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The ionic-complementary self-assembling peptides discovered by Zhang Shuguang have solution-to-gel

(sol–gel) transition capacity and one such peptide RADA16 has been commercialized into hemostatic

agents. However, their sol–gel transition ability was not obvious because the peptide aqueous solution

with a concentration greater than 1% w/v appeared to be thick and viscous. The current report describes

PP-type self-assembling peptides. In addition to the ionic-complementary sequence, they have prolines

at both ends of the sequence. This feature has led to better solubility, lower viscosity of the peptide

solution, and simplified synthesis and purification processes while maintaining the great gelling

performance of the ionic-complementary peptides. The PP-type peptides self-assembled into a well-

organized nanofiber scaffold as shown by TEM. Among the PP-type peptides, the PRVDP9 sequence

peptide was tested as a hemostatic agent and a mucosal elevating agent. The results were comparable

to the classic RADA16. The PP-type self-assembling peptides have superior sol–gel transition ability.

Therefore, it is predicted that they will be more suitable to be transported through catheters or

endoscopes and have higher commercialization potential as compared with the classic self-assembling

peptide sequences.
1. Introduction

The design of biomaterials mimicking the natural extracellular
matrix (ECM) is greatly desired in biomaterial science to create
suitable scaffolds for cell inltration, proliferation, and tissue
repair. The ionic-complementary self-assembling peptides are
great ECM mimicking materials that have sol–gel transition
capability.1 They are completely composed of biologically
natural component amino acids and are capable of self-
assembling into supramolecular architectures from a solution
phase to a solid phase. The self-assembly is accelerated by milli-
molar salt concentration under physiological pH conditions,2,3

such as Na+ or K+, so the self-assembling peptide solution turns
into a gel when it is exposed to physiological body uids,
including blood.4–6 One such well-characterized peptide is
RADA16, i.e., AC-RADARADARADARADA-NH2. A series of
commercial products was designed using this sequence
prepared at 2.5% w/v in pure water; for example, PuraStat® is
used to stop bleeding during surgical operations including
digestive tract operations,7,8 PuraDerm Gel® is used for wound
care, and PuraSinus® prevents bleeding and adhesions during
ad, Jinan, 250101, China. E-mail: shang.
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sinus surgery. The ionic-complementary self-assembling
peptide was rstly discovered by Zhang Shuguang in the yeast
protein zuotin in 1993.9,10 The sequence typically comprises
alternating positively charged, hydrophobic, and negatively
charged amino acids.11 The peptides form a checkerboard-like
stable structure through ionic complementary forces,2,3 then
assemble into a typical ß-sheet structure and nally become
a nanober network hydrogel under triggering conditions such
as contact with electrolytes or a change in the osmotic
pressure.12–14

Numerous studies have been performed on self-assembling
peptides. The application of self-assembling peptide solution
has prevented liver hemorrhage and promoted liver tissue
regeneration,15 prevented bleeding at the vascular graing
site,16 reduced blood loss in the kidney surgery,6,17,18 prevented
bleeding of the digestive tract in the endoscopic submucosal
dissection (ESD), endoscopic mucosal resection (EMR) surgery
and in the management of gastrointestinal bleeding.19,20 It
achieved rapid healing of the mucosa21,22 and achieved hemo-
stasis and accelerated osteosis as compared with bone wax.23

Self-assembled peptides were also researched as drug-releasing
vehicles and cellular scaffolds.24,25 They were used to regenerate
liver,26,27 neurons,28,29 cartilage,30–33 and for angiogenesis.34,35 In
addition, self-assembling peptides have been applied in the
joint cavity for lubrication and the prevention of tissue
adhesion.36
© 2021 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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Table 1 Peptide samples for rheological property testing

