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atic hydrocarbon isomers with
two azulene units fused†

Jianwen Guo,‡ Fangxin Du,‡ Bo Yu,‡ Pengcheng Du, Haoyuan Li, Jianhua Zhang
and Hanshen Xin *

Azulene, known for its unique electronic properties and structural asymmetry, serves as a promising

building block for the design of novel non-benzenoid polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs). Herein,

we present the synthesis, characterization, and physical properties of three diazulene-fused heptacyclic

aromatic hydrocarbons, 8,17-dioctyldiazuleno[2,1-a:20,10-h]anthracene (trans configuration), 16,18-

dioctyldiazuleno[2,1-a:10,20-j]anthracene (cis configuration) and 3,18-dioctyldiazuleno[2,1-a:10,20-i]
phenanthrene (zigzag configuration). Three compounds are configurational isomers with different fusing

patterns of aromatic rings. All three isomers exhibit pronounced aromaticity, as revealed by nuclear

magnetic resonance spectroscopy and theoretical calculations. They exhibit characteristics of both

azulene and benzenoid PAHs and are much more stable than their all-benzene analogues. The optical

and electrochemical properties of these three isomers were investigated through UV-vis absorption

spectra and cyclic voltammetry, revealing distinct behaviors influenced by their molecular configurations.

Furthermore, the isomer in trans configuration exhibits promising semiconducting properties with a hole

mobility of up to 0.22 cm2 V−1 s−1, indicating its potential in organic electronics applications.
Introduction

Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) have been widely used
as semiconducting materials due to their distinctive electronic
and self-assembling properties.1–3 Graphene, one of the most
famous two-dimensional materials, which is composed of
a series of alternating benzene rings, has attracted widespread
attention due to its unique photoelectric and magnetic
properties.4–6 Seven-membered and ve-membered rings con-
structed entirely of sp2 carbons are considered defects in gra-
phene and its nanofragments.7,8 Numerous reports suggest that
the presence of seven-membered or ve-membered rings can
signicantly affect the physical and chemical properties,
including optoelectronic properties, magnetism, chemical
stability, and mechanical strength of PAHs, like those found in
graphene nanofragments.8–10 Therefore, the introduction of
non-traditional conjugated structural units such as seven-
membered or ve-membered rings is deemed an effective
method to modulate the physicochemical properties and func-
tions of PAHs.11–13 The design and synthesis of PAHs containing
seven-membered14–19 or ve-membered11,20–22 rings, such as
azulene-fused compounds,23–29 and the investigation of their
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the Royal Society of Chemistry
properties and functions are becoming an emerging interdis-
ciplinary frontier attracting widespread attention.

Azulene,30 an aromatic bicyclic isomer of naphthalene,
exhibits a substantial dipole moment of 1.08 D.23,31 Further-
more, the non-mirror-related frontier molecular orbitals
(FMOs) of azulene result in a narrow HOMO–LUMO energy gap
and effectively increase the gap from the rst singlet excited
state (S1) to the second singlet excited state (S2).32 On account of
these distinctive features, azulene and its derivatives have been
recognized as potential building blocks for the construction of
organic electronic materials,33–37 with a hypothesized crucial
role in modulating the chemical and electronic properties of
PAHs.38–44 For example, Chi's group designed and synthesized
a linear heptacyclic aromatic compound with two fused azulene
units,45 as shown in Fig. 1a. This heptacyclic aromatic
compound is an isomer of heptacene (or dibenzo[a,l]penta-
cene), but it exhibits better air stability compared to its all
benzene structural isomers.46 However, limited methods39 and
annulation strategies exacerbate the challenges associated with
synthesis and design of azulene in PAHs; thus research on
azulene-fused PAHs remains relatively scarce.

