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The present work quantifies the equilibrium defect and adsorbate chemistry on oxide surfaces in the
presence of multiple gas components at elevated temperatures and sub-surface space charge. The
concentrations of chemisorbed H,O and CO, as well as surface protons and oxygen vacancies were
calculated for Y-doped BaZrOs using a thermodynamic framework with input from first-principles
calculations. The overall energy of the system was minimized based on contributions from gas
adsorption, interactions between defects and adsorbates, segregation of point defects and space-charge
formation, as well as configurational entropy. The coverage dependent adsorption energies were found
as —144 + 0.340,0 eV and —2.25 + 1.210¢c, eV for chemisorption of H,O and CO,, respectively. The
interaction between the adsorbates was found to follow 1.720,60co, €V. The coverage of surface
protons was above 0.3 up to 1000 K under most considered conditions (0.01-1 bar H,O, 4 x 10™*~1 bar

CO,) due to a favorable interaction with both surface hydroxide and CO, adsorbates. Most importantly,
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Accepted 16th November 2018 the results show that the coadsorption, adsorbate interactions or space-charge formation each played
a major role in the obtained defect concentrations and surface coverages. Thus, the approach in this

DOI: 10.1039/c8ta09451h work demonstrates the importance of considering quantitatively each of these aspects in obtaining
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1. Introduction

Perovskite oxides based on barium zirconate are applicable as
proton conducting ceramic electrolytes for intermediate
temperature fuel cells,* electrolysis cells>® and electrochemical
catalytic membrane reactors for steam-methane reforming” and
dehydrogenation processes.*® Most of these devices operate at
temperatures from about 350 to 800 °C in H,O and CO, con-
taining atmospheres and the equilibrium surface chemistry can
be expected to be significantly affected by the operating envi-
ronment.’®* It is therefore of importance to understand
quantitatively how the surface composition and defect chem-
istry may influence the properties of the oxide surface for
catalytic activity, chemical stability and coke resistance. For
instance, Huang et al recently demonstrated significantly
enhanced CO, and H,O exchange kinetics on oxide ion con-
ducting perovskites and fluorites, as well as enhanced oxygen
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accurately the surface equilibria on complex catalytic oxides.

exchange rates in the presence of H,O or CO, in addition to O,
on electronically conducting Sr-doped LaMnO;.">** Duan et al.**
recently reported excellent performance and durability of
BaZrO;-based protonic ceramic fuel cells with a range of
hydrocarbon fuels and a steam-to-carbon ratio of 2.5 : 1 at 500~
600 °C.

As a proton conducting oxide, Y-doped BaZrO; (BZY) readily
dissolves protons from water vapor by hydration of oxygen
vacancies.” Both the BaO and ZrO, terminations of the
preferred (0 0 1) surface exhibit strong affinity for H,O, and
dissociative adsorption predominates according to computa-
tional studies.*®"” The hydroxide and protonic species remain at
the surface at higher temperatures than in the bulk due to
a more exothermic adsorption enthalpy compared to the bulk
hydration enthalpy. Furthermore, these charged surface
species, OH,; and OHj, respectively in Kroger-Vink notation,*®
are central in the formation of space-charge layers at the
surface.”?® In this respect, protons have been found to be
particularly stable at the surface leading to a positive surface
charge that is charge compensated by hydroxide adsorbates and
a subsurface space-charge region.

Adsorption of CO, has recently been shown to be particularly
exothermic for the (0 0 1) surfaces by chemisorption of
carbonate species, CO;>".2' The calculated surface coverage as
functions of temperature and pco, showed that a full carbonate
overlayer was stable under ambient 400 ppm CO, up to 400 K
and that significant coverage could be retained up to 2000 K
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under 1 bar CO,. While the overall chemical stability of bulk
BaZrO; towards CO, has been demonstrated,*"** recent studies
have shown surface reactivity with CO, to form BaCO; by
accommodating Ba-deficiency in the subsurface region.>

Considering the strong adsorption of both H,O and CO,,
interactions between the adsorbed species must be taken into
account in order to appropriately describe the equilibrium
surface coverages. Furthermore, the defect chemistry of the
surface and subsurface must also be accounted for since all
surface species - including neutral and charged adsorbates and
point defects - interact and compete for the same surface sites.
Accordingly, the gas adsorption equilibria will be influenced by
the surface defect chemistry, and conversely the subsurface
defect chemistry, or the space-charge region, will be affected by
the adsorbates.

