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Accessibility enhancement of TS-1-based catalysts
for improving the epoxidation of plant oil-derived
substrates†
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TS-1-based catalysts with different textural features, namely layered TS-1, pillared TS-1, and Ti-pillared TS-1

as well as mesoporous TS-1, were investigated in the liquid-phase epoxidation of methyl oleate as a model

compound for plant oil-derived substrates with hydrogen peroxide at 50 °C. While over the TS-1-based

catalysts, except Ti-pillared TS-1, an epoxide selectivity of up to 93% is achieved, layered and pillared TS-1

are the most active (the amounts of methyl oleate converted after 5 h per number of Ti-sites are 4.64 mol

mol−1 and 4.68 mol mol−1) with an efficiency for H2O2 conversion to the epoxide of 27%. Mesoporous TS-1

and conventional microporous TS-1 exhibit a similar activity (3.64 mol mol−1 vs. 3.37 mol mol−1),

whereas the mesoporous catalyst most efficiently utilizes H2O2 (39% efficiency). The lowest catalytic activity

(0.82 mol mol−1), epoxide selectivity as well as H2O2 efficiency are observed over Ti-MCM-36, possessing

mainly octahedrally coordinated Ti-sites. The results demonstrate the importance of accessibility of Ti-sites

at external crystal surfaces within layered and pillared TS-1, significantly increasing the epoxidation activity

with respect to the number of Ti-atoms present in the catalysts.

1. Introduction

Titanium silicalite-1 (TS-1) is a well-known catalyst for the oxi-
dation of organic substrates with aqueous H2O2 utilizing
isolated Ti(IV)-sites in a hydrophobic, microporous silicalite
framework.1–3 This allows for the simultaneous adsorption of
the often hydrophobic substrates and H2O2 as a hydrophilic
oxidant. Especially for the epoxidation of CC double bonds,
TS-1 is the catalyst of choice for numerous organic
substrates.2–6 Epoxidized plant oils and their derivatives are
attractive intermediates for a broad range of large-scale indus-

trial applications as well as precursors to a wide series of
value-added compounds such as bio-based epoxy resins, non-
isocyanate-based polyurethanes and bio-lubricants.7–10 It was
recently shown that the epoxidation of vegetable oil-based un-
saturated fatty acid methyl esters (FAME), such as methyl ole-
ate, can be accomplished over conventional TS-1 with aque-
ous H2O2 as the oxidizing agent.11 Methyl oleate is derived
from oleic acid which is the most abundant component in a
large variety of plant oils. In addition, only one CC double
bond is present in methyl oleate making it a suitable model
compound for FAME. In the epoxidation of methyl oleate over
conventional TS-1, almost complete conversion and epoxide
selectivity up to 93% were achieved.11 However, the conver-
sion of FAME over TS-1 is limited by mass transfer within the
catalyst particles, largely due to the limited size of its micro-
pores with respect to the bulky FAME molecules. In addition,
a low H2O2 efficiency of 18% (defined as the ratio of moles of
product formed to moles of H2O2 consumed) was observed
which poses an essential hurdle for a “green” and economi-
cally viable process.

Titanium-containing silicates with enhanced accessibility
of the active Ti-sites could overcome the limitations associ-
ated with the relatively small pore width of TS-1.12–14 Lay-
ered titanosilicates are particularly attractive catalysts as
they possess active tetrahedrally coordinated titanium sites
in their crystalline framework and a high external surface
area. Ti-sites on the external surface are accessible without
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diffusion restrictions typical for those in microporous chan-
nel systems.14,15 Corma et al.16,17 incorporated titanium into
the lamellar silicate ITQ-6 (FER topology). The activity of Ti-
ITQ-6 (lamellar, turnover number (TON) = 23) exceeds that of
Ti-FER (purely microporous, TON = 6) and is similar to that
of Ti-BEA (purely microporous, TON = 20) in the epoxidation
of 1-hexene. Wu et al.18,19 described the preparation of Ti-
MWW via its lamellar precursor (denoted as Ti-MCM-22P).
Fan et al.20 prepared Ti-YNU-1 (possessing a crystal structure
similar to that of the MWW-lamellar precursor) and this ma-
terial exhibits an enhanced activity in the epoxidation of C5–
C8 cycloalkenes compared to the 3-dimensional purely micro-
porous Ti-MWW (Ti-MWW, nSi/nTi = 45) and Ti-BEA (nSi/nTi =
35), although it has a molar nSi/nTi ratio as high as 240 (e.g.,
TON for cyclohexene epoxidation of 1100 for Ti-YNU-1 vs. 50
for 3D-Ti-MWW). Kim et al.21 prepared a Ti-MCM-36 catalyst
by swelling Ti-MCM-22P layers with a surfactant and
supporting the layers (pillaring) with amorphous SiO2 to keep
them apart after calcination. This pillared material exhibits a
more than three times higher TON than conventional TS-1 in
1-hexene epoxidation at 45 °C (TONTi-MCM-36 = 257, TONTS-1 =
81). Wang et al.22 reported the preparation of interlayer-
expanded Ti-IEZ-MWW. The TON achieved over this material
in the epoxidation of cyclohexene is an order of magnitude
higher (TON = 233) compared to that of Ti-MWW (TON = 33).
Ryoo et al.23 described the preparation of nanosheet TS-1
using a specially designed surfactant as a structure-directing
agent (C18H37–N