In the graphene nanofragments shown in the top layer of
Fig. 1b, there are three isomers with seven fused benzene rings:
dinaphthaleno[2,1-a:20,10-h]anthracene (trans conguration),
dinaphthaleno[2,1-a:10,20-j]anthracene (cis conguration), and
dinaphthaleno[2,1-a:10,20-i]phenanthrene (zigzag congura-
tion). Variations in condensation patterns result in distinct
spatial congurations, impacting the distribution of electrons
Chem. Sci., 2024, 15, 12589–12597 | 12589
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Fig. 1 (a) Chemical structures of heptacene, dibenzo[a,l]pentacene, and their azulene-fused isomers. (b) Chemical structure of graphene
nanofragments containing three isomers of heptacyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (top layer) and their azulene-fused isomers (bottom).
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and the structure of energy levels. These alterations are directly
linked to the optical, electrical, and chemical reactivity char-
acteristics of the molecules.5 However, due to limitations in
synthesis methods and stability issues, only dinaphthaleno[2,1-
a:10,20-i]phenanthrene has been synthesized,47 and studies on
the other two isomers have not yet been reported. As isomers of
the graphene nanofragments shown in the bottom layer of
Fig. 1b, which contains multiple azulene units fused together,
there also exist three isomers with seven condensed aromatic
rings: diazuleno[2,1-a:20,10-h]anthracene (trans conguration),
diazuleno[2,1-a:10,20-j]anthracene (cis conguration), and dia-
zuleno[2,1-a:10,20-i]phenanthrene (zigzag conguration).
Researching the synthesis, properties, and functions of this
series of azulene-fused heptacyclic aromatic hydrocarbons is
not only important for exploring non-benzene PAHs but also
provides insights into the synthesis and application of their all-
benzene PAH isomers.

In this study, we have designed and synthesized three
isomers featuring the aforementioned azulene-fused heptacy-
clic aromatic structures (Scheme 1). Octyl groups were intro-
duced as solubilizing chains to enhance the solubility of these
PAHs, resulting in the creation of 8,17-dioctyldiazuleno[2,1-
a:20,10-h]anthracene (1), 16,18-dioctyldiazuleno[2,1-a:10,20-j]
anthracene (2) and 3,18-dioctyldiazuleno[2,1-a:10,20-i]phenan-
threne (3). Compounds 1 and 2 are cis–trans congurational
isomers, with two azulene units fused at both ends of an
anthracene core, while compound 3 has two azulene units
condensed onto a phenanthrene core, forming a zigzag cong-
uration. Chemical shi changes in the 1H NMR spectra among
the three isomers 1–3 revealed structural properties arising
from different congurations. Spectroscopic analyses,
12590 | Chem. Sci., 2024, 15, 12589–12597
electrochemical investigations, and theoretical calculations
have demonstrated that all three isomers manifest pronounced
aromaticity and good redox properties. However, the differences
in the fusion patterns of the aromatic rings, leading to distinct
congurations, markedly affect their energy states and electron
distribution proles. Moreover, 1 shows p-type semiconducting
behaviour with a high average hole mobility of 0.16 cm2 V−1 s−1

and holds great potential as a semiconductor.
Results and discussion

The synthetic routes for compounds 1–3 are depicted in Scheme
1. At the outset of the project, we strategically designed and
synthesized the key intermediate M1. And monobromide M2
was employed as a substrate to investigate the model reaction
(Scheme 1a). Compound S1 was synthesized via Friedel–Cras
acylation between 2-bromoazulene and octanoyl chloride,
resulting in a yield of 57%. This was followed by a reduction
using borane and boron triuoride, providing compound S2 48