Sequence ID Sequence Concentrations

RADA16 AC-RADARADARADARADA-NH2 1%, 2%, 2.5%
RADA12 AC-RADARADARADA-NH2 1%, 2%
RADA8 AC-RADARADA-NH2 1%, 2%
RVDV8 AC-RVDVRVDV-NH2 1%, 2%
VRVDV9 AC-VRVDVRVDV-NH2 1%, 2%
PRVD9 AC-PRVDVRVDV-NH2 1%, 2%, 3%, 4%
PRVDP9 AC-PRVDVRVDP-NH2 1%, 2%
PRVD17 AC-PRVRVRVDPRVDVRVDP-NH2 1%, 2%
RVDP8 AC-RVDVRVDP-NH2 1%, 2%
PKVEP9 AC-PKVEVRVDP-NH2 1%, 2%, 3%, 4%
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The application potential of the self-assembling peptides is
huge.37 However, currently, there are very few commercialized
products due to the high dose and high cost in some application
scenarios. To successfully design a self-assembling peptide
commercial product, various aspects need to be considered,
including solubility, storage conditions, production, purica-
tion yield, and viscosity. The sol–gel transition ability of the
classic RADA16 peptide was not that obvious and the peptide
aqueous solution with a concentration greater than 1% w/v
appeared to be thick and viscous.

The current report describes PP-type self-assembling
peptides. Compared with the commercialized RADA16
peptide, the novel peptides have proline amino acids at both N-
and C-ends, in addition to the ionic complementary sequence
(Table 4), and have the features of high solubility, low solution
viscosity, low manufacturing cost, and low purication cost.
Among the PP-type peptides, the PRVDP9 sequence peptide, AC-
PRVDVRVDP-NH2, was tested as a hemostatic agent and
a mucosal elevating agent. The results were comparable to the
classic RADA16. PP-type self-assembling peptides have superior
sol–gel transition ability as compared to RADA16, which in this
article specically means that the PP-type self-assembling
peptides have better owability before gel formation and
equivalent gel strength aer gel formation. Therefore, it is
predicted that they will be more suitable to be transported
through catheters or endoscopes and have higher commer-
cialization potential, especially for interventional therapies and
endoscopic therapies.

2. Experimental section
2.1. Peptide synthesis and purication

The peptides in this report were synthesized using the uo-
renylmethoxycarbonyl protecting group (FMOC) solid-phase
synthesis and puried by HPLC.38,39 The peptides were then
lyophilized, having a purity of more than 95%. Aer identi-
cation by TOF-MS, they were used for subsequent experiments.

2.2. Circular dichroism (CD) spectra

The PRVDP9 peptides were prepared in MILLI-Q water with
concentrations of 5 mM, 10 mM, 20 mM, 50 mM, 100 mM, 200 mM,
ltered and tested with a CD (MOS-500 Spectrometer). The
average residue molar ellipticity [q] was used to estimate the
secondary structure of the peptides. The formula used for the
calculation was [q] ¼ q/10lcMn (where q is the measured value
minus the blank, l is the optical path length of the cuvette with
a unit of cm, cM is the concentration with a unit of mol L�1 and
n is the number of amino acid residues). The [q] value was used
to plot against the wavelength.

2.3. Preparation of peptide hydrogel

Here 1%, 2%, and 3% w/v PRVDP9 solutions were prepared in
pure water in a vial. 10� PBS was calculated and added so that
the nal concentration of PBS in the system does not exceed 1�.
This was allowed to stand for 10 seconds and the vial was turned
upside down.
© 2021 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
2.4. Transmission electron microscope (TEM)

The PRVDP9 solution prepared in pure water with a concentra-
tion of 6 mg ml�1 was added to 10� PBS to make the PBS
concentration in the system not exceed 1�. The resulting
peptide hydrogel was dropped on the copper mesh. The exces-
sive hydrogel was removed with a lter paper. The hydrogel was
stained with 1% phosphotungstic acid for 15 seconds, then air-
dried. The images were taken with a TEM (JEOL JEM).
2.5. Rheological properties

To measure the storage modulus of the peptide gel, the
following experiments were performed. Peptide solutions were
prepared as described in Table 1. Here, 10� PBS was calculated
and added to make the PBS concentration in the system not
exceed 1�. No less than 2ml of hydrogel was added slowly to the
center of the rheometer plate (Kinexus Ultra+). The gap was 450
mm between the plates. The sample was kept at 37 �C for 5
minutes under a shear stress of 1 Pa. Frequency sweeps ranging
from 0.1 Hz to 10 Hz were performed. The storage modulus was
recorded at a frequency of 1 Hz.