+(CH3)2–C6H12–N
+(CH3)2–C6H13(OH

−)2)
24 in-

stead of the conventionally applied tetrapropylammonium hy-
droxide. Nanosheet TS-1 exhibits an order of magnitude
higher conversion in the epoxidation of cyclohexene and
cyclooctene in comparison with conventional TS-1 (cyclo-
octene conversion: nanosheet TS-1, 15.3% vs. TS-1, 0.6% at
60 °C after 2 h). Recently, Přech et al.25 reported a procedure
for the pillaring of TS-1 nanosheets. To suppress the active
phase dilution, titanium was added also during the pillaring
treatment. The resulting Ti-pillared TS-1 is active in cyclo-
octene and norbornene epoxidation at 60 °C. The yield of
cyclooctene oxide over the Ti-pillared TS-1 catalyst (16.9% af-
ter 4 h) is increased substantially in comparison with that
over pillared TS-1 without titanium addition (yield 3.5%).

An alternative approach to improve the catalytic activity of
TS-1 crystals for the epoxidation of substrates with large mol-
ecules is to increase the accessibility of the Ti-sites by creat-
ing mesopores in the zeolitic framework, e.g., by the prepara-
tion of hierarchically structured TS-1 (possessing micro- and
mesopores) via secondary templating. Jacobsen et al.26

reported the synthesis of mesoporous TS-1 using carbon
black pearls. The application of mesoporous TS-1 resulted in
the same yield as conventional TS-1 in the epoxidation of
1-octene (ratio between product yield over mesoporous and
conventional catalyst after the same reaction time Ymesoporous/
Yconventional = 1). However, a 10 times higher yield of cyclo-
hexene oxide (Ymesoporous/Yconventional = 9.5 after 70 min of re-
action) was obtained in the epoxidation of cyclohexene with
H2O2.

26

In the present study, TS-1-based catalysts with different
textural features, i.e., layered TS-1, pillared and Ti-pillared
TS-1 as well as mesoporous TS-1, were prepared, thoroughly
characterized and investigated in the liquid-phase epoxida-
tion of methyl oleate with H2O2 at a mild temperature of
50 °C. The catalytic results achieved over the TS-1-based cata-
lysts are compared to those obtained over a conventional,
microporous TS-1 and Ti-MCM-36. It was of particular inter-
est to study, if the catalytic activity of the materials can be en-
hanced through improving the accessibility of the active Ti-
sites by providing porosity in addition to the micropores of
conventional TS-1. Fig. 1 shows a schematic comparison of
the different catalyst pore structures. In addition to the activ-
ity and selectivity, the H2O2 efficiency with respect to the
structural features of the materials as well as the reusability
and regenerability of the catalysts were investigated.

2. Experimental section
2.1 Synthesis of the catalysts

2.1.1 Synthesis of mesoporous TS-1. Mesoporous titanium
silicalite-1 (meso-TS-1) was prepared using carbon black
pearls (CBP, diameter 20 nm, Cabot) as a secondary
templating agent. The procedure was adapted from
Taramasso et al.27 and is described in detail in the ESI† (1.1).

2.1.2 Synthesis of layered TS-1. The synthesis of parent lay-
ered TS-1 was carried out according to the procedure
reported by Ryoo et al.23 starting from TEOS and TBOTi using
a surfactant template C18H37N

+(CH3)2C6H12N
+(CH3)2C6H13 in

hydroxide form (abbreviated as C18-6-6), prepared as described
in ref. 23. Details are given in the ESI† (1.2).

2.1.3 Pillaring of layered TS-1. The catalysts pillared TS-1
and Ti-pillared TS-1 were prepared from the as-synthesized
layered TS-1. No swelling of the material was necessary as the
layers are kept apart intrinsically by the surfactant template.
The pillaring was performed as described by Přech et al.25

TEOS (for pillared TS-1) and a mixture of TEOS and TBOTi
with a nSi/nTi ratio of 20 (for Ti-pillared TS-1) were mixed with

Fig. 1 Schematic representation of the structure of the studied
catalysts: conventional TS-1 (A), mesoporous TS-1 (meso-TS-1) (B), lay-
ered TS-1 (C), pillared TS-1 (D), Ti-pillared TS-1 (E), and Ti-MCM-36 (F).
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the as-synthesized layered zeolite (10 g of the TEOS mixture
per 1 g of layered TS-1) and stirred at 65 °C for 24 h. Then,
the solid was removed by centrifugation and dried for 48 h at
room temperature. Subsequently, the product was hydrolyzed
in distilled water with 5 wt% ethanol (100 cm3 g−1) at room
temperature for 24 h under vigorous stirring. Finally, the
solid material was again removed by centrifugation, dried at
65 °C and calcined in an air flow at 550 °C for 10 h using a
temperature ramp of 2 °C min−1.

2.1.4 Synthesis of Ti-MCM-36. The synthesis followed the
procedure described by Wu et al.19 and consists of four steps
as given in detail in the ESI† (1.3). These steps are (i) the
preparation of Ti-MCM-22P, (ii) the removal of extra-
framework Ti-species from the as-synthesized Ti-MCM-22P,
(iii) the transformation of Ti-MCM-22ĲP) by a surfactant-
assisted swelling step to obtain Ti-MCM-22ĲSW) followed by
(iv) pillaring of Ti-MCM-22SW and calcination to obtain Ti-
MCM-36.

