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Nanoscale domain imaging of Li-rich disordered
rocksalt-type cathode materials with X-ray
spectroscopic ptychography†
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Lithium-rich disordered rocksalt-type cathode materials are promising for high-capacity and high-power

lithium-ion batteries. Many of them are synthesized by mechanical milling and may have heterogeneous

structures and chemical states at the nanoscale. In this study, we performed X-ray spectroscopic

ptychography measurements of Li-rich disordered rocksalt-type oxide particles synthesized by

mechanical milling before and after delithiation reaction at the vanadium K absorption edge, and

visualized their structures and chemical state with a spatial resolution of B100 nm. We classified

multiple domains with different chemical states via clustering analysis. A comparison of the domain

distribution trends of the particles before and after the delithiation reaction revealed the presence of

domains, suggesting that the delithiation reaction was suppressed.

1 Introduction

Lithium-ion batteries have become indispensable in our society
for use in mobile devices, automobiles, and even for storing
surplus electricity. Cathode active materials with high energy
density and fast charge/discharge capability are required.
Li-rich metastable cathode materials have recently been attract-
ing attention for the development of the cathode materials
that satisfy the requirements. In Li-rich disordered rocksalt

(DRS)-type cathode materials (LixTM2-xO2, x 4 1.1 TM: transi-
tion metal elements; e.g., V, Ti, Mn, Nb, Cr, Mo), Li and TM
randomly occupy the same site.1–7 They achieve a higher
reversible capacity than conventional layered rocksalt type
cathode active materials such as commercial LiCoO2 and
Li–Ni–Mn–Co–O2 compounds.1 Although such Li-rich DRS-
type phases are often difficult to synthesize because of the
need for sintering at high temperatures, they are synthesized by
mechanical milling (MM).1,8 MM is a simple and powerful
approach to obtaining metastable, amorphous, nanocompo-
site, and nanosized particles by mixing and crushing powders.9

It is expected that the reversible capacity and rate capability can
be increased by reducing the particle size to the nanoscale by
MM.4 Note that MM is a physical mixing process; hence, there
are chemical and structural heterogeneities in the synthesized
materials. Chemical and structural heterogeneities will conse-
quently lead to a heterogeneous de-/lithiation reaction distri-
bution, where reactions proceed only in a certain domain.
Moreover, such a de-/lithiation reaction distribution will cause
the capacity fade with local overcharge/overdischarge and
structural degradation.10–13 Therefore, it is crucial to observe
the heterogeneous structures at the nanoscale and identify the
domains where the de-/lithiation reaction proceeds.

X-ray spectroscopic microscopy using synchrotron radiation
has been extensively used to visualize heterogeneous structures
in bulk materials.14,15 In particular, X-ray spectroscopic ptycho-
graphy16 is a promising tool for obtaining spatially resolved
X-ray absorption fine structure (XAFS) spectra and phase
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images with a spatial resolution of 40–80 nm, independent
of lens fabrication accuracy. Chemical state imagings of the
gold nanoparticles,17 lithium iron phosphate cathode,18,19

Pt-supported ceria–zirconia (CZ) solid-solution catalyst,20,21

and zinc-oxide coated nanoporous alumina22 have been per-
formed by analyzing spatially resolved XAFS spectra obtained
by X-ray spectroscopic ptychography. In addition, X-ray spectro-
scopic ptychography measurements have been applied in
the determination of crystal orientation in polycrystalline vana-
dium oxide using the linear polarization dependency of XAFS23

and the local coordination structure in manganese oxide in
a nanoscale area using an extended X-ray absorption fine
structure.24 X-ray spectroscopic microscopy measurements
provide spatially resolved chemical state information from
image data with more than 103 pixels. Machine learning
methods can help reconstruct such huge complex data into
lower-dimensional data that is easier for humans to under-
stand. Machine learning methods are expected to mine hidden
material information and promote better materials design.
Thus, the detection of inert domains in LiCoO2 particles on
electrodes,25 the analysis of oxygen diffusion pathways in CZ
particles,20 and the classification of Ni K-edge XAFS spectra of
Ni-rich cathode active material particles26 have been reported.
Recently, we have reported the presence of multiple domains
in spinel-type lithium nickel manganese oxide cathode particle
by analyzing the correlation between the valence and the
composition.27 The combination of X-ray spectroscopic ptycho-
graphy and machine learning is expected to enable the visua-
lization of nanoscale domains.