To measure the viscosity, peptide solutions were prepared as
described in Tables 2 and 4. Here, 2 ml of peptide solution was
added slowly to the center of the rheometer plate (RS.SST
Brookeld). The gap between the plates was 1 mm. Shear rates
ranging from 1 to 1000 s�1 were performed.
2.6. Liver hemostasis

The rabbit (New Zealand white male rabbits, 2–4 kg, Xilingjiao
Animal Breeding Center, Jinan, China) liver hemorrhaging
model was used to evaluate the in vivo hemostatic ability of
peptides. All animal procedures and animal care were per-
formed in accordance with the Shandong Laboratory Animal
Regulations. All animal procedures were approved by the
Animal Welfare and Ethics Committee of Success Bio-Tech Co.
Ltd.

The peptide PRVDP9 was prepared at a concentration of 3%
w/v or 4% w/v in water. RADA16 was prepared at 2.5% w/v. The
rabbits were anesthetized by the intravenous administration of
2% w/v pentobarbital sodium. The abdominal cavity was
opened to expose the liver. Incisions were made 1 cm long and
3 mm deep using a scalpel. The blood was gently removed with
Nanoscale Adv., 2021, 3, 6056–6062 | 6057
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Table 2 Viscosity of the self-assembled peptides with different
sequencesa

Sequence ID Concentration (w/v) Viscosity (Pa s)

RVDV8 1% 457.64 � 20.86***
2% 1684.31 � 43.27***

VRVDV9 1% 625.6 � 40.25***
2% 2048.28 � 204.5**

PRVDP9 3% Under the detection limit
4% Under the detection limit

PKVEP9 3% Under the detection limit
4% Under the detection limit

PRVD9 1% 658.25 � 26.4***
2% 1546.21 � 49.5***

PRVD17 1% 1254.18 � 31.25***
2% 3576.76 � 86.14***

RADA16 1% 955.17 � 46.7
2% 1817.96 � 57.6
2.5% 2514.57 � 68.1

a Data represent mean � SD and n ¼ 3 for each group. **P < 0.01,
***P < 0.001. One-way ANOVA with Tukey's post hoc test was used for
the calculation. Data in the RADA16 group were used as the control
for comparison.
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gauze. The peptide solution was immediately applied at the
wound site with a syringe. The bleeding time was recorded.
2.7. Mucosal elevation

The rabbits were anesthetized by the intravenous administra-
tion of 2% w/v pentobarbital sodium, then laparotomized by
median incision. An incision was made in the stomach to
expose the gastric mucosa. Either 0.5 ml of 1% w/v PRVDP9
peptide solution, saline, or 10 mg ml�1 of sodium hyaluronate
Fig. 1 Storage modulus of self-assembling peptides with different
sequences. (A) The longer RADA repeats resulted in the higher storage
modulus of the peptide gel. (B) The storage modulus of RVDV8
VRVDV9 containing Val instead of Ala. The storage modulus value of
RVDV8 is higher than RADA8 (A) which contains the same number of
repeats. (C) The storage modulus of the peptide gel was related to the
position of Pro within the sequences. (D) PRVDP9 can be prepared
with a high concentration to increase the resulting gel strength
because of its high solubility.

