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Synthetic amorphous silica: environmental impacts of
current industry and the benefit of biomass-derived silica

Little is available on the environmental impacts of
manufacturing Synthetic Amorphous Silica (SAS) despite
millions of tonnes being produced annually. Thus, this work
assesses the environmental impacts of SAS produced both
by commercial methods and from rice husk - a popular
“green” alternative. Including consideration for uncertainty,
results provide benchmarks and raise questions about the
footprint of the SAS industry.
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