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nce phenomenon of
acetonylacetone C]O stretching in a binary
mixture and the aggregation-induced split theory†

Huigang Wang, * Hang Xu, Qiuna Liu and Xuming Zheng

This article aims to correlate the noncoincidence effect phenomenon with the aggregation state of

acetylacetone C]O stretching in a binary mixture. C]O stretching noncoincidence effect (NCE) was

observed not only between IR and Raman spectra but also between the isotropic and anisotropic Raman

spectra of acetonylacetone. The difference in C]O stretching wavenumbers of the isotropic and

anisotropic Raman spectra (NCE value) in a binary mixture at different concentrations has been

calculated. We found that both isotropic and anisotropic Raman wavenumbers of C]O stretching

increase with the dilution of acetonylacetone by CCl4 while the NCE value decreases. These

noncoincidence and concentration effect phenomena seem to go against the quantum theory. Herein,

we proposed an aggregation-induced split (AIS) model to explain the NCE phenomenon and

concentration effect. The experimental data were consistent with the DFT calculations performed at the

B3LYP-D3/6-311++G (d,p) levels based on the proposed model. The dynamics of transformation from

monomers to an aggregated structure can be easily controlled by tuning the concentration. Solvent

dependent experiments show that the value of NCE decreased with the increase of the solvent dielectric

constant at the same concentration, which is in accordance with Logan's theory.
I. Introduction

Vibrational spectroscopy is an excellent technique for probing
the nature of bonding and identifying chemical structures or
phases in the analysis of chemical substances.1–4 It has been
commonly applied in industrial processes, geochemistry, and
health-related chemistry elds.5–7 Experiments have demon-
strated that some polar vibrational modes present their vibra-
tion wavenumber at different positions in IR and Raman
spectroscopy.8–10 Moreover, their frequencies in isotropic and
anisotropic components of Raman spectra are not in coinci-
dence; scientists refer to these phenomena as noncoincidence
effects (NCEs).11–20 They ascribe these phenomena to transition
dipole-transition dipole (TD–TD) interactions.11–20

Our group concentrated on these phenomena for several years.
First, we discovered NCEs in C]S vibrational modes.21,22 The
difference between the isotropic and anisotropic peak frequencies
y of Advanced Textiles Materials and
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of C]S stretching for ethylene trithiocarbonate was determined to
be 4.60 cm�1.21 This difference decreased upon dilution. These
NCEs and concentration effects made us believe that C]S
stretching is not a single vibrational mode, but a complex vibra-
tional mode that is beyond spectroscopic resolution.22

Matrix isolation is a powerful technique for the enhance-
ment of spectroscopic resolution because the translational and
rotational motions can freeze below 6 K.23,24 We applied this
technique to study the C]O stretching NCE behavior of
acetone, the most investigated model molecule for NCE
phenomena.25,26 Acetone was isolated in an argon matrix and
the Raman spectra were collected at different annealing
temperatures. Single, double, and triple peaks were detected
separately at different temperatures for the C]O vibration, and
the isotropic and anisotropic spectra for each wavenumber
overlapped fairly well with no NCE.26 Thus, an aggregation-
induced split (AIS) model has been proposed to explain the
acetone C]O vibration NCE phenomenon and its concentra-
tion effect.25,26 The polar bond vibration coupling tends to align
the molecules to reduce the potential energy and increase the
attraction. The alignment and reorganization stabilized the
aggregation structure to form dimers, trimers or clusters. Polar
bonds such as C]O, C]S, S]O, C–N, and C–O especially play
an important role in these interactions. The vibration coupling
between adjacent polar bonds split the degenerate vibrations to
two vibrational modes: in phase vibration and out of phase
This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
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vibration. The pairs with prominent vibrational wavenumber
difference and depolarization ratio difference produced “NCE
effects” with the limited spectroscopic resolution; however, in
high-resolution spectroscopy, they were well separated.25,26

Acetylacetone is the simplest b-diketone that bears two tauto-
meric forms (keto and enol). Due to the existence of intra-
molecular hydrogen bonds,27,28 the enol form is more stable in
the gas phase or in weak polar solvents, while the keto form is
more stable in polar solvents, especially protic solvents. The
keto structure will form intermolecular hydrogen bonds with
protic solvents. Acetylacetone is a good molecule for studying
solvent effects. This article aims to investigate the solvent
polarity inuence on its aggregation state.