In this study, we selected 0.25Li2O�0.75LiVO2 (Li10/7V6/7O2)
particles as an example of Li-rich DRS-type cathode material
synthesized by MM. X-ray spectroscopic ptychography measure-
ments were performed at the vanadium (V) K edge. The
chemical state maps reflecting the V valence, the V site sym-
metry, and the composition were derived from the spatially
resolved X-ray absorption near-edge structure (XANES) and
phase images. Moreover, we visualized the domains with
different chemical states by clustering analysis.

2 Experimental
2.1 Sample preparation

Li10/7V6/7O2, which is a solid solution sample, x = 0.25 in xLi2O
�(1 � x)LiVO2, was synthesized by MM (denoted as as-prepared
Li10/7V6/7O2). The details of the synthesis processes are
presented in ESI.† To simulate the half charged state of
Li10/7V6/7O2, chemical delithiation was performed on as-prepared
Li10/7V6/7O2 using iodine in acetonitrile (denoted as delithiated
Li10/7V6/7O2). We prepared LiVO2 (ESI†) and LiVO3 (ESI†) as
standard compounds in spectroscopic ptychogrpahy. X-ray diffrac-
tion (XRD) patterns of as-prepared Li10/7V6/7O2 (Fig. S1, ESI†)
showed peaks corresponding to those of Fm%3m space groups,
but no peaks corresponding to those of layered rocksalt-type LiVO2

(space group R%3m) are found. The reversible capacity of the
Li10/7V6/7O2 electrode reaches 4 350 mA h g�1 with good capacity

retention (Fig. S2, ESI†). This capacity was superior to that of
nanosized Li1.2V0.6Nb0.2O2 synthesized by MM6 and that of Li3PO4,
where Li atoms occupy tetrahedral sites as in Li2O, integrated into
LiMnO2.28

2.2 X-ray spectroscopic ptychography

The as-prepared Li10/7V6/7O2, delithiated Li10/7V6/7O2, LiVO2,
and LiVO3 particles were dispersed in respective acetonitrile
solutions, dropped on respective 500 nm-thick Si3N4 mem-
branes (Norcada) in argon atmosphere glove box, and kept in
an argon atmosphere until mounting on the piezoelectric stage
inside the ptychography chamber in vacuum. X-ray spectro-
scopic ptychography experiments were performed at the
BL29XUL beamline of SPring-8. The incident X-ray was mono-
chromatized by the Si(111) double-crystal monochromator and
focused using Kirzpatrick–Baez mirrors to a size of 300 nm
(FHWM). Forty X-ray energies between 5420 and 5540 eV were
selected with the smallest energy gap of 0.5 eV. The samples
were placed in the focal plane and raster-scanned with a step
width of 150 nm. The exposure time at each position was 1 s.
Multiple diffraction patterns were collected using a pixel array
detector (Dectris EIGER 1 M). The measurement of all energy
points took 4–8 h per particle. Probe and projected sample
images were reconstructed by an extended ptychographic itera-
tive engine29 with the Kramers–Kronig relationship (KKR)
constraint.30 The input of initial images of the sample were
unity, and those of the probe were calculated on the basis of the
experimental setup. Iterative calculations were performed for
800 cycles, and the KKR constraint was applied every 50 cycles
after the 500th iteration.

2.3 Curve-fitting analysis for spatially resolved XANES

To evaluate features of the spatially resolved XANES, such as
the height of the edge jump and the height and width of the
pre-edge peak, the curve-fitting analysis of V K-edge XANES was
performed on each pixel using

mtfitðEÞ ¼ aþ b1

2
1þ erf

E � b2

b3

� �� �
þ
X2
i¼1

ci1

1þ E � ci2

ci3

� �2
;

(1)

where a, b1, b2, b3, and cij are fitting parameters, and E is
incident X-ray energy. The edge jump (� Dmt), proportional to
the amount of V atoms in the image pixel, is estimated as b1,
and the edge energy, depending on the V valence, is estimated
as b2. The pre-edge peak intensity, depending on the V site
symmetry, is estimated from pc11c13(� PE), and the normalized
peak intensity (PE/Dmt) is estimated. Note that the noise level of
the absorption signal (sNoise) is estimated on the basis of the
standard deviation at the four points between 5420 and 5466 eV
before the absorption edge. Pixels where Dmt o sNoise were
regarded as the missing-data regions because curvefitting is not
reasonable. Then, at each pixel, the projected V atom density
NV and the effective projected electron density Re[Neff

e ] are
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estimated using Dmt and phase shift f(E), respectively,
according to

NV ¼
Dmt

relDf 00V
; (2)