6058 | Nanoscale Adv., 2021, 3, 6056–6062
(Fruida, Jinan, China) was injected into the gastric submucosal
layer with a syringe and a 25 G needle. For the colon mucosal
elevation, an incision was made to expose the colon mucosa.
Either 0.5 ml of 1% w/v PRVDP9 peptide solution, saline, or
10 mg ml�1 of sodium hyaluronate (Fruida, Jinan, China) was
injected into the colon submucosal layer with a syringe and a 25
G needle. Aer 30 min of surveillance, the animals were sacri-
ced. The tissue samples were prepared by xation with 4% v/v
formaldehyde for 2 days, embedded with paraffin, sliced, and
processed with hematoxylin–eosin (HE) staining.
3. Results
3.1. The screening of self-assembling peptides with better
solubility and a shorter sequence

The formation of the self-assembling peptide gel and its
mechanical properties are inuenced by several factors,
including the amino acid sequence, the level of hydrophobicity,
and the length of the peptides.1 The formation of the self-
assembling peptide gel was oen measured by the storage
modulus of the resulting gel. The classic ionic-complementary
self-assembling peptide RADA16 sequence consists of 16
amino acids. The shorter the peptide sequence, the lower the
R&D and production cost will be. However, if the length of RADA
repeats was reduced, the gel-forming capacity and the
Fig. 2 Peptide synthesis and purification. HPLC analysis of the crude
peptide with the following sequence IDs: RVDV8 (A), VRVDV9 (B),
PRVDP9 (C), RADA16 (D), synthesized by the Fmoc solid-phase
synthesis method. The graphs are representative data.

© 2021 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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Table 3 The purity and yield of self-assembling peptides with different
sequences

Sequence ID Purity
Yield of crude
peptide

RVDV8 82.74% 40.38%
VRVDV9 69.75% 31.57%
PRVDP9 97.68% 69.12%
RADA16 80.20% 49.56%
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mechanical properties of the resulting gel would decrease, as
indicated by the storage modulus of the peptide gel (Fig. 1A).
Not surprisingly, RADA8 did not show any self-assembling
compacity. To reduce the production cost, we tried to use Val
to replace Ala in the classic sequence of RADA because theo-
retically using more hydrophobic amino acids within the
sequence can increase the mechanical properties of the peptide
gel.40,41 RVDV8 and VRVDV9 showed great gel-forming capacity;
the storage moduli of the resulting gels were similar or even
higher than RADA16 at the same peptide concentration (Fig. 1A
and B). The viscosity of the RVDV8 or VRVDV9 solution
prepared in pure water was comparable to the RADA16 solution
(Table 2). They were all considerably viscous at more than 1%w/
v. The solubilities of RVDV8, VRVDV9, and RADA16 in pure
water were less than 3% w/v at room temperature. The low
solubility led to difficulty in the production and purication.
The resulting crude peptides generated from the solid-phase
synthesis of the RVDV8, RVDV8 and RADA16 purities of
82.74% w/v, 69.75% w/v, and 80.20% w/v respectively, as shown
by HPLC analysis (Fig. 2A, B, and D). Because of their low
solubility at room temperature, the yields of VRVDV9 and
RVDV8 aer the purication process were 31.57% w/v and
40.38% w/v, respectively (Table 3). Although VRVDV9 and
RVDV8 had shorter sequences, their production costs and yields
were not suitable due to their low solubility in pure water.

It has been reported the pyrrole ring of the side chain of Pro is
conducive to the formation of the secondary structure of random
coils, which was further considered to increase the solubility of
the peptide and prevent the entanglement between the peptide
Table 4 The sol–gel performance of PP-type self-assembling peptidesa

