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al factors on the physicochemical
properties of functionalized polyanilines

Anastasiia N. Andriianova, *a Yuliya N. Biglova b and Akhat G. Mustafina

This review discusses the physical and physicochemical properties of polyaniline (PANI) derivatives. The

most important methods for the preparation of functionalized polyanilines are presented. The presence

of various substituents in its structure changes the polymer characteristics significantly due to steric and

electronic effects of the functional groups. This review describes the relationship between the properties

of functionalized polyanilines depending on the nature, number and position of the substituents at the

aromatic ring.
1. Introduction

The development of organic materials for optics- and
electronics-related applications appeared to scientists as one of
the most pressing problems in the past few decades.1–8 The
reason for the rapidly growing interest in this eld can be
thought of as the “excellent structural versatility achieved using
high-precision molecular design of organic compounds and an
appropriate synthetic method.” Among the vast scope of mate-
rials used in opto- and nanoelectronics, conjugated electrically
conductive polymers may be highlighted.2 Polyaniline (PANI)
occupies a special place among high-molecular compounds.
This is a natural result because of the unique set of physical and
physicochemical properties of this compound, namely, ionic
and electronic conductivity, redox activity, thermal and chem-
ical resistance, low costs, and easy monomer-to-polymer
conversion. Moreover, PANI is very attractive in terms of its
practical applications, such as in solar cells,8,9 anti-corrosion
coatings,13 shielding of electromagnetic radiation,6,7 bio/
chemical sensors,10–12 organic light-emitting diodes,14 energy
storage devices15,16 and many others. The range of existing and
potential PANI applications is very wide, however, serious
problems exist that hinder its practical use. First of all, it should
be noted as a drawback of this polymer that it does not melt and
is almost insoluble in typical organic solvents. PANI is a powder
that has no adhesion to other materials and is an intractable
material. Moreover, despite all the apparent simplicity of con-
verting a low molecular mass compound to a high molecular
mass compound, it is not so easy to synthesize PANI with
reproducible properties. Polymer samples contain various
aniline oxidation products with electrical conductivity that
differs by orders of magnitude. They also differ in spectral and
of Sciences, 71 prosp. Oktyabrya, 450054
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magnetic characteristics and their morphology differs funda-
mentally. This uncertainty inspires scientic teams, both in
Russia and abroad, to deal with the following tasks of current
interest: development of methods for controlled synthesis of
PANI to provide target products with predened morphology
and properties; use of functionalized anilines in the polymeri-
zation process to improve the product performance; expanding
the range of electrically conductive macromolecular
compounds using functionalized anilines in order to identify
efficient electroactive representatives.

Modied PANI can be synthesized in a number of ways:
(1) Polymerization of aniline pre-modied at the aromatic

ring or at the amino group;17–19

(2) Polymer-analogous conversion of PANI (incorporation of
functional groups into a polymer obtained previously);20,21

(3) Copolymerization of aniline and derivatives based on
it;22–25

(4) PANI doping.26

Thermogravimetric studies of PANI derivatives containing
various doping agents have shown that in the temperature
range of 50–100 �C, the counterion escapes from the polymer.22

This affects PANI properties signicantly, since the loss of the
doping agent impairs its key property, viz., electric conductivity.
Although doping improves the operational characteristics of the
polymer, however, the accompanying decrease in heat resis-
tance signicantly limits the eld of its practical applications.

The polymer-analogous conversions of PANI are rather
poorly covered in scientic literature, apparently due to the fact
that the polymer almost does not allow recycling. Nevertheless,
several attempts were made to incorporate substituents into the
aromatic ring in the PANImacromolecular chain.20,21,27 It should
be understood in this case that upon incomplete conversion of
the starting compound, polymers with varying chain lengths,
irregular structures and unsatisfactory target properties are very
likely to be obtained.
This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
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The most promising method for PANI modication involves
the functionalization of the initial monomer by introducing
substituents in order to synthesize mono- or disubstituted
aniline derivatives, followed by their polymerization. The
intensication of studies in this direction aimed at the devel-
opment of a variety of low molecular mass anilines for conver-
sion to high molecular mass objects should be noted as
a conrmation of the above considerations.17–19

This publication provides the most comprehensive review of
literature sources on modied PANI over the past 20 years. The
main methods and specics of the polymerization of aniline
derivatives are considered. A correlation between the nature,
amount and position of substituents at the aromatic ring and
the variation in the properties of polymers in comparison with
unsubstituted PANI is given.
2. Synthesis of polyaniline derivatives

Functionalized PANI are usually obtained by chemical poly-
merization with oxidizing agents,28 by electrochemical deposi-
tion on working electrodes made of noble metals,29 various
types of graphite and glass with an electrically conductive
coatings, as well as by interface polymerization. The properties
of the resulting high molecular mass product substantially
depend on the experimental conditions, such as temperature,
time, solvent, doping acid, and concentrations and nature of
the reagents.
2.1. Chemical synthesis

The classical oxidative polymerization of aniline derivatives
involves the monomer conversion in an aqueous solution of an
acid as the doping agent, in the presence of oxidizing agents
(potassium persulfate30 or ammonium persulfate,32,33 potas-
sium dichromate,31 or iron(III) chloride34). As a rule, the poly-
merization process is performed in an acid environment at pH
0–2. If salt formation with the monomer is hindered in aqueous
acid solutions, organic solvents are used, such as DMF, DMSO,
methanol,35 THF,36 chloroform,37 various ethers,38,39 etc. Despite
the apparent simplicity of aniline oxidative polymerization, it is
a complex multi-stage reaction. It includes two interrelated
processes: assembly of monomeric units resulting in the growth
of macromolecules, and self-organization of the growing chains
into supramolecular structures. The polymer chains in an
electrically conductive PANI contain 95–98% para-substituted
monomeric units bound head-to-tail, thus providing a devel-
oped poly-conjugated system.2

The polymerization of aniline derivatives is performed
similarly to the synthesis of unsubstituted PANI. The difference
in the conditions required for synthesizing the target product is
determined by the nature of the substituent at the aromatic ring
of the starting monomer, since it affects the basicity of the
modied aniline and incorporation of functional groups
adversely affects its reactivity. According to literature sources,
aniline derivatives containing electron-donating or weak
electron-withdrawing groups form a stable free radical in the
course of polymerization and the reaction occurs slowly.40 The
This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
situation is different if the monomer contains a strong electron-
withdrawing substituent: the free radical is unstable and poly-
merization does not occur.41 Bearing in mind the results ob-
tained in ref. 41, the authors of ref. 42–44 did the following to
successfully convert a monomer into a high molecular mass
compound: they “compensated” for some decrease in the elec-
tron density on the nitrogen atom due to the presence of an
electron-withdrawing substituent by incorporating an electron-
donating group into the aromatic ring. The problem of low
reactivity of polymerization participants is successfully resolved
using catalysts, for example, such as aniline and phenylenedi-
amine dimers.45,46 To increase the yield of the target product, it
was suggested47,48 to use catalysts such as alkali metal salts,
lithium chloride in particular, for increasing the molecular
mass.

Ultrasonic49–56 or microwave radiation57–61 are used to
improve the physicochemical properties of polymers and to
increase the product yield in the oxidative polymerization of
aniline and its functionalized derivatives. It is known that
external irradiation of this kind makes it possible to obtain
PANI derivatives in yields 2.5–3 times higher than the classical
synthetic method, the synthesis time being 5–10 minutes.59,60

The polymers that we isolated had a nanoscale supramolecular
structure, improved electrical conductivity and higher molec-
ular weights.61 The use of ultrasonic or microwave irradiation
allows one to decrease the amount of the oxidizer, thus
reducing the amount of side products and making PANI
synthesis more environmentally friendly.53
2.2. Electrochemical synthesis

Since electrochemical methods for synthesizing polymers are
advantageous in comparison with classical chemical methods,
it is quite understandable that anodic oxidation of monomers
on a working electrode is among themost commonmethods for
converting low molecular mass compounds to high molecular
mass compounds. The resulting product is “pure” and does not
require isolation from the initial monomer/oxidant/solvent
mixture. If this method of synthesis is used, it can be
combined with physical spectroscopic methods (UV, IR, visible
spectroscopy, Raman scattering, ellipsometry and con-
ductometry) in order to determine the properties of the material
in situ.

Electrochemical syntheses of PANI derivatives, which involve
the deposition of a polymer onto a working electrode made of
metals,29,62–72 carbon materials (glass carbon, graphite), or
optically transparent electrodes made of glass coated with
metals or metal oxides,37,70–74 are performed in galvanostatic,
potentiostatic, or potentiodynamic modes in a three-electrode
cell. A study of this process by scanning electron microscopy
conrmed that the most homogeneous products are obtained
in the potential cycling mode.76

The electrolytes commonly used in the syntheses of polymers
include acids, such as HClO4, H2SO4, HCl, HBF4, and HF, as
well as various buffer solutions. To convert substituted anilines
insoluble in aqueous solutions of acids into high molecular
RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 7468–7491 | 7469
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mass products, a mixture of an aqueous acid solution (70%) and
an organic solvent, acetonitrile (30%), is used.29

The substituents present in the aniline molecule affect the
electrochemical process considerably: the electron-donating
ones decrease the oxidation potential due to a decrease in the
basicity of the nitrogen atom (alkyl and alkoxy groups), while
the electron-withdrawing ones hinder the polymer formation.
The latter results from an increase in the positive charge on the
nitrogen atom and destabilizes it compared with aniline, thus
decreasing the reactivity. For example, it was found in a number
of studies that substituted aniline containing a sulfo and
alkoxysulfo group did not undergo electropolymerization.35,75–77

In order to prevent the overoxidation of the polymer lm, the
anodic limit of the polymerization potential during the elec-
trosynthesis of functionalized high molecular mass anilines is
maintained at low values. At the initial stages of the process, the
PANI lm grows slowly, but aer about 20 cycles this process
accelerates signicantly and approaches completion aer 50
cycles at a scan rate of 10–100 mV s�1, which indicates its low
electrical conductivity.63–70
2.3. Interface polymerization

Scientic literature contains rather few examples of the inter-
face polymerization of aniline and its derivatives. Depending on
the polymerization conditions, PANI can form a wide range of
supramolecular structures. These are one-, two- and three-
dimensional particles, as well as complex hierarchical struc-
tures corresponding to different types of macromolecule
packing.78 Upon completion of the synthesis, the resulting
macromolecule agglomerates cannot be melted or dissolved;
the polymer structure remains unchanged. Thus, the synthesis
irreversibly “freezes” not only the molecular assembly of chains
but also their supramolecular packaging.