In the present work, we utilize first-principles calculations to
investigate the concentration of adsorbates and defects on the
BaO-terminated (0 0 1) surface of BZY under H,O and CO,
containing atmospheres. A thermodynamic model comprising
gas adsorption equilibria, segregation of point defects and
formation of a subsurface space-charge layer was implemented.
As a result, surface coverages and subsurface space-charge
behavior were obtained as a function of environmental vari-
ables. The individual contributions to the overall energy mini-
mization of the system have been discussed in order to
understand the interplay between gas adsorption equilibria and
surface defect chemistry.

2. Computational approach

The DFT calculations were performed using VASP with the PBE
generalized gradient approximation functional and projector-
augmented wave pseudopotentials.>*?® The plane-wave cut-off
energy was 500 eV and the k-point sampling was equivalent to
8 x 8 x 8 for the cubic BaZrO; unit cell. BaO-terminated (0 0 1)
surfaces were constructed as symmetric 11-layer slabs. Adsor-
bates were considered at coverages of 0.11, 0.25, 0.5 and 1.0 with
2 x 2 and 3 x 3 expanded slabs (up to 243 atoms), and coad-
sorbate interaction was evaluated for equal coverages of 0.25
and 0.5 on 2 x 2 slabs, i.e., half and full coverage, respectively.
Y-acceptors were not explicitly included in the computational
cells since the surface was BaO-terminated and any interactions
between adsorbates and subsurface Y-dopants can be expected
to be minor compared to interactions between adsorbates or
between adsorbates and point defects. The adsorption ther-
modynamics were evaluated based on the adsorption energy,
configurational entropy and vibrational properties of the
adsorbates obtained by the finite displacement method. The
adsorption energy, AE?S was calculated as the total energy
differences of the adsorption reactions. The equilibrium
constant of the adsorption reactions was given by

AHM ASH
s e 1)

where AH = AFS(0,)+AZPE. Bulk parameters including
a nominal Y-dopant concentration and surface segregation
energies used for the thermodynamic model are listed in

K:exp(—
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Table 1 Bulk parameters (Y-dopant concentration, lattice constant,
relative permittivity and enthalpy and entropy of hydration) and surface
segregation energies of protons and oxygen vacancies used in the
thermodynamic model

Y-dopant/mol% 20
Lattice constant/A 4.214 (DFT)
& 75 (exp)®”

Athdrati()n/e\/
AShydration/ev K- !

—0.97 (exp)*
—1.1 x 107 (exp)"

seg _ 19
AEGE. JeV 0.96 (DFT)
AE}E[eV —0.42 (DFT)"

0

Table 1. Further details can be found in our previous work on
the same system.”>*

The computed adsorption energies and segregation energies
were fed into a thermodynamic framework to obtain the equi-
librium concentrations of all adsorbates and defects by mini-
mizing the total energy of the system.*® Effects of defect
interaction and formation of subsurface space-charge layers
were taken into account.

The energy of the adsorption layer can be separated into the
energy of H,O adsorbates, CO, adsorbates and an interaction
term. The energy of the H,O/CO, adsorption layer without inter-
adsorbate interactions was calculated by

E}® = 0A0H;" — TAST™ — Aw) (2)
where Aw; = kT In(p/p°) is the chemical potential of the gas
phase at varying partial pressure, and the coverage, 0;, repre-
sents the number of adsorbed molecules. The interaction
between adsorbed H,O and CO, was obtained from the differ-
ence in adsorption energy of the coadsorbates and the indi-
vidual adsorbates (see Table 2), and described as

Eilo co, = 1.72 Ou,0 Oco, (3)

when the surface was considered to be neutral, ie., Oyo
denoting paired surface proton and hydroxide species, OH and
OH/ 4, respectively. For charged surfaces, the concentration of
excess surface protons segregated from bulk was defined as
@8‘132) = Oou;, — Oon, when Ogy; > Ooy, , and zero otherwise.
The Ei‘fjmcm interaction energy was then described as

Table 2 Energetics for dissociative adsorption of H,O and chemi-
sorption of CO, on pristine BaO-terminated BaZrOs (0 0 1) and
parameters describing the interaction between surface species. The
coverage dependent adsorption energies were obtained from linear
fits with R? = 0.999 for CO, and R? = 0.997 for H,O. The linear fit of
AE[_co, according to egn (3) showed R® = 0.999

H,O CO,
AE,q eV —1.44 + 0.34 Oy —2.25 +1.21 Oco,
AZPE/eV 0.091 0.117
AS,as/€V K1 —6.37 x 10°* -8.78 x 10°*
AEE;;QfQ@ eV 1.72 @Hzo @COZ
AERt o JeV —0.31 eV (ref. 21)
Adsorption site Ba+O (o}

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2018


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/c8ta09491h

Open Access Article. Published on 19 November 2018. Downloaded on 1/17/2026 9:27:58 AM.

Thisarticleislicensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported Licence.

(cc)

Paper

Eio-co, = 1.7260m;, Oco, = 0.3105}; Oco, @)

where the second term corresponds to a favorable interaction
between surface protons and adsorbed CO, as determined in
our previous work.”* The energies of the excess surface protons
and oxygen vacancies were given by their segregation energies
and electrostatic interaction with the surface potential, ¢,
according to

Egs, = O (MESS, +ey) (5)
st =0, (AL + 2e4, ) 6)

where the coverage, ©;, represents the number of surface
species. For a given surface potential the electrostatic potential
distribution from surface to bulk was obtained by solving
Poisson's equation

d*¢
e80Ty = ¢ 2ey; + com;, — v, (7)

where ¢y, cop;, and ¢y, denote the subsurface concentrations
of oxygen vacancies, protons and Y-dopants, respectively. V;;
and OH,, were treated as mobile species that can redistribute
within the space-charge region at distance x from the surface
according to

exp(AE}c + ¢Ii¢(x)>
1+ Zexp(AEﬁ + q,-/¢(X))

¢i(x) =n

(8)

where i denotes defect species that share the same site as c;.
The dopant species, Y, were considered immobile with a fixed
concentration of 0.2. The total energy of the space-charge layer
was represented as

ol 1 d¢ 2
E,. = "0 <Zc,- <AElf + q,-qS) + 5 €€0 (&) )dx 9

where AE/ is the formation energy of each defect species and
the space-charge layer extends a distance [ into the bulk. The
configurational entropy of all the surface species was calculated
considering shared sites for CO,, OHyand V;

Sconﬁg =k |:@COZ In @COZ + @OHO In @OHO + QOH;d In ®OH;(I
+0y- In Oy + (1 - Oco,)In(1 — Oco,) + (1 — 6,

~ Oox, — Oco, )In(1 - Oy — Oy, — Oco,) + <1

- @0H;d)1n (1 - @OHz.d)}

The above set of equations form a thermodynamic frame-
work describing the total energy of the system, including the
adsorption layer, segregation layer and subsurface space-charge
layer. The system was solved for each environmental condition
(temperature and partial pressures) by variation of ¢, to

(10)
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minimize the total energy of the system, and thus obtain the
equilibrium concentrations of surface defects and adsorbates,
Oco,, Oon;,; Oon, and Oy-, the surface potential ¢, as well as
the subsurface concentration profiles in a self-consistent way.
The constraint for the energy minimization was the global
charge neutrality condition
!
Zq,-@,- + L gicidx =0 (11)
i

where 0; denotes charged adsorbates and surface defects, and ¢;
denotes defects in the subsurface space-charge region. Details
on the implementation of the thermodynamic model and
numerical solution scheme is provided in the ESI (Section 1%).

3. Results

Fig. 1 shows relaxed structures of dissociatively adsorbed H,O
on the BaO-terminated BaZrO; (0 0 1) surface at coverages from
0.11 to 1 monolayer. The H,O adsorbate was found to be most
stable with surface hydroxide, denoted OH,;, bridged between
two barium, and surface protons, OH,, directed towards the
oxide ion of OH), (Fig. 1a). The lowest energy configurations
consisted of evenly spaced adsorbates at half coverage (Fig. 1b)
and alternating rows with different symmetry at full coverage
(Fig. 1c).

The interaction between H,O and CO, adsorbates was eval-
uated for total surface coverages of 0.5 and 1. With respect to
structural interactions, no significant changes were observed
due to coadsorption of H,O and CO, in the case of half coverage
(Fig. 2a). On the other hand, a molecular H,O adsorbate formed
by association between OH,; and OHy on the fully covered
surface as shown in Fig. 2b.

