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en CO2 reduction to formate with
a system of water-soluble zinc porphyrin and
formate dehydrogenase in ionic liquid/aqueous
media

Francesco Secundo a and Yutaka Amao *bc

Visible-light-driven CO2 reduction to formate with a system consisting of water-soluble zinc

tetraphenylporphyrin tetrasulfonate (ZnTPPS), formate dehydrogenase from Candida boidinii (CbFDH)

and methylviologen (MV) in the presence of triethanolamine (TEOA) as an electron donor in an ionic

liquid, 1-ethyl-3-methylimidazolium dimethyl phosphate ([EMlm][Me2PO4])/aqueous media was

investigated. The catalytic activity of CbFDH for formate oxidation to CO2 and CO2 reduction to formate

did not decrease significantly even in [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous media, compared with that in aqueous

media. The visible-light-driven MV reduction by the photosensitization of ZnTPPS in [EMlm][Me2PO4]/

aqueous media proceeds more efficiently than in the aqueous media system. In the visible-light-driven

CO2 reduction to formate system of ZnTPPS, MV and CbFDH with [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous media,

moreover, the formate production concentration after 180 min decreased by only 20% as compared

with the system in aqueous media.
Introduction

Climate change is a problem primarily caused by the surge in
CO2 in the atmosphere.1 As one of the solutions to these prob-
lems, solar energy-based CO2 utilization technologies have
received considerable attention. Among these technologies,
a system of light-driven CO2 reduction to CO, formate or
methanol, consisting of a photosensitizer, an electron mediator
and a biocatalyst, was developed.2–14 Among these biocatalysts,
formate dehydrogenase (FDH) catalyzes the CO2 reduction to
formate in the presence of a co-enzyme such as NADH, and
single-electron reduced 4,40- or 2,20-bipyridinium salts (BP).
Thus, visible-light-driven CO2 reduction to formate system is
developed with the photoredox system of a photosensitizer, an
electron mediator and FDH. NAD+-dependent FDH derived
from Candida boidinii (CbFDH) is commercially available bio-
catalyst and is widely utilized in the visible-light-driven redox
system for CO2 reduction to formate.5,9–14 NAD+-dependent
FDHs catalyze the formate oxidation to CO2 with the co-enzyme
NAD+ and catalyze the CO2 reduction to formate with NADH, as
shown in Fig. 1.
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Visible-light-driven CO2 reduction to formate with CbFDH
and methylviologen (MV) reduction with a system containing
ruthenium(II) coordination compound as a photosensitizer and
mercaptoethanol as an electron donor has been reported for the
rst time.5 In contrast, we previously reported the visible-light-
driven CO2 reduction to formate with the system consisting of
MV, CbFDH and water-soluble zinc porphyrin (zinc tetraphe-
nylporphyrin tetrasulfonate; ZnTPPS or zinc 5,10,15,20-
tetrakis(1-methyl-4-pyridinio)porphyrin; ZnTMPyP)10 or chloro-
phyll-a13 in the presence of triethanolamine (TEOA) as an elec-
tron donor as shown in Fig. 2.

We also previously reported the visible-light-driven CO2

reduction to formate with the system consisting of various
2,20-11 or 4,40-BPs,12,14 CbFDH and water-soluble zinc porphyrin.
NAD+ cannot be directly reduced to NADH in the photoredox
system using ZnTPPS or ruthenium(II) coordination
compounds. Instead, 2,20- or 4,40-BPs can be easily reduced to
cation radical of BPs by the photoredox system using these
photosensitizers. The cation radical of BP acts as a co-enzyme
for CbFDH-catalyzed CO2 reduction to formate.15,16
Fig. 1 Interconversion between formate and CO2 catalyzed with FDH
using natural co-enzyme NAD+/NADH redox coupling.

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
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Fig. 2 Visible-light-driven CO2 reduction to formate with the pho-
toredox system consisting of TEOA as an electron donor, ZnTPPS as
a photosensitizer, MV as an electron mediator and CbFDH.