As a rule, the interface polymerization is performed at room
temperature. Aniline is dissolved in an organic solvent (chlo-
roform, hexane), and an aqueous solution of an oxidizing agent
(potassium dichromate, ammonium persulfate or perox-
ydisulfate, iron chloride) is gradually added with vigorous stir-
ring to the monomer solution in order to initiate the
polymerization. The formation of a greenish-blue precipitate is
observed in 5–10 minutes aer the reaction is started. The
synthesis is completed aer 24 hours of stirring, then water is
added to the reaction mixture in order to complete the precip-
itation. Some researchers prefer aqueous solutions of acids as
solvents for the oxidizing agents. The yield of the target product
in the synthesis described above is no higher than 50%.37,47,74–82

Despite the simplicity of the experiment, it appears that the low
popularity of this method for synthesizing high molecular mass
compounds is explained by the low product yields.
3. Physicochemical properties of
polyaniline derivatives

As noted above, PANI has a unique set of properties that favor
its widespread use in many areas of technology. Nevertheless,
its extremely low solubility in typical organic solvents and the
7470 | RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 7468–7491
lack of adhesion to other materials signicantly limits its
practical use. Its another drawback is that due to the complexity
of the synthesis of PANI samples with reproducible properties,
the electrical conductivity of oxidative polymerization products
differs by orders of magnitude. Therefore, it is of scientic and
practical interest to study the effect of substituents on the set of
properties of functionalized PANI in order to identify the most
efficient representatives of this class of compounds.
3.1. Solubility

PANI belongs to poorly soluble compounds, but the situation
changes upon incorporation of substituents at the monomer's
aromatic ring.

The nature of the substituent may help improve the solu-
bility in organic or inorganic media.38,40,47,48,74

It was noticed that incorporation of substituents that acti-
vate the ortho and para positions (–CH3, –OCH3) into PANI
aromatic ring improved its solubility in polar solvents: DFMA,
DMSO, N-methylpyrrolidone, methanol, ethanol, acetone, and
partially in chloroform.47,48,79,83 A signicant improvement in
solubility is observed for disubstituted PANI derivatives, e.g.
with long alkoxy groups, up to 400 g l�1 in water, 100 g l�1 in
acetonitrile, 50 and 40 g l�1 in acetone and tetrahydrofuran,
respectively.84 Experimental results demonstrated a benecial
effect of the presence of oxygen-containing groups on the
solubility of functionalized PANI in polar media. Solubility
improvement is achieved in the presence of other heteroatom-
containing substituents in the PANI macromolecule. In fact,
halogen derivatives show an increase in solubility in strongly
polar media (H2SO4, DMF, DMSO, N-methyl-2-pyrrolidi-
none),24,85 while the thiophene substituent at the ortho position
of the aromatic ring of PANI increases the solubility in non-
polar solvents.35 Although the increase in solubility in typical
organic solvents is negligible for PANI with an unsubstituted
amino group at the ortho position, it increases strongly in acidic
media.86

The presence of a doping agent drastically affects the prop-
erties of PANI. A good example is given by the solubility of the
fully doped sulfo derivative of PANI: on reaching the maximum
content of chlorosulfonic acid in the polymer, its solubility
increases 4-fold.87–89 Therefore, the groups framing the macro-
molecular chain are crucial for the solubility of functionalized
PANI: they must be charged. Polymers of this type are called
self-doped because the substituents act as a doping agent. The
solubility of such PANI derivatives both in water and in organic
media increases with an increase in the number of acid groups
in the macromolecule's side chain, whereas the presence of
anionic groups benecially affects the solubility in
bases.75–77,89–94

One of the reasons for the solubility improvement is
assumed47,48 to lie in the formation of an oligomeric product
due to the presence of a substituent that causes a kinetic effect
and a decrease in the chain growth rate.

Thus, the presence of various substituents at the aromatic
ring of the starting aniline affects the growth of the macromo-
lecular chain and the molecular mass of the target product. The
This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
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increase in the solubility of functionalized PANI should be
attributed to the presence of C–R bonds along themain polymer
chain (where R is an electron-donor substituent: -Alk, -OAlk,
-Hal, etc.), which results in an increase in the macromolecule
exibility in comparison with the rigid PANI structure.24
Fig. 1 A cyclic voltammogram of PANI (versus Ag/AgCl) in acidified
aqueous solution.
3.2. Electrochemical properties

PANI shows redox activity.48 Electron transfer processes occur
under the action of oxidizing/reducing agents or upon appli-
cation of a potential to an electrode modied with a polymer. It
is known that three stable oxidation states are characteristic of
PANI (Scheme 1), as the cyclic voltammogram (CV) of the
polymer shows (Fig. 1).

The maxima on the CV correspond to transitions between
the oxidized forms. Emeraldine is the most stable form of PANI
(from +0.2 to +0.8 V) (Scheme 1b), and at potential values below
+0.2 V it is in fully reduced state, i.e., in the form of leucoe-
meraldine (Scheme 1a). Pernigraniline, which exists at poten-
tials above +0.8 V (Scheme 1c), appears to be the most oxidized
form of PANI. If the applied potential increases above +0.8 V,
the polymer undergoes irreversible changes95 that oen give
a third peak on the CV. The latter phenomenon indicates the
loss of electroactivity by PANI observed upon overoxidation.96

Incorporation of various functional groups at the PANI
aromatic ring shis the potential (E) of redox transitions in the
high molecular mass compound.63,65,67,70 The value of E is an
important parameter for comparison of PANI derivatives and
for estimating the electrophysical characteristics of
compounds. The effect of substituents on the redox behavior of
PANI derivatives is determined by the nature of the functional
group and by its effect, i.e., electronic or steric.

Alkyl and alkoxy substituents are the most common electron-
donating groups. Incorporation of these substituents into
a macromolecule increases the potential of the rst redox
transition in the polymer.20,21,41,47,48,63,65,67,70,74 These shis in
PANI alkyl derivatives can be explained taking into account the
structure and conformational changes caused by the presence
of substituents. It is known that the electronic properties of
aromatic macromolecular systems are determined by changes
in the torsion angle (dihedral angle) between the adjacent rings
Scheme 1 PANI redox transitions: (a) leucoemeraldine, (b) emeraldine
salt, (c) pernigraniline (R ¼ –H, –CH3, –C5H9, etc.).

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
in a polymer chain. The presence of a substituent decreases the
degree of conjugation by increasing the torsion angle due to
a bulky alkyl group and hence decreases the degree of orbital
overlapping between the p-electrons of the aromatic ring and
the unshared electron pair on the nitrogen atom. Incorporation
of a substituent increases the energy of the radical cation of the
semi-oxidized form of PANI (Scheme 1b), which hinders its
formation from the completely reduced polyamine (Scheme 1a),
i.e., increases the oxidation potential of the leucoemeraldine
form.

At the same time, it may be assumed that the electron-
donating effect of an alkyl group would stabilize the radical
cation and thus decrease the oxidation potential. However,
steric effects prevail over electron effects. The formation of the
radical cation of a PANI derivative results in a lower E1/2 for the
second redox process (compared to unsubstituted PANI). The
oxidation to the non-protonated quinonediimine form occurs
more readily due to the formation of two completely sp2

hybridized nitrogen atoms, which decreases the steric
hindrance due to a change in the bond angles at these
atoms.63,65

As the length of the alkyl group at an aniline ortho position
increases, the oxidation potential decreases, which is consistent
with the spatial rather than electronic effect of the electron-
donating group.

Unlike alkyl groups, alkoxy substituents have a more
appreciable electronic effect on the electrochemical properties
of PANI derivatives and decrease their oxidation poten-
tial.63,65,67,70 For example, polymethoxyaniline has a atter
conformation and therefore a lower oxidation potential. It is
interesting that the oxidation potential of an ortho-methox-
yaniline isomer, viz., 2-aminobenzylalcohol, is much higher.63

In the former case, the substituent is bound through an oxygen
atom, and in the latter case, through a carbon atom. As a result,
–CH2OH causes an electron-withdrawing effect whereas –OCH3

causes an electron-donating effect. Based on the above, it
should be believed that electron-donating groups have
a pronounced benecial effect on the electrophysical charac-
teristics of the polymer.
RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 7468–7491 | 7471
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Incorporation of more than one functional group at the
aniline's aromatic ring decreases the oxidation potential in
comparison with monosubstituted derivatives. It should also be
noted that the presence of two methoxy groups at the aromatic
ring decreases the oxidation potential relative to dialkyl-
substituted or alkyl-alkoxy-substituted products. The lower
potential of the rst redox transition is explained by the strong
electron-donating properties of the alkoxy group and formation
of a planar structure. Replacement of one alkoxy group with
a methyl group increases the oxidation potential due to an
increase in the torsion angle, whereas replacement of two
–OCH3 groups with two –CH3 groups gives a more twisted
polymer, as conrmed by an increase in the oxidation potential.
The presence of two alkoxy groups also affects the polymeriza-
tion rate: it decreases with an increase in the substituent chain
length. In view of the above, extension of the carbon chain in
the alkoxy group should reduce the oxidation potential, never-
theless it gradually increases. This is apparently due to an
increase in the steric effect.

Considerable shis of the redox peaks were also noted for
polyanthranilic acid. These are due to the different stabilization
of the radical cations formed during the polymerization.80 Two
oxidation peaks appear at 0.12 and 0.65 V versus Ag/AgCl. They
correspond to the transitions from leucoemeraldine to emer-
aldine and from emeraldine to the perigraniline state of poly-
anthranilic acid, respectively. The redox nature of
polyanthranilic acid was compared with that of PANI. It was
noted that the peak caused by the second redox process had
a higher potential than that observed in the case of PANI (E ¼
0.23 V versus Ag/AgCl). It should be borne in mind that bulky
substituents (–COOH) at the aromatic ring cause stronger
twisting and hence decrease the degree of chain conjugation.
The latter adversely affects the stability of the polysemiquinone
radical cations formed in the rst redox process. Since the
radical cation of polyanthranilic acid polysemiquinone is less
stable in comparison with that of PANI, a higher potential is
required for its formation. The potential of the second redox
peak of polyanthranilic acid is smaller than that of PANI (E ¼
0.79 V versus Ag/AgCl) in 0.5 N H2SO4.80 Hence, the oxidation of
polysemiquinone with simultaneous deprotonation occurs
more readily in polyanthranilic acid than in PANI. Like in the
case of alkyl substituents, an increase in the bond angle at the
nitrogen atom decreases the steric strain.80

It is signicant that the oxidation potentials of all
substituted PANI derivatives are smaller than that of unsub-
stituted PANI, which indicates that PANI derivatives are
oxidized more readily (Table 1).

Comparative analysis of the effect of electron-donating and
electron-withdrawing groups in high molecular weight aniline
(Table 1) on the oxidation potential has shown that the latter
increases in the series: poly-2-uoroaniline < poly-2-
chloroaniline < polymethylaniline < PANI.98 Thus, electron-
withdrawing substituents that decrease the electron density
on the nitrogen atom favor a decrease in the oxidation potential.
7472 | RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 7468–7491
3.3. Electrochemical stability

Examination of the PANI structure allows it to be stated that it
can exist in numerous states.99 Immersion of PANI in an elec-
trolyte solution causes a change in its redox state depending on
the applied potential, and this change is reversible.96 According
to E. M. Genies and P. Noel,100 this behavior is also observed in
PANI derivatives.