An industrial titanium silicalite-1 (TS-1, powder, Evonik)
was used as a reference.

2.2 Characterization

X-ray powder diffraction (XRD) patterns were collected using
a Bruker AXS D8 Advance diffractometer equipped with a
graphite monochromator and a position-sensitive detector
Våntec-1 using CuKα radiation in Bragg–Brentano geometry.
Data were collected in continuous mode over the 2θ range of
1–40° with a step size of 0.00853° and a time per step of
0.25 s.

Nitrogen sorption isotherms were obtained at liquid nitro-
gen temperature (−196 °C) with a Micromeritics ASAP 2020
volumetric sorption analyzer. Prior to the analysis, the indi-
vidual samples were outgassed under vacuum (1.33 Pa) at
250 °C overnight. The sorption isotherms were taken in the
relative pressure range of p/p0 from 0.0050 to 0.9990. The spe-
cific BET surface area was evaluated using adsorption data in
the relative pressure range of p/p0 from 0.05 to 0.20. The
t-plot method28 was applied to determine the specific volume
of micropores (Vmicro) and the specific external surface area
(Sext). The adsorbed amount of nitrogen at p/p0 = 0.99 reflects
the total specific adsorption capacity (Vtotal). The pore width
distribution (PWD) was calculated from the desorption
branch of the hysteresis loop using the BJH algorithm29 with
the Halsey equation.

To determine the characteristics of pores smaller than 3
nm, low-pressure argon sorption was performed for selected
samples at −186 °C. The pore width distributions were calcu-
lated from the argon adsorption isotherms using the non-
local density functional theory (NLDFT) model for cylindrical
pores in oxides.

Diffuse reflectance UV-vis (DR-UV-vis) absorption spectra
were collected using a Perkin-Elmer Lambda 950 spectrome-
ter with a 2 mm quartz tube and a large slit (8 × 16 mm) at
room temperature. The data were collected in the wavelength
range of 190–800 nm. All samples were analyzed after
calcination.

The chemical composition of the materials (expressed
hereafter as the nSi/nTi ratio) was determined by XRF with a
Philips PW 1404 spectrometer using the analytical program
UniQuant. The samples were mixed with Dentacryl resin
(SpofaDental, Czech Republic) as a binder and pressed onto
the surface of cellulose pellets prior to the measurement.

Scanning electron microscopy (SEM) images were taken
using a FEI Company Nova NanoLab 200 microscope at 5 kV.
Prior to the measurement, the samples were sputtered with
gold.

2.3 Catalytic experiments

Catalytic experiments were carried out batchwise in the liq-
uid phase in a two-necked round-bottom glass reactor (V = 25
cm3) equipped with a magnetic stirrer (400 rpm), a septum
and a reflux condenser at 50 °C as described previously.11

Methyl oleate (MO, 97%, Sigma-Aldrich) was used as a
substrate, H2O2 (35 wt% aqueous solution, Solvay-Wolfen)
was used as the oxidant, acetonitrile (99.9%, BDH Prolabo)
served as a solvent and chlorobenzene (99.8%, Aldrich) was
the internal standard. In a typical experiment, 10 cm3 of ace-
tonitrile was loaded into the reactor, followed by the addition
of the substrate (MO, 90 mg, 0.30 mmol), H2O2 (140 mg, 1.50
mmol) and chlorobenzene (67 mg, 0.60 mmol). The reaction
was started by addition of the catalyst (150 mg), dried at
120 °C for 5 h in air prior to the experiment. Samples were
taken periodically from the reaction mixture, diluted in ace-
tonitrile and analyzed by capillary gas chromatography.11

The conversion of methyl oleate was calculated as the ra-
tio of converted and initially present methyl oleate. The selec-
tivity for methyl 9,10-epoxystearate (epoxide, ME) is given as
the mass of epoxide formed relative to the converted mass of
the substrate methyl oleate. In order to compare the catalysts
with respect to the different Ti-contents, the activity per Ti-
sites is calculated as the molar amount of methyl oleate
converted after 5 h of reaction divided by the molar amount
of Ti-atoms present in the catalysts. The H2O2 conversion was
calculated from the concentration of H2O2 in the initial reac-
tant solution and in the product samples as determined by
iodometric titration. The H2O2 efficiency (EH2O2

) is defined as
the ratio of moles of epoxide formed to moles of hydrogen
peroxide consumed. The experimental accuracy was within
±2% for the conversion of methyl oleate, ±6% for the conver-
sion of H2O2 and ±5% for the epoxide selectivity.

In reusability tests, three consecutive experiments were
carried out as described above. After each repetition, the
catalyst was filtered off, washed with 20 cm3 of acetonitrile,
dried at room temperature and added to a fresh reaction
mixture.

A regeneration experiment followed the reusability tests.
For this purpose, the catalyst was removed from the reaction
mixture after the third repetition by filtration, washed with
20 cm3 of acetonitrile, dried at room temperature and cal-
cined in static air at 400 °C for 24 h. The regenerated catalyst
was used in another catalytic experiment.

Catalysis Science & TechnologyPaper

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 0

1 
A

ug
us

t 2
01

6.
 D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
on

 6
/1

6/
20

26
 3

:2
2:

37
 P

M
. 