The AIS model can explain most of the NCE
phenomena.25,26,29–31 In this work, 2,5-hexanedione was chosen to
investigate the C]O coupling behavior and the NCE phenom-
enon. 2,5-Hexanedione contains two carbonyl groups, and there
are two possible C]O interactions,.intramolecular and inter-
molecular. Intramolecular C]O interactions have no relation to
their neighboring molecules, and do not show concentration
effects, while intermolecular C]O interactions show both NCE
phenomena and concentration effects. In this work, the isotropic
and anisotropic Raman bands of 2,5-hexanedione has been
recorded and their concentration dependent behavior has been
investigated to know the exact molecular interaction structure.

II. Methods
A. Materials

Acetonylacetone (CH3COCH2CH2COCH3, TCL, >99.0%); chlo-
roform (AR, shanghai San Ying chemical reagent company).

B. Experimental setup

The experimental setup for Raman spectroscopy has been used
with minor modications.21 The experimental apparatus
consists of a triple monochromator (TriVista TR557, Princeton
Instruments) equipped with an argon ion laser (Coherent, CVI
MELLES GRIOT) as a source of exciting light at 488 nm (75 mW
output) and with a liquid nitrogen cooled CCD array (manu-
facturer, Princeton Instruments Inc.) allowing the wavenumber
coverage of 1089 cm�1 and a spectral resolution (the instru-
mental apparatus function, FWHM) of 2.0 cm�1. The accuracy
in the measurement (the physical matrix pixel of the CCD
camera) of band positions was 0.45 cm�1. A polarization
scrambler was placed between the polarizer and the spectrom-
eter entrance slit. All measurements were carried out at room
temperature (293 K) and atmospheric pressure.

The Fourier transform (FT)-Raman and FT-IR spectra were
obtained with 2 cm�1 resolution using a FT-Raman spectrom-
eter at 1064 nm excitation (Thermo Nicolet 960, Thermo Fisher
Nicolet, USA) and a FT-IR spectrometer (Thermo Nicolet avatar
370, Thermo Fisher Nicolet, USA).

C. Computational methods

Computational chemists oen pay attention to specic tech-
nologies associated with computer memory, data, storage,
This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
processor speed, and program development soware, which
help to understand the photophysical and photochemical
characteristics of molecules. Herein, density functional (DFT)
calculations and the polarizable continuum model (PCM) were
used to study the vibration wavenumber of acetonyl acetone in
CCl4 and its linear dimer at B3LYP levels of theory with the 6-
311++G(d,p) basis set using the Gaussian 09 program.32 The
inuence of the solvent was included using the PCM and opti-
mized geometry and the corresponding vibrational frequencies
were obtained to verify the reasonable dimer structure.

We converted Raman intensity from scattering activities
using the Multiwfn soware (http://multiwfn.codeplex.com/
releases). Multiwfn is an extremely powerful wavefunction
analysis program and supports almost all of the most important
wavefunction analysis methods.33 In our case, the excitation
wavenumber is 20491.80 cm�1 (corresponding to 488 nm) and
the conversion relationship is shown as34

Ii ¼ Cðn0 � niÞ4Si

ni

"
1� exp

 
� hcni

kT

!#

where Si is the Raman activity, Ii the Raman intensity, no the
exciting frequency in reciprocal centimeters, ni the vibrational
frequency of the ith normal mode, h, c, and k are universal
constants, and C a suitably chosen common normalization
factor for all peak intensities.