Incorporation of functional groups at the monomer's
aromatic ring favorably affects the polymer stability. New PANI
derivatives with higher electrochemical stability in comparison
with the unsubstituted polymer were suggested.100 For example,
the presence of a hexyl substituent at the PANI aromatic ring
increases the redox stability in electrochemical processes rela-
tive to unsubstituted PANI:8 ortho-propylaniline and ortho-hex-
ylaniline lost only 10% of their active charge capacity aer 160
cycles between �0.15 and +0.4 V (versus Cu/CuF) in the envi-
ronment of NH4F � 2.35 HF. The presence of an electron-
donating substituent in the macromolecular chain inhibits
the polymer overoxidation and hydrolysis processes.96

If the substituent simultaneously plays the role of a doping
agent, the stability of PANI derivatives increases relative to the
unsubstituted polymer. The voltammograms of the poly-ortho-
sulfoaniline lm obtained in 1 M HCl remain almost
unchanged aer 48 hour scanning in the range between 0.0 and
0.6 V at 50 mV s�1 (approximately 5000 cycles).94

Increasing the PANI charge capacity and stability is aimed at
expanding its application in energy storage devices.
Compounds with disulde bonds seem to be promising mate-
rials in this eld (Fig. 2).101

In the case of PANI, incorporation of these bonds results in
a energy capacity increase due to the intramolecular self-
catalysis between the PANI macromolecular chain (doping/
dedoping of the p-conjugated system) and disulde bonds in
the framing groups (breakdown/formation of S–S bonds). Since
the oxidation–reduction of conductive PANI and disulde
bonds occurs in an identical potential range, the Li/poly[bis(2-
aminophenyloxy)disulde] test cell displays a cathode charge
capacity of 230 mA kg�1 and an energy density of 460 mW h
kg�1 on the cathode, which is about 2 times higher than the
parameters of inorganic intercalation compounds.101

In order to increase the PANI capacity, a ferrocene-
containing substituent is incorporated in its side chain
(Scheme 2).102 Charge/discharge tests demonstrated that the
PANI derivative in question showed an elevated cycling stability
relative to the unsubstituted analogue even aer 30 cycles.

The electrochemical properties of a poly-ortho-methoxyani-
line lm were studied in an ionic liquid electrolyte.103 The
experiment showed that the polymer has a high specic
capacity of 260 F g�1 for 80% 1-butyl-3-methylimidazolyl tetra-
uoroborate (liquid electrolyte) in polyethylene glycol and good
electrochemical stability for a period of 3000 cycles. The specic
energy shows a 70% retention from the initial value, and the
specic power remains extremely stable throughout the entire
cycling period. According to literature, this is the rst report on
the study of polymer lms in an ionic liquid and in a poly-
ethylene glycol electrolyte.103
This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
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Table 1 Oxidation potential of polyaniline derivatives

Polymer Eox, V Ref. Polymer Eox, V Ref.

PANI 0.12 63 Poly-ortho-methylaniline 0.20 63
Poly-2-methoxyaniline 0.08 63 Poly-2-aminobenzyl alcohol 0.22 63
Poly-ortho-ethylaniline 0.30 67 Poly-2-ethoxyaniline 0.12 65
Poly-ortho-propylaniline 0.15 95 Poly-2-methoxy-5-methylaniline 0.16 63
Poly-ortho-hexylaniline 0.20 95 Poly-2-hexyloxyaniline 0.09 65
Poly-2,5-dimethylaniline 0.24 63 Poly-2,5-dihexyloxyaniline 0.09 65
Poly-ortho-butoxyaniline 0.09 65 Poly-2,5-dimethoxyaniline 0.07 65
Poly-ortho-uoroaniline 0.52 98 Poly-2,5-dibutoxyaniline 0.09 65
Poly-ortho-chloroaniline 0.29 113 Polyanthranilic acid 0.23 80
Poly[bis(2-aminophenyloxy)disulde] 0.32 101 Poly-[6-(2-aminophenol-9H-yl)-hexylferrocene carboxylate] 0.24 102

Fig. 2 Poly[bis(2-aminophenyloxy)disulfide.

Scheme 3 PANI structure: (a) bipolaron (dication); (b and c) polaron
106
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3.4. Conductivity

PANI is among the most prominent representatives of electri-
cally conductive polymers. It has a controlled electronic
conductivity in the range of 10�10 to 101 S cm�1 as well as ionic
conductivity.
Scheme 2 Scheme of synthesizing 6-(2-aminophenol-9H-yl)-hexylferr

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
The PANI chain is a regular sequence of monomeric units
providing conjugation of the p-electron clouds on the aromatic
ring and the unshared electron pair on the nitrogen atom,
which overlap above and below the plane of the polymer
chain.104,105 The conjugated system of the macromolecular
compound determines the level of charge carrier mobility. The
conductivity of PANI depends on the content and mobility of
positive polarons (radical cations on nitrogen atoms, charge
carriers) in it that are formed during oxidation (Scheme 3). In
fact, leucoemeraldine contains no oxidized nitrogen atoms,
therefore its conductivity is low, 10�8 to 10�10 S cm�1.109 During
oxidation and with an increase in the number of charge carriers,
the electrical conductivity increases. Emeraldine, a stable semi-
oxidized form of PANI, has high conductivity (10–100 S cm�1).
ocenecarboxylate.88

(cation radical).

RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 7468–7491 | 7473
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Further oxidation of PANI results in a decrease in electrical
conductivity, while pernigraniline, the completely oxidized
form, is even a dielectric (10�10 S cm�1).

The effect of substituents on the electronic conductivity of
PANI depends on their nature. The presence of both electron-
donating and electron-withdrawing groups in the macromole-
cule results in a decrease in electrical conductivity, but it is
caused by different reasons.

The electrical conductivity of doped forms of PANI deriva-
tives with electron-donating substituents (poly-ortho-toluidine,
poly-ortho-ethylaniline, poly-ortho-propylaniline) is higher than
that of their undoped forms but lower than that of PANI. The
decrease in conductivity was explained63,65 by the fact that
incorporation of a methyl group at the benzene ring increases
the torsion angle between the conjugated rings and thereby
reduces the steric strain with increasing distance between the
polymer units. The decrease in conductivity also depends on the
size of the functional group that is present. The longer and
bulkier the substituent in the side chain, the greater the steric
effect is and the less accessible is the nitrogen atom for the
doping agent that is a charge carrier, and hence, the higher is
the shielding effect of the group.102 Experimental data show
(Table 2) that the steric effects that are due to the increase in the
dihedral angle upon incorporation of alkyl substituents prevail
over the electronic effects. The results are consistent with the
measurements of the conductivity of PANI and alkyl substituted
derivatives: it was found that the conductivity decreases in the
series PANI > poly-ortho-toluidine > poly-ortho-ethylaniline >
poly-ortho-propylaniline.63,65

The presence of an oxygen-containing electron-donating
group at the ortho position of aniline, like with alkyl groups,
results in a decrease in electrical conductivity. However, despite
the narrowing of the band gap in poly-ortho-methoxyaniline, the
conductivity of this material is signicantly lower than that of
alkyl derivatives which, in turn, widen the band gap. Apparently,
Table 2 Conductivity of polyaniline derivatives

Polymer S cm�1 Ref.

PANI 10–100 109
Poly-2-methylaniline 0.26 63

0.13 70
Poly-2-aminobenzyl alcohol 1.7 � 10�3 63
Poly-2-ethylaniline 8.2 � 10�3 70
Poly-2,5-dimethylaniline 3.0 � 10�6 63
Poly-2-methoxy-5-methylaniline 5.8 � 10�3 63
Poly-ortho-butoxyaniline 2.0 � 10�3 65
Poly-2-hexyloxyaniline 1.0 � 10�5 65
poly(2-methoxyaniline-5-phosphonic acid) 0.2 42
Poly-2-phenylenediamine 1.2 � 10�3 106
2,5-bis[2-(2-methoxyethoxy)ethoxy]aniline 1.7 � 10�3 35

Poly-3-uoroaniline 6.5 � 10�7 24
9.2 � 10�1 98

2,5-Poly-diuoroaniline 1.7 � 10�9 116
2,6-Poly-diuoroaniline 3.0 � 10�10 116
Poly-2,6-di(thiophen-2-yl)aniline 3.0 � 10�7 36
Poly-[2-(2-hydroxyethoxy)aniline] 4.6 � 10�3 108

7474 | RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 7468–7491
this can be explained by the electronic effect of alkoxy groups on
the properties of the polymer. It was noted67 that the electrical
conductivity of poly-ortho-methoxyaniline is higher than that of
its isomer, poly-2-aminobenzylalcohol. The larger volume of the
–CH2OH group in comparison with –OCH3 results in a more
twisted polymer with a low degree of conjugation and low
conductivity. Based on this information, it was assumed that an
atom with a low van der Waals radius (e.g., oxygen) favors the
formation of a polymer with good electrical properties.67,70

An increase in the number of substituents at the aromatic
ring of aniline leads to a larger torsion angle relative to mono-
substituted derivatives, which causes a decrease in electrical
conductivity.65 In fact, the lateral bond relieves the strain, and
more regular polymer structures are formed. Bulky substituents
(alkyl groups) induce additional deformation along the macro-
molecular chain. The latter favors a decrease in the degree of
conjugation and hence a decrease in conductivity (for example,
poly-(2,5-dimethylaniline)). Substituted poly-2,5-alkoxyanilines
have a lower band gap and higher electrical conductivity in
comparison with alkyl derivatives. However, replacement of an
alkoxy group at position 5 of the aromatic ring with an alkyl
group results in a sharp conductivity decrease due to an
increase in the torque angle of the polymer main chain caused
by the steric effect of the alkyl substituent. In comparison with
PANI, poly-2,5-dialkoxyaniline has a lower oxidation potential,
possibly due to an increase in the distance between the chains.
Elongation of the carbon chain in dialkoxy derivatives of PANI
decreases the conductivity. In the case of short substituents
(–OCH3, –OC2H5), the presence of a second alkoxy group at
position 5 gives materials with improved conductivity owing to
the formation of a more regular structure.65 However, this is not
observed in disubstituted polymers with long side chains, since
the interchain distance increases in this case.

As mentioned above, elongation of the chain of a substituent
at the aromatic ring decreases the electrical conductivity.
Polymer S cm�1 Ref.