The energetics of H,0 and CO, adsorption that comprise the
main input from the first-principles calculations to the ther-
modynamic model are summarized in Table 2. The adsorption
energy of H,O ranged from —1.4 to —1.1 eV for coverages of 0.11
to 1, respectively. These values are similar albeit somewhat less
exothermic than previously reported values of —1.5 to —1.3 eV
for half and full coverage, respectively.'® Calculations for the
ZrO,-terminated surface exhibited similar energies for disso-
ciative adsorption of H,O in range of —1.1 to —1.4 eV."”** The
adsorption energy of CO, was more exothermic than that of H,O
at low coverage, —2.20 eV at Oco, = 0.06. However, stronger
adsorbate interactions resulted in a slightly lower adsorption
energy for CO, than for H,O at full coverage.>® The zero-point
energy contribution to the adsorption enthalpy was quite
small for both H,0 and CO,, which can be ascribed to the rather
similar bond relationships for the adsorbed species and
gaseous molecules.

The interaction energy between the coadsorbates, Eﬁl:ofcozv
was found to be quite similar to the average interaction energy
of the individual adsorbates from the coverage dependent
adsorption enthalpies. For instance, the average increase in
interaction energy from half to full coverage was 0.39 eV for
adsorption of H,O or CO,, and 0.43 eV in the case of coad-
sorption. It should be noted that the stabilizing interaction

J. Mater. Chem. A, 2018, 6, 24823-24830 | 24825


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/c8ta09491h

Open Access Article. Published on 19 November 2018. Downloaded on 1/17/2026 9:27:58 AM.

Thisarticleislicensed under a Creative Commons Attribution 3.0 Unported Licence.

[{ec

Journal of Materials Chemistry A

View Article Online

Paper

Fig. 1 Dissociatively adsorbed H,O at coverages of (a) 0.11, (b) 0.5 and (c) 1 monolayer of the surface oxide ion sites on BaZrO= (0 0 1).

a @HzO = 6C02 =0.25

Fig. 2 Coadsorption of H,O and CO, on BaZrOs (0 0 1) at total
coverages of (a) 0.5 and (b) 1 monolayer.

between CO,,q4 and OHy,, E%_‘[‘ECOZ, only refers to excess OH,
since the interaction between OHy, and OH/; is included in the
H,O adsorption energy.

Fig. 3 shows the contributions to the overall energy of the
BaZr, 3Y,,0; system at equilibrium coverages as a function of
temperature at ambient conditions, ie., 0.01 bar H,O and
400 ppm CO,. The strong adsorption enthalpy of CO,
predominates the stabilization of the system at temperatures
below 800 K. Formation of the space-charge layer - driven
mainly by the segregation of protons — also exhibits a significant
contribution in this temperature range. Notably, the adsorption
of H,0 is almost negligible despite the strongly exothermic
adsorption of H,O (see Table 2). This can be understood from
the comparatively large interaction energy between H,O and
CO,, AEg‘;ofcoz, combined with the favorable coupling between
CO,,2q and OHy, (EI . ). The configurational entropy plays an
increasingly important role as temperature increases due to the

24826 | J Mater. Chem. A, 2018, 6, 24823-24830

lower coverage and larger number of configurations of the
surface species.

The calculated equilibrium coverages of adsorbates and
defects are shown as a function of temperature in Fig. 4
including a subsurface space-charge with a corresponding
potential. Under 1 bar H,O and 400 ppm CO,, the surface is
predominated by protons partly charge compensated by
hydroxide, i.e., dissociatively adsorbed H,O and excess OH
segregated from the bulk (Fig. 4a). The surface attains a positive
charge over the whole temperature range with a potential of up
to about 0.3 V mainly due to excess OHg,. The surface remained
free of CO, ,q despite the strong adsorption enthalpy of CO, due
to the unfavorable Ei}‘fz‘ofcozinteraction term (Table 2). This
behavior is shown graphically in contour maps of the contri-
butions to the energy of the charge-neutral system spanning the
complete ranges of Oy o and O, in Fig. S1 (ESI, Section 21).

By reducing the H,O pressure to 0.01 bar, ©¢o, predominates
up to 800 K and remains significant to even higher tempera-
tures (Fig. 4b). Protons become the predominant surface
species above 800 K, but the coverage of OH]; is considerably
lower which leads to a surface potential of up to 0.26 V at 500 K.
At equal H,O and CO, pressures of 1 bar, the surface is pre-
dominated by carbonate species up to about 1300 K (Fig. 4c).

Energy / eV
S
N

-0.4
400 ppm CO:2
0.01 bar H20
-0.6 - - - -
500 1000 1500
T/K

Fig. 3 Contributions from gas adsorption, space-charge, surface
interactions and configurational entropy to the overall energy of the
system at equilibrium coverages on BaZrp gYo O3 (0 O 1) per unit cell.