With the parallel and perpendicular polarized Raman
spectra we get the isotropic and anisotropic components of
Raman spectra using the equation:27

IisoðvVVÞ ¼ IVVðvVVÞ � 4

3
IVHðvVHÞ

Ianiso(vVH) ¼ IVH(vVH)

where IVV(v) and IVH(v) are the experimentally collected Raman
intensities of the polarized and depolarized Raman compo-
nents and v is the frequency in cm�1. VV means that the
polarizer and analyzer are parallel to each other, while VH
means that the polarizer and analyzer are perpendicular to each
other. Thus, we obtained the isotropic and anisotropic spec-
trum as shown in table of contents entry in ref. 30. The inte-
grated spectra were collected directly from the Raman spectra
without using a polarizer and analyzer in the experimental
setup.

With the DFT calculated Gaussian Output File of acetonyla-
cetone, we also get the isotropic and anisotropic spectrum
theoretically from the dimer model DFT calculations. Gauss-
view or Multiwfn can transform the dimer frequencies into
Raman spectra. The original output le can be regarded as
IVV(vVV). Since we were interested in the C]O vibration, we
focused our attention on the C]O frequency and their depo-
larization ratio. With the depolarization ratio band corre-
sponding to the Raman activity of C]O vibration, we can get
the depolarized Raman activity of C]O vibration. With
Gaussview, we can transform the frequencies to the depolarized
RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 30982–30989 | 30983

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d0ra02932g


RSC Advances Paper

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 2

1 
A

ug
us

t 2
02

0.
 D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
on

 6
/1

7/
20

26
 8

:4
4:

01
 P

M
. 

 T
hi

s 
ar

tic
le

 is
 li

ce
ns

ed
 u

nd
er

 a
 C

re
at

iv
e 

C
om

m
on

s 
A

ttr
ib

ut
io

n-
N

on
C

om
m

er
ci

al
 3

.0
 U

np
or

te
d 

L
ic

en
ce

.
View Article Online
Raman spectra, IVH of the C]O vibration. Finally, with

IisoðvVVÞ ¼ IVVðvVVÞ � 4
3
IVHðvVHÞ; we can get the isotropic Raman

activity, Iisospectra (see ESI† for more demonstrations).
III. Results and discussion

We performed full geometry optimization of the monomer and
dimer structures of acetonylacetone. In order to establish the
most stable conformation as the initial point for further
calculations, the molecule was submitted to rigorous confor-
mation analysis with all bonds having free rotation. Fig. 1 shows
the optimized monomer and dimer structure of acetonylace-
tone. No imaginary vibrational frequencies were found in the
further calculations. The dimer assembled in a head to tail
antiparallel manner through weak intermolecular interactions.
All DFT calculated vibrational frequencies, depolarization ratio,
and the ZPE corrected total free energy for the acetonylacetone
monomer and dimer are given in Table 1. The total free energy
of the dimer is lower than the monomer by approximately 3.164
cal mol�1. Thus, the dimer is the thermodynamically favored
structure. Table 1 lists a comparison of the B3LYP-D3/6-
311++G(d,p) calculated vibrational wavenumber with the
experimental FT-Raman and FT-IR values. It is worthy to
emphasize that C]O stretching in the monomer has two
modes, n11 and n12; n11 is Raman active but n12 is IR active. These
two modes split individually into two pairs of frequencies aer
the formation of the dimer structure (n11 at 1770 cm�1 split into
1768/1760 cm�1, n12 at 1759 cm�1 split into 1756/1750 cm�1).
The peaks at 1768 cm�1 and 1760 cm�1 are Raman active,
andcan be assigned to the experimental anisotropic Raman
frequency at 1718.4 cm�1 and isotropic peak at 1710.7 cm�1,
respectively (Fig. 3). From the calculations, we can imagine that
when the dimer is broken into the monomer, the C]O
stretching should blue shi to a higher frequency.