Poly-2-methoxyaniline 144.5 26
Poly-3-methylaniline 7.5 � 10�2 70

Poly-2-methoxyaniline 0.14 63
Poly-2-ethoxyaniline 3.0 � 10�3 65
Poly-2,5-dimethoxyaniline 0.2 63
Poly-2,5-dibutoxyaniline 7.0 � 10�4 65
Poly-2,5-dihexyloxyaniline 1.0 � 10�6 65
poly[bis(2-aminophenyloxy)disulde] 6.4 � 10�2 101
Poly-meta-aminophenol 5.0 � 10�4 85
2,5-bis(2-methoxyethoxy)aniline 2.4 � 10�3 35
Poly-2-chloroaniline 2.2 � 10�4 40

8.4 � 10�4 98
Poly-2,6-dibromoaniline 1.5 � 10�8 36

3,5-Poly-diuoroaniline 2.0 � 10�10 116
Poly-1-naphthalamine 5.5 � 10�2 109
poly[2-(2,3-dihydroxypropoxy)aniline] 2.8 � 10�3 108
Poly-3-aminophenylboric acid 0.14 89

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
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Scheme 4 Poly-1-naphthylamine.
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Nevertheless, no noticeable dependence of electrical conduc-
tivity of polymers upon elongation of substituents was observed
(Fig. 3), and the electrical conductivity of these materials was
(1.7–2.4) � 10�3 S cm�1.83 Incorporation of one or two addi-
tional hydroxy groups in PANI functionalized with an alkoxy
group causes a conductivity decrease in comparison with PANI
due to a planarity violation in the macromolecular chain
structure.107

The great importance of the PANI's planar structure is
conrmed by the fact that its well studied derivative, poly-1-
naphthylamine (Scheme 4), is characterized by a at structure
of the macromolecular chain and its conductivity reaches
0.055–0.083 S cm�1.108

Incorporation of an amino or hydroxy group at the aromatic
ring of PANI changes the polymer structure.86,110,111 According to
these studies, poly-meta-aminophenol and poly-ortho-phenyl-
enediamine form ladder-type structures with open and closed
rings (Fig. 4). The properties of the compounds differ: polymers
with open ring structure have higher solubility and the
following conductivity in doped state: poly-meta-aminophenol,
1.0 � 10�7 S cm�1; poly-ortho-phenylenediamine, 1.2 �
10�3 S cm�1.

Since the electron-donating effect of alkyl groups adversely
affects the conductivity of PANI, it had to be expected that an
electron-withdrawing substituent would increase it. However,
the electrical conductivity of poly-ortho-chloroaniline, which is
the highest among halogen derivatives,24,84,85,112 is signicantly
lower than that of its ortho-alkyl-substituted
analogues.40,84,98,113,114 This result conrms the fact that the
decrease in conductivity upon incorporation of alkyl groups is
to a greater extent due to the steric effect than to the electronic
one. The low electrical conductivity of the PANI halo-derivatives
may result from a decrease in intramolecular charge diffusion
due to electron-withdrawing side groups and variation in the
structure planarity.24

The electrical conductivity of monosubstituted halogenated
polymers is higher than that of PANI dihalo-derivatives.115,116 An
important role belongs to the halogen electronegativity: the
electrical conductivity decreases with its increase in the series of
halogen-containing PANI derivatives.83,112,115 In the case of poly-
dihaloanilines, a low doping level is observed due to the
electron-withdrawing effect of substituents leading to
a decrease in the basicity of nitrogen atoms. Under these
conditions, the doping possibilities are minimal, hence a low
conductivity is observed.115 Of the PANI derivatives with
Fig. 3 Poly-2,5-bis(2-methoxyethoxy)aniline.24

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
substituents at positions 3,5-, 2,6- and 2,5- studied by Rubio
et al.,116 the latter shows the best conductivity (Fig. 5). Since
halogens at positions 2,5- and 2,6- affect the basicity of the
nitrogen atom more strongly, the level of doping and hence the
conductivity of this sample is the largest.

Studies on the synthesis of various PANI derivatives with
heteroatom-containing substituents49,100,101 are rather inter-
esting. For example, a number of disubstituted PANI derivatives
were obtained62 in order to study the structure–property (solu-
bility and conductivity) relationships (Fig. 6). It was found that
with an increase in the volume of substituents framing the
macromolecule, the electrical conductivity decreased from the
methoxy group at position 2,6- or 3,5- to 2,6-dithiophen-2-yl and
2,6-dibromopolyaniline.62

As a rule, heteroatom-containing substituents are inten-
tionally incorporated in PANI in order to change some specic
properties of the nal material and to expand the spectrum of
possible applications in a particular industry.37,101,102 In order to
increase the charge capacity of PANI, we obtained a polymer
with disulde bridges, i.e., poly[bis(2-aminophenyloxy)
disulde], whose electrical conductivity is 2–3 orders of
magnitude lower than that of PANI – 6.4 � 10�2 S cm�1

(Fig. 7).102

An increase in the capacity of a material is also achieved in
the case of a synthesized ferrocene-containing polymer (Scheme
2) with an electrical conductivity of 2.1 � 10�6 S cm�1.102 In this
case, the decrease in electrical conductivity is due to the pres-
ence of bulky substituents with a large steric substituent effect,
which disrupts the conjugated structure of the polymer chain
Fig. 4 Structure of poly-meta-aminophenol with closed ring (a) and
open ring (b).

RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 7468–7491 | 7475
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Fig. 5 Substituted PANI: 3,5- (a), 2,6- (b), 2,5- (c).

Fig. 6 Structures of 2,6-di(thiophen-2-yl)aniline (a) and N1-(2,6-
di(thiophenyl-2-yl)phenyl)benzene-1,4-diamine (b).

Fig. 7 2-Aminophenyloxydisulfide monomer.100

Fig. 8 Scheme of orientation of polymer side chains under external
magnetic field.37
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and reduces the electron transfer along the macromolecule.
This induced chain twisting not only increases the energy
barrier of charge transfer but also reduces the charge delocal-
ization along the chain.101

A synthesis of a PANI containing a substituent with liquid
crystal properties in the side chain was reported.37 The sample
in undoped state had a conductivity of 10�11 S cm�1. In
a magnetic eld, the side substituents changed orientation and
became strictly perpendicular to the main polymer chain. As
a result, the conductivity increased to 10�6 S cm�1 (Fig. 8). The
change in electrical conductivity by 5 orders of magnitude can
be attributed to the alignment of the polymer chain and
a signicant increase in the conjuration length.

Incorporation of dopants is an efficient way for modifying
PANI. Bearing in mind that the counterion readily leaves the
polymer under the effect of external factors, it is important that
substituents causing a self-doping effect be present in the
aromatic ring of the macromolecular chain. A large number of
studies dealt with this urgent problem, that is, synthesizing
7476 | RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 7468–7491
substituted PANI with a self-doped polymer system.42–44,75,76

However, the electrical conductivity of these materials is low.
The experimental electrical conductivity values of the acid
sample obtained in ref. 44 are about 10�9 S cm�1. These low
values should be attributed to the presence of a strong electron-
withdrawing group in the functionalized PANI macromolecule,
which simultaneously reduces the electron density on the
nitrogen atom and the degree of polymerization.43,44,75 To
compensate the effects of the electron-withdrawing substituent,
an electron-donating group was incorporated at the ortho
position of the aromatic ring (Fig. 9). As a result, a water-soluble
polymer with enhanced electrical conductivity (0.02 S cm�1) was
obtained.43,44,75

The rst successful synthesis of a self-doped PANI was
carried out by Epstein.117 As expected, sulfonation of PANI
signicantly improved its solubility118–121 and benecially
affected the conductive properties.122 The electrical conductivity
of PANI sulfonic acid derivatives depends on the sulfur : ni-
trogen ratio. It determines the degree of doping of a high
molecular mass compound, which affects the number of
polarons, i.e., charge carriers in the polymer. As the S : N ratio
increases, the solubility improves noticeably, while the
Fig. 9 Poly-2-methoxyaniline-5-phosphoric acid.

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
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electrical conductivity of the sample decreases from 0.023 to 1.7
� 10�5 S cm�1.86–88

It was found in a study of the behavior of self-doped poly-3-
aminophenylboric acid (Fig. 10) over a wide pH range89 that the
tetrahedral boron atom is stable during potential cycling and
thus it increases the polymer's electroactivity. Its conductivity
reaches a maximum in an intermediate state between the fully
reduced form, leucoemeraldine, and the fully oxidized form,
pernigraniline. As the pH increases from 1 to 8, the electrical
conductivity of poly-3-aminophenylboric acid changes from
0.14 to 0.03 S cm�1 (potential range 0.1–0.4 V). Non-modied
PANI shows a decrease in the maximum conductivity by
almost 2 orders of magnitude at pH values from 0 to 4.89

Thus, the main factors affecting the conductivity of PANI
derivatives are the parameters determining the nature of the
substituent, viz., electron-donating and electron-withdrawing
properties, as well as the volume of the functional group. The
effect of environment pH on the properties of PANI derivatives
whose aromatic rings contain orientants of the rst or second
kind is also important.115,116,123 Acids better protonate deriva-
tives with an electron-donating group, as conrmed by UV
spectroscopy and electrical conductivity data. Upon incorpora-
tion of electron-withdrawing substituents as themacromolecule
framing groups, the basicity of the nitrogen atom decreases and
protonation of PANI derivatives only occurs in highly acidic
media.115,116 Moreover, protonation with bulkier acids occurs
more easily.123 It is interesting that the dependence of the
electrical conductivity on the acid concentration used in the
synthesis is nonlinear. Electrical conductivity rst increases
with an increase in acid concentration, but only to a certain
point. A further increase in the medium acidity results in
a conductivity decrease due to possible substitution at the
aromatic ring.26

The history of the electrically conductive material, i.e., the
choice of an appropriate method for the polymer synthesis and
oxidizing agents, also plays a role in achieving high electrical
conductivity. In fact, the conductivity of halo-containing PANI
samples was found to depend on whether potassium dichro-
mate is used in its synthesis: the conductivity decreases in this
case.115,116 The degree of polymer crystallinity determined by the
synthesis technique also affects the conductivity of functional-
ized PANI samples. As it was noted,21 the highest degree of
crystallinity, and hence the maximum electrical conductivity of
PANI derivatives, are reached when they are obtained by inter-
face polymerization. Table 2 shows the electrical conductivity
values of PANI derivatives, which can be used to track the
dependence of the polymer properties on its structure.
Fig. 10 Poly-3-aminophenylboric acid.

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
3.5. Optical properties

Comparative studies of the electronic spectra of unsubstituted
PANI and its derivatives provide an understanding of the
molecular geometry changes caused by the effect of substitu-
ents on the main polymer chain.

The PANI absorption spectrum is characterized by two
absorption maxima at 330 and 620 nm. The rst one corre-
sponds to the p–p* electron transition between the adjacent
conjugated aromatic rings in the polymer chain. The second
absorption maximum at longer wavelengths is due to the n–p*
electronic transition in the PANI's quinoid moiety. The areas
under these peaks correspond to the number of benzoid and
quinoid moieties in the polymer. Therefore, it is possible to
determine the ratio of oxidized and non-oxidized moieties in
the macromolecular chain.