Sequence Conc. (w/v) Soluble

AC-PRVDVRVDP-amide (PRVDP9) 1% Yes
2% Yes

AC-PKVEVKVEP-amide (PKVEP9) 1% Yes
2% Yes

AC-PRIDIRIDP-amide (PRIDP9) 1% Yes
2% Yes

AC-PKIEIKIEP-amide (PKIEP9) 0.5% Yes
1% Yes

AC-PKLDLKLDP-amide (PKLDP9) 1% Yes
2% Yes

Ac-PRVEVRVEP-amide (PRVEP9) 0.5% No
1% No

a Data represent mean � SD and n ¼ 3 for each group. ***P < 0.001. Two

© 2021 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
chains.42 “PP-type” peptides were designed. In addition to the
classic ionic-complementary sequence, they have an additional
Pro at both N- and C-ends of the sequence. We also tested the
ionic-complementary peptide with only one additional Pro at
either the N- or C-end. PRVDP9 showed superior solubility as
compared with PRVD9, although both have gel-forming capacity
(Fig. 1C, Table 2). The viscosity of the PRVDP9 peptide solution
was similar to that of the water solvent, even at 4% w/v (Table 2).
The crude peptide purity and the purication yield were
reasonably high, up to 97.68% w/v (Fig. 2C, Table 3). The PP-type
peptides showed great commercialization potential.

Next, we screened the PP-type peptides with different
sequences as shown in Table 4, the results showed that only
PRVDP9 and PKVEP9 had good gel-forming capacities. The
solubilities of PRVDP9 and PKVEP9 were as high as 4% w/v in
pure water at room temperature and the viscosities of the above
peptide solutions were under the detection limit (Table 2). In
comparison, RADA16 self-assembled into a gel when the
concentration of the peptide solution was at 3% w/v. The
viscosity of the RADA16 solution, as low as 1% w/v, was 955.17 �
46.7 Pa s. Since the commercial products used 2.5% w/v as the
nal concentration, we used 2.5% w/v RADA16 for most of the
experiments. The storage modulus of 4% w/v PRVDP9 was more
than 1130 Pa, as compared with the 616.4 Pa of 2.5%w/v RADA16
and 658.3 Pa of 4% w/v PKVEP9 (Fig. 1D). The PP-type peptides
had more obvious sol–gel transition performances.
3.2. PRVDP9 secondary structure and tertiary structure

The CD spectra of PRVDP9 showed that there was no typical
secondary structure at each concentration although they were
similar to the ß-sheet spectra at 10 mM and 20 mM concentra-
tions, probably affected by the additional amino acids Pro
(Fig. 3). The PRVDP9 peptide showed good gel-forming ability
when mixed with PBS (Fig. 4C). TEM showed that the PRVDP9
peptide formed a dense nanober scaffold (Fig. 4A and B).
3.3. Liver hemostasis

The PP-type peptide PRVDP9 was compared with RADA16 to
evaluate its hemostatic performance. The PRVDP9 peptide
or not at R.T. Viscosity (Pa s) Gel forming

Under the detection limit Yes
Under the detection limit Yes
Under the detection limit Yes
Under the detection limit Yes
543.25 � 19.46*** No
1246.25 � 26.45*** No
1035.84 � 31.68*** No
3565.64 � 157.36*** No
Under the detection limit No
Under the detection limit No
— —
— —

tailed t-tests were used for the calculation.

Nanoscale Adv., 2021, 3, 6056–6062 | 6059
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Fig. 3 CD spectra of peptide PRVDP9. CD spectra of peptide PRVDP9
at various concentrations (5 mM, 10 mM, 20 mM, 50 mM, 100 mM, 200
mM).

Fig. 4 TEM images of peptide PRVDP9. (A and B) TEM images of 6 mg
ml�1 peptide PRVDP9 at different magnifications. (C) Peptide hydrogel
(1%, 2%, 3%) formed in the vial.