The 36 atoms of the acetonylacetone dimer give rise to 102
normal modes of vibration. The overall 102 normal modes of
vibration for this dimer are considered to comprise 96 normal
modes arising from the in-phase and out-of-phase coupling of
Fig. 1 B3LYP-D3/6-311++G(d,p) computed geometry parameters of ac

30984 | RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 30982–30989
these two acetonylacetone molecules and 6 modes associated
with the relative translation and rotation of two acetonylacetone
molecules. A detailed description is listed in Table 1. The con-
verted calculated Raman spectra using Multiwfn soware are
shown in Fig. 2. The corresponding in-phase and out-of-phase
vibrational modes may differ in wavenumbers and depolariza-
tion ratios and the magnitude of these splitting will depend on
the strength of interactions between different parts of the
neighboring molecules. The overall agreement between the DFT
calculated vibrational wavenumbers and the experimental
values is good for acetonylacetone. Fig. 2 displays a comparison
of the calculated monomer and dimer Raman spectra with the
FT-Raman spectrum and FT-IR spectrum of acetonylacetone.
The dashed lines in Fig. 2 indicate the correlation between the
vibrational modes of acetonylacetone in the calculated Raman
spectra and those corresponding to the fundamental modes of
acetonylacetone in the FT-Raman and IR spectrum, respectively.
The 1712 cm�1 band is assigned to the C]O stretch. The
wavenumber difference between the FT-Raman spectrum and
FT-IR spectrum is 2.3 cm�1. This wavenumber difference is
a key characteristic of the noncoincidence effect; other experi-
mental proofs including the isotropic and anisotropic Raman
spectra at different concentrations will be presented later. The
largest difference between the calculated monomer and dimer
lies in the C]O stretching wavenumber. The wavenumber of
the monomer is higher than that of the dimer. Other modes are
similar with the calculated monomer and dimer structures. The
calculation results show that when acetonylacetone transforms
from the dimer to the monomer, the frequency of the C]O
stretching increases while other modes remain consistent.
From the spectral comparison between the FT-Raman and the
calculated monomer and dimer, the spectral pattern of the
dimer describes more accurately the liquid acetonylacetone. It
needs to be stressed that the listed calculated wavenumbers
describe the vibrational frequencies of the molecule in its
gaseous phase. Hence, the experimentally observed spectrum of
the liquid phase may differ to some extent from the calculated
spectrum. In the DFT calculation, the B3LYP function tends to
overestimate the wavenumbers of the fundamental modes
etonylacetone and its aggregates.

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
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Table 1 B3LYP-D3/6-311++G(d,p) computed wavenumbers, depolarization ratios, ZPE corrected total free energies of the acetonylacetone
monomer and dimer in the gaseous state