The electronic spectra of PANI derivatives also consist of two
absorption bands.47,48,65,67,70,79 Nevertheless, when various
substituents are incorporated at the PANI's aromatic ring,
a shi in the absorption maxima relative to the unsubstituted
polymer is observed due to electronic and steric effects from the
polymer's framing groups.69

It is noted in literature sources64–66,70 that alkyl groups at the
ortho position result in a hypsochromic shi of the PANI's
absorption maxima, while alkoxy groups cause a bathochromic
shi. This fact indicates that electron-donating groups have
various effects on the properties of PANI. The tetrahedral
carbon atom of the alkyl group increases the torsion angle of the
polymer chain and a non-planar polymer structure is formed.
For this reason, the hypsochromic shi in polyalkylanilines is
due to the steric factor (Fig. 11).

At the same time, alkoxy groups bound to the aromatic ring
through an oxygen atom lead to smaller deformation of the
planar conformation of the PANI derivative.67 It is believed65

that in the latter case, a more planar polymer structure is
formed because the van der Waals radius of the oxygen atom in
the methoxy group (1.40 �A) is smaller than that of the carbon
atom in the methyl group (2.00�A). Therefore, the bathochromic
shi of the absorption maximum of polymethoxyaniline is most
likely caused by the electronic effect of the alkoxy group.63,65,67 It
Fig. 11 Electronic absorption spectrum of PANI derivatives in DMF.
Reproduced with permission from ref. 70.
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Fig. 12 Electronic spectrum of PANI derivatives in DMSO. Reproduced
with permission from ref. 85.
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was found later that incorporation of the second alkoxy group
contributes to an even greater bathochromic shi of the
absorption maximum.65 Upon elongation of the substituent's
carbon chain, the bathochromic shi of the absorption peaks
increases, which can be attributed to the strong electron-
donating properties of alkoxy groups (Table 3).

An increase in the hypsochromic shi of the absorption
maximum is observed for PANI alkyl derivatives with elongated
side chains.47,48,67,78

PANI derivatives with electron-withdrawing substituents also
exhibit a bathochromic and hypsochromic shi of absorption
maxima.27,84,97 Halo derivatives of PANI have an absorption
maximum with a bathochromic shi with respect to PANI that
is due to the presence of an electron-withdrawing halogen
substituent that decreases the delocalization of the electric
charge in the conjugated polymer system (Fig. 12).98

With an increase in the electronegativity of the halogen
substituent, the absorption peak shis bathochromically.84

However, a hypsochrome shi (315 nm) was observed for PANI
bromo and iodo derivatives (Fig. 13). Since the atomic radii of
bromine and iodine are larger than that of chlorine, they
signicantly distort the planarity of PANI's high molecular
structure, which results in a sharp decrease in the conjugation
length along the main polymer chain. In this case, the steric
effect of halogen substituents predominates over their elec-
tronic effect. It was noted that the hypsochromic shi increases
with an increase in the bromine content in functionalized
PANI.27

The absorption maxima of poly-ortho-phenylenediamine are
shied relative to those of PANI towards shorter wavelengths
due to the steric effect of the functional group.85,109,110 The
hypsochromic shi of the maxima in the spectra of poly-meta-
aminophenol and poly-ortho-phenylenediamine, despite the
strong electron-donating effect, occurs because they exist in the
form of a ladder-type structure, which decreases the degree of
conjugation of the polymer chain, similarly to the majority of
PANI derivatives.

In the previous sections, we considered PANI derivatives
containing bulky heteroatom substituents.37,100,101 The elec-
tronic spectra of these derivatives show a hypsochromic shi of
the absorption maxima due to the steric hindrance created by
Table 3 Optical properties of polyaniline derivativesa

Polymer l1, nm

PANI 315
Poly-2-aminobenzyl alcohol 308
Poly[(�)-2-(cis-butyl)aniline] 302
Poly-meta-aminophenol 250
Poly-[6-(2-aminophenol-9H-yl)-hexylferrocene carboxylate] 320
Poly-2-methoxyaniline 325
Poly-2-ethoxyaniline 320
Poly-2-butoxyaniline 340
Poly-2-hexyloxyaniline 340
Poly-2,6-di(thiophen-2-yl)aniline 250

a l1 is the wavelength of the rst absorption maximum.

7478 | RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 7468–7491
a substituent, which distorts the coplanarity of the p-system,
thus reducing the degree of conjugation between the units.
Moreover, for poly[bis(2-aminophenyloxy)disulde], the inten-
sity of the transition at 310 nm is much higher than that at
551 nm. In the case of unsubstituted PANI, the two transitions
are characterized by approximately equal intensity.96 This is
probably due to the low content of quinoneimine moieties in
the polymer. For ferrocene-containing PANI, no absorption
maximum of the imine form is observed in the electronic
spectrum.102

As noted above, the UV spectra of PANI derivatives with
charged groups in the side chain manifest in comparison with
unsubstituted PANI caused by electronic and steric effects of the
substituents.94 It can be expected that sulfonation of the
aromatic ring in PANI would increase the twist angle between
the adjacent rings in order to alleviate the steric strain. The
hypsochromic shi of electronic transitions in sulfonated PANI
is consistent with the decrease in the degree of conjugation due
to an increase in the torsion angle of phenyl rings. The latter is
caused by repulsion between bulky –SO3 groups and hydrogen
atoms of adjacent aromatic rings. An increase in the content of
Ref. Polymer l1, nm Ref.

65 Poly-2-methylaniline 310 63
65 Poly-2,5-dimethylaniline 308 65
48 Poly-2-uoroaniline 289 98
84 Poly-2-chloroaniline 324 98
102 Poly-2-bromoaniline 315 98
65 Poly-2,5-dimethoxyaniline 350 65
65 Poly-2,5-diethoxyaniline 355 65
65 Poly-2,5-dibutoxyaniline 370 65
65 Poly-2,5-dihexyloxyaniline 375 65
36 poly[bis(2-aminophenyloxy)disulde] 310 101

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/c9ra08644g


Fig. 13 Absorption spectrum of PANI halogen derivatives. Repro-
duced with permission from ref. 98.
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sulfonic acid groups in PANI initiates a hypsochromic shi of
the absorption peaks characteristic of conjugated systems.86,87

The absorption spectrum is considerably affected by the
concentration and nature of the doping agent,69,100,109,110 pH of
the medium,75,76 as well as the solvent used.47,48,79 When HCl is
used as the doping agent for poly[bis(2-aminophenyloxy)
disulde], absorption in the region of 310 nm of the elec-
tronic spectrum does not change, whereas the band at about
551 nm disappears completely. Two new absorption bands
appear at 426 and 865 nm (Fig. 14) due to the formation of
polarons (cation radicals) based on quinoneimine units in the
polymer.

It should be noted that the method of polymer synthesis
does not noticeably affect the peak shis. Polyanthranilic acid,
one of PANI derivatives, was synthesized by two methods,
namely, by interface polymerization and by the classical
chemical method.80 The UV spectra of the same high molecular
mass product obtained by different techniques (Fig. 15) showed
no differences, since the band gap remained almost the same
(from 2.5 to 2.7 eV).80,124–126
Fig. 14 Electronic spectrum of undoped (a) and doped (b) poly[bis(2-
aminophenyloxy)disulfide] in DMF. Reproduced with permission from
ref. 101.

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
A study on the synthesis of poly-ortho-phenylenediamine in
Brønsted acids with different strengths revealed interesting
regularities. In particular, on transition from phosphoric to
hydrochloric acid and then to sulfuric acid, i.e., as the acid
strength increased, the absorption maximum in the electronic
spectrum regularly shied from a weak acid (H3PO4) to
a superacid (H2SO4) by 5 nm to the bathochromic region with
respect to the undoped state.110,111

The electronic spectra obtained for the doped polymer in
solvents differing in polarity, chloroform and acetone, showed
the following.47,48,79 In low polar chloroform, two electron tran-
sitions are observed at 260–300 nm and 530–600 nm. The
absorption maximum at 300 nm corresponds to the p–p*

electron transition in the aromatic ring. Here we observe
a bathochromic shi in comparison to 283 nm for PANI due to
the presence of an alkyl substituent. The transition in the
longer-wavelength region (605 nm) is due to the quinoid moiety
(n–p* electron transition). This absorption band is character-
istic of the non-protonated quinoid or pernigraniline state. On
passage to a polar solvent, acetone, the PANI derivative already
manifests three absorption maxima: the rst one at 208 nm
corresponds to the p–p* electron transition in the quinoid ring,
while the second and third peaks at 333 and 511 nm demon-
strate a behavior similar to the electron transitions with bath-
ochromic shis in the polymer recorded in a non-polar
solvent.47,48,79

Using UV spectroscopy, it is quite realistic to determine the
changes in the polymer state at various environment pH values.
In fact, it was shown that poly-3-aminophenylboric acid was in
conductive state up to pH ¼ 7.89,90 A further increase in pH
resulted in a hypsochromic shi of the absorption maxima and
a decrease in the conductive properties of the polymer being
tested (Fig. 16).

Obviously, the electronic spectra of PANI derivatives can
characterize the nature of the effect of substituents on the
properties of the resulting material. Substituents with a small
Fig. 15 Electronic spectra of polyanthranilic acid obtained by: 1 –
single-phase method; 2 – two-phase method in 0.5 N H2SO4.
Reproduced with permission from ref. 80.
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Fig. 16 Electronic spectrum of poly-3-aminophenylboric acid at
various pH values. Reproduced with permission from ref. 89.
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atomic radius and at conguration have a noticeable elec-
tronic effect that is characterized by a bathochromic shi of the
absorption maxima. The electronic effect is primarily respon-
sible for the solubility in basic aqueous solutions, the inde-
pendence of the polymer conductivity on pH, charge
localization, and pH-dependent potential of the rst redox
process.94 Due to the large atomic radii and molecular weights,
bulky substituents present in a macromolecule contribute to an
increase in the torsion angle between the aromatic rings of the
polymer chain. This decreases the degree of conjugation of the
p-electron system and results in a hypsochromic shi of the
absorption maxima in the electronic spectrum in comparison
with unsubstituted PANI.94
3.6. Thermal properties

Numerous studies performed in recent years have shown that
PANI is not only stable in aggressive chemical environments but
also has high thermal stability,127–129 especially in the form of
the emeraldine base, but it is less stable in doped state.