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2018
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10 0.01 bar H,0

400 ppm CO>

8%

1 bar H20
400 ppm CO>

0.8f

0.6}

O;

0.0

0.1 bar H.0
1 bar CO2

1 bar H0
1 bar CO2

»\(69’ 4

0.4 T T T

0.3F ] E
= 0.2F 1 F

o

0.1F 1 E

0:0 1000 1500

T/K

1000 1500 500

T/K

500

1000 1500

T/K

1000 1500 500
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Fig. 4 Surface coverages of adsorbates and defects (protons, oxygen vacancies, hydroxide and carbonate species) as well as free surface sites
(top) and the corresponding space-charge potential (bottom) on BaZrg Yo 203 (0 0 1) as function of temperature under 1 bar H,O, 400 ppm CO,
(@), 0.01 bar H,O, 400 ppm CO, (b) and 1 bar CO,, 1 bar H,O (c) and 0.1 bar H,O, 1 bar CO, (d).

Fig. 4d shows a similar trend with 0.1 bar H,O where CO; o4
remains the predominant species over the whole temperature
range.

Fig. 5 shows coverage isotherms at 1073 K as function of py o
and pco, under 1 bar CO, and H,O, respectively. Under these
conditions, the coverage of CO, is negligible below 0.01 bar CO,
(Fig. 5a). From Fig. 5b it becomes apparent that the space-
charge potential to a large extent follows the segregation of
OHy, with a significant contribution above 1 x 10~ bar H,O at
this temperature. The potential increases with py o up to
a pressure of 1 bar where OHJ, increasingly charge compen-
sates the surface protons. Notably, the coverage of OH, exhibits
an inverse relationship with that of CO, as the coverage of OH,
surpasses Oco, at around 0.5 bar H,O (Fig. 5b). This behavior
can be explained by the unfavorable interaction between CO,
and OH,, (Eq. (4)).

0.2 E
>
soaf ]
0.0 i ; ’ i
103 103 101 10!
Pco, / bar

Fig. 6 shows the concerted changes of the surface concen-
trations and the subsurface space-charge regions under 0.01 bar
H,0 and 400 ppm CO, at 573-1473 K. The depletion of protons
and oxygen vacancies in the subsurface space-charge region
becomes less prominent as the potential is reduced from 0.25 V
(Figure 6a) to 0.11 V (Fig. 6d). While the bulk becomes
increasingly dehydrated above 573 K, segregated surface
protons predominate the surface even at 1473 K due to the
favorable proton segregation energy (Table 1). It has previously
been shown that inclusion of an Y-segregation profile may
significantly affect the space-charge properties of BZY surfaces
and interfaces.?** In the present case, equilibration of Y, to the
potential profile, i.e., Gouy-Chapman approximation, lead to
a slight increase in the potential while the surface proton
concentration increased significantly at 1073 K in 1 bar H,O and
1 bar CO, (Fig. S2, ESI Section 31).

b

103 101 10!

PH,0 / bar

107>

Fig.5 Surface coverages of adsorbates, defects and free surface sites, and the corresponding space-charge potential on BaZrggYo 03 (0 0 1) at
1073 K as function of partial pressure of CO, (a) and H,O (b) under 1 bar HO and CO,, respectively.

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2018
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a surface subsurface bulk b Cc d
5 : . . . . T T 0.30
10°%kco, SI3KL 873K{ [ M73K| 1473 K
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© \ -
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Fig.6 Surface potential and concentration profile of defects and adsorbates from the surface layer on BaZrg gYo.,03 (0 0 1) (x =0 nm) under 0.01
bar H,O and 400 ppm CO, at 573 K (a), 837 K (b), 1173 K (c) and 1473 K (d).

4. Discussion

The present results show that interactions between coad-
sorbates, charged surface species and sub-surface space-charge
formation can play a predominant role in the calculated surface
coverages. The effect of not taking into account all aspects of the
surface equilibria and space-charge formation is therefore
evaluated next. Fig. 7 shows the calculated coverages at 1 bar
H,0 and 1 bar CO, compared with coverages obtained without
considering space-charge formation and without taking into
account competitive adsorption of CO,. Without space-charge,
the calculated surface coverage was dominated by chem-
isorbed H,O since excess OHg, was not included in this model
(Fig. 7a). On the other hand, in the absence of competitive CO,
coadsorption, the surface was saturated by OH, partly charge
compensated by OH); (Fig. 7b). It is clear that these short-

coadsorption significantly affect the calculated surface cover-
ages in comparison to the results obtained with the complete
model in Fig. 7c. By only considering space-charge formation in
the absence of H,O and CO, adsorbates (while OH, was allowed
due to segregation from bulk), a surface potential of 0.68 V was
obtained due to a OH, coverage of 0.66. Thus, it is clear that
adsorption of uncharged gas species can also significantly affect
the space-charge properties because of inter-adsorbate interac-
tions and surface site limitations.