with a moderate yield of 59%. Subsequently, the key interme-
diate M1 was prepared through a conventional Pd-catalyzed
reaction between S2 and bis(pinacolato)diboron, achieving
a yield of 78%. Aer that, the model compound 4 was smoothly
synthesized from intermediate M1 by applying a Suzuki–
Miyaura coupling reaction, followed by TMS cleavage and an
annulation reaction. Since the Suzuki coupling reaction of M1
with dibromobenzene derivatives (M3,49 M4 50 and M5) was not
as efficient as the reaction between M1 and M2, a series of
conditions were assessed to optimize the yield. As shown in
Scheme 1b, by adding XPhos as a ligand, S5 was obtained
through coupling M3 with two equivalents of M1 in a mixed
© 2024 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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Scheme 1 Chemical structures and synthetic routes of compound 4 (a), and compounds 1–3 (b): (i) AlCl3, octanoyl chloride, DCM, 0 °C; (ii)
BH3$THF, BF3$Et2O, THF, 0 °C to r.t.; (iii) B2Pin2, Pd(dppf)Cl2, KOAc, DMSO, 80 °C; (iv) Pd(PPh3)4, K2CO3, toluene/EtOH/H2O, 85 °C; (v) KF, DMF/
H2O, rt.; (vi) PtCl2, toluene, 85 °C; (vii) Pd2(dba)3, XPhos, K2CO3, THF/H2O, 85 °C.
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View Article Online
solvent of THF and H2O, affording a yield of 78%. Under the
same conditions, M1 could react with M4 and M5 respectively,
producing S6 and S7 with acceptable yields. Subsequently, by
treating TMS-protected precursors S5–S7 with KF, the desilyla-
tion products S8–S10 were obtained with yields of 86%, 92%,
and 90% accordingly. Finally, the target molecules were
successfully synthesized through a Pt-catalyzed double annu-
lation reaction.51 Compounds 1 and 2 were synthesized with
medium yields of 46% and 42% respectively, while compound 3
was obtained with a lower yield of 26% via the same procedure.
This lower yield may be attributed to the presence of two adja-
cent alkynyl groups in o-diphenylacetylene, which might hinder
the coordination step in the Pt-catalyzed reaction, leading to
unexpected byproducts and a reduced yield.

At room temperature, diazulene-fused isomers 1–3 with two
octyl chains show good solubility in dichloromethane and
aromatic solvents (>7 mg mL−1), exhibiting pronounced insol-
ubility in methanol, a characteristic that could be utilized in
purication and characterization. The chemical structures of
isomers 1–3 were fully characterized by nuclear magnetic reso-
nance (NMR) spectroscopy and high-resolution mass spec-
trometry (HRMS). Thermogravimetric analysis (TGA) was
performed under a nitrogen atmosphere to investigate the
© 2024 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
thermal properties of isomers 1–3. As shown in Fig. S1,† TGA
curves reveal the high 5 wt% decomposition temperatures of
these compounds, indicating good thermodynamic stability. It
can be observed that isomer 3 exhibits a higher stability (383 °C)
compared to isomers 1 (308 °C) and 2 (243 °C). This may be
attributed to the higher rigidity of the zigzag conformation of
isomer 3, while the cis conformation of isomer 2 exhibits lower
rigidity, with higher steric hindrance between adjacent alkyl
chains. As shown in Table S1 and Fig. S2,† both the single point
energy calculations and independent gradient model (IGM)52,53

results also indicate that 3 has greater thermal stability than 2
and 3 (see the ESI† for details).

As depicted in Fig. 2, the 1H chemical shis within the
aromatic region for isomers 1–3, as well as model compound 4,
were presented for comparison. Notably, isomer 1 features
a singlet at 9.46 ppm for the 1Hh, a characteristic attributed to
its centrosymmetric structure. In contrast, isomer 2, which
possesses a C2-symmetric structure, shows a splitting of the
signal in the corresponding position into two sets (1Hh0 and
1Hi0). Signicantly, the

1Hi0 experiences a remarkable downeld
shi to 10.43 ppm, an effect likely due to deshielding by the ring
current in the bay region (Fig. 3d). When compared to isomers 1
and 2, the chemical shis for the seven-membered rings in
Chem. Sci., 2024, 15, 12589–12597 | 12591