Fig. 5 Testing of the self-assembling peptides as hemostatic agents in
vivo. (A) The rabbit liver hemostasis model in vivo (A, a). Peptides were
applied to the wound site with a 1 ml syringe. The 2.5% RADA16 (A, b),
3% PRVDP9 (A, c), and 4% PRVDP9 (A, d) stopped liver bleeding within 1
minute. (B) Hemostasis time of different peptides in the liver hemo-
stasis model. Data represent mean� SD and n¼ 3 for each group. *P <
0.05, ***P < 0.001. One-way ANOVA with Tukey's post hoc test was
used for the calculations.
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solution quickly formed a gel as soon as it came in contact with
the blood aer its application to the wound site. Peptides
including 2.5% RADA16, 3% PRVDP9 and 4% PRVDP9 achieved
hemostasis within 1 minute (Fig. 5A). Aer 2 minutes of
application, the excess gel was removed, the wound site was
visible, and there was no more blood exudation (Fig. 5A).
Compared to saline, the hemostasis times of the peptide solu-
tion groups were signicantly reduced and there was no
signicant difference between the 2.5% RADA16 and 3%
PRVDP9 group (Fig. 5B). It was noted that 4% PRVDP9 exhibited
better hemostatic capacity than 2.5% RADA16 and 3% PRVDP9
(Fig. 5B).
Fig. 6 PRVDP9 solution as a mucosal elevating agent. (A) HE staining
of colonic mucosa filled with normal saline, sodium hyaluronate, or
PRVDP9. (B) HE staining of gastric mucosa filled with normal saline,
sodium hyaluronate, and PRVDP9.
3.4. PRVDP9 mucosal elevation

Considering the great rheological properties and adequate gel
strength of the peptide PRVDP9, we believe that its solution
could be used as a mucosal elevating agent for EMR and ESD
surgery, and so we compared it with normal saline and the
widely used sodium hyaluronate. We injected the above agents
into the gastric or colon submucosal layer using a syringe with
a 25 G needle. From the aspect of ease of use, sodium hyalur-
onate is difficult to push during injection because of its viscous
nature, which leads to difficulty in controlling the plunging
forces and the consequent injection volumes. The histology
results showed that the sodium hyaluronate dissipated and the
liquid cushion collapsed. The normal saline and the PRVDP9
solution were comparatively easier to push during the injection
procedure. However, the saline ew out during the injection
process and no obvious bulge was observed aer the injection.
In contrast, following the injection of PRVDP9, there was an
6060 | Nanoscale Adv., 2021, 3, 6056–6062
obvious bulge in the mucosa and there was no outowing uid
during the injection and the sampling. HE staining showed that
the mucosa and submucosa of the colonic tissue injected with
saline were separated, but the mucosa did not bulge (Fig. 6A).
HE staining showed a small amount of blue-stained sodium
hyaluronate and a large cavity appeared under the mucosa
following the injection with sodium hyaluronate, suggesting
that sodium hyaluronate did not play a long-lasting supporting
role (Fig. 6A). The colonic mucosa injected with PRVDP9
© 2021 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d1na00534k


Paper Nanoscale Advances

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 0

3 
Se

pt
em

be
r 

20
21

. D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

on
 1

2/
5/

20
25

 4
:2

6:
21

 A
M

. 
 T

hi
s 

ar
tic

le
 is

 li
ce

ns
ed

 u
nd

er
 a

 C
re

at
iv

e 
C

om
m

on
s 

A
ttr

ib
ut

io
n-

N
on

C
om

m
er

ci
al

 3
.0

 U
np

or
te

d 
L

ic
en

ce
.

View Article Online
showed a bulge, and the cavity was evenly lled with red-stained
self-assembling peptides (Fig. 6A). The experiments for the
gastric mucosal showed similar results (Fig. 6B). Multiple
injections of the sodium hyaluronate solution are usually
required to maintain a continuous separation of the mucosa
from the submucosa in clinical practices. In contrast, the
PRVDP9 solution was able to quickly turn into a gel aer being
injected submucosally. It is predicted that the resulting trans-
parent solid hydrogel cushion will not be affected by surgical
procedures, which will greatly reduce the difficulty of surgical
operations and simplify the surgical procedures. As such, the
PRVDP9 solution is expected to be a new generation of
submucosal injection.

