (Fig. 7). The genera-
tion of g-amino acids was enhanced from 8–22W and remained
stable at 22 W. The deployment of higher CFL watts (32 W) had
no signicant inuence on the efficiency or reaction time.
Fig. 8 The effect of DFNS/IL/Ru (3) quantity.

9938 | RSC Adv., 2021, 11, 9933–9941
The quantity of the catalyst had a critical inuence on the
carbocarboxylation of styrenes employing CO2 and amines
since the reaction did not occur in the absence of the catalyst. It
was perceived that the production of g-amino acids began with
at least 5 mg of DFNS/IL/Ru (3) as catalyst under optimal reac-
tion circumstances, with an efficiency of 11.25 mg catalyst
showing the highest efficiency (97%) for formate, and further
enhancement in catalyst quantity showed no improvement in
product formation (Fig. 8).

Furthermore, a set of comparative investigations were done.
The reaction was identied as photocatalytic since under dark
condition no g-amino acid was produced. In the absence of
DFNS/IL/Ru (3) NPs or TEOA, the reaction did not illustrate any
g-amino acid formation under visible light irradiation. With the
aim of investigating the source of the generated g-amino acids,
we employed N2 instead of CO2 for the processing of the DFNS/
IL/Ru (3) NPs and the soluble system. There was merely a trace
of g-amino acids under 5 hours of irradiation with DFNS/IL/Ru
(3) NPs as the photocatalyst, which showed that the generated g-
amino acids were obtained from CO2 and not from the
decomposition of ligands (Fig. 9).

For a deeper evaluation of the efficiency of the catalyst,
various control experiments were conducted and the results are
shown in Table 3. The reaction performed deploying DFNS
showed that no amount of g-amino acids was formed aer 5
Table 3 Influence of different catalysts in the synthesis of g-amino
acidsa

Entry Catalyst Yieldb (%)

1 DFNS —
2 DFNS/IL (3) —
3 DFNS/IL/Ru (3) 97
4 IL/Ru (3) 98

a Reaction conditions: methyl 4-vinylbenzoate (15 mg), N,N-
dimethylaniline (70 mg), CO2 atmosphere, catalyst NPs (10 mg) at
22 W for 5 h. b Isolated yield.

© 2021 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d0ra10729h


Fig. 10 Recyclability of the catalyst.
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hours (Table 3, row 1). Moreover, no reaction was perceived
when DFNS/IL (3) was employed as the catalyst (Table 3, row 2).
IL was not able to show good catalytic activity in standard
reactions. We compared the results with many other similar
catalysts. Due to the unfavorable results, we continued research
to increase the efficiency by adding Ru(II) (Table 3, row 3). Our
results showed that the reaction cycle is primarily catalyzed
using Ru(II) complexes in the DFNS/IL (3) nanostructure. The
nanoparticles increase the activity of the catalyst due to the
increase in surface area to volume, so they signicantly increase
the sensitivity between the reactants and the catalyst and act as
homogeneous catalysts (Table 3, rows 3 and 4).

Based on previous research,74 an acceptable mechanism is
presented and shown in Scheme 3. Photo-excited DFNS/IL/Ru is
reductively quenched by aniline leading to (A) and a radical
cation intermediate (1), which then deprotonates and gives out
a-aminoalkyl radical (2) in the presence of a base. The carbon
radical B undergoes addition to the C]C bond of styrene (B) to
selectively generate the g-amino benzylic radical (3). Further,
the nucleophilic addition to CO2 and protonation complete this
reaction and yield the expected g-amino acids.

The recyclability of a catalyst is considered as an important
characteristic in green chemistry. Therefore, the recyclability of
the NPs of DFNS/IL/Ru (3) was optimally examined for the car-
bocarboxylation of styrenes employing CO2 and amines. Upon
completion, the solid NPs of DFNS/IL/Ru (3) were easily
removed from the liquid reaction area in seconds. Aer clean-
ing the solvent, the catalyst could be recycled immediately.
Fig. 10 illustrates the reuse of the catalyst ten times in a row.
The efficiency of the product in the tenth run was 97%, which
shows merely a 4% reduction (93%).