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d4sc02566k


Fig. 2 1H NMR (400 MHz, CDCl3, 298 K) spectra of the aromatic
regions for compounds 1, 2, 3, and 4. All protons are labelled.
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isomer 3 (1Ha00,
1Hb00, 1Hc00,

1Hd00, and 1He00) shi to a higher eld,
indicating a decrease in aromaticity for the seven-membered
rings. Specically, in compound 3, the chemical shis for the
1Hf00 and 1Hg00 protons show a signicant downeld shi
compared to the analogous protons in compounds 1, 2, and 4.
This indicates that the benzene rings fused to the azulene units
in compound 3 exhibit increased aromaticity compared to those
in the other compounds, a conclusion that is supported by the
nucleus-independent chemical shis (NICS) calculations shown
in Fig. 3c. Moreover, the central benzene ring in compound 3
has the smallest chemical shi for 1Hh0 among the diazulene-
fused isomers and possesses the largest NICS value, indi-
cating lower aromaticity.

The diazulene-fused structure of compound 1 was further
conrmed by single crystal X-ray analysis, which was crystalized
Fig. 3 (a) Thermal ellipsoids of compound 1 (probability level = 50%). (b
compounds 1–4. (d) Calculated ACID plots for compounds 1–4.

12592 | Chem. Sci., 2024, 15, 12589–12597
in the mixed solvents of ethylbenzene and o-dichlorobenzene by
slowly cooling down to −20 °C. Unfortunately, compounds 2
and 3 with two ipsilateral exsolution chains are difficult to
crystalize perfectly for analysis, which may be due to steric
hindrance. The single crystal of compound 1 exhibits a triclinic
crystal system, P�1 space group, with each unit cell containing
only one molecule (Table S2 and Fig. S3†).

As shown in Fig. S3b,† crystallographic analysis revealed that
the conjugated skeleton of compound 1 exhibits good planarity,
with the maximum dihedral angle between any fused rings
being 2.05°. Within each stacked column, all adjacent conju-
gated planes maintain a consistent p–p distance of 3.437 Å
between levels (Fig. 3b). The good planarity and short packing
distance may endow compound 1 with satisfactory charge
mobility. As shown in Fig. S3b,† the average bond length within
the skeleton of compound 1 is shorter than the expected length
for a conjugated single bond between two sp2 carbon atoms
(1.45 Å) falling instead within the range of aromatic double
bonds for sp2 carbons (1.38–1.40 Å). This observation strongly
supports and conrms the excellent aromaticity exhibited by
compound 1.54 To understand the electronic structure and
aromaticity of azulene-fused PAHs, NICS(1)zz (isotropic chem-
ical shielding surface at 1 Å of the Z axis)55 and anisotropy of the
induced current density (ACID) calculations56 were carried out
as shown in Fig. 3. All fused rings have negative NICS(1)zz
values (−9.81 to −18.31 ppm), indicating their aromatic char-
acters. The average NICS(1)zz values of all azulene-fused PAHs
are more negative than those of their all benzene-fused isomers
(Fig. S4†), indicating that the incorporation of azulene units in
the conjugated skeleton gently enhances its aromaticity. The
strong aromaticity of these azulene-fused PAHs is also sup-
ported by the ACID plots (Fig. 3d), which display a clockwise
ring current of the p electrons along the periphery. According to
) Packing structure of compound 1. (c) Calculated NICS(1)zz values for

© 2024 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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Fig. 4 (a) UV-vis absorption (10−6 M in DCM). Cyclic voltammetry (CV)
curves and differential pulse voltammetry (DPV) curves of (b) 1, (c) 2, (d)
3, and (e) 4, measured in 0.1 M solution of nBu4NPF6 in DCM.
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the NICS(1)zz values, compared with isomer 1 and isomer 2,
isomer 3 has lower aromaticity in the azulene units and the
central benzene ring, while the benzene rings adjacent to the
azulene units have higher aromaticity. This result is well
consistent with the NMR results. Since the aromaticity of the
central rings of acenes could be overestimated using NICS
values,57,58 which may bother the study of molecular aromatics,
we conducted additional analyses including multi-center index
(MCI),59 uctuation index (FLU),60 harmonic oscillator model of
aromaticity (HOMA),61 and normalized multicenter bond order
(NCBO)62 to provide a more comprehensive assessment of the
aromatic nature of compounds 1–4. As shown in Table S3,† the
results from MCI, FLU, HOMA, and NCBO all indicate that the
aromaticity of the central ring in compounds 1–3 is consistent
with the NICS(1)zz values.