4 Discussion

The design of a biomaterial mimicking natural ECM is greatly
desired in biomaterial science, regenerative medicine, and
medical devices. The ionic-complementary self-assembling
peptides have such ECM-mimicking features because they are
made of pure amino acids and have the sol–gel transition
function. The classic sequence RADA16 has been used to
develop a series of medical device products such as hemostatic
agents and anti-adhesive devices. However, the sol–gel trans-
formation is not great because once the concentration of
RADA16 was greater than 1% w/v, the solution self-assembled
and became viscous and thick. Here, we developed PP-type
self-assembling peptides that have superior sol–gel transition
ability as compared with RADA16.

The classic RADA16 has 16 amino acids, consisting of 50%
hydrophobic amino acids, and alternating acidic and basic
amino acids. The long length and the self-assembling nature
made synthesis and purication difficult. To make the peptide
length shorter, more hydrophobic amino acids are needed
within the sequence. However, although RVDV8 and VRVDV9
have shorter sequences, their production was still very difficult
because of the low solubility. We found that the additional Pro
at both ends of the ionic-complementary sequence helped to
increase the solubility and maintained the self-assembling
nature of the peptides in certain situations. PRVDP9 and
PKVEP9 are highly soluble peptides and maintained great
potential for gel formation. It was much easier to produce
PRVDP9 and PKVEP9 peptides with very high crude peptide
purity and high nal yield. It is speculated that the introduction
of proline weakened the ß-sheet structure of the self-assembling
peptide, consequently preventing the entanglement between
peptide chains and facilitating the synthesis. CD spectral
results provided evidence in support of the speculations. It is
well known that ionic-complementary self-assembling peptides
exhibit typical ß-sheet secondary structures, but the PRVDP9
peptide no longer exhibited the typical ß-sheet structures in
solution and the varied secondary structure did not diminish
the gel-forming capacity. The 1–3% w/v RVD9 peptide solution
quickly self-assembled into a gel upon contact with the PBS
solution. The peptides self-assembled into a well-organized
nanober scaffold as shown by TEM. The density of the nano-
ber scaffold can be enforced by increasing the concentration of
© 2021 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
the peptide solution, which provides the possibility to meet
different application scenarios.

RADA16 is oen used at a concentration from 1% to 2.5% w/
v according to different indications. We found that 1% w/v
RADA16 solution had a considerable viscosity and a 2.5% w/v
product had rather poor uidity, which might not be suitable
for delivery through catheters and endoscopes during inter-
ventional therapies and endoscopic therapies.

The viscosity of the PRVDP9 solution was extremely low, even
when the concentration was as high as 4% w/v. The storage
modulus of the gel formed by 3% w/v PRVDP9 was almost
equivalent to that of 2.5%w/v RADA, while the gel formed by 4%
w/v PRVDP9 had a higher gel strength. The data showed that
a product with better sol–gel transition capacity could be
designed using PP-type peptides, especially PRVDP9.

The hemostasis times of a rabbit liver hemostasis model
treated with 3% w/v PRVDP9 or 2.5% w/v RADA16 solution were
equivalent, while the treatment with 4% w/v PRVDP9 resulted in
a shorter hemostasis time. The hemostatic performance was
correlated with the mechanical data of the peptide gel. It was
apparent that the better solubility of PRVDP9 helped the
spreading of the peptide solution at the wound site and
improved the hemostasis.

We tried to use an animal model to study the potential of the
peptides as a mucosal elevating agent for EMR and ESD surgery.
The low viscosity made PRVDP9 very easy to push during the
injection procedure. Aer PRVDP9 solution was delivered into
the submucosal gap, a solid peptide gel formed immediately
and maintained the mucosal bulge for a long time, which
indicated the great functional performance as a mucosal
elevating agent. HE staining showed that the hydrogel accu-
mulated with an even and dense distribution as a spacer
between the mucosal and submucosal tissues.
5 Conclusion

PP-type self-assembling peptides have superior sol–gel transi-
tion ability and are easy to manufacture. It is predicted that they
will be more suitable to be transported through catheters or
endoscopes and have greater commercialization potential as
compared with classic self-assembling peptide sequences.
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