Fig. 3 Chemical structures of ZnTPPS and 1-ethyl-3-methyl-
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The CO2 utilization technology is expected to be used not
only for solving environmental problems but also for specic
environments where temperatures are extremely low. For
example, NASA's CO2 Conversion Challenge,17 a Centennial
Challenges competition, seeks to incentivize the public to
develop non-biological systems that can convert CO2 into useful
sugar molecules in Mars. The previously reported visible-light-
driven CO2 reduction system is not applicable in the specic
environment of Mars, where CO2 occupies more than 90% of
the atmosphere, the average temperature is �53 �C, and the
atmospheric pressure is 0.9 kPa. Therefore, the need to
construct a visible-light-driven CO2 reduction system below the
freezing point of water is expected shortly. One of the means for
solving these problems is to use an ionic liquid as a reaction
medium. An ionic liquid is a salt in the liquid state.18–27 There
are ionic liquids that remain liquid at low pressures close to
vacuum and below �50 �C. For example, ionic liquids that are
liquid below �143 �C have been proposed as the uid base for
a spinning liquid-mirror telescope to be based on the Moon.28

By dissolving frozen water molecules in an ionic liquid, thus, it
might be a prerequisite for a light-driven CO2 reduction system.
There have been numerous reports on biocatalytic reactions
using ionic liquids or ionic liquids/water as a medium.29–36

Several studies on the enzymatic activity of FDH in ionic liquids
have also been reported.37,38 So far, there have been no reports
on ionic liquids or ionic liquids/water-based light-driven CO2

reduction system of an electron donor, a photosensitizer, an
electron mediator, and biocatalyst. In other words, since
a normal buffer solution cannot be used in an extreme envi-
ronment, it is necessary to use it as a solvent for an ionic liquid.
As the rst step to achieve the visible-light-driven CO2 reduction
to formate with the system of a photosensitizer and CbFDH in
the extreme environment, whether or not an efficient reaction
system in the ionic liquids or ionic liquids/water can be con-
structed is an important key point.

In this article, to enable the construction of the visible-light-
driven CO2 reduction to formate with the system of a photosensi-
tizer and CbFDH in ionic liquid/aqueous media, CbFDH-catalyzed
formate oxidation and CO2 reduction are investigated in ionic
liquid, 1-ethyl-3-methylimidazolium dimethyl phosphate ([EMlm]
[Me2PO4]; chemical structure as shown in Fig. 3) and aqueous
This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
media. Finally, the visible-light-driven CO2 reduction to formate
with the system consisting of ZnTPPS, MV and CbFDH in the
[EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous media were studied.
Experimental
Materials

FDH from Candida boidinii (CbFDH) was purchased from Roche
Diagnostics K.K. The estimatedmolecular weight of CbFDHwas
reported to be 74 kDa.39 Tetraphenylporphyrin tetrasulfonate
(H2TPPS), TEOA, and MV were supplied by Tokyo Kasei Co. Ltd.
NAD+ and NADH were supplied by Oriental Yeast Co., Ltd. 1-
Ethyl-3-methylimidazolium dimethyl phosphate ([EMlm]
[Me2PO4]) was purchased from Sigma-Aldrich Co. LLC. The
other chemicals were of analytical grade or the highest grade
available purchased from Wako Pure Chemical Co., Ltd.
ZnTPPS was prepared by reuxing H2TPPS with about 10 times
molar equivalent of zinc acetate according to previously re-
ported literature.40–43 The removal of the small amount of zinc
acetate from the prepared ZnTPPS solution was omitted
because zinc acetate does not inuence the following photore-
actions.40–43 The stability of ZnTPPS against continuous visible-
light irradiation was also checked.
Enzymatic activity test of CbFDH in the ionic liquid/aqueous
media

The catalytic activity of CbFDH in the ionic liquid/water media
was studied by monitoring the formate oxidation to CO2 as
follows. The sample solution consisted of sodium formate (16
mM), CbFDH (9.2 mM) and NAD+ (200 mM) in 30% w/w [EMlm]
[Me2PO4] containing 50 mM sodium pyrophosphate buffer (pH
7.4) saturated with nitrogen gas. The absorption of the NADH
was detected at 340 nm (3340 ¼ 6300 M�1 cm�1)44 using UV-
visible absorption spectroscopy (SHIMADZU, MaltiSpec-1500).