Modes

Computed/cm�1 Experiment/cm�1

Descriptions

Monomer freq. Dimer

Raman IRcis anti Freq. D radio

n1 3144 3138 3141/3138 0.71/0.72 C–H stretch
n2 3139 3138 3137/3134 0.68/0.71 C–H stretch
n3 3107 3085 3106/3104 0.32/0.72 C–H stretch
n4 3094 3085 3097/3095 0.72/0.55 C–H stretch
n5 3087 3064 3090/3088 0.75/0.65 C–H stretch
n6 3053 3064 3083/3075 0.46/0.74 C–H stretch
n7 3033 3034 3044/3038 0.03/0.04 C–H stretch
n8 3030 3030 3035/3032 0.25/0.07 C–H stretch
n9 3027 3024 3031/3027 0.08/0.07 C–H stretch
n10 3017 3023 3027/3017 0.03/0.50 C–H stretch
n11 1770 1781 1768/1760 0.41/0.32 1714S O]C stretch
n12 1759 1775 1756/1750 0.38/0.18 1712vs O]C stretch
n13 1476 1478 1478/1474 0.45/0.75 H–C–H bend
n14 1472 1478 1472/1470 0.74/0.65 H–C–H bend
n15 1467 1468 1466/1465 0.70/0.45 H–C–H bend
n16 1458 1466 1464/1463 0.74/0.68 H–C–H bend
n17 1457 1458 1460/1456 0.71/0.74 1455vs 1400w H–C–H bend + H–C–C–C tors
n18 1452 1454 1445/1430 0.75/0.74 H–C–H bend
n19 1390 1401 1401/1394 0.31/0.63 H–C–H bend
n20 1388 1388 1392/1390 0.69/0.70 1353vw 1365s H–C–H bend
n21 1374 1384 1383/1375 0.63/0.72 H–C–H bend
n22 1355 1333 1373/1370 0.71/0.64 H–C–C bend
n23 1284 1301 1262/1244 0.60/0.36 H–C–C bend + H–C–C–C tors
n24 1215 1198 1224/1221 0.70/0.73 H–C–C bend
n25 1208 1188 1203/1197 0.68/0.63 H–C–C bend
n26 1175 1172 1183/1182 0.70/0.74 C–C stretch
n27 1094 1098 1096/1090 0.10/0.05 O¼C–C–C out-of-plane bend
n28 1055 1096 1059/1050 0.29/0.72 C–C stretch
n29 1021 993 1033/1026 0.75/0.59 H–C–C–C tors
n30 995 968 984/973 0.33/0.71 C–C stretch + H–C–C–C tors
n31 966 956 966/958 0.19/0.17 C–C stretch
n32 891 872 908/894 0.42/0.28 H–C–C bend + H–C–C–C tors + C–C–C–C

tors
n33 835 869 862/862 0.68/0.44 C–C stretch
n34 768 799 761/752 0.74/0.08 829vs C–C stretch
n35 734 729 749/749 0.58/0.02 H–C–C–C tors
n36 621 602 639/637 0.60/0.73 C–C stretch + O]C–C bend
n37 556 588 576/574 0.43/0.47 O¼C–C bend + C–C–C bend
n38 530 479 505/485 0.75/0.75 O]C–C bend + H–C–C–C tors + O]C–C–

C out-of-plane bend
n39 467 477 473/455 0.68/0.71 H–C–C–C tors + C–C–C–C tors + O]C–C–

C out-of-plane bend
n40 439 448 452/429 0.74/0.71 C–C–C bend + O]C–C–C out-of-plane

bend
n41 348 316 360/343 0.24/0.34 C–C–C bend
n42 262 260 271/270 0.27/0.74 C–C–C bend
n43 234 130 246/232 0.57/0.70 C–C–C bend
n44 188 109 163/150 0.55/0.66 C–C–C bend
n45 120 107 139/126 0.70/0.54 H–C–C–C tors
n46 102 89 114/113 0.71/0.68 H–C–C–C tors + C–C–C–C tors
n47 56 61 108/97 0.65/0.73 C–C–C–C tors
n48 45 28 87/81 0.75/0.74 C–C–C–C tors
n49 72/62 0.69/0.70 Relative rotation
n50 51/36 0.63/0.75 Relative rotation
n51 33/26 0.56/0.71 Relative rotation
Sum of electronic and thermal free energies
(Kcal mol�1)

Momomer G ¼ �385.130890
Dimer G ¼ �770.264944 DG ¼ G(dimer) � 2G(momomer) ¼ �0.003164

Remarks In the dimer, there are in-phase and out-of-phase vibrational modes, in-phase vibrational
frequency is lower than the out-of-phase vibrational frequency

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020 RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 30982–30989 | 30985
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Fig. 2 Comparison of FT-IR and LCM-Raman spectra with calculated
Raman and IR spectra of acetonylacetone.
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compared to the experimentally observed values due to the
combination of electron correlation effects and basis set de-
ciencies. By comprehensively considering the calculated and
experimental FT-Raman spectra, acetonylacetone is prone to
present a short dimer order induced by C]O vibrational td–td
interactions. While in dilute solution, due to solvation effects
and cage effects, where solvent molecules are surrounded by
solute molecules that stabilize the solvate, acetonylacetone may
present the monomer formation. Thus, the frequency of C]O
stretching is inuenced by concentration effects.