Re½Neff
e � ¼

X
j

Nj Zj þ f 0j ðEÞ
n o

¼ � f
rel
; (3)

where Nj is the projected density of j (= Li, V, O) atoms, re is the
Thomson scattering length, l is the wavelength of the incident
X-ray, f 0j and f 00j are the real and imaginary parts of the

anomalous dispersion term of the atomic scattering factor,
respectively, and Df 00V is the difference between the f 00V values
before and after the edge jump. The values of Df 00V was esti-
mated to be 3.53 from database references,31 and f 0Li, f

0
V, and f 0O

are 0.00278, �7.14, and 0.0757, respectively. Then, Re[Neff
e ]/NV

is given as

Re½Neff
e �

NV
¼

P
j

Nj Zj þ f 0j ðEÞ
n o

NV
(4)

¼ ð23þ f 0VÞ þ
ð3þ f 0LiÞNLi þ ð8þ f 0OÞNO

NV
; (5)

which depends on the (Li + O + V)/V molar ratio. The theoretical
values of Re[Neff

e ]/NV for Li10/7V6/7O2, LiVO2, and LiVO3 are
estimated to be 39.7, 35.0, and 43.1, respectively.

2.4 Clustering analysis

We performed clustering analysis by the k-means method32

based on the similarity between the pixels in three-dimensional
data space with descriptors such as edge energy, PE/Dmt, and
Re[Neff

e ]/NV for the data clustering. The number of clusters was
set to 6, where the slope of the decrease in the within-cluster

sum of squared error is gradual (Fig. S3, ESI†), as determined
by the elbow method.33

3 Results and discussion
3.1 Reconstructed images and spatially resolved XANES

Fig. 1(a)–(c), respectively, show the field-emission scanning
electron microscopy (SEM), reconstructed absorption, and
reconstructed phase images of as-prepared Li10/7V6/7O2 parti-
cles P1–P3 and delithiated Li10/7V6/7O2 particles D1–D3. The
pixel size of the reconstructed images is 15 nm. The absorption
image at the energy above the V K-edge depends on the number
of V atoms along the incident X-ray direction. On the other
hand, the phase shift originates from the amount of electrons,
which reflects the amount of all existing atoms, including the
lighter Li and O. The full-period spatial resolutions of
the reconstructed images were estimated to be better than
80–120 nm using the phase retrieval transfer function
(Fig. S5, ESI†). The shape of the particles in the phase images
(Fig. 1(c)) is in good agreement with that in the SEM images
(Fig. 1(a)).

By stacking the reconstructed absorption and phase images,
spatially resolved V K-edge XANES and phase spectra were
successfully obtained, as shown in Fig. 1(d) and (e). The
spatially resolved XANES spectra are in good agreement with
the conventional XAFS spectra (Fig. S4, ESI†) of the pellet
sample, where the absorption edge energy and pre-edge peak
intensity were increased in delithiated Li10/7V6/7O2 compared
with those in as-prepared Li10/7V6/7O2. Chaurand et al. have
reported that the V K-edge energy increases with the V
valence.34 The shift of the absorption edge should reflect the
valence change with delithiation (ESI† Fig. S4). As shown in
Fig. 1(d), the edge energy differed between particles, and there

Fig. 1 (a–c) Images of as-prepared Li10/7V6/7O2 particles P1–P3 and delithiated Li10/7V6/7O2 particles D1–D3. (a) SEM images. (b) Reconstructed
absorption images at 5540 eV. (c) Reconstructed phase shift images at 5420 eV. The pixel size of reconstructed images is 15 nm. The scale bars are 2 mm.
(d) XANES and (e) phase spectra of as-prepared and delithiated Li10/7V6/7O2 particles. Offset is added to the V K-edge XANES spectra in (d). The extracted
size of both spectra (d and e) is 120 � 120 nm2.

PCCP Paper

O
pe

n 
A

cc
es

s 
A

rt
ic

le
. P

ub
lis

he
d 

on
 1

0 
Jä

nn
er

 2
02

3.
 D

ow
nl

oa
de

d 
on

 0
9.

05
.2

02
6 

17
:4

5:
09

. 
 T

hi
s 

ar
tic

le
 is

 li
ce

ns
ed

 u
nd

er
 a

 C
re

at
iv

e 
C

om
m

on
s 

A
ttr

ib
ut

io
n-

N
on

C
om

m
er

ci
al

 3
.0

 U
np

or
te

d 
L

ic
en

ce
.