Besides, a comprehensive study was conducted on the
heterogeneous essence of the catalyst. First, the hot ltration
test for generating g-amino acids was done under superior
circumstances, and it showed that the catalyst was eliminated at
a yield of 43% (about 2.5 hours). Aer the removal of the
Scheme 3 The proposed reaction mechanism.

© 2021 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
heterogeneous catalyst, it was found that the free catalyst resi-
dues were relatively active, and a conversion of 74% was ach-
ieved aer ten hours of cyclic carbonate production. This
showed the heterogeneity of the catalyst during the reaction,
with partial leaching. Subsequently, a mercury-poisoning test
was done to prove the heterogeneity of the catalyst.

Mercury(0) signicantly impoverished the metal catalyst on
the active exterior layer, calming the activity of the catalyst. This
investigation illustrated the heterogeneity of the catalyst. This
examination was done on the mentioned model of reaction at
optimal circumstances. About 300 molar mercury was added to
the reaction composition aer 2.5 hours. Aer 5 hours, no
conversion was observed from the poisoned catalyst. Fig. 11
illustrates a kinetic design of the reaction at the attendance of
Hg(0). The negative ndings of the tests indicated that the
catalyst is heterogeneous and no signicant ruthenium leach-
ing happened during cyclic carbonate formation.

The SEM and TEM picture analyses illustrated the more
brous nanoparticles of DFNS/IL/Ru (3) than ever before.
Fig. 12a and b show the SEM and TEM pictures of the brous
nanoparticles of DFNS/IL/Ru (3) that were reused ten times. The
Fig. 11 Reaction kinetics, Hg(0) poisoning, and hot filtration studies for
synthesis of g-amino acids.

RSC Adv., 2021, 11, 9933–9941 | 9939
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Fig. 12 (a) FE-SEM and (b) TEM pictures of the recycled DFNS/IL/Ru (3)
NPs after the 10th run for the synthesis of quinoline-2-one.

Fig. 13 TGA of the reused DFNS/IL/Ru (3) catalyst after 10 times of
recycling (a) and that of the fresh DFNS/IL/Ru (3) catalyst (b).
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catalyst preserved its brous anatomy aer being used 10 times.
A similar anatomy was perceived for fresh brous nanoparticles
of DFNS/IL/Ru (3) and DFNS/IL/Ru (3) aer 10 times of recy-
cling. Furthermore, the thermal stability of the recycled DFNS/
IL/Ru (3) catalyst aer ten times of recycling was weaker than
that of the fresh catalyst. This may happen due to the disap-
pearance of IL in DFNS during the course of recycling (Fig. 13).
The operation was not inuenced at 100 �C.
Conclusions

For the rst time, this study reports the production of DFNS-
supported dendritic IL/Ru(II) catalysts DFNS/IL/Ru (1), DFNS/
IL/Ru (2), and DFNS/IL/Ru (3) with high ionic density and
various generations. Results showed that the dendritic IL/Ru
catalysts DFNS/IL/Ru (1), DFNS/IL/Ru (2), and DFNS/IL/Ru (3)
positively inuence the efficiency of the a-amino-
methylcarboxylation of alkenes with amines and CO2. DFNS/IL/
Ru (3) was the optimal system with superb catalytic activity for
the chemical stabilization of CO2 in quinoline-2-one. DFNS/IL/
Ru (3) could be reused to up to ten continuous runs without
any signicant reduction in catalytic activity. Compared to the
reported heterogeneous catalysts, DFNS/IL/Ru(II) signaled
a number of advantages, including inexpensiveness, recyclable
essence, facile production, and high catalytic power to x CO2
9940 | RSC Adv., 2021, 11, 9933–9941
reaction. These properties make it a suitable candidate for
industrial operations.
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