 T
hi

s 
ar

tic
le

 is
 li

ce
ns

ed
 u

nd
er

 a
 C

re
at

iv
e 

C
om

m
on

s 
A

ttr
ib

ut
io

n-
N

on
C

om
m

er
ci

al
 3

.0
 U

np
or

te
d 

L
ic

en
ce

.
View Article Online

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/c6cy01232a


Catal. Sci. Technol., 2016, 6, 7280–7288 | 7283This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2016

3. Results and discussion
3.1 Catalyst characterization

The XRD patterns of the prepared catalysts are presented in
Fig. 2. The XRD pattern of mesoporous TS-1 (meso-TS-1)
shows clear evidence of the presence of the MFI structure.
The diffraction pattern of layered TS-1 is consistent with that
observed by Ryoo et al.23 for nanosheet TS-1. In the low 2θ re-
gion, no diffraction line can be observed due to a random
orientation of the layers after calcination. On the other hand,
for pillared TS-1 and Ti-pillared TS-1, a strong diffraction line
is present at 2θ = 1.7°. This line characterizes a regular orga-
nization of the layers within these pillared materials.

The position of the diffraction line corresponds to a
d-spacing of 4.5 nm and an interlayer distance of 2.5 nm (the
thickness of the TS-1 layer is approximately 2 nm23).

The diffraction lines in the XRD patterns of pillared TS-1
and Ti-pillared TS-1 are less intense due to the presence of
amorphous pillars in these materials. For Ti-MCM-36, the
main feature of the diffraction pattern (Fig. 2) is an intense
diffraction line at 2θ = 2.1° (corresponding to a d-spacing of
4.2 nm). This line originates from the organized layered char-
acter of the pillared titanosilicate similar to that of pillared TS-1.

The scanning electron micrographs (SEM) shown in
Fig. 3 reveal flake-like crystals in agglomerates for all the
layered materials studied (Fig. 3, B–E). In the case of the
pillared materials (Fig. 3, C–E), the agglomerates are par-
tially covered with amorphous material, probably silica from
hydrolysis of the excess TEOS used for the pillaring. Map-
ping by SEM–EDX (energy-dispersive X-ray spectroscopy)
shows that Si and Ti are homogeneously distributed over
the materials (ESI,† Fig. S3–S5). In the case of meso-TS-1
(Fig. 3, A), crystals of a sponge-like morphology are ob-
served. This morphology results from the presence of
mesopores after removal of the secondary template.

The textural properties of the prepared catalysts are listed
in Table 1 and the corresponding sorption isotherms are
presented in the ESI† (Fig. S1†).

All TS-1-based catalysts possess specific BET surface areas
between 465 and 595 m2 g−1. The specific BET surface area of
Ti-MCM-36 (786 m2 g−1) as well as its specific external surface
area (629 m2 g−1) are higher in comparison with those of the
TS-1-based catalysts due to the different framework topology
of the crystalline layers of this material (MWW vs. MFI). The
layers of Ti-MCM-36 possess side pockets on the external sur-
face.30 Furthermore, the layers are more regular than those
in nanosheet TS-1, because Ti-MCM-36 is formed via a Ti-
MCM-22P layered precursor.21 Meso-TS-1 exhibits a similar
specific external surface area (239 m2 g−1) to layered TS-1 and
Ti-pillared TS-1 (256 m2 g−1 and 239 m2 g−1, respectively).

The lower total adsorption capacity of Ti-pillared TS-1
(Vtotal 0.29 cm3 g−1) in comparison with those of pillared TS-1
and Ti-MCM-36 (Vtotal 0.46 and 0.44 cm3 g−1) can be
explained by the formation of thicker pillars when a mixture
of TEOS and TBOTi is used instead of pure TEOS for the
pillaring procedure.25

The obtained pore width distribution (PWD) for meso-TS-1
clearly reflects the size (diameter 20 nm) of the carbon
black pearls utilized for secondary templating (Fig. 4). The
interlamellar porous structure of the lamellar catalysts be-
longs to the lower mesopore region (2–10 nm; vide supra).
In order to gain information on the porous structure of the
lamellar catalysts, low-pressure argon adsorption was
conducted.31 The PWD derived from argon adsorption using
the NLDFT method shows two distinct pore widths (Fig. 5).
A maximum of the PWD curve centered at 0.58 nm corre-
sponds to the width of micropores present in the crystalline
layers (shown for Ti-MCM-36 and Ti-pillared TS-1 in the
ESI,† Fig. S2). The second maximum between 2 and 3 nm
reflects the interlayer distance. This result is consistent with
the interlayer distance derived from the diffraction patterns
(the position of the first diffraction line,30 Fig. 2). The

Fig. 2 Powder X-ray diffraction patterns of layered TS-1, pillared TS-1,
Ti-pillared TS-1, Ti-MCM-36, and meso-TS-1.

Fig. 3 SEM images of meso-TS-1 (A), layered TS-1 (B), pillared TS-1
(C), Ti-pillared TS-1 (D), and Ti-MCM-36 (E).
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nature and coordination of the Ti-species were investigated
using DR-UV-vis spectroscopy.