To study the CO2 reduction catalyst activity with CbFDH in
the ionic liquid/water media, the CO2 reduction to formate was
carried out as follows. The sample solution consisted of NADH
(160 mM) and CbFDH (9.2 mM) in 30% w/w [EMlm][Me2PO4]
containing 50 mM sodium pyrophosphate buffer (pH 7.4)
saturated with CO2 gas. The total concentration of carbonate
species (CO2 and HCO3

�) in the CO2 saturated sodium pyro-
phosphate buffer (pH 7.4) was estimated to be approximately
74 mM. As the abundance ratio of CO2 to HCO3

� ([CO2]/
[HCO3

�]) was estimated to be 0.064 at pH 7.4 buffer solution
under atmospheric pressure,45–47 the concentration of CO2 in
imidazolium dimethyl phosphate ([EMlm][Me2PO4]).

RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 42354–42362 | 42355
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Fig. 4 UV-vis absorption spectra changes in the solution of sodium
formate (16 mM), CbFDH (9.2 mM) and NAD+ (200 mM) in 30% w/w
[EMlm][Me2PO4] containing 50 mM sodium pyrophosphate buffer (pH
7.4) with incubation time.

RSC Advances Paper

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 2

0 
N

ov
em

be
r 

20
20

. D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

on
 1

0/
28

/2
02

5 
1:

54
:4

6 
PM

. 
 T

hi
s 

ar
tic

le
 is

 li
ce

ns
ed

 u
nd

er
 a

 C
re

at
iv

e 
C

om
m

on
s 

A
ttr

ib
ut

io
n-

N
on

C
om

m
er

ci
al

 3
.0

 U
np

or
te

d 
L

ic
en

ce
.

View Article Online
sodium pyrophosphate buffer (pH 7.4) was estimated to be
4.4 mM. The absorption of the NADH was detected at 340 nm
using UV-visible absorption spectroscopy (SHIMADZU, MaltiS-
pec-1500).

Electrochemical measurements of MV in the ionic liquid/
aqueous media

The single and double-electron reduction potentials for MV in
the ionic liquid/water media was determined by cyclic voltam-
metry (Hokuto Denko HZ-3000). All measurements were carried
out under 2.0 mM of MV in nitrogen-saturated solution con-
taining 30% w/w [EMlm][Me2PO4], 0.2 M potassium chloride
and 1.0 mM sodium pyrophosphate buffer (pH 7.4) at a glassy
carbon-working electrode. A platinum wire was used as
a counter electrode. All potentials were relative to the Ag/AgCl
electrode used as the reference.

Visible-light-driven MV reduction with photosensitization of
ZnTPPS in the ionic liquid/aqueous media

A solution consisting of TEOA (0.3 M), ZnTPPS (10 mM) and MV
(100 mM) in 30% w/w [EMlm][Me2PO4] containing 5.0 ml of
10 mM sodium pyrophosphate buffer (pH 7.4) was deaerated by
Ar gas bubbling for 30 min. The sample solution was irradiated
with a 250 W halogen lamp (TOSHIBA JD110V215WNP-EH-TB)
at a distance of 5.0 cm at 30 �C. The experiment was carried
out in a water-bath made by polymethyl methacrylate (PMMA),
and light shorter than the wavelength of 365 nm of the halogen
lamp was cut off by PMMA. The production of the MV+c was
monitored by UV-vis absorption spectrum.