Four main stages of mass loss were identied for all the
polymers. The rst thermal transition corresponds to moisture
evaporation. The second one is related to the removal of dopant
impurity molecules. The third thermal transition corresponds
to the loss of low molecular mass oligomers or side products
(hydroquinone or quinone) or a substituent from the polymer
chain,24 while the last one is due to the degradation of the main
polymer chain. Literature sources report that PANI in the form
of the emeraldine base is most stable even than all its
substituted analogues.106

Comparative analysis of PANI derivatives in ref. 106 revealed
that incorporation of substituents to the PANI aromatic ring
leads to a decrease in thermal stability due to a decrease in the
polymer molecular mass and the presence of a substituent
(Fig. 17). PANI derivatives behave identically in doped state, too:
they have lower heat resistance than their undoped
forms.24,98,106,116

Thermogravimetric analysis of PANI derivatives showed that
the presence of a halogen substituent at the aromatic ring
7480 | RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 7468–7491
reduces the thermal stability to 200 �C (Fig. 18), whereas PANI is
stable up to 300 �C (ref. 24) and in some cases, up to 500 �C.106

PANI uoro derivatives have the greatest stability in the series of
halogenated PANI derivatives because uorine has the smallest
atomic radius among halogens, which results in smaller
twisting of the macromolecular chain and a less noticeable
decrease in the degree of conjugation.24,98,116

The thermogravimetric curves obtained for the PANI bromo
derivative show its lower thermal stability in comparison with
PANI. Due to the large atomic radius of bromine, which
increases the twisting and decreases the conjugation in the
macromolecular chain in the series of PANI halogen derivatives,
the heat resistance of poly-ortho-bromaniline is the small-
est.27,137 It was found that PANI halogen derivatives have lower
stability than alkylated derivatives, for example, poly-ortho-
toluidine.123

As shown by thermogravimetric analysis, incorporation of
a hydrophilic group in the macromolecular chain decreases the
thermal stability of functionalized PANI in comparison with the
unsubstituted polymer.38,84 A loss of HCl occurs in the range of
60–100 �C, the breakdown of the side bond occurs at 180–
280 �C, and the next stage at 320–400 �C involves the polymer
destruction.82

The mass loss in the thermogravimetric analysis of poly-
ortho-phenylenediamine and poly-meta-aminophenol occurred
similarly to PANI. The degradation temperature was found to be
280 �C for the former derivative and 230 �C for the latter one.
These temperatures are considerably lower than that of PANI.

In the testing of ferrocene-containing PANI, the thermal
stability of the sample decreases in comparison with the initial
one due to the catalytic effect of iron that favors the degradation
of the polymer skeleton upon heat treatment.102

Data of thermogravimetric analysis of polyanthranilic acid
show a gradual decomposition of the polymer synthesized by
the classical method, which starts at 180 �C (Fig. 19).

In the case of a polyanthranilic acid sample obtained by
interface polymerization, a sharp change in the “mass loss”
parameter occurs at 240 �C. A signicant difference in the mass
loss behavior of the last sample is apparently due to the
appearance of a more regular chain length and the crystalline
nature of the polymer synthesized under conditions of interface
conversion of the low molecular compound to the high molec-
ular one.75,124–126

Thus, an increase in the degree of crystallinity of function-
alized PANI samples positively affects the thermal stability of
the polymer, shiing the decomposition start temperature to
higher values.
3.7. Morphological properties

The oxidative polymerization of aniline and its derivatives is
accompanied by the formation of an almost unlimited number
of micro- and nanostructures with various sizes and shapes,
including nanobers, nanowires, nanotubes, hollow spheres,
spirals, owers and many others.130–133

Varying the synthesis conditions such as the concentration
of reagents, pH, homogeneous or heterogeneous
This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
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Fig. 17 Thermal stability of substituted PANI. Reproduced with permission from ref. 106.

Fig. 18 Thermogravimetric curves of PANI (a), poly-2-fluoroaniline
(b), poly-2-chloroaniline (c), poly-2-methylaniline (d) and poly-N-
methylaniline (e). Reproduced with permission from ref. 98.

Review RSC Advances

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 1

9 
Fe

br
ua

ry
 2

02
0.

 D
ow

nl
oa

de
d 

on
 1

/2
0/

20
26

 1
2:

11
:0

0 
PM

. 
 T

hi
s 

ar
tic

le
 is

 li
ce

ns
ed

 u
nd

er
 a

 C
re

at
iv

e 
C

om
m

on
s 

A
ttr

ib
ut

io
n-

N
on

C
om

m
er

ci
al

 3
.0

 U
np

or
te

d 
L

ic
en

ce
.

View Article Online
polymerization, rate of reagent addition, polymerization time,
nature, amount and position of substituents in a wide range can
decisively affect the nanoscale morphology of the resulting
polymer. For this reason, both PANI itself and its derivatives
have a potential for a signicant contribution to the eld of
nano/macroscience, since there are almost no materials pos-
sessing such a morphological exibility. All the facts described
above allow one to study the structure–properties relationship
for these nanoscale materials and develop potential applica-
tions that are adapted for various types of morphologies,
depending on the required characteristics.

The morphology of polymers is studied using scanning
electron microscopy. The most common morphology for PANI
derivatives is a globular structure with different sphere sizes. In
some cases, hollow nanospheres are formed.39,71 The hollow
This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
nanosphere morphology seems to be a potentially useful
structure for various applications, for example, drug delivery
and encapsulation, protection of sensitive chemical or biolog-
ical species,132 and sensory devices.39,71

Functional groups in PANI structure allow various supra-
molecular structures to be obtained.39,45,71 For example, incor-
poration of methoxy and methyl groups to the ortho and meta
positions of the PANI aromatic ring leads to the formation of
hollow globules.39,71 This morphology is determined by the self-
assembly method.135 The mechanism includes the initial
formation of self-organized monomer micelles present at the
initial reaction stage; they act as patterns in the formation of
hollow nanospheres. Polymerization occurs at the micelle/water
interface in the presence of hydrophilic APS oxidizer, then
aggregation and fusion into larger spheres occurs, i.e., the
nanospheres merge together. As polymerization continues, the
monomers contained in the inner space of micelles diffuse to
the surface, leading to the formation of hollow nanospheres.
The diffusion of water and water-soluble components into the
depth of the growing nanospheres probably favors the forma-
tion of holes on the surfaces that are visible on many hollow
spheres. Hollow polymeric nanospheres can be obtained for
poly-ortho-anisidine, poly-ortho-toluidine and poly-meta-tolui-
dine. The type and position of the substituent at the aromatic
ring affect the diameter of the hollow spheres (Fig. 20).

Under identical experimental conditions, the hollow spheres
obtained from poly-toluidines were larger than those obtained
from poly-ortho-anisidines. Apparently, this is due to the
difference in the characteristics of –OCH3 and –CH3 groups, and
the conversion of ortho-anisidine into the polymer occurs faster
than that of toluidine.136 In turn, this means that smaller hollow
nanospheres of poly-ortho-anisidine are formed more quickly
than larger hollow nanospheres of polytoluidine. On the other
hand, larger spheres were obtained from two ortho- and para-
toluidines than from meta-toluidine. Probably, the steric effect
RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 7468–7491 | 7481
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Fig. 19 Thermogravimetric curves of polyanthranilic acid obtained by:
1– the classical method and 2– interface polymerization. Reproduced
with permission from ref. 80.

Fig. 21 SEM images of poly[2-(2,3-dihydroxypropoxy)aniline] (P-DH),
poly[2-(2-hydroxyethoxy)aniline] (P-MH) and PANI (P-H). Reproduced
with permission from ref. 108.
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of the methyl group that hinders polymerization “works” here,
and its rate decreases.136 As a result, larger hollow nanospheres
are formed due to the long formation time.39,71 The presence of
hydroxy and carbonyl groups at the PANI aromatic ring also
favors the formation of hollow nanospheres (Fig. 21).80,108 The
polymerization conditions of anthranilic acid,80,124–126 ortho-
hydroxyaniline and dihydroxyaniline107 are similar to those used
in the preparation of PANI with brillar morphology. The
authors assume that the identied differences in the observed
structures are directly due to the polymerization mechanism.108

A monomer that incorporates a hydrophilic hydroxy group
and a hydrophobic aromatic ring behaves as an amphiphilic
substrate. In water, hydrophilic substituents emerge to the
outside and surround the aromatic ring to form micelles.
Aggregation of such small monomeric micelles gives sub-
micrometric groups that serve as patterns for polymer nano-
spheres. Subsequent oxidation of aggregated monomers
produces nanospheres of a PANI hydroxy derivative.108
Fig. 20 SEM images of hollow nanospheres of substituted PANI
synthesized in the presence of PMVEA. (A) Poly-ortho-anisidine, (B)
poly-ortho-toluidine, (C) poly-meta-toluidine. Reproduced with
permission from ref. 39.

7482 | RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 7468–7491
The supramolecular structures of PANI derivatives with
various heteroatomic substituents, such as halogens, ferrocene
and amino group, differ greatly.

In the series PANI / poly-ortho-uoroaniline / poly-ortho-
chloroaniline / poly-ortho-methylaniline, the morphology of
polymers acquires increasingly well-dened forms of agglom-
erated spheres (Fig. 22). At the same time, PANI itself has the
morphology of a network assembled from nanoparticles with
100–200 nm diameter and with irregular shapes, sizes and high
surface area.24,98 It is interesting that the morphology of poly-3-
uoroaniline established in ref. 24 had the form of nanoakes
(Fig. 23).

If the bulky heteroatomic ferrocene substituent is present in
PANI, it signicantly affects its morphology.102 A polymer with
this substituent can form agglomerated particles well separated
from each other, and its structure is more hollow and loose
(Fig. 24). Such a porous structure favorably affects the contact of
the electrode-active material with the electrolyte, providing
sufficient ion channels for redox reactions during the charge/
Fig. 22 SEM images of (a) PANI, (b) poly-2-fluoroaniline, (c) poly-2-
chloroaniline, and (d) poly-2-methylaniline. Reproduced with
permission from ref. 98.

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
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Fig. 24 SEM images of (a) PANI, (b) poly-6-(2-aminophenol-9H-yl)-
hexyl-ferrocene carboxylate. Reproduced with permission from ref.
102.
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discharge process. Note that this is very important for the
preparation of a high-quality cathode material for lithium-ion
cells. The specic surface area of the polymer increases signif-
icantly upon incorporation of such a substituent.

In 2011, a group of scientists130–132,134 used nanostructures
obtained with participation of an aniline tetramer to study the
dependence of physical properties on intermolecular interac-
tions. It was assumed that the morphology of PANI might
depend on the type of nucleation: homogeneous nucleation of
PANI produces nanobers, whereas heterogeneous nucleation
results in granular samples.84,138 A study of PANI revealed that
a polymer with brillar morphology had a higher electrical
conductivity than those with other forms of supramolecular
organization.131 However, PANI derivatives with brillar struc-
ture are observed rather rarely. Substituted anilines undergo
polymerization under conditions where PANI nanobers are
usually produced (rapid mixing,139 interfacial polymerization,140

or polymerization in dilute solutions), and only irregularly
shaped agglomerates are formed.