In the upper part of Fig. 6, the spectra of the lamellar TS-1
catalysts, i.e., layered, pillared and Ti-pillared TS-1, are
displayed. The main feature in these spectra is a band cen-
tered around 210 nm. This band is characteristic of an O(2p)
→ Ti(3d) charge transfer transition, and is generally assigned
to isolated, tetrahedrally coordinated TiĲOSi)4 species in hy-
drophobic zeolite frameworks.32

The spectrum of Ti-pillared TS-1 (Fig. 6) also exhibits a
shoulder at approximately 260–290 nm. This absorption re-
sults from the presence of pentahedrally or octahedrally
coordinated TiĲOH)ĲOSi)3(H2O) and Ti(OH)2(OSi)2(H2O)2 spe-
cies,33 located in the amorphous pillars or on the surface of
the crystalline layers. Similar spectra were observed by Přech
et al.34 upon impregnation of deboronated borosilicate zeo-
lites with TBOTi solution. The decrease in the intensity of the
band at 210 nm observed for pillared TS-1 with respect to lay-
ered TS-1 can be attributed to the dilution of the
titanosilicate phase by the silica pillars. A higher band inten-
sity for Ti-pillared TS-1 with respect to layered and pillared
TS-1 results from post-synthesis addition of titanium during
the pillaring.

In the spectrum of Ti-MCM-36, a broader band centered
around 225 nm is found. The red shift of the absorption max-
imum suggests the simultaneous presence of tetrahedral
tripodal TiĲOSi)3OH and loosely coordinated tetrapodal

Ti(OSi)4 species in Ti-MCM-36. The presence of these Ti-spe-
cies is typical for titanosilicates with MWW topology.19

In addition, the broad line width at half maximum of the
band points to the presence of pentahedrally or octahedrally
coordinated TiĲOH)ĲOSi)3(H2O) and Ti(OH)2(OSi)2(H2O)2
species.

For meso-TS-1, a band with the maximum at around 210 nm
is observed together with a weak absorption centered at ca.
320 nm. The latter observation is indicative of the presence of
an anatase-like TiO2 phase containing Ti–O–Ti species, typi-
cally absorbing at 330 nm.

3.2 Epoxidation of methyl oleate with H2O2

For the TS-1-based catalysts except pillared TS-1 and Ti-
pillared TS-1, both conversion of methyl oleate (MO) and con-
version of H2O2 rise rapidly (up to XMO = 92% and XH2O2

=
61%) within the first 5 h of the experiment (Fig. 7).

Table 1 Specific BET surface area SBET, external surface area Sext, micropore volume Vmicro and total pore volume Vtotal as determined from nitrogen
sorption analysis as well as Ti-content expressed as the molar ratio nSi/nTi of the TS-1-based catalysts and Ti-MCM-36

Titanosilicate SBET/m
2 g−1 Sext/m

2 g−1 Vmicro/cm
3 g−1 Vtotal/cm

3 g−1 nSi/nTi dmeso
a/nm

TS-1 449 95 0.16 0.21 31 n.d.b

Meso-TS-1 465 239 0.10 0.34 38 20.0
Layered TS-1 508 256 0.12 0.48 41 3.0c

Pillared TS-1 595 384 0.09 0.46 93 2.8
Ti-pillared TS-1 480 239 0.11 0.29 23 3.0
Ti-MCM-36 786 629 0.07 0.44 57 2.2

a The value of dmeso represents the maximum of the PWD in the mesopore region, presented in Fig. 5 and 6. b n.d.: not determined.
c Interparticle space.

Fig. 4 BJH pore width distribution of meso-TS-1.
Fig. 5 NLDFT pore width distribution of Ti-MCM-36, pillared TS-1, Ti-
pillared TS-1, and layered TS-1.
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Furthermore, the conversion increases only slightly, e.g., from
XMO = 92% to 94%, XH2O2

= 61% to 74% for layered TS-1.
Among all TS-1-based catalysts, except the conventional TS-1
itself, the highest MO conversion after 5 h is achieved using
layered TS-1 (XMO,5h = 92%) and meso-TS-1 (XMO,5h = 76%).

Since both catalysts possess comparable Ti-content (lay-
ered TS-1: nSi/nTi = 41 vs. meso-TS-1: nSi/nTi = 38), specific BET
surface area and external surface area (cf. Table 1), the struc-
tural features may account for the different activity. Sponge-
like particles of meso-TS-1 are larger in size (approx. 1 μm)
and denser than those of layered TS-1 (0.4 μm) (Fig. 3). The
difference in the specific total pore volume (0.34 vs. 0.48
cm3 g−1) confirms this statement. Furthermore, it should be
taken into account that mesopores in the core of the meso-
TS-1 crystals (being formed by removal of the carbon black
pearls) might be accessible only through the micropores.

In addition, the lower conversion of meso-TS-1 over lay-
ered TS-1 may also result from a difference in the types of ac-
cessible active Ti-sites (as revealed by DR-UV-vis spectroscopy,
vide supra) or a lower active site density within the mesopores
in meso-TS-1 with respect to the external surface of layered
TS-1. In contrast to the results achieved by Přech and co-
workers25 for the epoxidation of cyclooctene with H2O2, the
conversion of methyl oleate over pillared TS-1 (XMO,5h = 44%)
is much lower compared to that over layered TS-1 (XMO,5h =
92%). This can be attributed to a lower Ti-content of the for-
mer. Relating the conversion of methyl oleate to the number
of Ti-sites in layered TS-1 and pillared TS-1, a comparable ac-
tivity per Ti-sites for the two catalysts results (4.64 mol mol−1

vs. 4.68 mol mol−1). Although pillaring leads to expansion of
the interlayer distance as well as more open reaction space
(which is expected to improve accessibility of the active Ti-
sites), the accessibility of the active sites for the MO mole-
cules is not strongly different. Probably, this is due to the
high steric demand of the methyl oleate molecules (high mo-
lecular weight, long carbon chain, cis-conformation of the
internal double bond). This is supported by the fact that the
conversion of methyl oleate over pillared TS-1 increases fur-
ther between 5 and 24 h of reaction (XMO,5h = 44% vs. XMO,24h

= 76%), while over layered TS-1, the methyl oleate conversion
is nearly quantitative after 5 h as more active centers are ac-
cessible. Note, however, that the linkage of the pillars to the
external surface of the TS-1 nanosheets leads to partial block-
age of active Ti-sites. Consequently, some active Ti-sites on
the external surface cannot be fully utilized for the catalytic
conversion.