The optical and electrochemical properties of three
diazulene-fused heptacyclic dyes 1–3 and the tetracene
analogue 4 were investigated using UV-vis absorption spectra
and cyclic voltammetry (CV) measurements. The corresponding
data are summarized in Table 1. As shown in Fig. 4a, the
absorption spectra obtained in dichloromethane show that
compounds 1–3 exhibit strong absorbance from 300 to 600 nm,
accompanied by weaker absorption bands from 600 to 900 nm,
as anticipated. The strong absorbance arises from the p–p*

transition of the conjugated system, while the weaker absorp-
tion bands from 600 to 900 nm represent a characteristic
“azulene type” structured absorption prole, originating from
the S0 to S1 transitions of azulene moieties. Compared to
compound 4 with lower degrees of conjugation, the absorption
of compounds 1, 2, and 3 was enhanced and a remarkable
bathochromic shi has been observed. Notably, within the
strong absorbance range, isomer 2 exhibits two distinct
absorption bands (300–400 nm with a peak at 352 nm; 3 = 5.29
× 104 M−1 cm−1, and 400–550 nm with peaks at 417, 439, and
466 nm), in contrast to 1 (peak at 402 nm; 3 = 4.49 ×

104 M−1 cm−1) and 3 (peak at 378 nm; 3= 5.51× 104 M−1 cm−1).
This difference may stem from the unique cis conguration of
isomer 2, which facilitates specic electronic transition path-
ways. This observation aligns with time-dependent density
functional theory (TD-DFT) calculations (Fig. S5†). Further-
more, compared to isomers 1 and 2, isomer 3 exhibits fewer
absorption peaks in the 300–500 nm range, with only a shoulder
peak at 427 nm. This may be due to the zigzag conguration
having greater structural rigidity compared to the trans and cis
congurations, which reduces the coupling between electronic
Table 1 Optical, electrochemical and DFT calculation data

Cp. ID labsmax
a lonset

a Eoxb Eredb

1 402 and 751 935 0.12 0.39 −2.14 −1.8
2 352, 417, and 682 912 0.19 0.45 −2.16 −1.9
3 378 and 748 918 0.19 0.39 −2.14 −1.9
4 321 and 660 435 0.27 −2.00

a Measured in 1 × 10−5 M DCM solutions. b Measured in nBu4NPF6 solut
curves. c Calculated from EHOMO/LUMO = −(Eox/red + 4.8), Ecvg = EcvLUMO − EcH

© 2024 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
transitions and molecular vibrational states. Besides, in the
zigzag conguration, p electrons may be more evenly distrib-
uted across the molecular framework. This result is consistent
with NICS(1)zz calculations, which show a more uniform
distribution of values across the rings in isomer 3 (Fig. 3c). As
shown in Fig. S6,† the absorption of compounds 1, 2, and 4 in
the lm is like their absorption in dichloromethane, with their
maximum absorption wavelength red-shied by about 6 nm;
whereas the absorption of compound 3 in the lm, compared to
its solution absorption, has signicantly blue-shied by about
50 nm. These observations indicate that compound 3 tends to
form H-aggregates in a solid state, while the other molecules
tend to form J-aggregates.63 Although azulene exhibits atypical
uorescence that follows the anti-Kasha rule,22 we studied the
emission properties of compounds 1–4 and observed no
detectable uorescence. As shown in Fig. S7,† compounds 1, 2,
and 3 exhibit good photostability (half-life time t1/2: 25 days, 34
days, and 26 days, respectively) under ambient air and light
conditions as compared to their all benzene-fused counterparts
EcvHOMO
c EcvLUMO