It was shown that homogeneous nucleation conditions
should be created in the manufacture of PANI nanobers in
order to obtain a brillar structure.132,141 This is primarily ach-
ieved by increasing the polymerization rate (increasing the
reaction temperature, addition of an initiator). Intensifying the
polymerization process increases the probability of the devel-
opment of polymer nuclei to create homogeneous nucleation
centers since diffusion to heterogeneous nucleation sites
becomes limited. Initiator molecules whose redox potential is
lower than that of the monomer can serve as nucleation centers
for the growing macromolecular chains.65 This limits the
diffusion of polymer nuclei to the heterogeneous nucleation
centers. The low polymerization rate allows polymer nuclei to
diffuse to heterogeneous nucleation sites, for example, to the
side walls of a container, which leads to an agglomerated
morphology.

Aniline polymerization on surfaces occurs faster than in the
bulk, especially for substituted anilines.140 Indeed, large
amounts of the polymer is deposited on container side walls in
ordinary reactions for producing substituted PANI. The lms
deposited on the side walls usually have a granular morphology.
If a small amount of an additive, for example, para-phenyl-
enediamine, was added to the system, the morphology of the
Fig. 23 SEM images of HCl-doped forms of (a) PANI, (b) poly-3-flu-
oroaniline. Reproduced with permission from ref. 24.

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
resulting polymer changed from agglomerates to nanobres
and its formation occurred exclusively in the solution bulk.132,134

In the case of a PANI with a bulky hydrophobic substituent at
the aromatic ring, i.e., poly[(�)-2-(cis-butyl)aniline], the pres-
ence of an additive results in uniform and less agglomerated
spheres, which positively affects the electrical conductivity
(Fig. 25).47,48

Changes in the conditions used for synthesizing PANI
derivatives can dramatically change the morphology of poly-
mers and hence their physicochemical properties.26 The size of
high molecular particles usually decreases upon increasing the
polymerization temperature, since the initiator decomposes
faster under these conditions. An increase in the initiator
decomposition rate results in a higher nucleation rate.142–144

The use of ultrasonic or microwave radiation in the oxidative
polymerization of aniline and its derivatives is an important way
for achieving a nanoscale supramolecular structure in PANI and
its derivatives. By changing the irradiation power and the
reaction temperature, it is possible to control the size of the
resulting particles, which is very important for the practical use
of materials.49–61 The use of mechanical stirring during long-
lasting oxidative polymerization of aniline derivatives results
in the agglomeration of particles and an increase in their
average size.55 In contrast, ultrasonic or microwave irradiation
efficiently prevents the growth and agglomeration of particles,
thus preserving the PANI nanobres in the nal product.55 In
view of this, the method for synthesizing PANI derivatives
accompanied by irradiation appears convenient for large-scale
production of polymers.60

The “calling card” of PANI is its high electrical conductivity,
which depends on the amount and nature of the doping agent.
Fig. 25 SEM images of samples with [(�)-2-(cis-butyl)aniline]¼ 0.5 M;
(a) without an initiator, (b) with phenylenediamine, and (c) with aniline
dimer. Reproduced with permission from ref. 47.
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For example, the maximum electrical conductivity of poly-ortho-
anisidine is 169 S cm�1 at a doping agent/ortho-anisidine molar
ratio of 8.00. This ratio ensures a totally brous morphology
(diameter 65 � 8.6 nm) (Fig. 26).145

One of the mechanisms of electrical conductivity, which is
based on the effects of particle size and shape, involves the
conductivity between particles due to with direct (ohmic)
contact between them. A smaller particle size provides a more
efficient conductive network due to a more developed surface,
which increases charge transfer and hence electrical conduc-
tivity. Moreover, the particle shape also affects electrical
conductivity. If the particle shape is characterized by a large
area of conductive contacts with adjacent particles, it provides
the maximum charge transfer and favors high electrical
conductivity. Thus, the brillar morphology provides the best
binding between the neighboring particles and the highest
electrical conductivity of polymer samples.144–147
4. Quantum-chemical study of the
structure and properties of PANI
derivatives

The physicochemical properties of high molecular electrically
conductive materials can be improved by modifying the main
chain. Theoretical calculations allow one to develop new, more
perfect organic systems with optimum parameters.

The key property of PANI is that it has controlled electronic
conductivity. In order to ensure this quality, the polymer
requires a set of characteristics. The characteristics desirable
for an conductive organic material include: (1) low energy value
of the rst optical transition (HOMO–LUMO); (2) high stability;
(3) goodmachinability; (4) large nonlinear optical response. The
physical and chemical parameters are improved primarily by
side groups of the macromolecular chain. For example,
electron-withdrawing substituents affect the LUMO orbital;
therefore, they change the energy of the HOMO–LUMO
Fig. 26 Morphology of poly-ortho-anisidine obtained with SDS with
various molar ratios: (a) 0.008, (b) 4.00, (c) 8.00 and (d) 10.00.
Reproduced with permission from ref. 26.

7484 | RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 7468–7491
transition. In addition, type II orientants increase the ionization
potential and, in principle, increase the system stability to
oxidation reactions.

Using theoretical calculations, it was shown that incorpora-
tion of electron-withdrawing groups to the PANI's aromatic core
decreases the band gap and the energy of the rst optical
transition, presumably due to steric and electronic effects of
substituents.148–150

It the rst theoretical study on the effect of substituents on
the properties of PANI,148,149 the results of the presence of
functional groups (–NH2, –OH, –CO2H, –Cl, –CF3, –CH3, –OCH3,
–CN, –NO2) at benzene ring positions 2 or 3 were analyzed in
order to determine whether it is possible to obtain a molecule
with a low band gap even in reduced state. It was shown149 that
the electron distribution and polymer geometry substantially
depend on the substituent attached to the macromolecule, and
the last three substituents, i.e., –OCH3, –CN, –NO2 – show
a noticeable response. The nitro group has the maximum effect
on PANI: hydrogen bonds are formed between the hydrogen at
the nitrogen atom of the terminal amino group and the oxygen
atom of the nitro group and a strong perturbation of the
difference LUMO (nitro group) – LUMO (rings). As a result, PANI
samples containing the NO2 group have excellent electronic
properties. The calculated ultraviolet radiation spectrum of this
product shows the rst optical transition at 380 nm; it will have
semiconductor properties, even in reduced state.148

The method of controlling the chemical and electronic
properties of PANI by introducing suitable functional groups to
the aromatic ring of the polymer presented in ref. 151 is of
noticeable interest. Using the density functional theory method,
it was demonstrated that the presence of –OH and –SO3Na
groups signicantly increased the chemical activity in the PANI
protonation reaction. Carbonic acid acted as a doping agent in
this case. An important conclusion made in this study is that
the HOMO and LUMO distributions in non-protonated PANI are
almost insensitive to the functional group. At the same time, the
LUMO distribution in PANI doped with carbonic acid obviously
changes depending on the substituent nature. It is believed that
differences in LUMO distribution change the band gap in
protonated states. Moreover, comparative analysis of the effect
of –OH and –SO3Na on the properties shows that both chemical
and electronic properties are highly sensitive to the polarity and
size of functional groups.151

In a theoretical study of the effect of substituents on PANI
properties, Zhang Y.152 examined the nature of the charge
transfer mobility of aniline tetramer and its ortho-chloro
derivative. It was found that the electron mobility in an aniline
tetramer crystal is much higher than that in a 2-chloroaniline
tetramer crystal. Therefore, the use of aniline tetramer as an n-
type organic semiconductor is preferable. A similar conclusion
can be reached on the basis of density of states: an aniline
tetramer crystal showing a higher electron density should have
a higher conductivity that is proportional to the charge transfer
mobility.152

A theoretical study of the effect of various substituents on the
electronic and structural characteristics of PANI conrms that
the presence of substituents in the PANI macromolecular chain
This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
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results in a decrease in electron mobility and hence a decrease
in conductivity.
5. Applications

PANI derivatives occupy a central position among conductive
macromolecular compounds developed for various applica-
tions.153,154 The processing properties of PANI vary widely upon
incorporation of functional groups, which results in an even
greater expansion of the application range of these polymers.
5.1. Sensors

Electrically conductive PANI derivatives became popular as
competent measuring materials for a variety of organic
vapors,155 hazardous gases,156 and humidity.157

The development of a new generation of sensor devices is
mainly associated with two electrically conductive polymers,
namely, PANI and polypyrrole. Polymers serve as the detecting
component in sensors since they are sensitive to chemical
reagents and give a consistent response to them. The sensors
are intended for determination of the concentrations of toxic
and explosive gases, organic solvents and acids, narcotic
compounds, amino acids, etc. Highly selective devices for the
diagnostics of gas and liquid mixtures under the names “elec-
tronic nose” and “electronic tongue” are being developed.

Each of the existing PANI forms, i.e., leucoemeraldine,
emeraldine, and pernigraniline, demonstrates a variety of
colors, conductivity and stability. Sensors are manufactured
taking into account the changes in the properties of the three
PANI forms upon interaction with an analyte. The experimental
characteristics of PANI-based devices can be improved by
incorporating functional groups at the PANI's aromatic ring.157

Optical sensors for pH determination based on the following
derivatives have been created and are operative: poly-2-
chloroaniline, poly-2-bromoaniline, poly-3-chloroaniline, poly-
ortho-toluidine, poly-diphenylamine.42–44,81,159 pH measure-
ments are based on recording the changes in the optical prop-
erties of the correspondingmaterial caused by pH variation.81,158

Of the self-doped PANI family, PANI substituted with boric
acid is the most interesting option because of its adjustable
electronic and optical properties related to the acid group in the
substituent. It is used in sensors for the detection of biologically
important molecules such as saccharides,160–163 nucleotides164

and dopamine.165,166

Nanobers of polyanilineboric acid demonstrate highly
sensitive detection of D-glucose in phosphate-buffered solution
(pH ¼ 7.4). The brillar morphology of the polymer exhibits
better electrochemical redox activity than agglomerates.166–169

It is known that a problem of dopamine detection in the
presence of ascorbic acid exists.45 Poly-2-amino-4-
hydroxybenzenesulfonic acid obtained by S. Mu45 and used as
a material for determining dopamine in the presence of ascor-
bic acid showed high selectivity to the analyte. The results are
explained by the synergistic effect of the –SO3 and –OH groups
present in the poly-2-amino-4-hydroxybenzenesulfonic acid
chain. The activity of the polymer toward dopamine can be due
This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
to the high redox activity of poly-2-amino-4-
hydroxybenzenesulfonic acid and the SO3 group in its chain.45

Poly-ortho-methoxyaniline was used in gas sensors.170 Their
response to an environmentally important gas, sulfur dioxide
that belongs to the “acid gases” category, was studied in real
time. Since PANI has pronounced acid–base properties, it
provides the best molecular and/or physical interaction
between the target gas and the sensitive material, which is
a prerequisite for selective gas adsorption in a sensor. The
recommendation was given that at low sulfur dioxide concen-
trations (below the threshold of 250 mg kg�1), a gas sensor based
on poly-2-methoxyaniline can be used to determine its content,
and when the amount of SO2 increases, it can serve as an
adsorbent material to remove the toxic gas from the atmo-
sphere. This allows one to create a new unique gas lter and/or
reservoir for contaminant storage.170,171

Based on a water-soluble electrically conductive poly-
diphenylamine sulfonic acid, a humidity sensor was created
with high stability, fast response and recovery, and low hyster-
esis in almost the entire humidity range.172

Using functionalized PANI (poly-ortho-anisidine, poly-ortho-
chloroaniline, poly-ortho-ethoxyaniline), devices for nitrate
removal were created.173 A study on the efficiency of these
samples in a real environment showed that 40% of nitrate ions
were adsorbed on conductive polymers within 30 minutes,
despite the presence of a considerable amount of anions and
cations that prevent the removal of nitrates.173
5.2. Anti-corrosion coatings

Bearing in mind that 10–15% of the metal produced annually is
degraded due to corrosion, the intensication of the efforts for
its prevention undertaken by scientists is quite understandable.
For example, DuPont and Zipperling Kessler manufacture
anticorrosive paint coatings for the protection of ferrous and
non-ferrous metals in which PANI is used as a non-toxic
corrosion inhibitor. Its advantage lies in the ability to provide
anodic passivation of the metal and inhibit corrosion processes
not only under the lm coating but also in the vicinity of its
defects.