In order to increase the amount of Ti-sites accessible for
methyl oleate, pillars comprising Ti-sites were introduced by
pillaring of layered TS-1 with a mixture of TEOS and a Ti-
source. The obtained catalyst Ti-pillared TS-1 is, however, less
active than its counterpart with Ti-free pillars (pillared TS-1)
showing a methyl oleate conversion of 36% after 5 h of reac-
tion with an activity per Ti-sites of 1.04 mol mol−1. The main
disadvantage of the Ti-pillared TS-1 is the fast decomposition
of H2O2 (XH2O2,5h = 79%). As can be seen from the DR-UV-vis
spectra (Fig. 6), increasing Ti-content by pillaring with a Ti-
source leads to the formation of octahedrally coordinated
extra-framework Ti-species, either on the surface of the layers
or within the pillars.25 With respect to tetrahedrally coordi-
nated Ti-species, these are supposed to be less active in the
epoxidation with H2O2 and possibly responsible for the

Fig. 6 DR-UV-vis spectra of the TS-1-based catalysts layered TS-1,
pillared TS-1, Ti-pillared TS-1, meso-TS-1, and Ti-MCM-36.

Fig. 7 Conversion of methyl oleate XMO, conversion of hydrogen
peroxide XH2O2

and epoxide selectivity SME as a function of reaction
time in the epoxidation of methyl oleate over different titanosilicate
catalysts (Vacetonitrile = 10 cm3, cMO = 0.03 mol L−1, (nH2O2

/nMO) = 5 mol
mol−1, mcat = 150 mg, T = 50 °C).
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higher rate of H2O2 decomposition.35,36 Furthermore, com-
pared to pillared TS-1, Ti-pillared TS-1 possesses a lower spe-
cific total pore volume in accordance with the fact that the
Ti-containing pillars are broader (vide supra). A difference in
the pillaring may lead to a decrease in the available reaction
space, thus, decreasing the reaction rate. In addition, a lower
amount of active tetrahedrally coordinated Ti-species on the
external surface of the nanosheets could be accessible for the
reactants. At the same time, a considerable amount of less
active but readily accessible Ti-sites may be present in the pil-
lars themselves.

Conventional microporous TS-1 exhibits an activity per Ti-
sites of 3.37 mol mol−1. While this is comparable with the ac-
tivity achieved over meso-TS-1 (3.64 mol mol−1), the activity
of layered and pillared TS-1 (4.64 mol mol−1 vs. 4.68 mol
mol−1) is higher. The comparable TOF achieved over TS-1 and
meso-TS-1 can be attributed to the lower particle size of the
conventional catalyst (cf. ESI,† Fig. S12) assuming that the re-
action occurs at the outer crystallite surface only.

Over all catalysts studied, the epoxide selectivity decreases
steadily with reaction time due to the formation of by-
products via consecutive reactions of the epoxide (cf. ref. 11).

The main by-product is methyl 9,10-dihydroxystearate
(diol). The epoxide selectivity does not noticeably depend on
the structural features of the catalysts, since it is comparable
for the conventional TS-1, meso-TS-1, layered TS-1, as well as
pillared TS-1 (SME,5h = 89–92%).

Only for Ti-pillared TS-1, a lower epoxide selectivity (SME,5h

= 82%) is observed. This can be attributed to the presence of
a larger density of octahedrally coordinated Ti-species in Ti-
pillared TS-1 which facilitate consecutive reactions. Ti–OH
groups in “TiO6” species can act as acid sites on the catalyst
surface37 which may catalyze the ring opening of the epoxide
to form the corresponding diol. Moreover, less available reac-
tion space may be accessible between the layers hindering
the removal of epoxide molecules from the catalyst surface
before undergoing consecutive reactions. However, since
TiĲIV)-species are also reported to be slightly acidic,38,39 it is
more likely that a longer residence time of the epoxide within
the catalyst leads to the formation of the diol.