View Article Online

http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/3.0/
https://doi.org/10.1039/d2cp04087e


3870 |  Phys. Chem. Chem. Phys., 2023, 25, 3867–3874 This journal is © the Owner Societies 2023

are regions that do not follow the trend of the edge energy in
the conventional XAFS spectra.

The characteristic peak around 5466 eV, known as the pre-
edge peak, is related to the electronic transition of the 1s
electron to 3d orbitals in compounds of 3d-transition metals
such as V, Mn, and Ti. The pre-edge peak intensity indicates the
degree of d–p hybridization, allowing forbidden 1s - 3d
transition; the degree of hybridization of 4p orbitals or ligand
2p orbitals with the 3d orbitals depends on the site symmetry
(i.e., coordination structure).35,36 Chaurand et al. have reported
that the pre-edge peak intensities in the V K-edge XANES
spectra increase in the order of the tetrahedral structure
(Na3VO4), the pyramidal structure (V2O5), and the octahedral
structure (Ca3(V10O28)�17H2O).34 Nakajima et al. have
proposed that the V atoms in the DRS-type Li–Nb–V–O2 cathode
material reversibly migrate from octahedral to tetrahedral sites
during charging, on the basis of the result of the operando
XAFS measurement.2 In addition, Baur et al. have reported that
formation of tetrahedrally coordinated V in the amorphous
phase from the DRS-type Li2VO2F cathode during charging,
based on the X-ray total scattering data.3 As shown in Fig. 1(d),
the pre-edge peak intensities in the delithiated Li10/7V6/7O2

particles increase compared with those in the as-prepared
Li10/7V6/7O2 particles, indicating an increase in the V valence
and/or the amount of tetrahedrally coordinated V.

3.2 Chemical state mapping

Chemical state mapping was performed by the curve-fitting
analysis of spatially resolved XANES spectra and the phase
images. We succeeded in extracting the following three
chemical state maps: edge energy, Re[Neff

e ]/NV, and normalized

pre-edge peak intensity (PE/Dmt), which depend on the V
valence, (Li + V + O)/V molar ratio, and V site symmetry,
respectively. Fig. 2(a)–(c) show the derived chemical state maps
of as-prepared and delithiated Li10/7V6/7O2 particles. ESI† S6
show the reconstructed images of LiVO2 and LiVO3, and their
spatially resolved XANES and phase spectra. Fig. S7 (ESI†) show
the chemical state maps of LiVO2 and LiVO3. As shown in
Fig. 2(a)–(c), there are a gradient from the surface and a mottled
appearance at the submicron order such as heterogeneous
distributions, while such distributions are not observed in the
chemical state maps in LiVO2 and LiVO3. The heterogeneous
distributions within each as-prepared Li10/7V6/7O2 particle and
within each delithiated Li10/7V6/7O2 particle are also seen in the
histograms of chemical state maps for all measured particles
(see ESI† S8).

Now, we discuss the heterogeneous distribution of chemical
state maps at the particle level. As shown in the enlarged view
of the as-prepared Li10/7V6/7O2 particle P2 in Fig. 2(a), the V
valence increases from the bulk to the surface of the particle
toward V5+, suggesting that oxidation occurs from the surface to
the bulk during synthesis. As for the delithiated Li10/7V6/7O2

particles, there were some regions remaining V3+, especially at
the particle D1, even after the chemical delithiation. In the
enlarged view of the delithiated Li10/7V6/7O2 particle D1 shown
in Fig. 2(a), the region close to V5+ is localized, indicating that
the delithiation reaction is inhibited within the particle and
that the particle D1 has a lower delithiation reactivity than the
other particles. As shown in Fig. 2(b), a mottled appearance is
observed in Re[Neff

e ]/NV maps for the as-prepared Li10/7V6/7O2

particle P3 and also the delithiated Li10/7V6/7O2 particle D2,
indicating the heterogeneous distribution of Li- or O-rich

Fig. 2 Chemical state maps of as-prepared Li10/7V6/7O2 particles P1–P3 and delithiated Li10/7V6/7O2 particles D1–D3. (a) Edge energy. (b) Re[Neff
e ]/NV

(c) PE/Dmt. The pixel size of chemical state maps is 15 nm. The scale bars are 2 mm. Values in white areas are missing because fitting was not possible.
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phases such as Li2O, implying that LiVO2 and Li2O were not
completely mixed by MM. As shown in the enlarged image
of the delithiated Li10/7V6/7O2 particle D1 in Fig. 2(c), the high
PE/Dmt region is distributed around the region close to V5+

shown in Fig. 2(a), which may be due to the relationship
between the delithiation reaction and the V site symmetry.
Lee et al. have proposed that Li moves in the DRS phase
through the octahedral–tetrahedral–octahedral sites diffusion
pathway on an atomic scale (percolation theory).5 Taking into
consideration this atomic-scale Li diffusion pathway, the V ions
occupying tetrahedral sites are considered to be a barrier to Li
diffusion. The distribution of PE/Dmt in the surrounding region
close to V5+ may reflect the inhibition of Li diffusion.