It was confirmed that the predominance of H,O,q4 over CO; o4
obtained in Fig. 4a and 7a did not occur when removing the
interaction between H,Oqaq and €Oy aq, L.€., EiY'; o =0 €V. In
this case, Oy, and O, were similar as expected due to their
comparable adsorption energetics as well as the increased
configurational entropy associated with coadsorption. These
coverages were similar to those obtained by Tutuianu et al. for

comings of not taking into account space-charge or the structurally equivalent BaO (0 0 1) surface without

a C

1.0 , . . .

OHY + OH,4 Space-charge
1 bar H.0

0.8} ) 1 bar CO, ]

0.6r
&

0.41

0.2} Neutral surface ’/ ] [ Space-charge ,// o

1 bar H20 7 1 bar H.0 P No
i 1 bar CO2 e cOs et " CO, e -
' 500 1000 1500 500 1000 1500 500 1000 1500

0.4 T T T T T T T T T

0.3f 1 F 1 F 1
>
; 0.2F E L 3 3 /\\A 3
<

oal ] -/\_ ] ]

0.0™=556—"""1000 1500 500 1000 1500 500 1000 1500

T/K T/K T/K

Fig. 7 Surface coverages of adsorbates and defects (protons, oxygen

vacancies, hydroxide and carbonate species) as well as free surface sites

and space-charge potential as function of temperature calculated without space-charge (a) and without competitive CO, adsorption (b)

compared to the complete surface equilibria for BaZrpgYp 203 (0 0 1)
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interactions between coadsorbates or surface defects.*
However, Kwon et al. obtained a low interaction energy between
chemisorbed H,0 and CO, on BaO (0 0 1) even for a total
coverage of 0.5.** The apparent difference in Eglztofcoz may be
associated with a lower basicity of the BaO-terminated BaZrO;
surface due to the presence of zirconium, which reduces the
capacity for charge transfer to the adsorbates upon
chemisorption.®

It is interesting to note that the calculated coverage of the
OH,; adsorbate increases with temperature under some
conditions (e.g., Fig. 7c), which can seem counter intuitive due
to the negative entropy of adsorption. Such behavior of OH,
has been predicted previously for BZY surfaces based on an
increasingly positive space-charge potential at higher tempera-
tures which thereby stabilized the negatively charged adsor-
bate.>* However, the calculated space-charge potential becomes
less positive at higher temperatures in the present work, and the
increased OH, coverage may instead be associated with the
rather strong adsorbate interactions which become lower as
Oco, decreases.

In terms of the functional properties of Y-doped BaZrO; as
a proton conducting electrolyte, the present result show that the
surface exhibits a high coverage of protons in the form of OH,
under all the considered conditions. The presence of H,O
prevents the formation of a carbonate overlayer which is
assumed to be detrimental to both performance and
stability.?»** Similar results were recently obtained for SrO-
terminated SrTiO; based on DFT calculations and in situ FTIR
analysis, although a relatively less exothermic chemisorption of
CO, led to generally lower coverages of CO,.*> The favorable
interaction between surface OHg and CO,4q (AE}" ) implies
that there will be relatively large concentrations of protons
available for incorporation into the electrolyte also in carbonate
rich areas of the surface. The strong coadsorption may also
correspond to an increased stability of the Y-doped BaZrO;
surface with respect to formation of Ba(OH), and BaCOy3, as well
as coke deposition.™*

5. Conclusion

The present work demonstrates quantitatively the crucial role of
adsorbate interactions and space-charge formation simulta-
neously in determining the equilibrium surface chemistry of
oxides in the presence of multiple gas components. Despite the
favorable H,O chemisorption on Y-doped BaZrO;, the calcu-
lated H,O coverage was quite low due to the more exothermic
CO, chemisorption and unfavorable interaction between H,O
and CO, adsorbates. However, the coverage of surface protons
was found to be considerable up to 1500 K under most condi-
tions due to a favorable interaction with both hydroxide and
CO, adsorbates. The calculated coverages were found to be
significantly affected by the interactions between surface
species, in particular between surface protons and CO,.
Competitive adsorption and space-charge formation were also
determined to play major roles in the obtained coverages and
concentration of defects.

This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2018
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