In 2007, Ahmad et al.174,175,180 developed an anticorrosion
protection method based on polynaphthylamine. The conclu-
sions on the corrosion resistance of mild steel in acidic, basic
and salt media in the presence of polynaphthylamine were
based on open circuit potential measurements. The high
corrosion protection indicators observed in this case (in
comparison with traditional coatings) are attributed to the
ability of polynaphthylamine to pass to an oxidized state that
passivates the metal for a long period of time.

The results on the corrosion protection by substituted
anilines, ortho-, meta-toluidines, ortho-anisidine and ortho-
chloroaniline electrochemically polymerized on iron surface
showed that the latter monomer formed a non-conductive lm
with weak anticorrosion properties in acid media.176–179 Rela-
tively strong adhesive polymeric lms formed from the
remaining three substituted anilines. These lms demonstrated
protective properties in sulfuric acid solutions by stabilizing the
RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 7468–7491 | 7485
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passive state of iron. Nevertheless, comparison of the anticor-
rosive behavior of the lms formed from PANI and its func-
tionalized derivative studied by Barker et al.157 allows us to
conclude that the former has superior properties. It is worthy of
note here that the corrosion protection of iron in acid solutions
increases due to improvement of the adhesive properties of the
polymer which, in turn, like solubility, are improved upon
transition from PANI to substituted PANI derivatives.
5.3. Energy carriers

In comparison with high-molecular conductive compounds
such as polypyrrole and polythiophene, PANI is believed to be
a more attractive material for electrodes in supercapacitors due
to its high capacitance and excellent electrical conductivity.
PANI has a set of properties necessary for a material for
supercapacitors or battery electrodes, namely, high electro-
activity and sufficient doping level, stability in acid environ-
ments, and high specic capacitance (400–500 F g�1).181–191

Despite the fact that the service life of a positive electrode
based on Li-doped PANI is more than 5000 cycles,185 studies
aimed at improving this parameter are continuing, and PANI
derivatives have been suggested as electrode materials.26 For
example, polyanisidine lms have high specic capacity and
good electrochemical stability for 3000 cycles, while the specic
power remains unchanged. The use of conductive macromo-
lecular compounds in ionic liquids demonstrates the stability of
samples intended for use in supercapacitors.26 In particular,
fairly good supercapacitor characteristics comparable with
those of PANI-based samples, such as charge/discharge ability
and electrochemical impedance, were obtained for samples of
poly-ortho-anisidine and poly-ortho-toluidine in 2 M H2SO4

medium.181,192

The performance and stability of an electrochemical capac-
itor based on doped PANI derivatives obtained by deposition on
a stainless steel electrode were studied in direct current mode
and showed specic capacitances from 110 to 177 F g�1.193

Materials based on PANI containing a disulde bridge in the
side chain, poly[bis(2-aminophenyloxy)disulde], were found to
be of interest for energy carriers.100 Based on the cyclic vol-
tammograms of this compound, it can be stated that intra-
molecular self-catalysis occurs in the main chain of the
conducting PANI (doping/dedoping processes in the p-
conjugated system) and in the disulde bond of the macro-
molecule's framing (breakdown/formation of S–S bonds) of poly
[bis(2-aminophenyloxy)disulde]. Since the oxidation–reduc-
tion processes in the main chain of the conducting PANI occur
in the same potential range as in the side disulde bonds, the
Li/poly[bis(2-aminophenyloxy)disulde] test cell shows a charge
capacity of 230 mA h�1 g�1 and an energy density of 460 mW
h�1 for the cathode, which are ca. 2 times higher than similar
parameters for inorganic compounds.101

Ferrocene-containing polymers are quite promising as
materials for organic cathodes in lithium-ion cells.102 They are
capable of accelerated charge/discharge and have at and stable
oating voltages. Though the internal conductivity of ferrocene-
containing polymers is rather low, combinations of
7486 | RSC Adv., 2020, 10, 7468–7491
electroactive ferrocene with a conductive high molecular
compound are considered to be an efficient method for
obtaining a new polymer with improved electrical conductivity.
In particular, charge/discharge tests with a ferrocene-
containing polymer as a cathode material in lithium-ion cells
showed an improvement in the discharge plateau, along with an
acceptable initial discharge specic capacity of 104.9 mA h�1

(108 mA h�1 for PANI). However, the ferrocene-containing PANI
derivative exhibits improved cycling stability in comparison
with PANI.102
5.4. Biological signicance

The studies of PANI in biomedical areas are extremely prom-
ising. The polymer is non-toxic and was recently shown to be
biocompatibile.73 Enzymes, antibodies, and living cells bound
to the polymer preserve their biological activity. Accelerated
non-invasive growth of cells and neurites on a polymer carrier
under the inuence of electric eld is observed. Data are
available concerning the use of PANI as a temporary matrix for
attaching cells to implants and as a biocompatible electrode:
electrical signals applied to the polymer layer deposited in vivo
favored the acceleration of tissue regeneration.

The keen interest in sulfonated PANI is due to the fact that
the –SO3H group at the aromatic ring considerably improves the
solubility and ecological stability of a compound without
a noticeable decrease in electrical conductivity.72 At the same
time, the conductivity of sulfonated PANI does not depend on
external protonation in a wide pH range. What is more, this
polymer has higher thermal stability than HCl-doped PANI.

Encouraging results were obtained72,73 in studies on the
cytocompatibility of sulfonated PANI in in vitro cultures with
cells of malignant human osteosarcoma that is the most diffi-
cult to cure. Microscopic observation showed no abnormal cell
behavior upon direct contact of sulfonated PANI with osteo-
sarcoma cells.

Quite a few reports on the antibacterial action of PANI and its
derivatives are available in literature. The results presented in
the publications indicate that undoped functionalized PANI
samples (with –OCH3, –SO3H, and –OH groups) are efficient
against various infections, whereas doped polymers are active
only in media with pH > 3 due to instability of functional
groups. Incorporation of such functional groups as –SO3H and
–COOH in the PANI aromatic ring favors the inhibition of the
growth of wild-type Gram-negative and Gram-positive bacteria
and medically important antibiotic-resistant bacteria.194 The
bactericidal activity of PANI derivatives is due to their ability to
destroy cell wall membranes leading to cell death.195,196 An
important advantage of polymeric bactericidal materials is that
they are used at low concentrations, unlike some conventional
antibiotics and natural bactericides.194,196–199 In addition, a PANI
derivative with a carboxy group was studied as an antitubercu-
lous drug.200 It was found that the antimicrobial effect of the
polymer studied was already achieved aer 15 minutes of active
exposure to its 2% solution. Alkyl-substituted PANI derivatives
also exhibit antibacterial activity.201 In the series including
This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
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PANI, poly-o-toluidine and poly-o-ethylaniline, the greatest
inhibition of bacterial growth was provided by poly-o-toluidine.

Bromine, both in ionic state and in compounds with cova-
lent bonds, is known to have pronounced bactericidal proper-
ties.27,179 Therefore, its incorporation in the PANI
macromolecular chain is promising in terms of producing
a component for antimicrobial coatings. It is also important
that, unlike conventional antibacterial agents, brominated
PANI has both an anti-fouling property and an excellent anti-
corrosion effect. This polymer can be recommended as an
additive to coatings, primarily for the protection of steel from
electrochemical corrosion and biofouling.

It appears that the antioxidant properties of PANI derivatives
is an important area in the studies of their properties.202–205

Conductive polymeric nanostructures with good biocompati-
bility combined with the antioxidant property to prevent
hemolysis can lead to a tremendous progress in the elds of
biomedicine and controlled drug release. The latter can be
extremely useful in cancer treatment.204 According to literature
data, PANI and its derivatives are good reducing agents and
efficient free radical scavengers.204,205 The antioxidant properties
of PANI derivatives result from their redox ability. The absorp-
tion of radicals by a polymer occurs by conversion of –NH– and
–N+– groups to completely oxidized –N] groups, as detected by
IR spectroscopy and CV.206 The antioxidant ability of conductive
polymers is important for their incorporation as biomaterials
into biological media.205

Along with the properties mentioned above, polyaniline
derivatives have good adsorption ability that was successfully
applied in the eld of water purication from various dyes.207–210

The phenomenon of adsorption of a paint pigment on the
polymer was explained by a change in the surface charge upon
protonation of the amine group in PANI derivatives207 which
allows one to achieve a high degree of adsorption of both
cationic and anionic dyes. The high adsorption efficiency is
probably due to a higher porosity or a large number of active
binding sites, which results in improved ion exchange proper-
ties and favors the absorption of a dye molecule.208–210
6. Conclusions

The information presented in the review allows us to state the
following. Regardless of the method for producing modied
PANI and the nature of incorporated functional groups, the
electrical conductivity of materials decreases to a various extent
in comparison with PANI: the decisive role in this effect is
played by electronic and steric effects. Owing to brillar
morphology, the best binding between adjacent particles is
reached and high values of electrical conductivity of polymer
samples are achieved. Interface polymerization, which ensures
the highest degree of crystallinity of the target product and,
accordingly, the best conductivity, appears to be the optimum
way for the conversion low molecular mass substituted anilines
into high molecular ones. However, the loss in electrical
conductivity of functionalized PANI are compensated by
a signicant improvement in their operational characteristics,
This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2020
such as increased solubility, energy capacity, improved adhe-
sion and the corresponding anticorrosive effect of coatings.
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