3.3 Nanoscale domain imaging using clustering analysis

Domains with different characteristics, such as regions where it
is difficult/easy for the delithiation reaction and impurity
phases to proceed are expected to have different correlations
between the chemical states. We performed clustering (group-
ing) analysis based on the similarity of chemical states among
edge energy, Re[Neff

e ]/NV, and PE/Dmt, and grouped all pixels
into 6 clusters. Fig. 3(a) shows the real-space distributions of
6 clusters, which are domain structures. We succeeded in
visualizing domains with different correlations between V
valence, composition, and V site symmetry. As far as we can
see from Fig. 3(a), the domain sizes were estimated to be
between 100–1000 nm. However, the images in Fig. 3(a) are
generated projection images along incident X-rays (Fig. 2), and
we cannot distinguish the overlapping domains. The domain
structures are different between as-prepared and delithiated
Li10/7V6/7O2 particles. Cluster 1 is more abundant in the

as-prepared Li10/7V6/7O2 particles than in the delithiated
Li10/7V6/7O2 particles and is also observed in the delithiated
Li10/7V6/7O2 particle D1. Cluster 2 is partially observed in the
as-prepared Li10/7V6/7O2 particle P3 and is abundant in the
delithiated Li10/7V6/7O2 particle D1. Cluster 3 is distributed
in delithiated Li10/7V6/7O2 particles and is rarely observed
in as-prepared Li10/7V6/7O2 particles. Cluster 4 is observed
around the surface of a particle, especially in the as-prepared
Li10/7V6/7O2 particle P2. Clusters 5 and 6 are less abundant
than other cluster, and are distributed around the surface of a
particle.

Fig. 3(b) shows the probability density distributions of the
chemical states. The three-dimensional scattering plots and
two-dimensional probability density are shown in ESI† Fig. S9.
As mentioned in Section 3.1, the edge energy depends on the V
valence and increases with the V valence. The high PE/Dmt
reflects a tetrahedral structure, and the low PE/Dmt reflects an
octahedral structure. The high Re[Neff

e ]/NV reflects Li- and/or
O-rich composition. In cluster 1, the V valence tends to be V3+

compared with those in clusters 3–5. Cluster 1 tends to be an
octahedral structure and to be Li- and O-rich compared with
clusters 3 and 4. In cluster 2, the V valence is close to V3+, as in
cluster 1, but cluster 2 tends to be a tetrahedral structure.
Cluster 2 tends to be Li- and O-poor compared with clusters 3
and 4. In cluster 3, the V valence tends to be V5+. Cluster 3 tends
to be a tetrahedral structure. Cluster 3 is relatively Li- or O-poor
compared with clusters 1 and 2. In cluster 4, the V valence
tends to be V5+. Cluster 4 tends to be an octahedral structure.
Clusters 5 and 6 are mostly located at the outer edges of the
particles, and Re[Neff

e ]/NV values in clusters 5 and 6 are almost
two times larger than those in clusters 1–4. The tendency of the

Fig. 3 Results of clustering analysis. (a) Spatial distribution of clusters 1–6. The scale bar is 2 mm. (b) Projected probability density distribution of (top)
edge energy, (center) Re[Neff

e ]/NV, and (bottom) PE/Dmt. (c) Fraction of clusters weighted by NV in as-prepared and delithiated Li10/7V6/7O2 particles.
Each cluster is shown by the same color in (a), (b), and (c).
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chemical states for each cluster is also seen in the XANES
spectra averaged for each cluster (ESI† Fig. S9(e)).