To characterize the concentration effects, we collected the
isotropic and anisotropic spectra of acetonylacetone in a variety
of volume fractions, as shown in Fig. 3. They are assigned to the
n11(C]O) stretching mode. The isotropic peak frequencies at
1710.7 cm�1 and the anisotropic peak at 1718.4 cm�1 were
assigned to the calculated wavenumbers at 1760 cm�1 and
1768 cm�1, respectively. The corresponding depolarization ratios
Fig. 3 Isotropic and anisotropic parts of the Raman spectra in the
region 1680–1750 cm�1 for neat acetonylacetone and nine other
volume fractions of acetonylacetone, 0.9, 0.8, 0.70, 0.60, 0.50, 0.40,
0.30, 0.20, and 0.05, in the binary mixture (acetonylacetone + CCl4).

30986 | RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 30982–30989
are 0.32 and 0.41. The dimer model calculations are in good
agreement with the experimental non-coincident isotropic and
anisotropic Raman data. The isotropic and anisotropic spectra, at
a variety of volume fractions of acetonylacetone in CCl4, are
shown in Fig. 3. Fig. 3 demonstrates that both isotropic and
anisotropic Raman wavenumbers of the C]O stretch increase
with the dilution of acetonylacetone by CCl4, while the separation
between isotropic and anisotropic Raman wavenumbers
decrease from 7.66 cm�1 in neat acetonylacetone to 1 cm�1 at cm
¼ 0.05. The FWHM (full width at half maxima) of the C]O
stretching modes also gets smaller and the peak gets sharper
with decreasing acetonylacetone concentrations. The peak
frequencies abstracted from Fig. 3 for isotropic (Iiso) and aniso-
tropic (Ianiso) C]O stretching Raman spectra are shown in Fig. 4.
The Raman peak frequencies of both components show an
increase in wavenumber with decreasing solute concentrations.
The difference between isotropic (Iiso) and anisotropic (Ianiso)
C]O stretching wavenumbers DyNCE decreases upon dilution
with CCl4 and reduces to 1.00 cm�1 at cm ¼ 0.05, as shown in
Fig. 5. This experimental data can be explained with our
aggregation-induced split theory. Normally, acetonylacetone
presents a dimer pattern. The dilution of the solute alters the
short-range order of the C]O stretching normal coordinate and
the relative alignment of the dimer structure. The solvent mole-
cules diffuse towards the reference molecule and break its
structure, thereby weakening the dipole–dipole interactions of
solute molecules. Thus, this leads to a decrease in the non-
coincidence effect. The breaking of the dimer structure also
makes the C]O vibrational wavenumber shi to a higher
wavenumber because the calculation shows that the C]O
stretching of themonomer lies at a higher wavenumber than that
of dimers. This is in accordance with the concentration effect
observed in experiments shown in Fig. 3 and 4.

In our study, the NCE of the C]O stretching mode of ace-
tonylacetone is positive, and may be due to the antiparallel
C]O side-by-side organization. The antiparallel C]O coupling
split the C]O vibrational wavenumber to two. It has been
Fig. 4 Variation of isotropic and anisotropic Raman peak frequencies
of the C]O stretching mode of acetonylacetone as a function of the
solute concentration.