Based on a previous study,11 a fivefold excess of H2O2 with
respect to methyl oleate was used in this work. At lower mo-
lar ratios of H2O2 to methyl oleate (1 : 1, 2 : 1 and 3 : 1), the
maximum conversion over conventional TS-1 does not exceed
65%, since H2O2 is completely converted within the first
hours of the reaction. Furthermore, it is reported for the ep-
oxidation of methyl oleate over Ti-MCM-41 that H2O2 can be
more efficiently utilized when added dropwise to the reaction
solution.40 Dropwise addition of H2O2 in the epoxidation of
methyl oleate over conventional TS-1 does not result in a
higher H2O2 efficiency and leads to a 15% lower conversion
of methyl oleate at a comparable epoxide selectivity. Thus,
the conversion of hydrogen peroxide occurs by two routes
(Fig. 7): the effective epoxidation of methyl oleate and the
unproductive decomposition. Both reactions occur via forma-
tion of the Ti–hydroperoxo complex on tetrahedrally coordi-

nated Ti(IV)-sites stabilized by a protic molecule such as
methanol or water.41 The five-membered-ring structure in
this complex is believed to be the active intermediate in oxi-
dative conversions over TS-1 with H2O2 as the oxidizing
agent.3,41,42 However, the formation of the Ti–OOH species
narrows the effective size of the micropores.42 In addition,
the molecular size of methyl oleate is reported to be 0.5 nm ×
0.5 nm × 2.5 nm,43 while the pore width of TS-1 micropores
is approx. 0.53 nm.

Hence, the epoxidation most likely takes place on the ex-
ternal surface of microporous TS-1 and to some extent on Ti-
sites located in micropores close to the crystal external sur-
face. In contrast to the fact that the accessibility of the zeo-
litic pores for the bulky methyl oleate is hindered, the active
Ti–OOH intermediate can be formed inside the channels of
TS-1.42 Due to the constraints mentioned above, these species
are not accessible for the bulky substrate molecules, thus,
result in unproductive conversion of H2O2. This is evident
from the methyl oleate conversion over TS-1 after 5 h which
amounts to 88% at a H2O2 conversion of 83%. Thus, an H2O2

efficiency of only 18% is observed leading to the conclusion
that the vast majority of H2O2 is converted by unproductive
decomposition.

Among all catalysts studied, H2O2 is most efficiently used
over meso-TS-1. After 5 h of reaction, an H2O2 efficiency of
39% is observed. The high H2O2 efficiency achieved over this
catalyst is unexpected, since in this catalyst, crystalline TiO2

in the anatase modification is present (cf. section 3.1) which
is known to decompose H2O2.

36,41 Note, however, that the
H2O2 efficiency observed in the epoxidation of methyl oleate
is generally lower than that achieved when converting olefins
with lower molecular sizes such as cyclohexene. For the latter
case, H2O2 efficiencies of up to 75% can be reached.44 The
lower H2O2 efficiency for methyl oleate epoxidation is, there-
fore, most likely due to the bulky methyl oleate molecules
which do not reach all active Ti-sites. These are, however, ac-
cessible for H2O2 resulting in more distinct decomposition.

For both layered and pillared TS-1, the H2O2 efficiency is
comparable, i.e., around 27% and 28%, respectively. The
unproductive H2O2 conversion is most pronounced for Ti-
pillared TS-1 over which methyl oleate conversion after 5 h
reaches only 36%, whereas H2O2 conversion amounts to 79%,
corresponding to an H2O2 efficiency of 8%. Besides the struc-
tural properties of the titanosilicate catalysts, the
unproductive conversion of H2O2 can furthermore be related
to the nature of the present and accessible Ti-species. Octahe-
drally coordinated Ti-species can decompose H2O2 resulting
in the low H2O2 efficiency over Ti-pillared TS-1.36,41

Ti-MCM-36 shows the lowest catalytic activity (0.82 mol mol−1),
epoxide selectivity (SME,5h = 75%) and H2O2 efficiency
(EH2O2,5h = 3%) among all catalysts studied. Based on the re-
sults of DR-UV-vis spectroscopy, Ti-MCM-36 mainly possesses
octahedrally coordinated Ti-species which are believed to be
only slightly active for the epoxidation of olefins with
H2O2.

36,41,45 Swelling/pillaring during synthesis of Ti-MCM-36
is expected to generate a large number of weakly acidic
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silanol groups. The low H2O2 efficiency is, thus, a combined
result of conversion over the octahedrally coordinated Ti-spe-
cies as well as the silanol groups both causing unproductive
H2O2 decomposition. In addition, the presence of silanol
groups results in a more hydrophilic surface promoting the
adsorption of polar products, e.g., the epoxide. As a conse-
quence, the epoxide can be further converted by acid-
catalyzed hydrolysis to the diol. In fact, the diol is the pre-
dominant by-product over Ti-MCM-36 formed with a selectiv-
ity of 17%.

3.3 Reusability and regeneration of meso-TS-1, layered TS-1
and pillared TS-1

It was shown in an earlier work11 that deactivation of conven-
tional TS-1 during epoxidation of methyl oleate with aqueous
H2O2 occurs due to blocking of the active Ti-sites on the
outer crystal surface by organic deposits. However, for con-
ventional TS-1, these deposits can be completely removed by
calcination in air at 400 °C leading to a fully restored catalytic
activity.11

In order to examine which compounds lead to deactiva-
tion, the conventional TS-1 catalyst (after the 2nd reuse) was
extracted with tetrachloromethane and dichloromethane (see
the ESI†). Electrospray ionization-mass spectrometry analysis
of the extracts shows that oligomers originating from the
ring-opening product of the epoxide lead to the observed de-
activation (cf. ESI,† Fig. S13).