Fig. 3(c) shows the fractions of the clusters in the as-
prepared and delithiated Li10/7V6/7O2 particles. The fractions
of the clusters are weighted by NV. Cluster 1 is predominant for
the as-prepared Li10/7V6/7O2 particles and a minority for the
delithiated Li10/7V6/7O2 particles. On the other hand, cluster 3 is
a minority for the as-prepared Li10/7V6/7O2 particles and pre-
dominant for the delithiated Li10/7V6/7O2 particles. The reversal
of the fraction of clusters 1 and 3 could be due to the change of
cluster 1 into cluster 3 with delithiation. Konuma et al. have
reported that octahedrally coordinated V3+ reversibly migrates
to tetrahedrally coordinated V5+ during charge/discharging
process in Li8/7Ti2/7V4/7O2 DRS-type cathode, and also the
migration of V ion is related to the invariant volume in
electrode.7 The change in the fractions of cluster 1 and 3 can
be related to the previous study. X-ray spectroscopic ptycho-
graphy will provide information between macroscopic and
atomic structures by visualizing the domain structure. The
fraction of cluster 2 is higher in the delithiated Li10/7V6/7O2

particles than in the as-prepared Li10/7V6/7O2 particles. There
are two possible origins of cluster 2. The first possibility is that
the tetrahedral site is occupied by V3+ in the MM stage, and
it remains without undergoing the delithiation reaction. This
may be because V ions remain in the tetrahedral site when
moving from one octahedral site to the neighboring octahedral
site during the formation of the DRS-type structure in MM
synthesis. The second possibility is that cluster 2 is generated
from other clusters during reactions associated with the
delithiation reaction, e.g., disproportionation reaction,37 i.e.,
2V4+ - V3+ + V5+, and/or the structural changes to an amor-
phous phase.3 Most charging and discharging are caused by a
redox of V3+/V5+. Thus, cluster 2 that keeps V3+ in delithiated
Li10/7V6/7O2 particles will not contribute to the capacity during
charging. The domain belonging to cluster 2 will become a
barrier to Li diffusion. To improve the capacity and rate
capability of cathode materials, it is important to avoid produ-
cing the domain belonging to cluster 2 during MM synthesis
and charging/discharging processes, for example, doping addi-
tives such as Nb stabilizing the atomic framework of DRS
phase2 might be effective.

4 Conclusions

We have successfully visualized the chemical state distributions
of the V valence, V site symmetry, and composition of Li-rich
DRS-type vanadium oxide particles as synthesized by MM and
their delithiated particles, using X-ray spectroscopic ptychogra-
phy. The clustering analysis resulted in the division of chemical
state maps into 6 clusters. The real-space distribution of the
6 clusters is the heterogeneous domain structure within and
between particles, even in the synthesis stage. There were
domains where the delithiation reaction proceeds or is inhibited
in the particles. It is necessary for the delithiation reaction to occur
in all particles to maximize the charge–discharge capacity.

In this study, the resolution of X-ray spectroscopic ptycho-
graphy was B100 nm. The spatial resolution depends mainly
on the performance of the synchrotron source. We measured
chemically delithiated particles to investigate the domain
structure. Although the kinetics of electrochemical delithiation
is expected to be more complex than that of chemical delithia-
tion because of the presence of the other battery components,
such as the electrolyte, binder, and conductive additives,
the structural (thermodynamical) changes are by either electro-
chemical or chemical delithiation is considered similar.38

Still, operando measurement under working or simulated con-
ditions in the actual battery is required to investigate the
proceeding of the delithiation reaction in the electrode.
Furthermore, operando measurements coupling with the impe-
dance method that provides electrical signals of surface degra-
dation, cracks, etc., will be helpful to investigate relationships
between the impedance and microstructure changes. However,
there are two large challenges to affording operando measure-
ment. First is the improvement of the signal-to-noise ratio of
spatially resolved XAFS spectra. The transmitted X-ray is atte-
nuated to 1/10 in the 500 mm electrolyte at 5500 eV, and
scattering from the electrolyte should also be considerable.
Therefore, the total cell thickness, including the X-ray window,
is preferably restrained to less than 50 mm. The second is
measurement time. X-ray spectroscopic ptychography measure-
ment takes 4–8 hours to obtain spatially resolved XANES region
spectra of a mm size particle.27 Thus, it can only visualize a
stable or steady state of samples presently. Therefore it is
necessary to shorten the measurement time to measure more
dynamic aspects of electrochemical reactions in various condi-
tions. To overcome the above challenges, low-emittance beam
with higher brightness X-rays, high dynamic-range detector to
capture high brightness X-rays, and sparse measurement to
reduce energy points39 are required. In the synchrotron radia-
tion facilities with a low-emittance storage ring, which have
been built or are under construction at several locations around
the world, higher brightness will be provided. In the near
future, we believe that X-ray spectroscopic ptychography will
contribute to the design of functional materials with complex
and heterogeneous structures at the nanoscale.
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