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
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Fig. 5 Variation in NCE of the C]O stretching mode of acetonyla-
cetone as a function of solute volume fraction.
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widely known that the NCE represents a spectroscopic mani-
festation of resonant intermolecular interactions between
nearby IR-active oscillators through the transition dipole–tran-
sition dipole interaction mechanism.8–10 The cis and trans forms
of acetonylacetone have C]O Raman activity vibrational
frequencies at 1770 cm�1 and 1781 cm�1, respectively. We also
carried out IRC/path scan for the cis to trans transformation, as
shown in Fig. S1.† This is a barrierless process. In the solution,
normally, we believe that acetonylacetone predominantly bears
the anti-form but this is not the case for the Raman spectra.
Fig. 3 shows a split in the isotropic and anisotropic parts in
most of the concentrated solutions. The concentration effect
demonstrates that the aggregated structure is formed by inter-
molecular interactions, instead of intramolecular.

To study the inuence of dipole moment of the solvent
upon NCE, we collected the isotropic and anisotropic Raman
Fig. 6 The isotropic and anisotropic parts of n12(C]O) vibrational Raman
(4A ¼ 0.500).

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
spectra of acetonylacetone in a series of solvents with different
static dielectric constant, as shown in Fig. 6. The corre-
sponding NCEs were calculated and are illustrated in Fig. 7.
Generally, the value of the NCE declined with an increase in
the solvent dielectric constant with the same concentration.
This rule is consistent with Logan's theory.11,35 Especially in
water, as shown in Fig. 6, the value of the NCE is nearly equal
to zero. From ref. 27 and 28, we speculate that it may be due to
the formation of intermolecular hydrogen bonds between
protons of water and the carbonyl groups of acetonylacetone,
which hinder the dimerization of acetonylacetone molecules,
thus making the NCE disappear.

To investigate NCE solvent polarity dependent properties
and demonstrate the rationality of the dimer model, the
polarizable continuum model (PCM) was applied to calculate
the dimer structure at the hybrid B3LYP-D3 levels of theory with
the 6-311++G(d,p) basis set using the Gaussian 09 program. The
solvent polarity inuence, the optimized geometry, and the
corresponding vibrational frequencies were obtained. Table S1†
shows the DFT/PCM calculated C]O vibrational frequencies,
depolarization ratios, dielectric constants (3), dipole moments
(m)/D, and DnNCE in a variety of solvents. With a decrease in the
solvent dielectric constant, the two monomers of the acetony-
lacetone dimer became closer and the value of the NCE
increased. These results are consistent with the experimental
results shown in Fig. 7. Simultaneously, this veries that
a strong polar solvent will weaken the dimer structure of ace-
tonylacetone in the mixture while a nonpolar solvent can rein-
force the dimer structure. All results that are obtained from
experiments, the theoretical dimer model, and DFT calculations
demonstrate a consistent picture of the relationship between
the NCE behavior, a spectroscopic feature of vibrational Raman
bands, and the effect of dipolar interactions in liquid mixtures
at molecular level.
spectra of acetonylacetone in the binarymixture with different solvents

RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 30982–30989 | 30987
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Fig. 7 Variation in NCE of the C]O stretching mode of acetonyla-
cetone as a function of the solvent dielectric constant.
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IV. Conclusion

The Raman spectroscopic noncoincidence effect of the n(C]O)
band of acetonylacetone in a binary mixture has been reported
and Dynce has been measured for different concentrations. The
monomer (cis and trans forms) and dimer of acetonylacetone
were calculated at the B3LYP-D3/6-311++G (d,p) level of theory,
which makes it easy to accurately investigate the molecular
interactions through observation of concentration dependent
and NCE properties. During the dilution process, the solute–
solvent interactions weaken the dipole–dipole interactions,
which results in the Raman spectra gradually transforming
from dimer to monomer character, indicated by a blueshi in
the C]O stretching. Density functional theory (DFT) calcula-
tions based on the aggregation model provide satisfactory
results and t well with the experimental ndings while the cis
and trans forms cannot explain the Raman behavior; on the
other hand, this model and experimental data veried the
rationality of the aggregation-induced split theory. Solvent
dependent experiments show that the value of NCE decreased
with an increase in the dielectric constant of the solvent, for the
same concentration.
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