c Ecvg
c Eoptg

c EcalHOMO
d EcalLUMO

d Ecalg
d

9 −4.92 −2.91 2.01 1.32 −4.52 −2.23 2.29
3 −4.99 −2.87 2.13 1.36 −4.64 −2.08 2.56
1 −4.98 −2.89 2.11 1.35 −4.59 −2.20 2.39

−5.07 −2.80 2.27 2.85 −4.77 −2.03 2.74

ion vs. Ag/AgCl (calibration using ferrocene), Eox/red acquired from DPV
v
OMO, E

opt
g = 1240/lonset.

d Estimated from DFT calculations.

Chem. Sci., 2024, 15, 12589–12597 | 12593
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and other azulene-fused PAHs.45 The electrochemical properties
of three diazulene-fused heptacyclic aromatics 1–3 and the
model compounds 4 were studied with cyclic voltammetry (CV)
and differential pulse voltammetry (DPV) in DCM. As shown in
Fig. 4, isomers 1–3, with two azulenes fused, unambiguously
exhibit two oxidation waves and two reduction waves, whereas
compound 4, with one azulene fused, only shows one oxidation
wave and one reduction wave. Based on the peaks of the DPV,
the HOMO/LUMO energy levels of compounds 1–3 were calcu-
lated respectively and are listed in Table 1. The HOMO/LUMO
energies for isomers 1, 2, and 3 were estimated to be −4.92/
−2.91, −4.99/−2.87, and −4.98/−2.89 eV, respectively. Conse-
quently, the electrochemical gap for isomers 1, 2, and 3 was
calculated to be 2.01, 2.13, and 2.11 eV, respectively. The results
indicate that, although all three isomers consist of two azulene
units and three benzene rings as 30p electron systems, different
congurations have a signicant impact on their redox
properties.

DFT calculations were carried out to investigate the struc-
tural and electronic properties of azulene-fused PAHs using the
RB3LYP/6-31G(d,p) level of theory. The calculated data are
shown in the ESI,† and the conclusions are listed in Table 1. The
energy gaps estimated from calculations are larger than those
obtained from DPV measurements and UV-vis spectra.
Although the results are slightly varied, the data are consistent
with the experiment results in trend. Consistent with the single
crystal diffraction analysis results of compound 1, all azulene-
fused PAHs exhibit planar geometry with two octyl chains
distributed on both sides of the scaffold plane. The electron
density distribution of both HOMOs and LUMOs is delocalized
over the whole backbone. As shown in Fig. 5, azulene moieties
possess more contribution to LUMOs, while central backbones
contribute signicantly to HOMOs. It is worth noting that the
HOMO electron density distribution of isomer 3 is more
uniformly delocalized across the entire skeleton compared to
isomers 1 and 2, which results in a more singular path and
energy change for electron transitions. Therefore, the UV-vis
absorption spectrum of isomer 3 exhibits fewer ne peaks
(Fig. 4a). And the NICS(1)zz value of six-membered rings in
isomer 3 is more equal.
Fig. 5 Frontier molecular orbitals and their energies of compounds 1–
4, obtained using DFT calculations.