Visible-light-driven CO2 reduction to formate with the system
consisting of ZnTPPS, MV and CbFDH in the ionic liquid/
aqueous media

A solution consisting of TEOA (0.3 M), ZnTPPS (10 mM), MV (100
mM) and CbFDH (9.2 mM) in 30% w/w [EMlm][Me2PO4] con-
taining 5.0 ml of 10 mM sodium pyrophosphate buffer (pH 7.4)
was deaerated by freeze–pump–thaw cycles repeated 5 times,
and the gas phase was replaced with CO2. The sample solution
was irradiated with a 250 W halogen lamp at 30 �C. The
experiment also was carried out in a water-bath made by PMMA,
and light shorter than the wavelength of 365 nm of the halogen
lamp was cut off by PMMA. The amount of formate was detected
by ion chromatography (Dionex ICS-1100; electrical conduc-
tivity detector) with an ion exclusion column (Thermo ICE AS1;
column length: 9� 150 mm; composed of a 7.5 mm cross-linked
styrene/divinylbenzene resin with functionalized sulfonate
groups). The 1.0 mM octane sulfonic acid and 5.0 mM tetra-
butylammonium hydroxide were used as an eluent and
a regenerant, respectively.

Results and discussion
Enzymatic activity test of CbFDH in the ionic liquid/aqueous
media

When the sample solution of sodium formate (16 mM), CbFDH
(9.2 mM) and NAD+ (200 mM) in 30% w/w [EMlm][Me2PO4]
42356 | RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 42354–42362
containing 50 mM sodium pyrophosphate buffer (pH 7.4) was
incubated, absorption spectra of the solution were changed as
shown in Fig. 4. The absorption band at 340 nm due to NADH
was increased with increasing incubation time.

From the result of Fig. 4, it was shown that CbFDH-catalyzed
NAD+ reduction to NADH, that is, formate oxidation to CO2,
proceeded in the ionic liquid/aqueous media. It was suggested
that CbFDH-catalyzed oxidation of formate to CO2 proceeds in
an ionic liquid/aqueous medium.

When the sample solution of CbFDH (9.2 mM) and NADH
(160 mM) in 30%w/w [EMlm][Me2PO4] containing CO2 saturated
50 mM sodium pyrophosphate buffer (pH 7.4) was incubated,
absorption spectra of the solution were changed as shown in
Fig. 5. The absorption band at 340 nm due to NADH was
decreased with increasing incubation time.

From the result of Fig. 5, it is shown NADH oxidation to
NAD+, which indicates that the CbFDH-catalyzed reduction of
CO2 to formate also proceeds in an ionic liquid/aqueous
medium.

Next, let us focus on the effect of [EMlm][Me2PO4] on the
CbFDH-catalyzed oxidation of formate to CO2 and reduction of
CO2 to formate using NAD+/NADH redox mediator. Fig. 6 shows
the time dependence of NADH concentration changes of CbFDH-
catalyzed oxidation of formate to CO2 (a) and reduction of CO2 to
formate (b) in the [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous or aqueous media.

For the CbFDH-catalyzed oxidation of formate to CO2 in
aqueous media, NAD+ fully was reduced to NADH within 20 min
incubation. For the system in the [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous
media, in contrast, the conversion yield of NAD+ to NADH was
estimated to be 50% for 140 min incubation. The Michaels
constant Km values of NAD+ for CbFDH-catalyzed formate
oxidation to CO2 in aqueous and [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous
media obtained by using enzymatic kinetic analysis were re-
ported to be 43 and 177 mM, respectively.37 In other words, it was
suggested that the affinity of NAD+ for CbFDH in the [EMlm]
[Me2PO4]/aqueous media was lower than that in the aqueous
media. Therefore, it was considered that the conversion yield of
NAD+ to NADH in [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous media was lower
than that in aqueous media.
This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
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Fig. 5 UV-vis absorption spectra changes in the solution of CbFDH
(9.2 mM) and NADH (160 mM) in 30 w/w% [EMlm][Me2PO4] containing
CO2 saturated 50 mM sodium pyrophosphate buffer (pH 7.4)with
incubation time.