The most promising TS-1-based catalysts, meso-TS-1, lay-
ered TS-1 as well as pillared TS-1, were reused twice. The con-
version of methyl oleate and H2O2 as well as the selectivity
for the epoxide (ME) are shown as a function of reaction time
for the reused catalysts in Fig. S6.†

For all catalysts, the activities after the 1st reuse are signif-
icantly lower compared to those of the fresh catalysts (meso-
TS-1: active site-related catalytic activity, fresh = 3.64 mol
mol−1 vs. 1st reuse = 1.30 mol mol−1; layered TS-1: fresh =
4.64 mol mol−1 vs. 1st reuse = 1.87 mol mol−1; pillared TS-1:
fresh = 4.68 mol mol−1 vs. 1st reuse = 1.72 mol mol−1). For
layered and pillared TS-1, the activity remains unchanged
during the 2nd reuse. In contrast, the activity of meso-TS-1
decreases further (0.93 mol mol−1) when reused for the sec-
ond time. A similar trend is also observed for the H2O2 effi-
ciency, while the epoxide selectivity is comparable through-
out all three consecutive catalytic experiments. A comparable
H2O2 efficiency is observed over layered and pillared TS-1
during the 1st and 2nd reuse (layered TS-1: EH2O2,5h fresh
27%, 1st/2nd reuse 21%; pillared TS-1: EH2O2,5h fresh 27%,
1st/2nd reuse 10%). The drop in H2O2 efficiency is most pro-
nounced for pillared TS-1. Over meso-TS-1, the H2O2 effi-
ciency decreases to 19% (EH2O2,5h fresh 39%) after the 1st re-
use, but increases slightly in the 2nd reuse (EH2O2,5h 2nd
reuse 27%).

All the three catalysts are stable towards leaching of active
Ti-species (cf. ESI,† Fig. S7) under the applied reaction condi-
tions. In addition, the structural and textural features of the

regenerated catalysts, except layered TS-1, remain virtually
unaffected (cf. ESI,† Fig. S8–11, Table S1). Since no structural
changes are observed for layered TS-1, the results from N2-
sorption indicate that the layers are partially connected to
each other after regeneration, leading to a lower specific BET
surface area, lower external surface area as well as lower total
pore volume (cf. ESI,† Table S1).

4. Conclusions

TS-1-based catalysts possessing different structural features
with increased accessibility of the active Ti-sites were studied
in the liquid-phase epoxidation of methyl oleate with H2O2.
In comparison with a conventional, microporous TS-1 and
among all TS-1-based catalysts investigated in this study, the
highest conversion of methyl oleate of 92% (amount of
methyl oleate converted after 5 h per number of Ti-sites of
4.64 mol mol−1) at an epoxide selectivity of 89% after 5 h of
reaction is observed over layered TS-1. This clearly shows that
an improved accessibility of the Ti-sites results in a higher
catalytic activity with respect to a conventional, merely micro-
porous TS-1 catalyst. Pillaring of the layered TS-1 to achieve
pillared TS-1 and Ti-pillared TS-1 does not increase the cata-
lytic activity. While the activity achieved for pillared TS-1 is
comparable to that of layered TS-1 (4.68 mol mol−1), that of
Ti-pillared TS-1 containing Ti-sites within the pillars (1.04
mol mol−1 at an epoxide selectivity of 82%) is significantly
lower. The pillaring with a Ti-source decreases the H2O2 effi-
ciency due to the presence of extra-framework TiOx species,
leading to fast H2O2 decomposition. Both meso-TS-1 prepared
by secondary templating with carbon black pearls and the
conventional TS-1 are similarly active (3.64 vs. 3.37 mol mol−1)
and selective for the epoxide, while meso-TS-1 shows a much
higher H2O2 efficiency.

Catalyst deactivation occurs due to blocking of active sites
by oligomers formed by consecutive reactions of the epoxide.
With the exception of layered TS-1, the catalytic activity and
selectivity of pillared and meso-TS-1 can be completely recov-
ered by calcination in air.

Ti-MCM-36 (pillared catalyst with MWW layers),
containing mainly octahedrally coordinated Ti-species, pro-
vides the lowest activity (0.82 mol mol−1), epoxide selectivity
(SME,5h = 75%) and H2O2 efficiency (EH2O2,5h = 3%). Based on
the results achieved over the TS-1-based catalysts and Ti-
MCM-36, it becomes apparent that tetrahedrally coordinated
Ti-sites are more crucial to achieve high activity and selectiv-
ity in the epoxidation of high molecular-weight substrates
with H2O2 than hierarchical porosity alone.

The benefit of hierarchically structured materials in
heterogeneous catalysis is often attributed to an improved ac-
cessibility to the active sites and significantly enhanced mass
transfer within the catalyst pore system. It is shown here that
the presence of additional porosity provides a pronounced
advantage for activity and stability of catalysts for the epoxi-
dation of plant oil-derived substrates. Further studies should,
however, target diffusion studies along with catalytic

Catalysis Science & Technology Paper

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 0

1 
A

ug
us

t 2
01

6.
 D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
on

 6
/1

6/
20

26
 3

:2
2:

37
 P

M
. 

 T
hi

s 
ar

tic
le

 is
 li

ce
ns

ed
 u

nd
er

 a
 C

re
at

iv
e 

C
om

m
on

s 
A

ttr
ib

ut
io

n-
N

on
C

om
m

er
ci

al
 3

.0
 U

np
or

te
d 

L
ic

en
ce

.
View Article Online

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/c6cy01232a


7288 | Catal. Sci. Technol., 2016, 6, 7280–7288 This journal is © The Royal Society of Chemistry 2016

experiments, especially for layered and pillared TS-1-based
catalysts.
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