12594 | Chem. Sci., 2024, 15, 12589–12597
Azulene is an acid-sensitive compound, which can be
protonated by strong acids such as triuoroacetic acid (TFA)
and triuoromethanesulfonic acid (TfOH).24,64–70 This proton-
ation disrupts the conjugated system by attaching a proton,
resulting in the formation of a stable azulenium cation. The
original structure can be restored by adding a base. To clarify
the protonation behaviour of diazulene-fused PAHs 1–3, UV-vis
absorption spectroscopy and 1H NMR analyses were conducted.
As illustrated in Fig. S8,† with an increase in TFA equivalents,
the intensity of characteristic peaks of the three isomers in the
300–500 nm range gradually decreases, while a new absorption
peak that gradually strengthens appears in the long-wavelength
area. Notably, the absorption spectra of protonated 1–3 also
show signicant differences. The new absorption peak for 12+

appears in the 500–800 nm range, for 22+ in the 600–900 nm
range, and for 32+ in the 450–600 nm range; therefore, the
colours of 12+, 22+, and 32+ in dichloromethane solution are
purple, amaranth, and orange respectively. These results indi-
cate that upon acid addition, all three isomers form azulenium
cations (Fig. 6c), and the azulenium cations remain conjugated
with the fused benzene rings. However, due to different
connection positions (12+ vs. 22+) and different fused congu-
rations (anthracene vs. phenanthrene), thep electron structures
of 12+, 22+, and 32+ are distinctly different. This result can also be
further conrmed using uorescence spectra, as shown in
Fig. 6b, where the emission peak of 12+ is at 650 nm, that of 22+

is at 640 nm, and that of 32+ shis to 580 nm. As shown in
Fig. S9,† the changed chemical shi can be restored by adding
TEA, indicating that the protonated molecules have good
stability.

Based on its conjugated p structure, short p–p stacking
distance (3.437 Å), and the suitable conguration with two alkyl
chains distributed on both sides, isomer 1 was selected for
investigation of its charge transport properties in organic eld
effect transistors (OFETs). Thin lm transistors of 1 were
fabricated by drop-casting toluene solutions (0.5 mgmL−1) onto
octadecyl trichlorosilane (OTS)-treated Si/SiO2 substrates. Au
source/drain electrodes were deposited on the thin lm by
vacuum evaporation, resulting in a bottom gate contact (BGBC)
device structure. As shown in Fig. 7, devices based on isomer 1
Fig. 6 Protonation behaviour: (a) UV-vis absorption and (b) emission
of protonated compounds 12+, 22+, and 32+. Insets show photos of the
solutions. (c) The structure of protonated compounds.

© 2024 The Author(s). Published by the Royal Society of Chemistry
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Fig. 7 (a) Transfer and (b) output curves of the OEFT device of 1.
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function as typical p-type semiconductors, which correlates well
with the energy of its frontier orbitals. The average hole mobility
(mh) extracted from the transfer curves is 0.16 cm2 V−1 s−1 with
a current on/off ratio (Ion/Ioff) of 10

4–105 and a low threshold
voltage (Vth) of less than 5 V. Furthermore, the highest mh is 0.22
cm2 V−1 s−1, ranking among the highest hole mobilities for
PAH-based thin lm OFETs.20,22,71–76 These results demonstrate
that compound 1 is a promising material for organic
semiconductors.

Conclusions

In summary, three diazulene-fused heptacyclic aromatic
hydrocarbons were designed, synthesized, and characterized.
The structures of the three isomers 1–3 were unambiguously
conrmed by nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) spectroscopy
and high-resolution mass spectrometry (HRMS). Compound 1
was further conrmed by single crystal X-ray diffraction anal-
ysis. The isomers 1–3 all exhibited excellent thermal and
ambient stability, as well as good redox properties. Nuclear
independent chemical shi (NICS) and anisotropy of induced
current density (ACID) calculations have shown that all three
isomers exhibit strong aromaticity. UV-visible absorption,
electrochemical voltammetry, and theoretical calculations
demonstrated that the different congurations of these isomers
result in distinct optical and electrochemical properties. Addi-
tionally, isomer 1 demonstrates promising performance in
OFETs with a hole mobility of up to 0.22 cm2 V−1 s−1, making it
among the best PAHs for thin lm OFETs. This showcases the
potential of diazulene-fused PAHs in future electronic devices.
Our studies not only expand the library of PAHs but also provide
valuable insights into designing materials with distinct prop-
erties for specic applications.
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