Fig. 6 Time dependence of NADH concentration changes of CbFDH-
catalyzed oxidation of formate to CO2 (a) and reduction of CO2 to
formate (b) in the [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous (red) or aqueous media
(blue). Green: time dependence of NADH concentration changes in
Ar-saturated NADH solution in [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous containing
CbFDH in (b).

Fig. 7 Cyclic voltammogram of MV (2.0 mM) in nitrogen-saturated
sodium pyrophosphate buffer (pH 7.4) containing 30% w/w [EMlm]
[Me2PO4] and 0.2 M potassium chloride (red). Blue: in the absence of
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For the CbFDH-catalyzed reduction of CO2 to formate in
aqueous media, the conversion yield of NADH to NAD+ was
estimated to be 40% aer 120 min incubation. For the system in
the [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous media, in contrast, the conver-
sion yield was estimated to be 30% aer 120 min incubation.
Moreover, aer 120min of incubation, 200 mM sodium formate
was added to this solution and NADH production was observed
again. This suggests that the catalytic activity of CbFDH is not
inactivated in the [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous media. On the
other hand, in an Ar-saturated [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous
media, that is, in the absence of CO2, the concentration of
NADH has dropped by only 0.33% over the 120 min. From these
results, the decrease in NADH, as shown in Fig. 6(b), is due to
CbFDH-catalyzed CO2 reduction to formate rather than air
oxidation of NADH to NAD+. In aqueous media and [EMlm]
[Me2PO4]/aqueous media, the CbFDH-catalyzed formate oxida-
tion to CO2 proceeded more efficiently than the CO2 reduction
to formate. We determined the kinetic parameters for the
Michaelis constants (Km) of NAD

+ and NADH for CbFDH in the
formate oxidation to CO2 and in the reverse reaction under the
condition of an excess of formate or CO2. The Km values for
NAD+ in the formate oxidation and NADH in the CO2 reduction
This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
to CbFDH were estimated to be 50 and 2087 mM, respectively.
Thus, being the affinity of NAD+ for CbFDH higher than that of
NADH, CbFDH can be activated by a lower concentration of
NAD+, compared with that of NADH (1/400).48,49 The CbFDH-
catalyzed oxidation of formate to CO2 and reduction of CO2 to
formate was slower in the [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueousmedia than
in the aqueous media. However, these results indicate that the
catalytic activity of CbFDH is not inactivated even in the [EMlm]
[Me2PO4]/aqueous media.
Electrochemical property of MV in the ionic liquid/water
media

Fig. 7 shows the cyclic voltammogram (CV) of MV in the
nitrogen-saturated solution containing 30% w/w [EMlm]
[Me2PO4], 0.2 M potassium chloride and 1.0 mM sodium pyro-
phosphate buffer (pH 7.4). The CV of MV in the nitrogen-
saturated solution containing 0.2 M potassium chloride and
1.0 mM sodium pyrophosphate buffer (pH 7.4) also was shown
in Fig. 7.

The reduction potentials for single and double-electron
reduced MV (vs. Ag/AgCl) were estimated to be �0.66 and
�0.96 V in aqueous media, respectively. In contrast, the
reduction potentials for single and double-electron reduced MV
(vs. Ag/AgCl) were estimated to be �0.68 and �0.96 V in [EMlm]
[Me2PO4]/aqueous media, respectively. The rst reduction
potential difference of MV between the [EMlm][Me2PO4]/
aqueous and the aqueous media was estimated to be only
20 mV. As a result of cyclic voltammetry measurement, thus, it
was concluded that there was almost no difference between the
[EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous and aqueous media.
Visible-light-driven MV reduction with photosensitization of
ZnTPPS in the ionic liquid/aqueous media

When the solution consisting of TEOA, ZnTPPS and MV in 30%
w/w [EMlm][Me2PO4] containing 5.0 ml of 10 mM sodium
pyrophosphate buffer (pH 7.4) was irradiated with visible-light,
the absorption spectra of the solution were changed with irra-
diation time. Fig. 8 shows the absorption difference spectra
change with the solution as a baseline before irradiation. The
absorption band at 605 nm due to MV+c was increased with
[EMlm][Me2PO4].

RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 42354–42362 | 42357
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Fig. 9 Time dependence of the concentration changes of MV+c in the
solution consisting of TEOA, ZnTPPS and MV with visible-light irradi-
ation. Red: [EMlm][Me2PO4]/water media; blue: water media.
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increasing irradiation time. Thus, the single-electron reduction
of MV proceeded with the visible-light sensitization of ZnTPPS
in the [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous media.

The time dependence of the concentration changes of MV+c

produced was determined by molar coefficient with
13 500 M�1 cm�1 at 605 nm.50 Fig. 9 shows the relationship
between the irradiation time and the concentration of MV+c in
the [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous (red) or aqueous media (blue).

The amount of MV+c increased with increasing irradiation
time in both cases. The initial rate was determined from the
gradient of the linear part of the MV+c production within 5 min
irradiation. The initial rates for the MV+c production in [EMlm]
[Me2PO4]/aqueous and aqueous media were estimated to be 4.7
and 2.7 mM min�1, respectively. Aer 30 min irradiation, the
concentrations of MV+c in [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous and aqueous
media were estimated to be 46.8 and 33.0 mM, respectively. The
results for the visible-light-driven reduction of MV with the sensi-
tization of ZnTPPS in [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous media and
aqueous media were summarized in Table 1.

Regarding the electron transfer pathway from photoexited
state of ZnTPPS to MV, the mechanism of the electron transfer
process from the excited triplet state of ZnTPPS (3ZnTPPS*) to
MV has been reported using nano-second order laser ash
photolysis.51 The oxidation potential for TEOA was reported to
be 0.93 V (vs. Ag/AgCl).52 The energy level of rst singlet state for
ZnTPPS was estimated to be 2.07 eV using the average value of
the frequencies of the longest wavelength of the absorption
maxima (595 nm) and the shortest wavelength of the uores-
cence emission maxima (606 nm). The potential for the single-
electron oxidation of the 3ZnTPPS*, E (ZnTPPS+/3ZnTPPS*) was
estimated to be�0.75 V (vs. Ag/AgCl).53,54 On the other hand, the
potential for the single-electron reduction of 3ZnTPPS*, E
(3ZnTPPS*/ZnTPPS�) was reported to be 0.45 V (vs. Ag/AgCl).53

According to these potentials, it was shown that no single-
electron reduction of 3ZnTPPS* by TEOA proceeded. That is,
3ZnTPPS* is not reductively quenched by TEOA. The single-
electron reduction potentials for MV in [EMlm][Me2PO4]/
aqueous and aqueous media by CV measurement (vs. Ag/AgCl
as a reference) was estimated to be �0.68 and �0.66 V,
Fig. 8 Absorption difference spectra changes in the solution con-
sisting of TEOA, ZnTPPS and MV with visible-light irradiation.

42358 | RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 42354–42362
respectively. Gibbs free energy (DG) for visible-light-driven
electron transfer from the 3ZnTPPS* to MV in [EMlm]
[Me2PO4]/aqueous and aqueous media was estimated using the
redox potentials of 3ZnTPPS* andMV. The DG values for visible-
light-driven of the electron transfer from the 3ZnTPPS* to MV in
[EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous and aqueous media were calculated
to be �6.8 and �7.7 kJ mol�1, respectively.

Next, let us consider the reason why MV was photoreduced
more efficiently in [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous than that in
aqueous media. We have previously reported on the visible-
light-driven MV reduction system of TEOA and ZnTPPS in
micellar media formed by cationic, anionic and nonionic
surfactants. By the addition of cationic, anionic and nonionic
surfactants above the critical micelle concentration in the
visible-light-driven MV reduction system of TEOA and ZnTPPS,
signicant MV reduction proceeded compared with that in the
absence of any surfactants.51,55 This indicates that a cationic
surfactant micelle interface was formed between ZnTPPS and
MV, and efficient charge separation between ZnTPPS+ and MV+c

formed with visible-light irradiation could be achieved. It was
also achieved for efficient charge separation between ZnTPPS+

and MV+c formed with visible-light irradiation by adding
a nonionic surfactant such as Triton X-100. It has been reported
that photoinduced intermolecular electron transfer and charge
separation processes are affected by the viscosity of the solvent
containing ionic liquid.56,57 The improvement in charge sepa-
ration between ZnTPPS+ and MV+c formed with visible-light
irradiation by adding Triton X-100 indicates that the viscosity
of the reaction solvent increased. When a [EMlm][Me2PO4] was
added to the reaction aqueous media, efficient charge separa-
tion also could be achieved by increasing viscosity of the reac-
tion solvent.
Visible-light-driven CO2 reduction to formate with the system
consisting of ZnTPPS, MV and CbFDH in the ionic liquid/
aqueous media

Visible-light-driven CO2 reduction to formate was investigated
by adding CbFDH to the system of MV photoreduction with
This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
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Table 1 The turnover frequencies (TOFs) of ZnTPPS, the initial rate of MV+c production (v0), total MV+c production and yield of MV to MV+c
conversion in [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous and aqueous media after 30 min irradiation

Reaction media
TOF of ZnTPPS
(min�1) v0 (mM min�1)

Total MV+c
production (mM)

Yield of MV to
MV+c conversion

[EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous media 4.7 4.7 46.8 0.47
Aqueous media 3.3 2.7 33.0 0.33
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photosensitization of ZnTPPS in the presence of TEOA using
[EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous media. When the reaction mixture
consisting of ZnTPPS, MV, TEOA and CbFDH in CO2 saturated
sodium pyrophosphate buffer containing [EMlm][Me2PO4] was
irradiated with visible-light at 30 �C and formate production
was observed with irradiation time as shown in Fig. 10 (red).

The concentration of formate production aer 180 min
irradiation with the system using [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous
media was estimated to be 80 mM. The experimental error was
calculated as an average of three experiments. In all experi-
ments, the error was within 5%, and the reproducibility was
satisfactory. In contrast, the concentration of formate produc-
tion aer 180 min irradiation with the system using aqueous
media was estimated to be 100 mM. Moreover, no formate
production was observed under dark or in the absence of CO2

condition. The effects of the above ve components, TEOA,
ZnTPPS, MV and CbFDH on the CO2 reduction to formate were
investigated. It was found that no formate was produced even in
the missing of one of the above ve components, TEOA,
ZnTPPS, MV, CbFDH and CO2. In this reaction system, in the
absence of the electron donor TEOA, no reduction of MV by the
photosensitization of ZnTPPS proceeded. Next, in the absence
of the electron mediator MV in this reaction system, MV+c, co-
enzyme of CbFDH, is not produced by irradiation, so that no
CbFDH-catalyzed CO2 reduction proceeded. In addition, we
attempted visible-light-driven CO2 reduction with TEOA and
ZnTPPS in the absence of CbFDH, but no formate production
was observed. These results were obtained in both [EMlm]
Fig. 10 Time dependence of the concentration of formate changes in
the solution consisting of TEOA, ZnTPPS, MV and CbFDH with visible-
light irradiation. Red: [EMlm][Me2PO4]/water media; blue: water media.
Green: under dark condition.

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
[Me2PO4]/aqueous and aqueous media. In this reaction system,
no CbFDH-catalyzed CO2 reduction to formate proceeded
unless MV+c, co-enzyme of CbFDH, was produced by irradiation
in [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous and aqueous media. When the
solution consisting of TEOA, ZnTPPS, NAD+ and CbFDH in CO2

saturated [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous media was irradiated,
moreover, no formate was produced with the increase in irra-
diation time. As no NADH was produced with the visible-light
sensitization of ZnTPPS, CO2 reduction with CbFDH did not
proceed in [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous media or aqueous media.
Since it is predicted that CO2 is captured and dissolved in the
reaction media by using a cationic ionic liquid, [EMlm]
[Me2PO4], the relationship between the amount of CO2 in the
reaction media and CbFDH-catalyzed formate production will
be investigated in the future.

The rate for visible-light-driven CO2 reduction was deter-
mined from the concentration of formate production in [EMlm]
[Me2PO4]/aqueous and aqueous media within 1 h irradiation and
were estimated to be 45 and 60 mmol h�1, respectively. The turn-
over frequency of ZnTPPS in the system of visible-light-driven CO2

reduction to formate with CbFDH and MV in [EMlm][Me2PO4]/
aqueous and aqueous media was estimated to be 4.5 and 6.0
h�1, respectively. Therefore, the ZnTPPS appeared to serve as the
system for transferring electrons from TEOA to a more reductive
molecule using MV in [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous and aqueous
media. Moreover, the turnover frequency of MV in [EMlm]
[Me2PO4]/aqueous and aqueous media were estimated to be 0.45
and 0.60 h�1, respectively. The turnover frequency of CbFDH in the
system using [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous and aqueous media were
estimated to be 4.9 and 6.5 h�1, respectively. The turnover
frequencies of ZnTPPS, MV and CbFDH, and total formate
production in [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous and aqueous media aer
180 min irradiation with this system were summarized in Table 2.

As mentioned in the previous section, the CbFDH-catalyzed
oxidation of formate to CO2 and reduction of CO2 to formate
was slower in the [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous media than in the
aqueous media. However, in the visible-light-driven CO2

reduction system of ZnTPPS, MV and CbFDH with [EMlm]
[Me2PO4]/aqueous media, the formate production concentra-
tion aer 180 min decreased by only 20% as compared with the
system in aqueous media. One of the reasons for this is that the
photoreduction of MV by ZnTPPS in [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous
media proceeds more efficiently than in the aqueous media
system. Since the catalytic activity of CbFDH did not decrease
signicantly even in [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous media, it can be
expected that various visible-light-driven CO2 reduction of
ZnTPPS, MV and CbFDH in the various ionic liquid can be
constructed in the future.
RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 42354–42362 | 42359
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Table 2 The turnover frequencies (TOFs) of ZnTPPS, MV and CbFDH, and total formate production after 180 min with visible-light-driven CO2

reduction to formate with CbFDH and ZnTPPS in [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous and aqueous media

Reaction media
TOF of ZnTPPS
(h�1)

TOF of MV
(h�1)

TOF of CbFDH
(h�1)

Total formate production
(mM)

[EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous
media

4.5 0.45 4.9 80

Aqueous media 6.0 0.60 6.5 100
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Conclusions

In this work, to enable the development of the visible-light-
driven CO2 reduction to formate with the system of a photo-
sensitizer and CbFDH in ionic liquid/aqueous media, CbFDH-
catalyzed formate oxidation and CO2 reduction are investi-
gated in ionic liquid, [EMlm][Me2PO4] and aqueous media. The
catalytic activity of CbFDH for formate oxidation and CO2

reduction did not decrease signicantly even in [EMlm]
[Me2PO4]/aqueous media, compared with that in aqueous
media. The visible-light-driven reduction of MV by ZnTPPS in
[EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous media proceeds more efficiently than
in the aqueous media system. In the visible-light-driven CO2

reduction to formate system of ZnTPPS, moreover, MV and
CbFDH with [EMlm][Me2PO4]/aqueous media, the formate
production concentration aer 180 min decreased by only 20%
as compared with the system in aqueous media. The melting
point of [EMlm][Me2PO4] used in this study is estimated to be
19–21 �C, and the construction of visible-light-driven CO2

reduction to formate system near the freezing point of water has
not yet been completed. In the future, we plan to construct
visible-light-driven CO2 reduction to formate system in an ionic
liquid with amelting point of 0 �C or less. In the future, it can be
expected that the visible-light-driven CO2 reduction to formate
system of ZnTPPS, MV and CbFDH can be constructed between
extreme environments such as extremely low temperature and
low pressure using various ionic liquids.
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